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covering  that  imaginary  strait,  and  making  his  way  into 
this  Southern  Ocean.  The  illustrious  navigator,  however, 
was  doomed  to  die,  as  it  were,  upon  the  threshold  of  his 
discoveries.  It  was  reserved  for  one  of  his  followers, 
Vasco  NuQez  de  Balboa,  to  obtain  the  first  view  of  the 
promised  ocean,  from  the  lofty  mountains  of  Darien,  some 
years  after  the  eyes  of  the  venerable  Admiral  had  been 
closed  in  death.  The  expeditions  here  narrated,  therefore, 
may  be  considered  as  springing  immediately  out  of  the 
voyages  of  Columbus,  and  fulfilling  some  of  his  grand 
designs.  They  may  be  compared  to  the  attempts  of  ad- 
venturous knights-errant  to  achieve  the  enterprise  left  un- 
finished by  some  illustrious  predecessor.  Neither  is  this 
comparison  entirely  fanciful ;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  a  curi- 
ous fact,  well  worthy  of  notice,  that  the  spirit  of  .chivalry 
entered  largely  into  the  early  expeditions  of  the  Spanish 
discoverers,  giving  them  a  character  wholly  distinct  from 
similar  enterprises,  undertaken  by  other  nations.  It  will 
not,  perhaps,  be  considered  far-sought,  if  we  trace  the 
cause  of  this  peculiarity  to  the  domestic  history  of  the 
Spaniards  during  the  middle  ages. 

Eight  centuries  of  incessant  warfare  with  the  Mooris^ 
usurpers  of  the  Peninsula,  produced  a  deep  and  lasting 
efifect  upon  Spanish  character  and  manners.  The  war 
being  ever  close  at  home,  mingled  itself  with  the  domestioi 
habits  and  concerns  of  the  Spaniard*.  He  was  bom  a 
soldier.  The  wild  and  predatory  nature  of  the  war  alsc 
made  him  a  kind  of  chivalrous-  marauder.     His  horse  am 
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Moors,  were  drawn  from  the  arsenal  to  equip  the  heroes 
of  these  remoter  adventures ;  and  some  of  the  most  noted 
commanders  in  the  New  World,  will  be  found  to  haTe 
made  their  first  essay  in  arms,  under  the  banner  of  Ferdi* 
nand  and  Isabella,  in  their  romantic  campaigns  among  the 
mountains  of  Andalusia. 

To  these  circumstances  may,  in  a  great  measure,  be 
ascribed  that  swelling  chivalrous  spirit  which  will  be  found 
continually  mingling,  or  rather  warring,  with  the  technical 
habits  of  the  seaman  and  the  sordid  schemes  of  the  mer- 
cenary adventurer,  in  these  early  Spanish  discoveries. 
Chivalry  had  left  the  land  and  launched  upon  the  deep. 
The  Spanish  cavalier  had  embarked  in  the  caravel  of  the 
discoverer.  He  carried  among  the  trackless  wildernesses 
of  the  New  World  the  same  contempt  of  danger  and  forti- 
tude under  suffering;  the  same  restless,  roaming  spirit; 
the  same  passion  for  inroad  and  ravage  and  vainglorious 
exploit ;  and  the  same  fervent,  and  often  bigoted,  zeal  for 
the  propagation  of  his  faith,  that  had  distinguished  him 
during  his  warfare  with  the  Moors.  Instances  in  point 
will  be  found  in  the  extravagant  career  of  the  daring  Ojeda, 
particularly  in  his  adventures  along  the  poast  of  Terra 
Firma  and  the  wild  shores  of  Cuba ; — in  the  sad  story  of 
the  "  unfortunate  Nicuesa,"  graced  as  it  is  with  occasional 
touches  of  high-bred  courtesy ; — ^in  the  singular  cruise  of 
that  brave  but  credulous  old  cavalier,  Juan  Ponce  de  Leon, 
who  fell  upon  the  flowery  coast  of  Florida  in  his  search 
after  an  imaginary  fountain  of  youth ; — and  above  all,  in  the 
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Archives.  These,  with  the  historical  works  of  Herrera, 
Las  Casas,  Gomara,  and  Peter  Martyr,  have  been  his 
authorities  for  the  facts  contained  in  the  following  work, 
though  he  has  not  thought  proper  to  refer  to  them  con- 
tinually at  the  bottom  of  his  page. 

While  his  work  was  going  through  the  press,  he  re- 
ceived a  volume  of  Spanish  Biography,  written  with  great 
elegance  and  accuracy,  by  Don  Manuel  Josef  Quintana, 
and  containing  a  life  of  Vasco  Nufiez  de  Balboa.  He  was 
gratified  to  find  that  his  own  arrangement  of  facts  was 
generally  corroborated  by  this  work ;  though  he  was  en- 
abled to  correct  his  dates  in  several  instances,  and  to  make 
a  few  other  emendations  from  the  volume  of  Senor  Quin- 
tana,  whose  position  in  Spain  gave  him  the  means  of 
attaining  superior  exactness  on  these  points. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


18  VOYAGES  AND  DISCOVERIES  OF 


Alonzo  de  Ojeda  was  a  native  of  Cuenca,  in  New  Castile,  and 
of  a  respectable  family.  He  was  brought  up  as  a  page  or  esquire, 
in  the  service  of  Don  Luis  de  Cerda,  Duke  of  Medina  Celi,  one 
of  the  most  powerful  nobles  of  Spain ;  the  same  who  for  some 
time  patronized  Columbus  during  his  application  to  the  Spanish 
court* 

In  those  warlike  days,  when  the  peninsula  was  distracted  bj 
contests  between  the  Christian  kingdoms,  by  feuds  between  the 
nobles  and  the  crown,  and  by  incessant  and  marauding  war- 
fare with  the  Moors,  the  household  of  a  Spanish  nobleman  was  a- 
complete  sctool  of  arms,  where  the  youth  of  the  country  were 
sent  to  be  trained  up  in  all  kinds  of  hardy  exercises,  and  to  be 
led  to  battle  under  an  illustrious  banner.  Such  was  especially  the 
case  with  the  service  of  the  Duke  of  Medina  Celi,  who  possessed 
princely  domains,  whose  household  was  a  petty  court,  who  led 
legions  of  armed  retainers  to  the  field,  and  who  appeared  in 
splendid  state  and  with  an  immense  retinue,  more  as  an  ally  of 
Ferdinand  and  Isabella,  than  as  a  subject  He  engaged  in  many 
of  the  roughest  expeditions  of  the  memorable  war  of  Granada, 
always  insisting  on  leading  his  own  troops  in  person,  when  the 
service  was  of  pecub'ar  difficulty  and  danger.  Alonzo  de  Ojeda 
was  formed  to  signalize  himself  in  such  a  school.  Though  small 
of  stature,  he  was  well  made,  and  of  wonderful  force  and  activ- 
ity, with  a  towering  spirit  that  seemed  to  make  up  for  deficiency 
of  height  He  was  a  bold  and  graceful  horseman,  an  excellent 
foot  soldier,  dextrous  with  every  weapon,  and  noted  for  his 
extraordinary  skill  and  adroitness  in  all  feats  of  strength  and 
agilityr 

*  Varones  Iliistres,  por  F.  Pizarro  y  Orellmna,  p.  41.  Las  Casaa,  Hist. 
Ind.,  lib.  i.  cap.  82. 
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He  must  have  been  quite  joiing  when  he  followed  the  Duke 
of  Medina  GeU,  as  page,  to  the  Moorish  wars ;  for  he  was  but 
about  twenty-one  years  of  age  when  he  accompanied  Columbus 
in  his  second  voyage ;  he  had  already,  however,  distinguished 
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While  Ojeda  was  lingering  about  the  court,  letters  were  re- 
c^yed  from  Columbus,  giving  an  aocount  of  the  events  of  his 
tlurd  voyage,  especiallj  of  his  discovery  of  the  coast  of  Paria» 
which  he  described  as  abounding  in  drugs  and  ^ices,  in  gold 
and  silver,  and  precious  stones,  and,  above  all,  in  cuiental 
pearls,  and  which  he  supposed  to  be  the  borders  of  that  vast  and 
unknown  r^on  of  the  East,  wherein,  according  to  certain  learned 
theorists,  was  situated  the  terrestrial  paradise.  Specimens  of 
the  pearls,  procured  in  considerable  quantities  from  the  natives, 
accompanied  his  epistle,  together  with  charts  descriptive  of  his 
route.  These  tidings  caused  a  great  sensation  among  the  mari- 
time adventurers  of  Spain ;  but  no  one  was  more  excited  by  them 
than  Alonzo  de  Ojeda,  who,  from  his  intimacy  with  the  bishop, 
had  full  access  to  the  charts  and  correspondence  of  Columbus. 
lie  immediately  conceived  the  project  of  making  a  voyage  in  the 
route  thus  marked  out  by  the  admiral,  and  of  seizing  upon  the  first 
fruits  of  discovery  which  he  had  left  ungathered.  His  scheme  met 
with  ready  encouragement  from  Fonseca,  who,  as  has  heretofore 
been  shown,  was  an  implacable  enemy  to  Columbus,  and  willing  to 
promote  any  measure  that  might  injure  or  molest  him.  The 
bishop  accoi'dingly  granted  a  commission  to  Ojeda,  authorizing 
him  to  fit  out  an  armament  and  proceed  on  a  voyage  of  discovery 
with  the  proviso  merdy  that  he  should  not  visit  any  territories 
appertaining  to  Portugal,  nor  any  of  the  lands  discovered  in  the 
name  of  Spain  previous  to  the  year  1495.  The  latter  part  of 
this  provision  appears  to  have  been  craftily  worded  by  the  bishop, 
so  as  to  leave  the  coa^t  of  Paria  and  its  pearl  fisheries  open  to 
Ojeda,  they  having  been  recently  discovered  by  Columbus  in 
1498. 

The  commission  was  signed  by  Fonseca  alone,  in  virtue  of 
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general  powers  vested  in  him  for  such  purposes,  but  the  signature 
of  the  sovereigns  did  not  appear  on  the  instrument,  and  it  is 
doubtful  whether  their  sanction  was  sought  on  the  occasion.  He 
knew  diat  Columbus  had  recently  remonstrated  against  a  royal 
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his  voyage  to  this  verj  coast  of  Paria.  The  principal  associate 
of  Ojeda,  and  one  on  whom  he  placed  great  reliance,  was  Joan 
de  la  Cosa ;  who  accompanied  him  as  first  mate,  or,  as  it  was 
termed,  chief  pilot  This  was  a  bold  Biscayan,  who  may  be 
regarded  as  a  disciple  of  Columbus,  with  whom  he  had  sailed  in 
his  second  voyage,  when  he  coasted  Cuba  i^d  Jamaica,  and  he 
had  since  accompanied  Rodrigo  de  Bastides,  in  an  expedition 
along  the  coast  of  Terra  Firma.  The  hardy  veteran  was  looked 
up  to  by  his  contemporaries  as  an  oracle  of  the  seas,  and  was 
pronounced  one  of  the  most  able  mariners  of  the  day ;  he  may 
be  excused,  therefore,  if,  in  his  harmless  vanity,  he  considered 
himself  on  a  par  even  with  Columbus.* 

Another  conspicuous  associate  of  Ojeda,  in  this  voyage,  was 
Amerigo  Vespucci,  a  Florentine  merchant,  induced  by  broken 
fortunes  and  a  rambling  disposition  to  seek  adventures  in  the  new 
world.  Whether  he  had  any  pecuniary  interest  in  the  expedition, 
and  in  what  capacity  he  sailed,  does  not  appear.  His  importance 
has  entirely  arisen  from  subsequent  circumstances;  from  his 
having  written  and  published  a  narrative  of  his  voyages,  and 
from  Jiis  name  having  eventually  been  given  to  the  New  World. 


CHAPTER  n. 


DBPABTUBE  FBOM  SPAIN.  —  ABBIVAL  ON  THE  00A8T  QV 
PABIA. — CUSTOMS  OP  THE  NATIVES. 

Ojeda  sailed  frt)m  Port  St  Maiy  on  the  20th  of  May,  1499, 
and,  having  touched  for  supplies  at  the  Canaries,  took  a  departure 

*  Navarrete,  Colec.  Viag.,  torn.  iii.  p.  4. 
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firom  Qomara,  pursuing  the  route  of  Columbus  in  his  third  voyage, 
being  guided  by  the  chart  he  had  sent  home,  as  well  as  by  the 
mariners  who  had  accompanied  him  on  that  occasion.  At  the 
end  of  twenty-four  days  he  reached  the  continent  of  the  New 
World,  about  two  hundred  leagues  farther  south  than  the  part 
discovered  by  Columbus,  being,  as  it  is  supposed,  the  coast  of 
Surinam.* 

Hence  he  ran  along  the  coast  of  the  Gulf  of  Paria,  passing 
the  mouths  of  many  rivers,  but  especially  those  of  the  Esquivo 
and  the  Oronoko.  These,  to  the  astonishment  of  the  Spaniards, 
unaccustomed  as  yet  to  the  mighty  rivers  of  the  New  World, 
poured  forth  such  a  prodigious  volume  of  water,  as  to  freshen  the 
sea  for  a  great  extent  They  beheld  none  of  the  native^  until 
they  arrived  at  Trinidad,  on  which  island  they  niet  with  traces  of 
the  recent  visit  of  Columbus. 

Vespucci,  in  his  letters,  gives  a  long  description  of  the  people 
of  this  island  and  of  the  coast  of  Paria,  who  were  of  the  Carib 
race,  tall,  well  made,  and  vigorous,  and  expert  with  the  bow,  the 
lance,  and  the  buckler.  His  description,  in  general,  resembles 
those  which  have  frequently  been  given  of  the  aboriginals  of 
the  new  world;  there  are  two  or  three  particulars,  however, 
worthy  of  citation. 

They  appeared,  he  said,  to  believe  in  no  religious  creed,  to 
have  no  place  of  worship,  and  to  make  no  prayers  nor  sacrifices ; 
but,  he  adds,  from  the  voluptuousness  of  their  lives,  they  might 
be  considered  epicureans.t  Their  habitations  were  built  in  the 
shape  of  bells ;  of  the  trunks  of  trees,  thatched  with  palm-leaves, 
aud  were  proof  against  wind  and  weather.    They  appeared  to  be 

*  Navarrete,  torn.  iii.  p.  5. 
t  Viages  de  Vespacci    Navarrete,  torn.  iii.  p.  211. 
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in  oommoD,  and  some  of  them  were  of  sach  magnitude  as  to  ccnk 
tain  six  hondred  persons : .  in  one  place  there  were  eight  principal 
houses  capable  of  sheltering  nearly  ten  thousand  inhabitants. 
Every  seven  or  eight  years  the  natives  were  obliged  to  change 
their  residence,  from  the  maladies  engendered  by  the  heat  of  the 
climate  in  their  crowded  habitations. 

Their  riches  consisted  in  beads  and  ornaments  made  fr^m  the 
bones  of  fishes ;  in  small  white  and  great  stones  strung  like  rosa- 
ries, with  which  they  adorned  their  persons,  and  in  the  beautiful 
plumes  of  various  colors  for  which  the  tropical  birds  are  noted. 

The  Spaniards  smiled  at  their  simplicity  in  attaching  an  ex* 
traprdinary  value  to  such  worthless  trifles ;  while  the  savages,  in 
all  probability,  were  equally  surprised  at  beholding  the  strangers 
so  eager  after  gold,  and  pearls,  and  precious  stones,  which  to  them- 
selves were  objects  of  indifference. 

Their  manner  of  treating  the  dead  was  similar  to  that  ob- 
served among  the  natives  of  some  of  the  islands.  Having  depo- 
sited ihe  corpse  in  a  cavern  or  sepulchre,  they  placed  a  jar  (^ 
water  and  a  few  eatables  at  its  head,  and  then  abandoned  it  with- 
out moan  or  lamentation.  In  some  parts  of  the  coast,  when  a  per- 
son was  considered  near  his  end  his  nearest  relatives  bore  him  to 
the  woods,  and  laid  him  in  a  luunmock  suspended  to  the  trees. 
They  then  danced  round  him  until  evening,  when,  having  left 
within  his  reach  sufficient  meat  and  drink  to  sustain  him  for  four 
days,  they  repaired  to  their  habitations.  If  he  recovered  and  re^ 
turned  home,  he  was  received  with  much  ceremony  and  rejmcing ; 
tf  he  died  of  his  malady  or  of  fiunine,  nothing  more  was  thought 
of  him. 

Their  mode  of  treating  a  fever  is  also  worthy  of  mention.  In 
the  height  of  the  malady  they  plunged  the  patient  in  a  bath  of 
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the  coldest  water,  after  which  thej  obliged  hun  to  make  piany 
evolutions  round  a  great  fire,  until  he  was  in  a  violent  heat,  when 
they  put  him  to  bed,  that  he  might  sleep :  a  treatment,  by  which 
Amerigo  Vespucci  declares  he  saw  many  cured. 


CHAPTER  in. 

COASTING  OF  TERRA  FIRMA. — MILITARY  EXPEDITION ,  OF  OJEDA. 

Aft£R  touching  at  various  parts  of  Trinidad  and  the  Gulf  of 
Paria,  Ojeda  passed  through  the  strait  of  the  Boca  del  Drago,  or 
Dragon's  Mouth,  which  Columbus  had  found  so  formidable,  and 
then  steered  his  course  along  the  coast  of  Terra  Firma,  landing 
occasionally,  ontil  he  arrived  at  Curiana,  or  the  Gulf  of  Pearls. 
Hence  he  stood  to  the  opposite  island  of  Margarita,  previously 
discovered  by  Columbus,  and  since  renowned  for  its  pearl  fishery. 
This,  as  well  as  several  adjacent  islands,  he  visited  and  ex- 
plored ;  after  which  he  returned  to  the  main-land,  and  touched 
at  Cumana  and  Maracapana,  where  he  found  the  rivers  infested 
with  alligators,  resembling  the  crocodiles  of  the  Nile. 

Finding  a  convenient  harbor  at  Maracapana,  he  unloaded  and 
careened  his  vessels  there,  and  built  a  small  brigantine.  The 
natives  came  to  him  in  great  numbers,  bringing  abundance  of 
venison,  fish,  and  cassava  bread,  and  aiding  the  seamen  in  their 
kbors.  Their  hospitality  was  not  certainly  disinterested,  for  they 
sought  to  gain  the  protection  of  the  Spaniards,  whom  they  rever- 
enced as  superhuman  beings.  When  they  thought  they  had  suffi- 
ciently secured  their  favor,  they  represented  to  Ojeda  that  their 
coast  was  subject  to  invasion  from  a  distant  island,  the  inhabitants 

VOL.  III.  2 
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of  ,whicli  were  cannibals,  and  carried  their  people  into  captivity, 
to  be  devoured  at  their  unnatural  banquets.  They  besought  Ojeda, 
therefore,  to  avenge  them  upon  these  ferocious  enemies. 

The  request  was  gratifying  to  the  fighting  propensities  of  Ojeda, 
and  to  his  love  of  adventure,  and  was  readily  granted.  Taking 
seven  of  the  natives  on  board  of  his  vessels,  as  guides,  he  set  sail 
in  quest  of  the  cannibals.  After  sailing  for  seven  days  he  came 
to  a  chain  of  islands,  some  peopled,  others  uninhabited,  supposed 
to  have  been  the  Caribbee  islands.  One  of  these  was  pointed  out 
by  his  guides  as  the  habitation  of  their  foes.  On  running  near 
the  shore  he  beheld  it  thronged  with  savages,  decorated  with  coro- 
nets of  gaudy  plumes,  their  bodies  painted  with  a  variety  of  colors. 
They  were  armed  with  bows  and  arrows,  witb  darts,  lances,  and 
bucklers,  and  seemed  prepared  to  defend  their  island  from  invasion. 

The  show  of  war  was  calculated  to  rouse  the  martial  spirit  of 
Qjeda.  He  brought  his  ships  to  anchor,  ordered  out  his  boats, 
and  provided  each  with  a  paterero  or  small  cannon.  Besides  the 
oarsmen,  each  boat  contained  a  number  of  soldiers,  who  were  told 
to  crouch  out  of  sight  in  the  bottom.  The  boats  then  pulled  in 
steadily  for  the  shore.  As  they  approached  the  Indians  let  fly  a 
cloud  of  ^arrows,  but  without  much  effect  Seeing  the  boats  con- 
tinue to  advance,  the  savages  threw  themselves  into  the  sea,  and 
brandished  their  lances  to  prevent  their  landing.  Upon  this,  the 
soldiers  sprang  up  and  discharged  the  patereroes.  At  the  sound 
and  smoke  the  savages  abandoned  the  water  in  affright,  while 
Ojeda  and  his  men  leaped  on  shore  and  pursued  them.  The  Carib 
warriors  rallied  on  the  banks,  and  fought  for  a  long  time  with  a 
courage  peculiar  to  Uieir  race,  but  were  at  length  driven  to  the 
woods,  at  the  edge  of  the  sword,  leaving  many  killed  and  woonded 
on  the  field  of  battle. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  COMPANIONS  OF  COLUMBUS.  87 


On  the  following  day  the  savages  were  seen  on  the  shore  in 
stin  greater  numbers,  armed  and  painted,  and  decorated  with  war 
plumes,  and  sounding  defiance  with  their  conchs  and  drums.  Ojeda 
again  landed  with  fiflj-seven  men,  whom  he  separated  into  four 
companies  and  ordered  to  charge  the  enemy  from  different  direc- 
tions. The  Caribs  fought  for  a  time  hand  to  hand,  displaying 
great  dexterity  in  covering  themselves  with  their  bucklers,  but 
were  at  length  entirely  routed,  and  driven  with  great  slaughter  to 
the  forests.  The  Spaniards  had  but  one  man  killed  and  twenty- 
one  wounded  in  these  combats, — such  superior  advantage  did  their 
armor  give  them  over  the  naked  savages.  Having  plundered  and 
set  fire  to  the  houses,  they  returned  triumphantly  to  their  ships, 
with  a  number  of  Carib  captives ;  and  made  sail  for  the  main-land. 
Qjeda  bestowed  a  part  of  the  i«poil  upon  the  seven  Indians  who 
had  accompanied  him  as  guides,  and  sent  them  exulting  to  their 
homes,  to  relate  to  their  countrymen  the  signal  vengeance  wreaked 
upon  their  foes.  He  then  anchored  in  a  bay  where  he  remained 
for  twenty  days  until  his  men  had  recovered  from  their  wounds.* 

*  There  is  some  discrepaDce  in  the  early  accoaDts  of  this  battle,  as  to  the 
time  and  place  of  its  occarrence.  The  author  has  collated  the  narratives  of 
Vespncci,  Las  Caaas,  Herrera,  and  Peter  Martyr,  and  the  evidence  given  in  the 
lawsuit  of  Diego  Colmnbns,  and  has  endeavored  as  mnch'as  possible  to  recon- 
cile them. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

DISCOVERT    OF    THE    GULF    OF    VENEZUELA.  —  TRANSACTIONS 

THERE. OJEDA    EXPLORES    THE    GULF. PENETRATES    TO 

MARACAIBO. 

His  crew  being  refreshed  and  the  wounded  Siufficiently  recovered, 
Ojeda  made  sail,  and  touched  at  the  island  of  Curazao,  which,  ac- 
cording to  the  accounts  of  Vespucci,  was  inhabited  by  a  race  of 
giants,  "  every  woman  appearing  a  Penthesilea,  and  every  man 
an  Antaeus."*  As  Vespucci  was  a  scholar,  and  as  he  supposed 
himself  exploring  the  regions  of  the  extreme  East,  the  ancient 
realm  of  fable,  it  is  probable  his  imagination  deceived  him,  and 
construe!!  the  formidable  accounts  given  by  the  Indians  of  their 
cannibal  neighbors  of  the  islands,  into  something  according  with 
his  recollections  of  classic  fable.  Certain  it  is  that  the  reports  of 
subsequent  voyagers  proved  the  inhabitants  of  the  island  to  be  of 
the  ordinary  size. 

Proceeding  along  the  coast  he  arrived  at  a  vast  deep  gulf, 
resembling  a  tranquil  lake ;  entering  which,  he  beheld  on  the 
eastern  side  a  village,  the  construction  of  which  struck  him  with 
surprise.  It  coijsisted  of  twenty  large  houses,  shaped  like  bells, 
and  built  on  piles  driven  into  the  bottom  of  the  lake,  which,  in 
this  part,  was  limpid  and  of  but  little  depth.  Each  house  was 
provided  with  a  drawbridge,  and  with  canoes  by  which  the  com- 
munication was  carried  on.  From  these  resemblances  to  the 
Italian  city,  Ojeda  gave  to  the  bay  the  name  of  the  Gulf  of 

•  Vcfl|)ucci. — Letter  to  Lorenzo  de  Pier  Francisco  de  Medicis. 
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Venice :  and  it  is  called  ^t  the  present  daj  Venezuela,  or  little 
Venice  :  the  Indian  name  was  Coquibacoa. 

When  the  inhabitants  beheld  the  ships  standing  into  the  bay, 
looking  like  wonderful  and  unknown  apparitions  from  the  deep, 
they  fled  with  terror  to  their  houses,  and  raised  the  drawbridges. 
The  Spaniards  remained  for  a  time  gazing  with  admiration  at  this 
amphibious  vilk^e,  when  a  squadron  of  canoes  entered  the  harbor 
from  the  sea.  On  beholding  the  ships  they  paused  in  mute  amaze- 
ment, and  pn  the  Spaniards  attempting  to  approach  them,  paddled 
swiftly  to  shore,  and  plunged  intQ  the  forest.  They  soon  returned 
with  sixteen  young  girls,  whom  they  conveyed  in  their  canoes  to 
the  ships,  distributing  four  on  board  of  each,  either  as  peace-offer- 
ings or  as  tokens  of  amity  and  confidence.  The  best  of  under- 
standing now  seemed  to  be  established;  and  the  inhabitants  of 
the  village  came  swarming  about  the  ships  in  their  canoes,  and 
others  swimming  in  great  numbers  from  the  shores. 

The  friendship  of  the  savages,  however,  was  all  delusive. 
On  a  sudden  several  old  Women  at  the  doors  of  the  houses  uttered 
loud  shrieks,  tearing  their  hair  in  fury.  It  appeared  to  be  a  sig- 
nal for  hostility.  The  sixteen  nymphs  planged  into  the  sea  and 
made  for  shore ;  the  Indians  in  the  canoes  caught  up  their  bows 
and  discharged  a  flight  of  arrows,  and  even  those  who  were  swim- 
ming brandished  darts  and  lances,  which  they  had  hitherto  con- 
cealed beneath  the  water. 

Ojeda  was  for  a  moment  surprised  at  seeing  war  thus  starting 
up  on  every  side,  and  the  very  sea  bristling  with  weapons.  Man- 
ning his  boats,  he  charged  amongst  the  thickest  of  the  enemy, 
shattered  and  sunk  several  of  their  canoes,  killed  twenty  Indians 
and  wounded  many  more,  and  spread  such  a  pai)ic  among  them, 
that  most  of  the  survivors  flung  themselves  into  the  sea  and  swam 
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to  shore.  Three  of  them  were  taken  .prisoners,  and  two  of  the 
fugitive  girls,  and  were  conveyed  on  board  of  the  ships,  where 
the  men  were  put  in  irons.  One  of  them,  however,  and  the  two 
girls  succeeded  in  dextrouslj  escaping  the  same  night 

Ojeda  had  but  five  men  wounded  in  the  affray ;  all  of  whom 
recovered.  He  visited  the  houses,  but  found  them  abandoned 
and  destitute  of  booty ;  notwithstanding  the  unprovoked  hostility 
of  the  inhabitants,  he  spared  the  buildings,  that  he  might  not 
cause  useless  irritation  along  the  coast 

Continuing  to  explore  this  gulf,  Ojeda  penetrated  to  a  port  or 
harbor,  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  St.  Bartholomew,  but 
which  \b  supposed  to  be  the  same  at  present  known  by  the  ori- 
ginal Indian  name  of  Maracaibo.  Here,  in  compliance  with  the 
entreaties  of  the  natives,  he  sent  a  detachment  of  twenty-seven 
Spaniards  on  a  visit  to  the  interior.  For  nine  days  they  were 
conducted  from  town  to  town,  and  feaCsted  and  almost  idolized  by 
the  Indians,  who  regarded  them  as  angelic  beings,  performing 
their  national  dances  and  game^,  and  chanting  their  traditional 
ballads  for  theii*  entertainment 

The  natives  of  this  part  were  distinguished  for  the  symmetry 
of  their  forms ;.  the  females  in  particular  appeared  to  the  Span- 
iards to  surpass  all  they  had  yet  beheld  in  the  New  World  for 
grace  and  beauty.  Neither  did  the  men  display  in  the  least  de- 
gree that  jealousy  which  prevailed  in  the  other  parts  of  the  coast ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  permitted  the  most  frank  and  intimate  inter- 
course with  their  wives  and  daughters. 

By  the  time  the  Spaniards  set  out  on  their  return  to  the  ship, 
the  whole  country  was  aroused,  pouring  forth  its  population,  male 
and  female,  to  do  them  honor.  Some  bore  them  in  litters  or 
hammocks,  that  they  might  not  be  fatigued  with  the  journey,  and 
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CHAPTER  V. 

PROSECUTION   OF   THE   VOYAGE. — ^KETUEN   TO    SPAIN. 

Leaving  the  friendly  port  of  Coquibacoa,  Ojeda  continued  along 
the  western  shores  of  the  Gulf  of  Venezuela,  and  standing  out  to 
sea,  and  doubling  Cape  Maracaibo,  he  pursued  his  coasting  voy- 
age from  port  to  port,  and  promontory  to  promontory,  of  this 
unknown  continent,  until  he  reached  that  long-stretching  headland 
called  Cape  de  la  Vela.  There  the  state  of  his  vessels,  and  per- 
haps the  disappointment  of  his  hopes  at  not  meeting  with  abun- 
dant sources  of  immediate  wealth,  induced  him  to  abandon  all 
further  voyaging  along  the  coast,  and  changing  his  course,  he 
stood  across  the  Caribbean  Sea  for  Hispaniola.  The  tenor  of  his 
commission  forbade  his  visiting  that  island ;  but  Ojeda  was  not  a 
man  to  stand  upon  trifles  when  his  interest  or  inclination  prompted 
the  contrary.  He  trusted  to  excuse  the  infraction  of  his  orders 
by  the  alleged  necessity  of  touching  at  the  island  to  calk  and 
relit  his  vessels,  and  to  procure  provisions.  His  true  object,  how- 
ever, is  supposed  to  have  been  to  cut  dye-wood,  which  abounds  in 
the  western  part  of  Hispaniola. 

He  accordingly  anchored  at  Yaquimo  in  September,  and 
landed  with  a  large  party  of  his  men.  Columbus  at  that  time 
held  command  of  the  island,  and,  hearing  of  this  unlicensed 

the  voyage.  On  the  24th  June  they  discovered  Newfoundland,  and  afterwards 
coasted  the  continent  quite  to  Florida,  bringing  back  to  England  a  valuable 
cargo  and  several  of  the  natives.  This  was  the  first  discovery  of  the  main-land 
of  America.  •  The  success  of  this  expedition  may  have  prompted  the  o^e  which 
Ojeda  encotmtered  in  the  neighborhood  of  Coquibacoa. 
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intrusion,  dispatched  Francisco  Roldan,  the  quondam  rebel,  to 
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PEDRO  ALONZO  NINO*  AND  CnRISTOVAI  GUERRA. 

[1499.] 

The  permission  granted  bj  Bishop  Fonseca  to  Alonzo  de  Ojeda 
to  undertake  a  private  expedition  to  the  New  World,  roused  the 
emulation  of  others  of  the  followers  of  Columbus.  Among  these 
was  Pedro  Alonzo  Nino,  a  hardy  seaman,  native  of  Moguer,  in 
the  vicinity  of  Palos,  who  had  sailed  with  Columbus,  as  a  pilot, 
in  his  first  voyage,  and  also  in  his  eruisings  along  the  coasts  of 
Cuba  and  Paria.t  He  soon  obtained  from  the  bishop  a  similar 
license  to  that  given  to  Ojeda,  and  like  the  latter,  sought  for  some 
moneyed  confederate  among  the  rich  merchants  of  Seville.  One 
of  these,  named  Luis  Guerra,  offered  to  fit  out  a  caravel  for  the 
expedition  ;  but  on  condition  that  his  brother,  Christoval  Guerra, 
should  have  the  command.  The  poverty  of  Nino  compelled  him 
to  assent  to  the  stipulations  of  the  man  of  wealth,  and  he  sailed 
as  subaltern  in  his  own  enterprise;  but  his  nautical  skill  and 
knowledge  soon  gained  him  the  ascendency ;  he  became  virtually 
tfhe  captain,  and  ultimately  enjoyed  the  whole  credit  of  the 
voyage. 

The  bark  of  these  two  adventurers  was  but  of  fifty  tons  bor- 

*  Pronounced  Ninyo.    The  N  in  Spanish  is  always  pronounced  as  if  fol* 
lowed  by  the  letter  y.  ■ 

t  Testimony  of  Bastides  in  the  lawsuit  of  Diego  Columbos. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  COMPANIONS  OF  COLUMBUS. 


then,  and  the  crew  thirty-three  souls,  all  told.  With  this  slender 
armament  they  undertook  to  traverse  unknown  and  dangerous 
seas,  and  to  e^cplore  th^  barbarous  shores  of  that  vast  continent 
recently  discovered  by  Columbus ; — such  was  the  daring  spirit  of 
the  Spanish  voyagers  of  those  days. 

It  was  about  the  beginning  of  June,  1499,  and  but  a  few  days 
after  the  departure  of  Ojeda,  that  they  put  to  sea.  They  sailed 
from  the  little  port  of  Palos,  the  cradle  of  American  discovery, 
whose  brave  and  skillful  mariners  long  continued  foremost  in 
all  enterprises  to  the  New  World.  Being  guided  by  the  chart 
of  Columbus,  they  followed  his  route,  and  reached  the  southern 
continent,  a  little  beyond  Paria,  abput  fifleen  days  after  the  same 
coast  had  been  visited  by  Ojeda. 

They  then  proceeded  to  the  Gulf  of  Paria,  where  they  landed 
to  cut  dye-wood,  and  were  amicably  entertained  by  the  natives. 
Shortly  afterwards,  sallying  from  the  gulf  by  the  Boca  del  Drago^ 
they  encountered  eighteen  canoes  of  Caribs,  the  pirate  rovers  of 
these  seas,  and  the  terror  of  the  bordering  lands.  This  savage 
armada,  instead  of  being  daunted,  as  usual,  by  the  sight  of  a 
European  ship,  with  swelling  sails,  resembling  some  winged 
monster  of  the  deep,  considered  it  only  .as  an  object  of  plunder 
or  hostility,  and  assailed  it  with  showers  t)f  arrows.  The  sudden 
burst  of  artillery,  however,  from  the  sides  of  the  caravel,  and 
the  havoc  made  by  this  seeming  thunder,  struck  them  with  dis- 
may, and  they  fled  in  all  directions.  The  Spaniards  succeeded 
in  capturing  one  of  the  caiioes,  with  one  of  the  warrior?  who  had 
manned  it.  In  the  bottom  of  the  canoe  lay  an  Indian  prisoner, 
bound  hand  and  foot  On  being  liberated  he  informed. the  Span- 
iards, by  signs,  that  these  Caribs  had  been  on  a  mi^*auding  expe- 
dition along  the  neighboring  coasts,  shutting  themselves  up  at 
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night  in  a  stockade  which  they  carried  with  them,  and  issuing 
forth  by  day  to  plunder  the  villages  and  make  captives.  He  had 
been  one  of  seven  prisoners ;  his  companions  had  been  devoured 
before  his  eyes  at  the  cannibal  banquets  of  these  savages,  and  he 
had  been  awaiting  the  same  miserable  fate.  Honest  Nino  and 
his  confederates  were  so  indignant  at  this  recital,  that,  receiving 
it  as  established  fact,  they  performed  what  they  considered  an  act 
of  equitable  justice,  by  abandoning  the  Carib  to  the  discre- 
tion of  his  late  captive.  The  latter  fell  upon  the  defenceless 
warrior  with  fist,  and  foot,  and  cudgel';  nor  did  his  rage  subside 
even  after  the  breath  had  been  mauled  out  of  his  victim,  but, 
tearing  the  grim  head  from  the  body,  he  placed  it  on  a  pole,  as  a 
trophy  of  his  vengeance. 

Nino  and  his  fellow-adventurers  now  steered  for  the  island  of 
Margarita,  where  they  obtained  a  considerable  quantity  of  pearls 
by  barter.  They  afterwards  skirted  the  opposite  coast  of  Cu- 
mana,  trading  cautiously  and  shrewdly,  from  port  to  port ;  some- 
times remaining  on  board  of  their  little"  bark,  and  obliging  the 
savages  to  come  off  to  thera,  when  the  latter  appeared  too  nu- 
merous ;  at  other  times  venturing  on  shore,  and  even  into  the 
interior.  They  were  invariably  treated  with  amity  by  the  natives, 
who  were  perfectly  naked,  excepting  that  they  were  adorned  with 
necklaces  and  bwicelets  of  pearJs.  These  they  sometimes  gave 
freely  to  the  Spaniards,  at  other  times  they  exchanged  them  for 
glass  beads  and  other  trinkets,  and  smiled  at  the  folly  of  the 
strangers  in  making  such  silly  bargains.* 

The  Spaniards  were  struck  with  the  grandeur  and  density  gf 
the  forests  along  this  coast ;  for  in  these  regions  of  heat  and 
moisture  vegetation  appears  in  its  utmost  magnificence.     They 

*  Las  Casas,  Hist.  Ind.,  lib.  i.  cap.  171. 
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heard  also  the  cries  and  roarings  of  wild  and  unknown  animals 
in  the  woodlands,  which,  however,  appeared  not  to  be  very  dan- 
gerous, as  the  Indians  went  about  the  forest  armed  solely  with 
bows  and  arrows.  From  meeting  with  deer  and  rabbits,  they 
were  convinced  that  that  was  a  part  of  Terra  IQ'irma,  not  having 
found  any  animals  of  the  kind  on  the  islands.* 

Nino  and  Gnerra  were  so  well  pleased  with  the  hospitality  of 
the  natives  of  Gumana,  and  with  the  profitable  traffic  for  pearls, 
by  which  they  obtained  many  of  great  size  and  beauty,  that  they 
remained  upwards  of  three  months  on  the  coast. 

They  then  proceeded  westward  to  a  country  called  Cauchieto, 
trading,  as  usual,  for  pearis,  atid  for  the  inferior  kind  of  gold 
called  guanin.  At  length  they  arrived  at  a  number  of  houses  and 
gardens  situated  on  a  river  and  protected  by  a  kind  of  fortress, 
the  whole  forming,  to  the  eyes  of  the  Spaniards,  one  of  the  most 
delicious  abodes  imaginable.  They  were  about  to  land  and  enjoy 
the  pleasures  of  this  fancied  Paradise^  when  they  beheld  upwards 
of  a  thousand  Indians,  armed  with  bows  and  arrows  and  war 
clubs,  preparing  to  give  them  a  warm  reception ;  having  been 
probably  incensed  by  the  recent  visit  of  Qjeda.  As  Nino  and 
Guerra  had  not  the  fighting  propensities  of  Ojeda,  and  were  in 
quest  of  profit  rather  than  renown,  having  moreover,  in  all  proba- 
bility, the  fear  of  the  rich  merchant  of  Seville  before  their  eyes,  they 
prudently  abstained  from  landing,  and,  abandoning  this  hostile 
coast,  returned  forthwith  to  Gumana,  to  resuiiie  their  ,trade  for 
pearls.  They  soon  amassed  a  great  number,  many  of  which 
were  equal  in  size  and  beauty  to  the  most  celebrated  of  the  east, 
though  they  had  been  injured  in  boring  from  a  want  of  proper 
implements. 

•  Navairelc,  torn.  iii.  p.  14. 
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Satisfied  mih  their  success,  they  now  set  sail  for  Spain,  and 
piloted  their  little  bark  safely  to  Bayonne  in  Galliday  where  they 
anchored  about  the  middle  of  April,  1500,  nearly  two  months 
before  the  arrival  of  Qjeda  and  his  associates,  La  Cosa  and 
Vespucci.* 

The  most  successful  voyagers  to  the  New  ViTorld  were  doomed 
to  trouble  from  their  very  success.  The  ample  amount  of  pearls 
paid  to  the  treasury,  as  the  royal  portion  of  the  profits  of  thb 
expedition,  drew  suspicion  instead  of  favor  upon  the  two  adven* 
turers.  They  were  accused  of  having  concealed  a  great  part  of 
the  pearls  collected  by  them,  thus  defrauding  their  companions 
and  the  crown.  Pedro  Alonzo  Nino  was  actually  thrown  into 
prison  on  this  accusation,  but,  nothing  being  proved  against  him| 
he  was  eventually  set  free,  and  enjoyed  the  enviable  reputation 
of  having  performed  the  richest  voyage  that  had  yet  been  made 
to  the  New  Worldf 

*  Peter  Martyr.    Other  historiaxiB  give  a  different  date  for  their  aniyaL 
Herrera  saya  Feb.  6. 

t  Navarrete,  Colec.  torn.  iii.  p.  11.    Herrera,  decad.  i.  lib.  iy.  cap.  5. 
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Ck)Iumbus  was  one  of  the  surest  recommendations  to  the  favor  of 
the  Bishop  Fonseca,  hy  whom  the  license  was  issued  for  their 
expedition. 

Vicente  Yanez  Pinzon  was  the  leader  of  this  new  enierprise, 
and  he  was  accompanied  by  two  nephews,  Arias  Perez  and  Diego 
Fernandez,  sons  of  his  late  brother,  Martin  Alonzo  Pinzon. 
Several  of  his  sailors  had  sailed  with  Ck)lumbus  in  his  recent  voy- 
age to  Paria,  as  had  also  his  three  principal  pilots,  Juan  Quintero^ 
Juan  de  Umbria,  and  Juan  de  Jerez.  Thus  these  minor  voyages 
aeemed  all  to  emanate  from  the  great  expeditions  of  Columbus, 
and  to  aim  at  realizing  the  ideas  and  speculations  contained  in  the 
papers  transmitted  by  him  to  Spain. 

The  armament  consisted  of  four  caravels,  and  was  fitted  out  at 
the  port  of  Palos.  The  funds  of  Vicente  Yanez  were  completely 
exhausted  before  he  had  fitted  out  his  little  squadron ;  he  was 
obliged  therefore  to  purchase  on  credit  the  sea-stores  and  articles 
of  traffic  necessary  for  the  enterprise.  The  merchants  of  Palos 
seem  to  have  known  how  to  profit  by  the  careless  nature  of  sailors 
and  the  sanguine  spirit  of  discoverers.  In  their  bargains  they 
charged  honest  Pinzon  eighty  and  a  hundred  per  cent  above  the 
market  value  of  their  merchandise,  and  in  the  hurry  and  urgency 
of  the  moment  he  was  obliged  to  submit  to  the  imposition.* 

The  squadron  put  to  sea  in  the  beginning  of  December,  1499, 
and  after  passing  the  Canary  and  Cape  de  Verde  Islands,  stood 
to  the  southwest.  Having  sailed  about  seven  hundred  leagues, 
they  crossed  the  equator  and  lost  sight  of  the  north  star.  They 
had  scarcely  passed  the  equinoctial  line  when  they  encountered  a 
terrible  tempest,  which  had  well  nigh  swallowed  up  their  slender 

♦  Navarrete,  vol.  iii.     Sec  Doc.  No.  7,  where  Vicente  Yanez  Pinzon  peti- 
tioila  for  redress. 
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combat,  and  the  two  parties  remained  for  a  short  time  eyeing  each 
other  with  mutual  curiosity  and  distrust.  The  Spaniards  now  dis- 
played looking-glasses,  beads,  and  other  trinkets,  and  jingled 
strings  of  hawks'-bells,  in  general  so  captivating  to  an  Indian  ear ; 
but  the  haughty  savages  treated  all  their  overtures  with  contempt, 
regarding  these  offerings  carelessly  for  a  short  time,  and  then 
stalking  off  with  stoic  gravity.  They  were  ferocious  of  feature, 
and  apparently  warlike  in  disposition,  and  are  supposed  to  have 
been  a  wandering  race  of  unusual  size,  who  roamed  about  in  the 
night,  and  were  of  the  most  fierce  untractable  nature.  By  night- 
&11  there  was  not  an  Indian  to  be  seen  in  the  neighborhood. 

Disconraged  by  the  inhospitable  character  of  the  coast.  Pin- 
zoQ  made  sail  and  stood  to  the  northwest,  until  he  came  to  the 
mouth  of  a  river  too  shallow  to  receive  his  ships.  Here  he«ent 
his  boats  on  shore  with  a  number  of  men  well  armed.  They 
landed  on  the  river  banks,  and  beheld  a  multitude  of  naked  In- 
dians on  a  neighboring  hill.  A  single  Spaniard,  armed  simply 
with  sword  and  buckler,  was  sent  to  invite  them  to  friendly  inter- 
course. He  approached  them  with  signs  of  amity,  and  threw  to 
them  a  hawk's-bell.  They  replied  to  him  with  similar  signs,  and 
threw  to  him  a  small  gilded  wand.  The  soldier  stooped  to  pick  it 
up,  when  suddenly  a  troop  of  savages  rushed  down  to  seize  him ; 
he  threw  himself  immediately  upon  the  defensive,  with  sword  and 
target,  and  though  but  a  small  man,  and  far  from  robust,  handled 
his  weapons  with  such  dexterity  and  fierceness,  that  he  kept  the 
savages  at  bay,  making  a  dear  circle  round  him,  and  wounding 
several  who  attempted  to  break  it.  His  unlooked-for  prowess 
surprised  and  confounded  his  assailants,  and  gave  time  for  his 
comrades  to  come  to  his  assistance.  The  Indians  then  made  a 
general  assault,  with  such  a  galling  discharge  of  darts  and  arrows 
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that  almost  immediately  eight  or  ten  Spaniards  were  slain,  and 
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there  was  but  little  gold,  nor  anj  thing  else  of  value  to  be  found 
among  the  simple  natives,  he  requited  their  hospitality,  in  the 
mode  too  common  among  the  early  discoverers,  by  carrying  off 
thirty-six  of  them  captive. 

Having  regained  the  sight  of  the  polar  star,  Pinzon  pursued 
his  course  along  the  coast,  passing  the  mouths .  of  the  Oronoko, 
and  entering  the  Gulf  of  Paria,  where  he  landed  and  cut  brazil- 
wood. Sallying  forth  by  the  Boca  del  Drago,  he  reached  the 
island  of  Hispaniola  about  the  23d  of  June,  whence  he  sailed  for 
the  Bahamas.  Here,  in  the  month  of  July,  while  at  anchor,  there 
came  such  a  tremendous  hurricane  that  two  of  the  caravels  were 
swallowed  up  with  fdl  their  crews  in  the  sight  of  their  terrified 
companions ;  a  third  parted  her  cables  and  was  driven  out  to  sea, 
while  the  fourth  was  so  furiously  beaten  by  the  tempest  that  the 
crew  threw  themselves  into  the  boats  and  made  for  «hoi^.  Here 
they  found  a  few  naked  Indians,  who  offered  them  no  molestation ; 
but,  fearing  that  they  might  spread  the  tidings  of  a  handful  of 
shipwrecked  Spaniards  being  upon  the  coast,  and  thus  bring  the 
savages  of  the  neighboring  islands  upon  them,  a  council  of  war 
was  held  whether  it  would  not  be  a  wise  precaution  to  put  these 
Indfans  to  death.  Fortunately  for  the  latter,  the  vessel  which 
had  been  driven  from  her  anchors  returned  and  put  an  end  to  the 
alarm,  and  to  the  council  of  war.  The  other  caravel  also  rode 
out  the  storm  uninjured,  and  the  sea  subsiding,  the  Spaniards 
returned  on  board,  and  made  the  best  of  their  way  to  the  island 
of  Hispaniola.  Having  repaired  the  damages  sustained  in  the 
gale,  they  again  made  sail  for  Spain,  and  came  to  anchor  in  the 
river' before  Palos,  about  the  end  of  September. 

Thus  ended  one  of  the  most  checkered  and  disastrous  voyages 
yet  made  to  the  New  World.    Yanez  Pinzon  had  lost  two  of  his 
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ships,  and  manj  of  his  men ;   what  made  the  loss  of  the  latter 
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respect  to  Pinzon  from  a  royal  order  issued  in  the  following  jear, 
allowing  him  to  export  a  quantity  of  grain,  in  consideration  of 
the  heavy  losses  he  had  sustained  in  his  voyage  of  discovery.  He 
did  hut  share  the  usual  lot  of  the  Spanish  discoverers,  whose 
goldai  anticipations  too  frequently  ended  in  penury ;  hut  he  is 
distinguished  from  among  the  crowd  of  them  by  being  the  first 
European  who  crossed  the  equinoctial  line,  on  the  western  ocean, 
and  by  discovering  the  great  kingdom  of  BraziL* 

*  On  the  5th  of  September,  1501,  a  royal  permission  was  given  to  Vicente 
Yanez  Pinzon  to  colonize  and  govern  the  lands  he  had  discovered,  beginning  a 
little  north  of  the  river  Amazon,  and  extending  to  Cape  St.  Angostine.  The 
ol^t  of  the  government  in  this  permission  was  to  establish  an  potpost  and  a 
resolate  commander  on  this  southern  frontier,  to  check  any  intrusions  the  Per* 
tngnese  might  make  in  consequence- of  the  accidental  discovery  of  a  part  of  the 
coast  of  Brazil  by  Pedro  Alvarez  Cabral,  in  1500.  The  subsequent  arrange- 
ment of  a  partition  line  between  the  two  countries  prevented  the  necessity  of 
this  precaution,  and  it  does  not  appear  that  Vicente  Yanez  Pinzon  made  any 
second  voyage  to  thos6  parts. 

In  1506  he  undertook  an  expedition  in  company  with  Juan  Diaz  de  Solis,  a 
native  of  Lebr^ja,  the  object  of  which  was  to  endeavor  to  find  the  strait  or  pas- 
sage supposed  by  Columbus  to  lead  from  the  Atlantic  to  a  Southern  Ocean.  It 
was  necessarily  without  success,  as  was  also  another  voyage  made  by  them,  for 
the  same  purpose,  in  1508.  As  no  such  passage  exists,  no  blame  could  attach 
to  those  ahle  navigators  for  being  foiled  in  the  object  of  their  search. 

In  consequence  of  the  distinguished  merits  and  services  of  the  Pinzon 
fiimlly,  they  were  raised,  by  the  Emperor  Charles  V,  to  the  dignity  of  a  Hidal- 
gnia^  or  nobility,  without  any  express  title,  and  a  coat  of  arms  was  granted 
them,  on  which  were  emblazoned  three  caravels,  with  a  hand  at  the  stem 
pointing  to  an  island  covered  with  savages.  This  coat  of  arms  is  still  main- 
tained by  the  fiunily,  who  have  added  to  it  the  motto  granted  to  Columhofl^ 
merely  substituting  the  name  of  Pinzon  for  that  of  the  admiral, 

A  Castile  y  a  L«on, 
Nnero  Mando  dio  Pint«n. 
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Prudently  distrusting  his  own  judgment  in  nautical  matters, 
this  adventurous  notary  associated  with  him  the  veteran  pilot  Juan 
de  la  CJosa,  the  same  hardy  Biscayan  who  had  sailed  with  CJolum- 
hus  and  Ojeda.  A  general  outline  of  their  voyage  has  already" 
been  given  in  the  life  of  Columbus  ;  it  extended  the  discoveries 
of  the  coast  of  Terra  Firma  from  Cape  de  la  Vela,  where  Ojeda 
had  lefl  off,  quite  to  the  port  of  Nombre  de  Dios. 

Bastides  distinguished  himself  from  the  mass  of  discoverers 
by  his  kind  treatment  of  the  natives,  and  Juan  de  la  Cosa  by  hia 
sound  discretion  and  his  able  seamanship.  Their  voyage  had 
been  extremely  successful,  and  they  had  collected,  by  barter,  a 
great  amount  of  gold  and  pearls,  when  their  prosperous  career 
was  checked  by  an  unlooked-for  evil.  Their  vessels  to  their  sur- 
prise became  leaky  in  every  part,  and  they  discovered,  to  their 
dismay,  that  the  bottoms  were  pierced  in  innumerable  places  bj 
the  broma,  or  worm,  which  abounds  in  the  waters  of  the  torrid 
zone,  but  of  which  they,  as  yet,  had  scarcely  any  knowledge.  It 
was  with  great  difficulty  they  could  keep  afloat  until  tliey  reached 
a  small  islet  on  the  coast  of  Hispaniola.  Here  they  repaired 
their  ships  as  well  as  they  were  able,  and  again  put  to  sea  to 
return  to  Cadiz.  A  succession  of  gales  drove  them  back  to  port ; 
the  ravages  of  the  worms  continued,  the  leaks  broke  out  afresh  ; 
they  landed  the  most  portable  and  precious  part  of  their  wealthy 
cargoes,  and  the  vessels  foundered  with  the  remainder.  Bastides 
lost,  moreover,  the  arms  and  ammunition  saved  from  the  wreck, 
being  obliged  to  destroy  them  lest  they  should  fall  into  the  hands 
of  the  Indians. 

Distributing  his  men  into  three  bands,  two  of  them  headed  by 
La  Cosa  and  himself,  they  set  off  for  San  Domingo  by  three 
several  routes,  as  the  country  was  not  able  to  furnish  provisions 
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for  so  large  a  body.  Each  band  was  proyided  with  a  coffer  stored 
with  trinkets  and  other  articles  of  Indian  traffic,  with  which  to 
buj  provisions  on  the  road. 

Francisco  de  Bobadilla,-  the  wrong-headed  oppressor  and  su- 
perseder  of  Columbus,  was  at  that  time  Governor  of  San  Do- 
mingo. The  report  reached  him  that  a^  crew  of  adventurers  had 
landed  on  the  island)  and  were  marching  through  the  country  in 
three  bands,  each  provided  with  a  coffer  of  gold,  and  carrying  on 
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algoazU  mayor.*  Such  was  the  economical  generosity  of  King 
Ferdinand,  who  rewarded  the  past  toils  of  his  adventaroas  dis- 
ooYerers  out  of  the  expected  produce  of  their  fatore  labors. 

*  Nararretc,  Colcc.  torn.  iii. 
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ritory,  proyided  the  half  did  not  exceed  300,000  marayedies :  all 
beyond  that  amount  was  to  go  to  the  crown. 

A  principal  reason,  however,  for  granting  this  goyemment 
and  those  privileges  to  Ojeda,  was  that,  in  his  previous  voyage,  he 
had  met  with  English  adventurers  on  a  Voyage  of  Discovery  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Coquibacoa,  at  which  the  jealousy  of  the 
sovereigns  had  taken  the  «iarm.  They  were  anxious,  therefore, 
to  establish  a  resolute  and  fighting  commander  like  Ojeda  upon 
this  outpost,  and  they  instructed  him  to  set  up  the  arms  of  Castile 
and  Leon  in  every  place  he  visited,  as  a  signal  of  discovery  and 
possession,  and  to  put  a  stop  to  the  intrusions  of  the  English.* 

With  this  commission  in  his  pocket,  and  the  government  of  an 
Indian  territory  in  the  perspective,  Ojeda  soon  found  associates 
to  aid  him  in  fitting  out  an  armament.  These  were  Juan  de  Yer* 
gara,  a  servant  of  a  rich  canon  of  the  cathedral  of  Seville,  and 
Garcia  de  Campos,  commonly  called  Ocampo.  They  made  a 
contract  of  partnership  to  last  for  two  years,  according  to  which 
the  expenses  and  profits  of  the  expedition,  and  of  the  government 
of  Coquibacoa,  were  to  be  shared  equally  between  them.  The 
purses  of  the  confederates  were  not  ample  enough  to  afford  ten 
ships,  but  they  fitted  out  four.  1  st.  The  Santa  Maria  de  la  Anti- 
gua, commanded  by  Garcia  del  Campo ;  2d,  The  Santa  Maria  de 
la  Granada,  commanded  by  Juan  de  Yergara ;  3d,  The  caravel 
Magdalena,  commanded  by  Pedro  de  Ojeda,  nephew  to  Alonzo ; 
and  4th,  The  caravel  Santa  Ana,  commanded  by  Hernando  de 
Guevara.  The  whole  was  under  the  command  of  Alonzo  de 
Ojeda.  The  expedition  set  sail  in  1502,  touched  at  the  Canaries, 
according  to  custom,  to  take  in  provisions,  and  then  proceeded 
westward  for  the  shores  of  the  New  World. 


'*  NavarretP,  torn.  lii.  Document  x. 
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After  traversing  the  Gulf  of  Paria,  and  before  reaching  the 
island  of  Margarita,  the  caravel  Santa  Ana,  commanded  by  Her- 
nan  de  Guevara,  was  separated  from  them,  and  for  several  days 
the  ships  were  mutually  seeking  each  other  in  these  silent  and 
trackless  seas.     After  they  were  all  reunited  they  found  their 
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were  set  at  liberty.  As  to  Ojeda,  he  reserved  nothing  for  him- 
self of  the  spoil  excepting  a  single  hammock. 

The  ransom  paid  bj  the  poor  Indians  for  some  of  their  effects 
and  some  of  their  women  yielded  the  Spaniards  a  trifling  qnan- 
titj  of  gold,  but  they  found  the  place  destitute  of  provisions,  and 
Ojeda  was  obliged  to  dispatch  Yergara  in  a  caravel  to  the  island 
of  Jamaica  to  forage  for  supplies,  with  instructions  to  rejoin  him  ai 
Maracaibo  or  Cape  de  la  Vela. 

Ojeda  a  length  arrived  at  Coc^uibacoa,  at  the  port  destined  for 
his  seat  of  government.  He  found  the  country,  however,  so  poor 
and  sterile,  that  he  proceeded  along  the  coast  to  a  bay  which  he 
named  Santa  Cruz,  bat  which  is  supposed  to  be  the  same  at  pre- 
sent called  Bahia  Hond^  where  he  found  a  Spaniard  who  had 
been  left  in-  the  province  of  Citarma  by  Bastides  in  his  late  voy- 
age about  thirteen  months  before,  and  had  remained  ever  since 
among  the  Indians,  so  that  he  had  acquired  their  language. 

Ojeda  determined  to  form  his  settlement  at  this  place ;  but  the 
natives  seemed  disposed  to  defend  their  territory,  for,  the  moment 
a  party  landed  to  procure  water,  they  were  assailed  by  a  galling 
shower  of  arrows,  and  driven  back  to  the  ships.  Upon  this  Ojeda 
landed  with  all  his  force,  and  struck  such  terror  into  the  Indians, 
that  they  came  forward  with  signs  of  amity,  and  brought  a  consi- 
derable quantity  of  gold  as  a  peace-offering,  which  was  graciously 
accepted. 

Qjeda,  with  the  concurrence  of  his  associates,  now  set  to  work 
to  establish  a  settlement,  cutting  down  trees,  and  commencing  a 
fortress.  They  had  scarce  begun,  when  they  were  attacked  by  a 
neighboring  cadque,  but  Ojeda  sallied  forth  upon  him  with  such 
intrepidity  and  effect  as  not  merely  to  defeat,  but  to  drive  him 
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from  the  neighborhood.  He  then  proceeded  quietly  to  finish 
his  fortress,  which  was  defended  by  lombards,  and  contained  the 
magiazine  of  provisions,  and  the  treasure  amassed  in  the  expedi- 
tion. The  provisions  wero  dealt  out  twice  a  day,  under  the  in- 
spection of  proper  officers ;  the^  treasure,  gained  by  barter,  by 
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enmity  to  the  governor,  arising  probably  from  some  feud  about  the 
strong  box ;  being  a  particular  friend  of  Yergara  he  held  a  pri- 
rate  conference  with  him,  and  laid  a  plan  to  entrap  the  doughty 
Ojeda.  In  pursuance  of  this  the  latter  was  invited  on  board  of 
the  caravel  of  Yergara,  to  see  the  provisions  he  had  brought  from 
Jamaica;  but  no  sooner  was  he  on  board  than  they  charged  him 
with  having  transgressed  the  limits  of  his  government,  with  having 
provoked  the  hostility  of  the  Indians  and  Jieedlessly  sacrificed 
the  lives  6£  his  followers,  and  above  all  with  having  taken  posses- 
sion of  the  strong  box,  in  contempt  of  the  authority  of  the  royal 
supervisor,  and  with  the  intention  of  appropriating  to  himself  all 
the  gains  of  the  enterprise  ;  they  informed  him,  therefore,  of  their 
intention  to  convey  him  a  prisoner  to  Hispaniola,  to  answer  to  the 
governor  for  his  offences.  Ojeda  finding  himself  thus  entrapped, 
proposed  to  Yergara  and  Ocampo  that  they  should  return  to  Spain 
with  such  of  the  crews  as  chose  to  accompany  them,  leaving  him 
with  the  remainder  to  prosecute  his  enterprise.  The  two  recreant 
partners  at  first  consented,  for  they  were  disgusted  with  the  enteiv 
prise,  which  offered  little  profit  and  severe  hardships.  They 
agreed  to  leave  Ojeda  the  smallest  of  the  caravels  with  a  third  of 
the  provisions  and  of  their  gains,  and  to  build  a  row-boat  for  him. 
They  actually  began  to  labor  upon  the  boat.  Before  ten  days  had 
elapsed,  however,  they  repented  of  their  arrangement,  the  ship- 
carpenters  were  ill,  there  were  no  calkers,  and  moreover  they 
recollected  that  as  Ojeda,  according  to  their  representations,  was 
a  defaulter  to  the  crown,  they  would  be  liable  as  his  sureties, 
should  they  return  to  Spain  without  him.  They  concluded,  there- 
fore, that  the  wisest  plan  was  to  give  him  nothing,  but  to  carry 
him  off  prisoner. 

When  Ojeda  learned  the  determination  of  his  wary  partners, 
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he  attempted  to  make  his  escape  and  get  off  to  San  Domingo,  but 

liA    VTAfl    OMft^A     ihrtwum    in    imna     ut\A   nr\nTra-%rtiA    nn    KnarH  eS  fliA 
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charges ;  and  a  mandate  was  Issued  in  1503, ordering  a  restitatioii 
of  his  property.  It  appears,  however,  that  the  costs  of  justice,  or 
rather  of  the  law,  consumed  his  share  of  the  treasure  of  the 
strong  box,  and  that  a  royal  order  was  necessary  to  liberate  him 
from  the  hands  of  the  governor ;  so  that  like  too  many  other  liti- 
gants, he  finally  emerged  from  the  labyrinths  of  the  law  a  trium- 
phant client,  tut  a  ruined  man. 
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ject  of  the  kind  had  been  conceived  hj  Columbus,  when  he 
discovered  that  region  in  the  course  of  hi^  last  voyage,  and  the 
reader  may  remember  the  disasters  experienced  by  his  brother 
Don  Bartholomew  and  himself,  in  endeavoring  to  establish  a 
colony  on  the  hostile  shores  of  Yeragua.  The  admiral  being 
dead,  the  person  who  should  naturally  have  presented  himself  to 
the  mind  of  the  sovereign  for  this  particular  service  .was  Don 
Bartholomew ;  but,  the  wary  and  selfish  monarch  knew  the  Ade- 
lantado  to  be  as  lolly  in  his  terms  as  his  late  brother,  and  pre- 
ferred to  accomplish  his  purposes  by  cheaper  agents.  He  was 
unwilling,  also,  to  increase  the  consequence  of  a  family,  whose 
vast  but  just  claims  were  already  a  cause  of  repining  to  his 
sordid  and  jealous  spirit.  He  looked  round,  therefore,  among  the 
crowd  of  adventurers,  who  had  sprung  up  in  the  school  of  Colum- 
bus, for  some  individual  ready  to  serve  him  on  more  aecommoda- 
ting  terms.  Among  those,  considered  by  their  friends  as  most 
fitted  for  this  purpose,  was  Alonzo  de  Ojeda,  for  his  roving  voy- 
ages an*^  daring  exploits  had  made  him  famous  among  the  voya- 
gers ;  and  it  was  thought  that  an  application  on  his  part  would 
be  attended  with  success,  as  he  possessed  a  stanch  friend  at  court 
in  the  Bishop  Fonseca.  Unfortunately  he  was  too  far  distant  to 
urge  his  suit  to  the  bishop,  and  what  was  worse,  he  was  destitute 
of  money.  At  this  juncture  there  happened  to  be  at  Hispaniola 
the  veteran  navigator  and  pilot,  Ju^n  de  la  Cosa,  who  was  a  kind 
of  Nestor  in  all  nautical  affairs.*     The  hardy  Biscayan  had  sailed 

*  Peter  Martyr  gives  the  following  weighty  testimony  to  the  knowledge 
and  skill  of  this  excellent  seaman : — '*  Of  the  Spaniards,  as  many  as  thought 
themselves  to  have  any  knowledge  of  what  pertained  to  measure  the  land  and 
sea,  drew  cardes  (charts)  on  parchment  as  concerning  these  navigations.  Of 
all  others  they  most  esteem  them  which  Juan  de  la  Cosa,  the  companion  of 
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ness  of  form,  and  for  bodily  strengtli  and  activity ;  like  him  ha 
was  master  at  all  kinds  of  weapons,  and  skilled,  not  merefy  in 
feato  of  agility,  but  in  those  graoefiil  and  duTalrous  exercises, 
which  the  Spanish  cavaliers  of  those  days  inherited  from  the 
Moors ;  being  noted  for  his  vigor  and  address  in  the  jousts  or  tilt- 
ing matches  after  the  Moresco  fashion.  Ojeda  himself  could  not 
surpass  him  in  feats  of  horsemanship,  and  particular  mention  is 
made  of  a  favorite  mare,  which  he  could  make  caper  and  caracole 
in  strict  cadence  to  the  sound  of  a  viol ;  besides  all  this,  he  was 
versed  in  the  legendary  ballads  or  romances  of  his  country,  and 
was  renowned  as  a  capital  performer  on  the  guitar  I  Such  were 
the  qualifications  of  this  candidate  for  a  command  in  the  wilder- 
ness, as  enumerated  by  the  reverend  Bishop  Las  Casas.  It  is 
probable,  however,  that  he  had  given  evidence  of  qualities  more 
adapted  to  the  desired  post ;  having  already  been  out  to  Hispan- 
iola  in  the  military  train  of  the  late  Grovernor  Ovando. 

Where  merits  were  so  singularly  balanced  as  those  of  Ojeda 
and  Nicuesa,  it  might  have  been  difficult  to  decide ;  King  Ferdi- 
nand avoided  the  dilemma  by  favoring  both ;  not  indeed  by  fur- 
nishing them  with  ships  and  money,  but  by  granting  patents  and 
dignities  which  cost  nothing,  and  might  bring  rich  returns.  He 
divided  that  part  of  the  continent  which  lies  along  the  Isthmus  of 
Darien  into  two  provinces,  the  boundary  line  running  through  the 
Gulf  of  Uraba.  The  eastern  part,  extending  to  Cape  de  la 
Vela,  was  called  New  Andalusia,  and  the  government  of  it  given 
to  Ojeda.  The  other  to  the  west,  including  Yeragua,  and  reach- 
ing to  Cape  Gracias  k  Dies,  was  assigned  to  Nicuesa.  The 
island  of  Jamaica  was  given  to  the  two  governors  in  common,  as 
a  place  whence  to  draw  supplies  of  provisions.  Each  of  the 
governors  was  to  erect  two  fortresses  in  his  district,  and  to  enjoy 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  COMPANIONS  OF  COLUMBUS. 


for  ten  years  the  profits  of  all  the  mines  he  shoold  discover,  pay- 
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ships  to  be  sold  as  slaves  at  Hispaniola.  This  was  deemed  justi- 
fiable in  those  days,  even  by  the  most  scrupolous  divines,  from 
the  belief  that  the  Caribs  were  all  anthropophagi,  or  man-eaters ; 
fortunately  the  opinion  of  mankind,  in  this  more  enlightened  age, 
makes  but  little  difference  in  atrocity  between  the  cannibal  aod 
the  kidnapper. 

Alonzo  de  Ojeda  welcomed  with  joy  the  arrival  of  his  nauti- 
cal friend  and  future  lieutenant  in  the  government,  the  worthj 
Juan  de  la  Cosa ;  still  he  could  not  but  feel  some  mortification  at 
^the  inferiority  of  his  armament  to  that  of  his  rival  Mcaesa, 
whose  stately  ships  rode  proudly  at  anchor  in  the  harbor  of  San 
Domingo.  He  felt,  too,  that  his  means  were  inadequate  to  the 
establishment  of  his  intended  colony.  Ojeda,  however,  was  not 
long  at  a  loss  for  pecuniary  assistance.  Like  many  free-spirited 
men,  who  are  careless  and  squandering  of  their  own  purses,  he 
had  a  facility  at  commanding  the  purses  of  his  neighbors.  Among 
the  motley  population  of  San  Domingo  there  was  a  lawyer  of 
some  abilities,  the  bachelor  Martin  Fernandez  de  Enciso,  who 
had  made  two  thousand  castillanos  by  his  pleading  ;*  for  it  would 
appear  that  the  spirit  of  litigation  was  one  of  the  first  fruits  of 
civilized  life  transplanted  to  the  New  "World,  and  flourished  sur- 
prisingly among  the  Spanish  colonists. 

Alonzo  de  Ojeda  became  acquainted  with  the  Bachelor,  and 
finding  him  to  be  of  a  restless  and  speculative  character,  soon 
succeeded  in  inspiring  him  with  a  contempt  for  the  dull  but  secure 
and  profitable  routine  of  his  ofiice  in  San  Domingo,  and  imbuing 
him  with  his  own  passion  for  adventure.  Above  all,  he  dazzled 
him  with  the  offer  to  make  him  alcalde  mayor,  or  chief  judge  of 

•  EqniTalent  to  10|050  dollan  of  die  present  day. 
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the  provindal  govemment  he  was  about  to  establish  m  ihe  wil- 
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upon  the  fiery  valor  of  his  rivals  who  did  noi  possess  a  pistole  in 

his  treasury ;  but  probably  was  too  proud  to  confess  it 

It  is  not  likely,  however,  that  the  impetaous  spirit  of  Ojeda 
would  long  have  remained  in  cheok,  had  not  the  discreet  Juan  de 
la  Cosa  interposed  to  calm  it.  It  is  interesting  to  notice  the  great 
ascendency  possessed  by  this  veteran  navigator  over  his  fiery 
associate.  Juan  de  la  Cosa  was  a  man  whose  strong  natural  good 
sense  had  been  quickened  by  long  and  hard  experience ;  whose 
courage  was  above  all  question,  but  tempered  by  time  and  trial. 
He  seems  to  have  been  personally  attached  to  Qjeda,  as  veterans 
who  have  outlived  the  rash  impulse  of  youthful  valor,  are  apt  to 
love  the  fiery  quality  in  their  younger  associates.  So  long  as  he 
accompanied  Ojeda  in  his  enterprises  he  stood  by  him  as  a  Mentor 
in  council,  and  a  devoted  partisan  in  danger. 

In  the  present  instance  the  interference  of  this  veteran  of 
the  seas  had  the  most  salutary  effect :  he  prevented  the  impending 
duel  of  the  rival  governors,  and  persuaded  them  to  agree  that  the 
river  Darien  should  be  the  boundary  line  between  their  respec- 
tive jurisdictions. 

The  dispute  relative  to  Jamaica  was  settled  by  the  admiral^ 
Don  Diego  Columbus  himself.  He  had  already  felt  aggrieved 
by  the  distribution  of  these  governments  by  the  king  without  his 
consent  or  even  knowledge,  being  contrary  to  the  privileges 
inherited  from  his  father,  the  disooverer.  It  was  in  vain  to  don- 
tend,  however,  when  the  matter  was  beyond  his  reach  and  involved 
in  technical  disputes.  But  as  to  the  island  of  Jamaica,  it  in  a 
manner  lay  at  his  own  door,  and  he  could  not  brook  its  being 
made  a  matter  of  gift  to  these  brawling  governors.  Without 
waiting  the  slow  and  uncertain  course  of  making  remonstrances 
Id  the  king,  he  took  the  affidr,  as  a  matter  of  plain  rigtit,  into  his 
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own  hands,  aJ^d  ordered  a  brave  olffioer,  Joan  de  Esqoibel,  the 
same  who  had  subjugated  the  province  of  Higuej,  to  tak6  posses- 
eion  of  that  island,  with  seventy  men,  and  to  hold  it  subject  to  his 
command. 
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seven  hundred  men,  well  chosen  and  armed,  together  with  six 
horses.  He  chose  Lope  de  Olano  to  he  his  captain-general,  a 
seemingly  impolitic  appointment,  as  this  Olano  had  been  concerned 
with  the  notorious  Roldan  in  his  rebellion  against  Columbus. 

The  squadron  sailed  out  of  the  harbor  and  put  to  sei^  except- 
ing one  ship,  which,  with  anchor  atrip  and  sails  unfurled,  Waited 
to  receive  Nicuesa,  who  was  detained  on  shore  until  the  last  mo- 
ment by  the  perplexities  artfully  multiplied  around  him. 

Just  as  he  was  on  the  point  of  stepping  into  his  i>oat  he  was 
arrested  by  the  harpies  of  the  law,  and  carried  before  the  alcalde 
mayor  to  answer  a  demand  for  five  hundred  ducats,  which  he 
was  ordered  to  pay  on  the  spot,  or  prepare  to  go  to  prison. 

This  was  a  thunder-stroke  to  the  unfortunate  cavalier.  In 
vain  he  represented  his  utter  incapacity  to  furnish  such  a  sum  at 
the  moment ;  in  vain  he  represented  the  ruin  that  would  accrue 
to  himself  and  the  vast  injury  to  the  public  service,  should  he  be 
prevented  from  joining  his  expedition.  The  alcalde  mayor  was 
inflexible,  and  Nicuesa  was  reduced  to  despair.  At  thb  critical 
moment  relief  came  from  a  most  unexpected  quarter.  The  heart 
of  a  pubtic  notary  was  melted  by  his  distress  !  He  stepped  for- 
ward in  court  and  declared  that  rather  than  see  so  gallant  a  gen- 
tleman reduced  to  extremity,  he  himself  would  pay  down  the 
money.  Nicuesa  gazed  at  him  with  astonishment,  and  could 
scarce  believe  his  senses,  but  when  he  saw  him  actually  pay  off 
the  debt,  and  found  himself  suddenly  released  from  this  dreadful 
embarrassment,  he  embraced  his  deliverer  with  tears  of  gratitude, 
and  hastened  with  all  speed  to  embark,  lest  some  other  legal  spell 
should  be  laid  upon  his  person. 
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de  la  Cosa  was  well  acquainted  with  this  place,  having  sailed  as 
pilot  with  Rodrigo  de  Bastides,  at  the  time  he  discovered  it  in 
1501.  He  warned  Alonzo  de  Ojeda  to  be  upon  his  guard,  as  the 
natives  were  a  brave  and  warlike  race  of  Carib  origin,  hx  differ* 
ent  from  the  soil  and  gentle  inhabitants  of  the  islands.  Thej 
wielded  great  swords  of  palm-wood,  defended  themselves  with 
osier  targets,  and  dipped  their  arrows  in  a  subtle  poison.  The 
women  as  well  as  the  men  mingled  in  battle,  being  expert  in 
drawing  the  bow  and  throwing  a  species  of  lance  called  the  aza- 
gay.  The  warning  was  well  timed,  for  the  Indians  of  these  parts 
had  been  irritated  by  the  misconduct  of  previous  adventurers,  and 
flew  to  arms  on  the  first  appearance  of  the  ships. 

Juan  de  la  Cosa  now  feared  for  the  safety  of  the  enterprise  in 
which  he  had  person,  fortune,  and  official  dignity  at  stake.  He 
earnestly  advised  Ojeda  to  abandon  this  dangerous  neighborhood, 
and  to  commence  a  settlement  in  the  Gulf  of  Uraba,  where  the 
people  were  less  ferocious,  and  did  not  use  poisoned  weapons. 
Ojeda  was  too  proud  of  spirit  to  alter  his  plans  through  fear  of  a 
naked  foe.  It  is  thought,  too,  that  he  bad  no  objection  to  a  skir- 
mish, being  desirous  of  a  pretext  to  make  slaves  to  be  sent  to 
Hispaniola  in  discharge  of  the  debts  he  had  left  unpaid.*  He 
landed,  therefore,  with  a  considerable  part  of  his  force,  and  a 
number  of  friars,  who  had  been  sent  out  to  convert  the  Indians. 
His  faithful  lieutenant,  being  unable  to  keep  him  out  of  danger, 
stood  by  to  second  him. 

Ojeda  advanced  towards  the  savages,  and  ordered  the  friars 
to  read  aloud  a  certain  formula  recently  digested  by  profound 
jurists  and  divines  in  Spain.    It  began  in  stately  form;    ^I, 

*  Las  CaBus,  Hist.  Ind.,  lib.  ii.  cap.  57,  MS. 
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men,  and  were  not  to  be  won  by  kindness.  On  tbe  contrary  they 
brandished  their  weapons,  sounded  their  oonchs,  and  prepared  to 
make  battle. 

Juan  de  la  Cosa  saw  the  rising  choler  of  Qjeda,  and  knew  hm 
fiery  impatience.  He  again  entreated  him  to  abandon  these  hos* 
tile  shores,  and  reminded  him  of  the  venomous'  weapons  of  the 
enemy.  It  was  all  in  vain :  Ojeda  confided  blindly  in  the  protec- 
tion of  the  Virgin.  Putting  up,  as  usual,  a  short  prayer  to  his 
patroness,  he  drew  his  weapon,  braced  his  buckler,  and  charged 
furiously  upon  the  savages.  Juan  de  la  Cosa  followed  as  heartilj 
as  if  the  battle  had  been  of  his  own  seeking.  The  Indians  were 
soon  routed,  a  number  killed,  and  several  taken  prisoners ;  oa 
their  persons  were  found  plates  of  gold,  but  of  an  inferior  quality. 
Flushed  by  this  triumph,  Ojeda  took  several  of  the  prisoners  as 
guides,  and  pursued  the  fiying  enemy  four  leagues  into  the  interior. 
He  was  followed,  as  usual,  by  his  faithful  lieutenant,  the  veteran 
La  Cosa,  continually  remonstrating  against  his  useless  temerity, 
but  hardily  seconding  him  in  the  most  hare-brained  perils. 
Having  penetrated  far  into  the  forest,  they  came  to  a  strong-hold 
of  the  enemy,  where  a  numerous  force  was  ready  to  receive  them, 
armed  with  dubs,  lances,  arrows  and  bucklers.  Ojeda  led  his 
men  to  the  charge  with  the  old  Castilian  war  cry,  **  Santiago  V* 
The  savages  soon  took  to  fiight  Eight  of  their  bravest  warriors 
threw  themselves  into  a  cabin,  and  plied  their  bows  and  arrows  so 
vigorously,  that  the  Spaniards  were  kept  at  bay.  Ojeda  cried 
shame  upon  his  followers  to  be  daunted  by  eight  naked  men. 
Stung  by  this  reproach,  an  old  Castilian  soldier  rushed  through  a 
shower  of  arrows  and  forced  the  .door  of  the  cabin,  but  received 
a  shall  through  the  heart,  and  fell  dead  on  the  threshold.  Ojeda, 
furious  at  the  sight,  ordered  fire  to  be  set  to  the  combustible  edi- 
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the  midst  of  the  enemy,  dealing  his  blows  on  every  side.  La 
i  would  have  seconded  him,  but  was  crippled  by  his  wounds, 
took  refuge  with  the  remnant  of  his  men  in  an  Indian  cabin ; 
straw  roof  of  which  he  aided  them  to  throw  ofP,  lest  the 
ny  should  set  it  on  fire.  Here  he  defended  himself  until  all 
M>mrades,  but  one,  were  destroyed.  The  subtle  poison  of  bis 
nds  at  length  overpowered  him,  and  he  sank  to  the  ground, 
ling  death  at  hand,  he  called  to  his  only  surviving  companion, 
other,"  said  he,  ^^  since  Grod  hath  protected  thee  from  harm, 
'  forth  and  fly,  and  if  ever  thou  shouldst  see  Alonzo  de  Ojeda, 
bim  of  my  fate !" 

Fhus  fell  the  hardy  Juan  de  la  Cosa,  faithful  ahi  devoted  io 
very  last;  nor  can  we « refrain  from  pausing  to  pay  a  passing 
ite  to  his  memory.  He  was  acknowledged  by  his  contempo- 
3S  to  be  one  of  the  ablest  of  those  gallant  Spanish  navigators 

first  explored  the  way  to  the  New  World.  But  it  is  by  the 
»t  and  kindly  qualities  of  his  heart  that  his  memory  is  most 
jared  to  us  ;  it  is,  above  all,  by  that  loyalty  in  friendship  dis- 
ed  in  this  his  last  and  fatal  expedition.  VTarmed  by  his  at- 
ment  for  a  more  youthful  and  hot-headed  adventurer,  we  see 
wary  veteran  of  the  seas  forgetting  his  usual  prudence  and 
lessons  of  his  experience,  and  embarking  heart  and  hand, 
le  and  person,  in  the  wild  enterprises  of  his  favorite.  We 
M  him  watching  over  him  as  a  parent,  remonstrating  with 
as  a  counselor,  but  fighting  by  him  as  a  partisan ;  following 

without  hesitation,  into  known  and  needless  danger,  to  cer- 
death  itself,  and  showing  no  other  solicitude  in  his  dying  mo- 
ts, but  to  be  remembered  by  his  friend, 
rhe  history  of  these  Spanish  discoverers  abounds  in  noble 
generous  traits  of  character ;  but  few  have  charmed  us  more 
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than  this  instance  of  loyalty  to  the  last  gasp,  in  the  death  of  the 
stanch  Juan  de  la  Cosa.  The  Spaniard  who  escaped  to  tell  the 
story  of  his  end,  was  the  only  survivor  of  seventy  that  had  fol- 
lowed Ojeda  in  this  rash  and  headstrong  inroad. 
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wasted  with  hunger  and  fatigue  that  he  could  not  speak.  They 
bore  him  to  the  firm  land ;  made  a  fire  on  the  shore  to  warm  him, 
for  he  was  chilled  with  the  damp  and  cold  of  his  hiding-place, 
and  when  he  was  a  little  revived  they  gave  him  food  and  wine. 
In  this  way  he  gradually  recovered  strength  to  tell  his  doleful 
story.* 

He  had  succeeded  in  cutting  his  way  through  the  host  of  sava- 
ges, and  attaining  the  woody  skirts  of  the  mountains ;  but  when  he 
found  himself  alone,  and  that  all  his  brave  men  had  been  cut  off, 
he  was  ready  to  yield  up  in  despair.  Bitterly  did  he  reproach 
himself  for  having  disregarded  the  advice  of  the  veteran  La  Cosa, 
and  deeply  did  he  deplore  the  loss  of  that  loyal  follower,  who  had 
fallen  a  victim  to  his  devotion.  He  scarce  knew  which  way  to 
bend  his  course,  but  continued  on,  in  the  darkness  of  the  night 
and  of  the  forest,  until  out  of  hearing  of  the  yells  of  triumph 
uttered  by  the  savages  over  the  bodies  of  his  men.  When  the 
day  broke,  he  sought  the  rudest  parts  of  the  mountains,  and  hid 
himself  until  the  night ;  then  struggling  forward  among  rocks, 
and  precipices,  and  matted  forests,  he  made  his  way  to  the  sea- 
side, but  was  too  much  exhausted  to  reach  the  ships.  Indeed  it 
was  wonderful  that  one  so  small  of  frame  should  have  been  able 

«  The  picture  here  given  ia  bo  much  like  romance,  that  the  author  quotes 
his  authority  at  length : — **  Llegaron  odonde  haviav  junto  al  agna  de  la  mar, 
unoe  Manglares,  que  son  arboles,  que  siempre  nacen;  i  crecen  i  permanecen 
dientro  del  agua  de  la  mar,  con  grandes  raices,  asidas,  i  enmaraiiadas  anas  con 
otras,  i  alii  metido,  i  escondido  hailaron  i  Alonso  de  Ojeda,  con  so  espada  ea 
la  mano,  i  la  rodela  en  las  espaldas,  i  en  alia  sobre  trecientas,  senales  de  flech- 
azo8.  Efltabo  descaido  de  hambre,  que  no  podia  hechar  de  ai  la  habla  ;  i  si  no 
fuera  tan  robusto,  aunque  chico  de  cuerpo,  fuera  muerto." 

Las  Casas,  lib.  ii.  cap.  58,  MS.    Herrera,  Hist.  Ind.,  d.  i.  lib.  vii.  cap.  15. 
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and  I  pledge  myself  not  merely  to  forget  the  past,  but  to  aid  hizn 
as  if  he  were  a  brother."* 

When  they  met,  Nicuesa  received  his  late  foe  with  open  arms. 
^  It  is  not,"  said  he,  *^  for  hidalgos,  like  men  of  vulgar  soulsy  to 
remember  past  differences  when  they  behold  one  another  in  dis- 
tress. Henceforth  let  all  that  has  occurred  between  us  be  forgot- 
ten* Command  me  as  a  brother.  Myself  and  my  men  are  at 
your  orders,  to  follow  you  wherever  you  please,  until  the  deaths 
et  Juan  de  la  Cosa  and  his  comrades  are  revenged." 

The  spirits  of  Ojeda  were  once  more  liftecl  up  by  this  gallant 
aad  generous  offer.  The  two  governors,  no  longer  rivals,  landed 
four  hundred  of  their  men  and  several  horses,  and  set  off  with  all 
speed  for  the  fatal  village.  They  approached  it  in  the  night,  and, 
dividing  their  forces  into  two  parties,  gave  orders  that  not  aa 
Indian  should  be  taken  alive. 

The  village  was  buried  in  deep  sleep,  but  the  woods  wete 
filled  with  large  parrots,  which,  being  awakened,  made  a  prodi- 
gious clamor.  The  Indians,  however,  thinking  the  Spaniards  all 
destroyed,  paid  no  attention  to  these  noises.  It  was  not  until 
their  houses  were  assailed,  and  wrapped  in  flames,  that  they  took 
the  alarm.  They  rushed  forth,  some  with  arms,  some  weapon- 
less, but  were  received  at  their  doors  by  the  exasperated  Span- 
iards, and  either  slain  on  the  spot,  or  driven  back  into  the  fire. 
Women  fled  wildly  forth  with  children  in  their  arms,  but  at  sight 
of  the  Spaniards  glittering  in  steel,  and  of  the  horses,  which 
they  supposed  ravenous  monsters,  ran  back,  shrieking  with  hor- 
ror, into  their  burning  habitations.  Great  was  the  carnage,  for 
no  quarter  was  shown  to  age  or  sex.  Many  perished  by  the  fire, 
and  many  by  the  sword. 

*  Las  Casas,  nbi  sup. 
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already  nndergone,  and  the  appearance  of  sarroondidg  objecU 
waa  not  calculated  to  reassure  them.  The  country,  though  fertile, 
and  coTered  with  rich  and  beautiful  vegetation,  was  in  their  eyes 
a  land  of  cannibals  and  monsters.  They  began  to  dread  the 
strength  as  well  as  fierceness  of  the  savages,  who  could  transfix 
a  man  with  their  arrows  even  when  covered  with  armor,  and 
whose  shafts  were  tipped  with  deadly  poison.  They  heard  the 
bowlings  of  tigers,  panthers,  and,  as  they  thought,  lions  in  the 
forests,  and  encountered  large  and  venomous  serpents  among  the 
rocks  and  thickets.  As  they  were  passing  along  the  banks  of  a 
river,  one  of  their  horses  was  seized  by  the  leg  by  an  enormous 
alligator,  and  dragged  beneath  the  waves.* 

At  length  Ojeda  fixed  upon  a  place  for  his  town,  on  .a  height 
at  the  east  end  of  the  gulf.  Here,  landing  all  that  could  be 
spared  from  the  ships,  he  began,  with  all  diligence,  to  erect 
houses,  giving  this  erabryp  capital  of  his  province  the  name  of 
San  Sebastian,  in  honor  of  that  sainted  martyr,  who  was  slain  by 
arrows;  hoping  he  might  protect  the  inhabitants  from  the  impoi- 
soned  shafts  of  the  savages.  As  a  further  protection,  he  erected 
a  large  wooden  fortress,  and  sorrounded  the  place  with  a  stockade. 
Feeling,  however,  the  inadequacy  of  his  handful  of  men  to  con- 
tend with  the  hostile  tribes  around  him,  he  dispatched  a  ship  to 
Hispaniola,  with  a  letter  to  the  Bachelor,  Martin  Fernandez  de 
Enciso,  his  alcalde  mayor,  informing  him  of  his  having  estab- 
lished his  seat  of  government,  and  urging  him  to  lose  no  time  ia 
joining  him  with  all  the  recruits,  arms  and  provisions  he  could 
command.  By  the  same  ship  he  transmitted  to  San  Domingo  all 
the  captives  and  gold  he  had  coUecited. 

»  Herrera,  Hist.  Ind.,  decad.  i.  lib.  vii.  cap.  16. 
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His  capital  being  placed  in  a  posture  of  defence,  Qjeda  now 
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themselves  od  the  ground  and  expired  of  mere  famine  and  debil- 
ity ;  nor  was  death  any  longer  regarded  as  an  evil,  but  rather  as 
a  welcome  relief  from  a  life  of  horror  and  despair. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

▲LONZO    DE    OJEDA    SUPPOSED    BY   THE    SAVAGES   TO    HAVE    A 
CHARMED    LIFE. THEIR    EXPERIMENT   TO    TRY   THfc   PACT. 

In  the  meantime  the  Indians  continued  to  harass  the  garrisoo, 
lying  in  wait  to  surprise  the  foraging  parties,  cutting  ofP  all  stra^ 
glers,  and  sometimes  approacliing  the  walls  in  open  defiance.  On 
such  occasions  Ojeda  sallied  forth  at  the  head  of  his  men,  and 
from  his  great  agility  was  the  first  to  overtake  the  retreating  foe. 
He  slew  more  of  their  warriors  with  his  single  arm  than  all  his 
followers  together.  Though  often  exposed  to  showers  of  arrows, 
none  had  ever  wounded  him,  and  the  Indians  hegan  to  think  he 
had  a  charmed  life.  Perhaps  they  had  heard  from  fugitive  pria- 
oners,  the  idea  entertained  hy  himself  and  his  followers  of  his 
heing  under  supernatural  protection.  Determined  to  ascertain 
the  fact,  they  placed  four  of  their  most  dextrous  archers  in  am- 
hush  with  orders  to  single  him  out  A  numher  of  them  advanced 
towards  the  fort  sounding  their  conchs  and  drums,  and  uttering 
yells  of  defiance.  As  they  expected,  the  impetuous  Ojeda  sallied 
forth  immediately  at  the  head  of  his  men.  The  Indians  fled 
towards  the  ambuscade,  drawing  him  in  heedless  pursuit.  The 
archers  waited  until  he  was  full  in  front,  and  then  launched  their 
deadly  shafts.     Three  struck  his  buckler  and  glanced  harmlessly 
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off,  but  the  foarth  pierced  his  thigh.  Satisfied  that  he  was 
wounded  beyond  the  possibility  of  cure,  the  savages  retreated 
with  shouts  of  triumph. 

Ojeda  was  borne  back  to  the  fortress  in  great  anguish  of  body 
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may  decide ;  but  many  incredulous  persons  will  be  apt  to 
t  for  the  cure  by  surmising  that  the  arrow  was  Hot  en- 
ed. 


CHAPTER  VII. 

/ARRIVAL    OF   A   STRANGE    SHIP   AT    SAN    SEBASTIAN. 

zo  DE  Ojeda,  though  pronounced  out  of  danger,  was  still 
id  by  his  wound,  and  his  helpless  situation  completed  the 
r  of  his  companions  ;  for  while  he  was  in  health  and  vigor, 
loyant  and  mercurial  spirit,  his  active,  restless,  and  enter- 
5  habits,  imparted  animation,  if  not  confidence,  to  every  one 
1  him.  The  only  hope  of  relief  was  from  the  sea,  and  that 
jarly  extinct,  when  one  day,  to  the  unspeakable  joy  of  the 
irds,  a  sail  appeared  on  the  horizon.  It  made  for  the  port 
•opped  anchor  at  the  foot  of  the  height  of  San  Sebastian, 
lere  was  no  longer  a  doubt  that  it  was  the  promised  succor 
>an  Domingo. 

le  ship  came  indeed  from  the  island  of  Hispaniola,  but  it 
3t  been  fitted  out  by  the  Bachelor  Enciso.  The  command- 
ame  was  Bernardino  de  Talavera.  This  man  was  one  of 
•ose  heedless  adventurers  who  abounded  in  San  Domingo, 
irelessness  and  extravagance  had  involved  him  in  debt,  and 
3  threatened  with  a  prison.  In  the  height  of  his  difficulties 
ip  arrived  which  Ojeda  had  ^ent  to  San  Domingo,  freighted 
laves  and  gold,  an  earnest  of  the  riches  to  be  found  at  San 
tian.  Bernardo  de  Talavera  immediately  conceived  the 
t  of  giving  his  creditors  the  slip,  and  escaping  to  this  new 
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settlement  He  understood  that  Ojeda  was  in  need  of  recruits, 
and  felt  assured  that,  from  his  own  reckless  conduct  in  money 
matters,  he  would  sympathize  with  any  one  harassed  by  debt  He 
drew  into  his  schemes  a  number  of  desperate  debtors  like  him- 
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that  the  arrival  of  the  ship  rescued  the  garrison  from  the  v^y 
brink  of  destruction.* 

Talavera  and  his  gang,  though  thej  had  come  lightly  by  their 
prize,  were  not  disposed  to  part  with  it  as  frankly,  but  demanded 
to  be  paid  down  in  gold  for  the  provisions  furnished  to  the 
starving  colonists.  Ojeda  agreed  to  their  terms,  and  taking  the 
supplies  into  his  possession,  dealt  them  out  sparingly  to  his  com- 
panions. Several  of  his  hungry  followers  were  dissatisfied  with 
their  portions,  and  even  accused  Ojeda  of  unfairness  in  reserving 
an  undue  share  for  himself.  Perhi^M  there  may  have  been  some 
ground  for  this  charge,  arising,  not  from  any  selfishness  in  the 
character  of  Ojeda,  but  from  one  of  those  superstitions  fancies 
with  which  his  mind  was  tinged ;  for  we  are  told  that,  for  many 
years,  he  had  been  haunted  by  a  presentiment  that  he  dioald 
eventually  die  of  hunger.f 

This  lurking  horror  of  the  mind  may  have  made  him  dq[>art 
from  his  usual  free  and  lavish  spirit  in  doling  out  these  providen- 
tial supplies,  and  may  have  induced  him  to  set  by  an  extra  por- 
tion for  himself,  as  a  precaution  against  his  anticipated  fate ;  cer- 
tain it  is,  that  great  clamors  rose  among  his  people,  some  of  whom 
threatened  to  return  in  the  pirate  vessel  to  Hispaniola.  He  suc- 
ceeded, however,  in  pacifying  them  for  the  present^  by  represent- 
ing the  necessity  of  husbanding  their  supplies,  and  by  assuring 
them  that  the  Bachelor  Enciso  could  not  fail  soon  to  arrive,  when 
there  would  be  provisions  in  abundance. 

*  Hist.  S.  Domingo,  lib.  iv.         t  Heirera,  deead.  i.  lib.  viii.  cap.  3. 
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CHAPTER  Vin. 

FACTIONS   IN   THE   COLONY. — A   CONTENTION  MADE. 
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This  offer  had  the  desired  effect  Such  confidence  had  the 
people  in  the  energy,  ability,  and  influence  of  Ojeda,  Uiat  they 
felt  assured  of  relief  should  he  seek  it  in  person.  They  made  a 
kind  of  convention  with  him,  therefore,  in  which  it  was  agreed 
that  they  should  remain  quietly  at  Sebastian's  for  the  space  of 
fifty  days.  At  the  end  of  this  time,  in  case  no  tidings  had  been 
received  of  Ojeda,  they  were  to  be  at  liberty  to  abandon  the  set- 
tlement and  return  in  the  brigantines  to  Hispaniola.  In  the 
meantime  Francisco  Pizarro  was  to  command  the  colony  as  Ltien- 
tenant  of  Ojeda,  until  the  arrival  of  his  alcalde  mayor,  the 
Bachelor  Enciso.  This  convention  being  made,  Ojeda  embarked 
in  the  ship  of  Bernardino  de  Talavera.  That  cutpurse  of  the 
ocean  and  his  loose-handed  crew  were  effectually  cured  of  their 
ambition  to  colonize.  Disappointed  in  the  hope  of  finding  abun- 
dant wealth  at  San  Sebastian,  and  dismayed  at  the  perils  and  hor- 
rors of  the  surrounding  wilderness,  they  preferred  returning  to 
Hispaniola,  even  at  the  risk  of  chains  and  dungeons.  Doubtle^ 
they  thought  that  the  influence  of  Ojeda  would  be  sufficient  to 
obtain  their  pardon,  especially  as  their  timely  succor  had  been 
the  salvation  of  the  colony. 


^\T 


CHAPTER  IX. 

DI8ASTEOU8    VOYAGE    OF   OJEDA   DJ  THE  PIRATE   SHIP. 

Ojeda  had  scarce  put  to  sea  in  the  ship  of  these  freebooters, 
when  a  quarrel  arose  between  him  and  Talavera.  Accustomed  to 
take  the  lead  among  his  companions,  still  feeling  himself  gover- 
nor, and  naturally  of  a  domineering  spirit,  Ojeda,  on  coming,  on 
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shattered  vessel  was  almost  in  a  foondering  oooditioii,  he  saw  no 
alternative  but  to  run  it  ashore  on  the  southern  coast  of  Cuba. 

Here  then  the  crew  of  freebooters  landed  from  their  prize  in 
more  desperate  plight  than  when  they  first  took  possession  of  it 
They  were  on  a  wild  and  unfrequented  coast ;  their  vessel  lay  a 
wreck  upon  the  sands,  and  their  only  chance  was  to  travel  on  foot 
to  the  eastern  extremity  of  the  island,  and  seek  some  means  of 
crossing  to  Hispaniola,  where,  after  all  their  toils,  they  might 
perhaps  oi^ly  arrive  to  be  thrown  into  a  dungeon.  Such,  however, 
is  the  yeamiog  of  civilized  men  afler  the  haunts  of  cnltiTated 
society,  that  they  set  out,  at  every  risk,  upon  their  long  and  pain- 
ful journey. 


CHAPTER  X. 


TOILSOME   MARCH   OF  OJEDA  AND   HIS   COMPAKIONS   THROUOH 
THE  M0BASSE8   OP   CUBA. 

Notwithstanding  the  recent  services  of  Qjeda,  the  crew  of 
Talavera  still  regarded  him  with  hostility ;  but,  if  they  had  fek 
the  value  of  his  skill  and  courage  at  sea,  they  were  no  less  sensi- 
ble of  their  importance  on  shore,  and  he  soon  acquired  that 
ascendency  over  them  which  belongs  to  a  master-spirit  in  time 
of  trouble. 

Cuba  was  as  yet  uncolonized.  It  was  a  place  of  refnge  to  the 
unhappy  natives  of  Hayti,  who  fled  hither  from  the  whips  and 
chains  of  their  European  taskmasters.  The  forests  abounded 
with  these  ¥rretched  fugitives,  who  oden  opposed  themselves  to 
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the  shipwrecked  par^,  supposing  them  to  be  sent  by  their  late 
masters  to  drag  them  back  to  captivity. 

Ojeda  easily  repulsed  these  attacks;  but  found  that  these 
fugitives  had  likewise  inspired  the  villagers  with  hostility  to  all 
European  strangers.  Seeing  that  his  companions  were  too  feeble 
and  disheartened  to  fi^t  their  way  through  the  populous  parts 
of  the  island,  or  to  climb  the  nigged  mountains  of  the  interior, 
be  avoided  all  towns  and  villages,  and  led  them  through  the  close 
forests  and  broad  green  savannas  which  extended  between  the 
mountains  and  the  sea. 

He  had  only  made  a  choice  of  evils.  The  forests  gradually 
retired  from  the  coast.  The  savannas,  where  the  Spaniards  at 
first  had  to  contend  merely  with  long  rank  grass  and  creeping 
vines,  soon  ended  in  salt  marshes,  where  the  oozy  bottom  yielded 
no  firm  foothold,  and  the  mud  and  water  reached  to  their  knees. 
Still  they  pressed  forward,  continually  hopmg  in  a  little  while  to 
arrive  at  a  firmer  soil,  and  flattering  themselves  they  beheld 
fresh  meadow-land  before  them,  but  continually  deceived.  The 
farther  they  proceeded,  the  deeper  grew  the  mire,  until,  after 
they  had  been  eight  days  on  this  dismal  journey,  they  found 
themselves  in  the  centre  of  a  vast  morass,  where  the  water  reached 
to  their  girdles.  Though  thus  almost  drowned,  they  were  tor- 
mented with  incessant  thirst,  for  all  the  water  around  them  was 
aa  briny  as  the  ocean.  They  suflered  too  the  cravings  of  extreme 
hunger,  having  but  a  scanty  supply  of  cassava  bread  and  cheese, 
and  a  few  potatoes  and  other  roots,  which  they  devoured  raw. 
When  they  wished  to  sleep,  they  had  to  dimb  among  the  twisted 
roots  of  maxigroye  trees,  which  grew  in  dusters  in  the  water. 
Still  the  dreary  marsh  widened  and  deepened.  In  many  places 
they  had  to  cross  rivers  and  inlets.;  where  some,  who  could 
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not  swim,  were  drowned,  and  others  were  smoChered  in  the 
mire. 

Their  situation  became  wild  and  desperate.  Their  cassava 
bread  was  spoiled  by  the  water,  and  their  stock  of  roots  nearij 
exhausted.  The  interminable  morass  still  extended  before  them, 
while,  to  return,  after  the  distance  they  had  come,  was  hopeless. 
Ojeda  alone  kept  up  a  resolute  spirit,  and  cheered  and  urged 
them  forward.  He  had  the  little  Flemish  painting  of  the  Madona, 
which  had  been  given  him  by  the  Bishop  Fonseca,  carefully 
stored  among  the  provisions  in  his  knapsack.  Whenever  he 
stopped  to  repose  among  the  roots  of  the  mangrove  trees,  he  took 
out  this  picture,  placed  it  among  the  branches^  and  kneeling^ 
prayed  devoutly  to  the  Virgin  for  protection.  This  he  did 
repeatedly  in  the  course  of  the  day,  and  prevailed  upon  his  com- 
panions to  follow  his  example.  Nay,  more,  at  a  moment  of  great 
despondency,  he  made  a  solemn  vow  to  his  patroness  that^  if  she 
conducted  him  alive  through  this  peril,  he  would  erect  a  chapel 
in  the  first  Indian  village  he  should  arrive  at ;  and  leave  her  pic- 
ture there,  to  remain  an  object  of  adoration  to  the  Gentiles.* 

This  frightful  morass  extended  for  the  distance  of  thirty- 
leagues,  and  was  so  deep  and  difficult,  so  entangled  by  roots  and 
creeping  vines,  so  cut  up  by  creeks  and  rivers,  and  so  beset  by 
quagmires,  that  they  were  thirty  days  in  traversing  it  Out  of 
the  number  of  seventy  men  that  setoilt  from  the  ship  but  thirty- 
five  remained.  ^  Certain  it  is,"  observes  the  venerable  Las  Casas, 
"  the  sufierings  of  the  Spaniards  in  the  New  "World,  in  search  of 
wealth,  have  been  more  cruel  and  severe  than  ever  nation  in  the 
world  endured ;  but  those  experienced  by  Ojeda  and  his  men 
have  surpassed  all  others." 

•  Las  Casas,  Hisl.  Ind.,  lib.  ii.  cap.  60,  MS. 
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They  were  at  length  so  oyercome  by  hanger  and  fatigue,  that 
8ome  lay  down  and  yielded  up  the  ghost,  and  others,  seating 
themselves  among  the  mangrove  trees,  waited  in  despair  for 
death  to  put  an  end  to  their  miseries.  Ojeda,  with  a  few  of  the 
lightest,  and  most  vigorous,  continued  to  struggle  forward,  and, 
to  their  unutterable  joy,  at  length  arrived  to  where  the  land  was 
firm  and  dry.  They  soon  descried  a  footpath,  and,  following  it, 
arrived  at  an  Indian  village,  commanded  by  a  cacique  called 
Cueybs^.  -  No  sooner  did  they  reach  the  village  than  they  sank 
to  the  earth  exhausted. 

The  Indians  gathered  round  and  gazed  at  them  with  wonder ; 
but  when  they  learnt  their  story,  they  exhibited  a  humanity  that 
would  have  done  honor  to  the  most  professing  Christians.  They 
bore  them  to  their  dwellings,  set  meat  and  drink  before  them, 
and  vied  with  each  other  in  discharging  the  offices  of  the  kindest 
humanity.  Finding  that  a  number  of  their  companions  were 
still  in  the  morass,  the  cacique  sent  a  large  pirCy  of  Indians  with 
provisions  for  their  relief;  with  orders  te  bring  On  their  shoulders 
such  as  were  too  fbeble  -to  walk.  <<  The  Indians,"  says  the 
Bishop  Las  Casas,  '^  did  more  than  they  were  ordered ;  for  so 
they  always  do,  when  they  are  not  exasperated  by  ill  treatment 
The  Spaniards  were  brought  to  the  village,  succored,  cherished, 
consoled,  and  almost  worshiped  as  if  they  had  been  angels." 
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CHAPTER  XL 

OJEDA   PERFOBMS   HIS   VOW  TO   THE   VIRQIN. 

Being  recovered  from  his  safferings,  Alonzo  de  Ojeda  prepared 
to  perform  his  vow  concerning  the  picture  of  the  Virgin,  though 
sorely  must  it  have  grieved  him  to  part  with  a  relic  to  which  he 
attributed  his  deliverance  from  so  many  perils.  He  built  a  little 
hermitage  or  oratory  in  the  village,  and  furnished  it  with  an 
altar,  above  which  he  placed  the  picture.  He  then  summoned  the 
benevolent  cacique,  and  explained  to  him,  as  well  as  his  limited 
knowledge  of  the  language,  or  the  aid  of  interpreters  would 
permit,  the  main  points  of  the  Catholic  faith,  and  especially  the 
history  of  the  Virgin,  whom  he  represented  as  the  mother  of  the 
deity  that  reigned  in  the  skies,  and  the  great  advocate  for  mortal 
man. 

The  worthy  cacique  listened  to  him  with  mute  attention,  and 
though  he  might  not  clearly  comprehend  the  doctrine,  yet  he 
<x>nceived  a  profound  veneration  for  the  picture.  The  sentiment 
was  shared  by  his  subjects.  They  kept  the  little  oratory  always 
swept  clean,  and  decorated  it  with  cotton  hangings,  labored  by 
their  own  hands,  and  with  various  votive  offerings.  They  com- 
posed couplets  or  areytos  in  honor  of  the  Virgin,  which  they 
sang  to  the  accompaniment  of  rude  musical  instruments, 
dancing  to  the  sound  under  the  groves  which  surrounded  the 
hermitage. 

A  further  anecdote  concerning  this  relic  may  not  be  unaccept- 
able. The  venerable  Las  Casas,  who  records  these  facts,  informs 
us  that  he  arrived  at  the  village  of  Cueyblls  some  time  after  the 
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departure  of  Ojeda.  He  found  the  oratory  preserved  with  the 
most  religious  care,  as  a  sacred  place,  and  the  picture  of  the  Vir- 
gin regarded  with  fond  adoration.  The  poor  Indians  crowded  to 
attend  mass,  which  he  performed  at  the  altar ;  they  listened  at- 
tentively to  his  paternal  instructions,  and  at  his  request  brought 
their  chUdren  to  be  baptized.  The  good  Las  Casas  having  heard 
much  of  this  famous  relic  of  Qjeda,  was  desirous  of  obtaining 
possession  of  it,  and  offered  to  give  the  cacique,  in  exchange,  an 
image  of  the  Virgin  which  he  had  brought  with  him.  The  chief- 
tain made  an  evasive  answer,  and  seemed  much  troubled  in  mind. 
The  next  morning  he  did  not  make  his  appearance. 

Las  Casas  went  to  the  oratory  to  perform  mass,  but  found  the 
altar  stripped  of  its  precious  relic  On  inquiring,  he  learnt  that 
in  the  night  the  cacique  had  fled  to  the  woods,  bearing  off  with 
him  his  beloved  picture  of  the  Virgin.  It  was  in  vain  that  Las 
Casas  sent  messengers  after  him,,  assuring  him  that  he  should  not 
be  deprived  of  the  reHc,  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  the  image 
should  likewise  be  presented  to  him.  The  cacique  refused  to 
venture  froiil  the  fastnesses  of  the  forest,  nor  did  he  return  to  his 
village  and  replace  the  picture  in  the  oratory  until  afler  the  de- 
parture of  the  Spaniards.* 

•  Lai  Casas,  Hist.  Ind.  cap.  61,  MS.    Herrera,  Hist.  Ind.  decad.  i.  lib.  iz. 
cap.  15. 
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CHAPTER  Xn. 


ARRIVAL    OP   OJEDA   AT    JAMAICA. — HIS    RECEPTION   BT  JUAN 
DE   ESQUIBEL. 

When  the  Spaniards  were  completely  restored  to  health  and 
strength,  they  resumed  their  journey.  The  eadqae  sent  a  large 
body  of  his  subjects  to  carry  their  provisions  and  knapsacks,  and 
to  guide  them  across  a  desert  tract  of  country  to  the  province  of 
Macaca,  where  Christopher  Columbus  had  been  hospitably  enter- 
tained on  his  voyage  along  the  coast.  They  experienced  equal 
kindness  from  its  cacique  and  his  people,  for  such  seems  almost 
invariably  the  case  with  the  natives  of  these  islands,  before  they 
had  held  much  intercourse  with  Europeans. 

The  province  of  Macaca  was  situated  at  Cape  de  la  Cruz, 
the  nearest  point  to  the  island  of  Jamaica.  Here  Ojeda  learnt 
that  there  were  Spaniards  settled  on  that  island,  being  in  fact  the 
party  commanded  by  the  very  Juan  de  Esquibel,  whose  head  he 
had  threatened  to  strike  off,  when  departing  in  swelling  style  from 
San  Domingo.  It  seemed  to  be  the  fortune  of  Ojeda  to  hare  his 
bravadoes  visited  on  his  head  in  times  of  trouble  and  humiliation. 
He  found  himself  compelled  to  apply  for  succor  to  the  very  man 
he  had  so  vaingloriously  menaced.  This  was  no  time,  however, 
to  stand  on  points  of  pride ;  he  procured  a  canoe  and  Indiana 
from  the  cacique  of  Macaqa,  and  one  Pedro  de  Ordas  undertook 
the  perilous  voyage  of  twenty  leagues  in  the  frail  bark,  and 
arrived  safe  at  Jamaica. 

No  sooner  did  Esquibel  receive  the  message  of  Ojeda,  than, 
forgetting  past  menaces,  he  instaiftiy  dispatched  a  caravel  to  bring 
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to  him  the  unfortunate  discorerer  and  his  companions.  He  re- 
ceived him  with  the  utmost  kindness,  lodged  him  in  his  own  house, 
and  treated  him  in  all  things  with  the  most  delicate  attention. 
He  was  a  gentleman  who  had  seen  prosperous  days,  but  had  fallen 
into  adversity  and  been  buffeted  about  the  world,  and  had  learnt 
how  to  respect  the  feelings  of  a  proud  spirit  in  distress.  Ojeda 
had  the  warm,  touchy  he^urt  to  feel  such  conduct ;  he  remained 
several  days  with  Esquibel  in  frank  communion,  and  when  he 
sailed  for  San  Domingo  they  parted  the  best  of  friends. 

And  here  we  cannot  but  remark,  the  singular  difference  in 
character  and  conduct  of  these  Spanish  adventurers  when  dealing 
with  each  other,  or  with  the  unhappy  natives.  Nothing  could  be 
more  chivalrous,  urbane,  and  charitable ;  nothing  more  pregnant 
with  Qoble  sacrifices  of  passion  and  interest,  with  magnanimous 
instances  of  forgiveness  of  injuries  and  noble  <;ontests  of  gener- 
osity, than  the  .transactions  of  the  discoverers  with  eaeh  other ; 
but  the  moment  they  turned  to  treat  with  the  Indians,  even  with 
brave  and  high-minded  caciques,  the^  were  vindictive,  blood- 
thirsty, and  implacable.  The  very  Juan  de  Esquibel,  who  could 
requite  the  recent  hostility  of  Ojeda  with  such  humanity  and 
friendship,  was  the  same,  who,  under  the  government  of  Ovando, 
laid  desolate  the  province  of  Higuey  in  Hispaniola,  and  inflicted 
atrocious  cruelties  upon  its  inhabitants. 

When  Alonzo  de  Ojeda  set  sail  for  San  t)omingo,  Bemaldino 
de  Talavera  and  his  rabble  adherents  remained  at  Jamaica.  They 
feared  to  be  brought  to  account  for  their  piratical  exploit  in 
stealing  the  Genoese  vessel,  and  that,  in  consequence  of  their  re- 
cent violence  to  Ojeda,  they  would  find  in  him  an  accuser  rather 
than  an  advocate.  The  latter,  however,  in  the  opinion  of  Las 
Casas,  who  knew  him  w^ll,  was  not  a  man  to  make  accusations* 

VOL.    III.  5 
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'With  all  his  faults  he  did  not  harbor  malice.  He  was  quick  and 
fierj,  it  is  true,  and  his  sword  was  too  apt  to  leap  from  its  scab- 
bard OD  the  least  provocation ;  but  after  the  first  flash  all  was 
^ver,  and,  if  he  cooled  upon  an  injury,  he  never  sought  f<^ 
vengeance. 


CHAPTER  Xm. 


ARRIVAL   OP  ALONZO  DE  OJEDA  AT   BAN  DOMINaO.— CONCLU- 
SION  OP   HIS    8T0RT. 

On  arriving  at  San  Domingo,  the  first  inquiry  of  Alonso  de  Ojeda 
was  afler  the  Bachelor  Enciso.  He  was  told  that  he  had  departed 
long  before,  with  abundant  supplies  for  the  colony,  and  that  nothing 
had  been  heard  of  him  since  his  departure.  Ojeda  waited  for  a 
time  in  hopes  of  hearing,  by  some  return  ship,  of  the  safe  arrival 
of  the  Bachelor  at  San  Sebastian.  No  tidings,  however,  arrived, 
and  he  began  to  fear  that  he  had  been  lost  in  those  storms  which 
had  beset  himself  on  his  return  voyage. 

Anxious  for  the  relief  of  his  settlement,  and  fearing  that,  by 
delay,  his  whole  scheme  of  colonization  would  be  d^ifeated,  he 
now  endeavored  to  set  on  foot  another  armament,  and  to  enlist  a 
new  set  of  adventurers*  His  efibrts,  however,  were  all  ineffectual. 
The  disasters  of  his  colony  were  known,  and  hip  own  circumstan- 
ces were  considered  desperate.  He  was  doomed  to  experience 
the  fate  that  too  often  attends  sanguine  and  brilliant  projectors. 
The  world  is  dazzled  by  them  for  a  time,  and  hails  them  as  he- 
roes while  successful ;  but  misfortune  dissipates  the  charm,  lurid 
they  become  stigmatized  with  the   appellation  of  adventurers. 
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When  Ojeda  figured  in  San  Domingo  as  the  conqueror  of  Cao- 
nabo,  as  the  commander  of  a  squadron,  as  the  governor  of  a 
province,  his  prowess  and  exploits  were  the  theme  of  every 
tongue.  When  he  set  sail,  in  vaunting  style,  for  his  seat  of  go- 
vernment, setting  the  viceroy  at  defiance,  and  threatening  the  life 
of  Esquibel,  every  one  thought  that  fortune  was  at  his  heck,  and 
he  was  about  to  accomplish  wonders.  A  few  months  had  elapsed, 
and  he  walked  the  streets  of  San  Domingo  a  needy  man,  ship- 
wrecked'in  hope  and  fortune.  His  former  friends,  dreading  some 
new  demand  upon  their  purses,  looked  coldly  on  him  ;  his  schemes, 
once  60  extolled,  were  now  pronounced  wild  and  chimerical,  and 
he  was  subjected  to  all  kinds  of  slights  and  humiliations  in  the 
very  place  which  had  been  the  scene  of  his  greatest  vainglory. 

While  Ojeda  was  thus  lingering  at  San  Domingo,  the  admiral, 
Don  Diego  Columbus,  sent  a  party  of  soldiers  to  Jamaica  to  ar- 
rest Talavera  and  his  pirate  crew.  They  were  brought  in  chains 
to  San  Domingo,  thrown  into  dungeons,  and  tried  for  the  robbery 
of  the  Genoese  vessel.  Their  crime  was  too  notoribus  to  admit 
of  doubt,  and  being  convicted,  Talavera  and  several  of  his  prin- 
cipal accomplices  were  hanged.  Such  was  the  end  of  their  fright-* 
ful  journey  by  sea  and  land.  Never  had  vagabonds  traveled 
farther  nor  toiled  harder  to  arrive  at  a  gallows  I 

In  the  course  of  the  trial  Ojeda  had  naturally  been  summoned 
as  a  witness,  and  his  testimony  must  have  tended  greatly  to  the 
conviction  of  the  culprits.  This  drew  upon  him  the  vengeance 
of  the  surviving  comrades  of  Talavera,  who  still  lurked  about 
San  Domingo.  As  he  was  returning  home  one  night  at  a  late 
hoar,  he  was  waylaid  and  set  upon  by  a  number  of  these  miscre- 
ants. He  displayed  his  usual  spirit.  Setting  his  back  against  a 
wall,  and  drawing  his  sword,  he  defended  himself  admirably 
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against  the  whole  gang ;  nor  was  he  content  with  beating  them 
off,  but  pursued  them  for  some  distance  through  the  streets :  and 
having  thus  put  them  to  utter  rout,  returned  tranquil  and  un- 
harmed to  his  lodgings. 

This  is  the  last  achievement  recorded  of  the  gallant  but  reck- 
less Ojeda ;  for  here  his  bustling  career  terminated,  and  he  sank 
into  the  obscurity  which  gathers  round  «  ruined  man.  His  health 
was  broken  by  various  hardships  and  by  the  lurking  effects  of  the 
wound  received  at  San  Sebastian,  which  had  been  but  imperfectly 
cured.  Poverty  and  neglect,  and  the  corroding  sickness  of  the 
heart,  contributed,  no  less  than  the  maladies  of  the  body,  to  quendi 
that  sanguine  and  fiery  temper,  which  had  hitherto  been  Uie 
secret  of  his  success,  and  to  render  him  the  mere  wreck  of  his 
former  self;  for  there  is  no  ruin  so  hopeless  and  complete,  as  that 
of  a  towering  spirit  humiliated  and  broken  down.  He  appears 
to  have  lingered  some  time  at  San  Domingo.  Gomara,  iir  his 
history  of  the  Indies,  affirms  that  he  turned  monk,  and  entered 
in  the  convent  at  San  Francisco,  where  he  died.  Such  a  change 
would  not  have  been  surprising  in  a  man,  who,  in  his  wildest 
career,  mingled  the  bigot  with  the  soldier ;  nor  was  it  unusual 
with  military  adventurers  in  those  days,  after  passing  their  youth 
in  the  bustle  and  licentiousness  of  the  camp,  to  end  their  days  in 
the  quiet  and  mortification  of  the  cloister.  Las  Casas,  however, 
who  was  at  San  Domingo  at  the  time,  makes  no  mention  of  the 
fact,  as  he  certainly  would  have  done,  had  it  taken  place.  He 
confirms,  however,  all  that  has  been  said  of  the  striking  reverse 
in  his  character  and  circumstances ;  and  he  adds  an  affecting  pic- 
ture of  his  last  moments,  which  may  serve  as  a  wholesome  com- 
ment on  his  life.  He  died  so  poor  that  he  did  not  leave  money 
enough  to  provide  for  his  interment ;  and  so  broken  in  spirit,  that. 
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THE  VOYAGE  OF  DIEGO  DE  NICUESA. 

CHAPTER  L  .    . 

NICUESA.     SAILS     TO    THE   WESTWARD. HIS     SHIPWEECK     A2SJ> 

SUBSEQUENT   DISASTEHS. 

We  have  now  to  recount  the  fortunes  experienced  by  the  galknt 
and  generous  Diego  de  Nicuesa,  afler  his  parting  from  Aloozo  de 
Ojeda  at  Carthagena.  On  resuming  his  voyage,  he  embarked  in 
a  caravel,  that  he  might  be  able  to  coast  the  land  and  reconnoitre ; 
he  ordered  that  the  two  brigantines,  one  of  which  was  conomaoded 
by  hb  Lieutenant  Lope  de  Olano,  should  keep  near  to  him,  while 
the  large  vessels,  which  drew  more  water,  should  stand  ftirther 
out  to  sea.  The  squadron  arrived  upon  the  coast  of  Yeragoa,  in 
stormy  weather ;  and,  as  Nicuesa  could  not  find  any  safe  harbor, 
and  was  apprehensive  of  tocks  and  shoals,  he  stood  out  to  sea  at 
the  approach  of  night,  supposing  that  Lope  de  Olano  would  fol- 
low him  with  the  brigantines  according  to  his  orders.  The  night 
was  boisterous,  the  caravel  was  much  tossed  and  driven  about, 
and  when  the  morning  dawned,  not  one  of  the  squadron  was  in 
sight 

Nicuesa  feared  some  accident  had  befallen  the  brigantines ; 
he  stood  for  the  land,  and  coasted  along  it  in  search  of  them  until 
he  came  to  a  large  river,  into  which  he  entered  and  came  to 
anchor.     He  had  not  been  here  long  when  the  stream  suddenly 
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subsided,  having  merely  been  swollen  bj  the  rains.    Before  he 

1 
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probably  repair  to  that  place.  They  accordingly  set  off  along 
the  sea-shore,  for  the  thickness  of  the  forest  prevented  their 
traversing  the  interior.  Four  of  the  hardiest  sailors  put  to  sea 
in  the  boat  and  kept  abreast  of  them,  to  help  them  across  the 
bays  and  rivers. 

Their  sufferings  were  extreme.  Most  of  them  were  destitute 
of  shoes,  and  many  almost  naked.  They  had  to  clamber  over 
sharp  and  rugged  rocks,  and  to  struggle  through  dense  forests 
beset  with  thorns  and  brambles.  Often  they  had  to  wade  across 
rank  fens  and  morasses  and  drowned  lands,  or  to  traverse  deep 
and  rapid  streams. 

Their  food  consisted  of  herbs  and  roots  and  shell-fish  gathered 
along  the  shore.  Had  they  even  met  with  Indians,  they  would 
have  dreaded,  in  their  unarmed  state,  to  apply  to  them  for  provi- 
sions, lest  they  should  take  revenge  for  the  outrages  committed 
along  this  coast  by  other  Europeans. 

To  render  their  sufferings  more  intolerable,  they  were  in 
doubt,  whether,  in  the  storms  which  preceded  their  shipwreck, 
they  had  not  been  driven  past  Yeragua,  in  which  case  each  step 
would  take  them  so  much  the  farther  from  their  desired  haven. 

Still  they  labored  feebly  forward,  en^uraged  by  the  words 
and  the  example  of  Nicuesa,  who  cheerfully  partook  of  the  toils 
and  hardships  of  the  meanest  of  his  men. 

They  had  slept  one  night  at  the  foot  of  impending  rocks  and 
were  about  to  resume  their  weary  march  in  the  morning,  when 
they  were  espied  by  some  Indians  from  a  neighboring  height 
Among  the  followers  of  Nicuesa  was  a  favorite  page,  whose  tat- 
tered finery  and  white  hat  caught  the  quick  eyes  of  the  savages. 
C)ne  of  them  immediately  singled  him  out,  and  taking  deadly  aim, 
let  fly  an  arrow  that  laid  him  expiring  at  the  feet  of  his  master. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  COMPANIONS  OF  COLUMBUS.  105 


Whilft  the  generous  cavalier  mourned  over  hia  alaucrhtered  oa^e. 
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never  spread  a  sail.  Their  companions  in  the  other  ships,  if  still 
alive  and  true  to  them,  had  doubtless  given  them  up  for  lost ;  and 
many  years  might  elapse  before  the  casual  bark  of  a  discoverer 
might  venture  along  these  shores.  Long  before  thact  time  their 
fate  would  be  sealed ;  and  their  bones,  bleaching  on  the  sands, 
would  alone  tell  their  story. 

In  this  hopeless  state  many  abandoned  themselvesi  to  frantic 
grief,  wandering  about  the  island,  wringing  their  hands  and  utter- 
ing groans  and  lamentations  ;  others  called  upon  God  for  succor, 
and  many  sat  down  in  silent  and  sullen  despair. 

The  cravings  of  hunger  and  thirst  at  length  roused  them  to 
exertion.  They  found  no  food  but  a  few5hell-fish  scattered  along 
the  shore,  and  coarse  herbs  and  roots,  some  of  them  of  an  un- 
wholesome quality.  The  island  had  neither  springs  nor  streams 
of  fresh  water,  and  they  were  fain  to  slake  their  thirst  at  the 
brackish  pools  of  the  marshes. 

Nicuesa  endeavored  to  animate  his  men  with  newliopes.  He 
employed  them  in  constructing  a  raft  of  drift-wood  and  branches 
of  trees,  for  the  purpose  of  crossing  the  arm  of  the  sea  that  sepa- 
rated them  from  the  main-land.  It  was  a  difficult  task,  for  they 
were  destitute  of  tools  ;  and  when  the  raft  was  finished  they  had 
.  no  oaxs  with  which  to  manage  it.  Some  of  the  most  expert  swim- 
mers undertook  to  propel  it,  but  they  were  too  much  enfeebled  by 
their  sufferings.  On  their  first  essay,  the  currents  whict  sweep 
that  coast  bore  the  raft  out  to  sea,  and  they  swam  back  with  diffi- 
culty to  the  island.  Having  no  other  chance  of  escape,  and  no 
other  means  of  exercising  and  keeping  up  the  spirits  of  his  fol- 
lowersj  Nicuesa  repeatedly  ordered  new  rafts  to  be  constructed ; 
but  the  result  was  always  the  same,  and  the  men  at  length  either 
grew  too  feeble  to  work,  or  renounced  the  attempt  in  despair. 
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Thus,  day  after  day,  and  week  after  week  eli^wed,  without 
any  mitigation  of  suffering  or  any  prospect  of  relief  Every  day 
some  one  or  other  sank  under  his  miseries,  a  victim,  not  so  much 
to  hunger  and  thirst,  as  to  grief  and  despondency.  His  death 
was  envied  by  his  wretched  survivors,  many  of  whom  were  re- 
duced to  such  debility,  that  they  had  to  crawl  <m  hands  and 
knees  in  search  of  the  herbs  and  shell-fish  which  formed  theur 
scanfyfood. 


CHAPTER  m. 

ABBIVAL  OP  A.  BOAT. CONDUCT  OP  LOPE  DB  CLANG. 

Whiqn  the  unfortunate  Spaniards,  without  hope  of  succor,  began 
to  consider  death  as  a  desirable  end  to  their  miseries,  they  were 
roused  to  new  life  one  day  by  beholding  a  sail  gleaming  on  the 
horizon.  Their  exultation  was  checked,  however,  by  the  reflec- 
tion how  many  chances  there  were  against  its  approaching  this 
\vild  and  desolate  island.  Watching  it  with  anxious  eyes,  they 
put  up  prayers  to  God  to  conduct  it  to  their  relief;  and  at  length, 
to  their  great  joy,  they  perceived  that  it  was  steering  directly  for 
the  island.  On  a  nearer  approach  it  proved  to  be  one  of  the 
brigantines  which  had  been  commanded  by  Lope  de  Olano.  It 
came  to  anchor :  a  boat  put  off,  and  among  the  crew  were  the 
four  sailors  who  had  disappeared  so  myateriously  from  the  island. 
These  men  accounted  in  a  satisfactory  manner  for  their  de- 
sertion. They  had  been  persuaded  that  the  ships  were  in  some 
harbor  to  the  eastward,  and  that  they  were  daily  leaving  them 
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farther  behind.  Disheartened  at  the  eonstant,  and,  in  their  opin- 
ion, fruitless  toil  which  fell  to  their  share  in  the  struggle  westfrard, 
they  resolved  to  take  their  own  counsel,  without  risking  the  oppo- 
sition of  Nicuesa.  In  the  dead  of  the  night,  therefore,  when 
their  companions  on  the  island  were  asleep,  they  silently  cast  off 
their  boat,  and  retraced  their  course  along  the  coast  After  sev- 
eral days'  toil  they  found  the  brigantines  under  the  command  of 
Lope  de  Olano,  in  the  river  of  Belen,  the  scene  of  the  disasters 
of  Columbus  in  his  fourth  voyage. 

The  conduct  of  Lope  de  Olano  was  regarded  with  suspicion 
by  his  contemporaries,  and  is  still  subject  to  doubt.  He  is  sup- 
posed to  have  deserted  Nicuesa  designedly,  intending  to  usurp  the 
command  of  the  expedition.  Men,  however,  were  prone  to  judge 
harshly  of  him  from  his  having  been  concerned  in  the  treason 
and  rebellion  of  Francisco  Roldan.  On  the  stormy  night  when 
Nicuesa  stood  out  to  sea  to  avoid  the  dangers  of  the  shore,  Olano 
took  shelter  under  the  lee  of  an  island.  Seeing  nothing  of  the 
caravel  of  his  commander  in  the  morning,  he  made  no  effort  to 
seek  for  it,  but  proceeded  with  the  brigantines  ta  the  river  of 
Chagres,  where  he  found  the  ships  at  anchor.  They  had  landed 
all  their  cargo,  being  almost  in  a  sinking  condition  from  the  rav- 
ages of  the  worms.  Olano  persuaded  the  crews  that  Nicuesa  had 
perished  in  the  late  storm,  and,  being  his  lieutenant,  he  assumed 
the  command.  Whether  he  had  been  perfidious  or  not  in  his  mo- 
tives, his  command  was  but  a  succession  of  disasters.  He  sailed 
from  Chagres  for  the  river  of  Belen,  where  the  ships  were  found 
so  damaged  that  they  had  to  be  broken  to  pieces.  Most  of  the 
people  constructed  wretched  cabins  on  the  shore,  where,  during  a 
sudden  storm,  they  were  almost  washed  away  by  the  swelling  of 
the  river,  or  swallowed  up  in  the  shifting  sands.     Several  of  his 
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With  sudi  Toracity  that  Nicuesa  was  obliged  to  interfere,  lest  tfaej 
Bhould  injure  themselves.  Nor  was  the  supply  of  fresh  water 
less  grateful  to  their  parched  and  fevered  palates. 

When  sufficiently  revived,  they  all  abandoned  the  desolate 
island,  and  set  sail  for  the  riVer  Belen,  exulting  as  joyfully  as  if 
their  troubles  were  at  an  end,  and  they  were  bound  to  a  haven 
of  delist,  instead  of  merdy  changing  the  scene  of  suffering^uid 
encountering  a  Qew  variety  of  horrors. 

In  the  meantime  Lope  de  Olano  had  been  diligently  preparing 
for  the  approaching  interview  with  his  commander,  by  persuading 
his  fellow-officers  to  intercede  in  his  behalf,  and  to  place  his  late 
conduct  in.  the  most  favorable  light  He  had  need  of  their  inter- 
cessions. Nicuesa  arrived,  burning  with  indignation.  He  or- 
dered him  to  be  instantly  seized  and  punished  as  a  traitor ;  attrib- 
uting to  his  desertion  the  ruin  of  the  enterprise  and  the  suffisrings 
and  death  of  so  many  of  his  brave  followers.  The  fellow- 
captains  of  Olano  spoke  in  his  favor;  but  Nicuesa  turned 
indignantly  upon  them :  "  You  do  well,"  cried  he,  "  to  supplicate 
mercy  for  him;  you,  who,  yourselves,  have  need  of  pardon  I 
You  have  participated  in  his  crime  ;  why,  else,  have  you  suffisred 
so  long  a  time  to  elapse  without  compelling  him  to  send  one  of 
the  vessels  in  search  of  me  ?" 

The  captains  vindicated  themselves  by  assurances  of  their  be- 
lief in  his  having  foundered  at  sea.  They  reiterated  their  sup- 
plications for  mercy  to  Olano  ;  drawing  the  most  affecting  pictures 
of  their  past  and  present  sufferings,  and  urging  the  impolicy  of 
increasing  the  horrors  of  their  situation  by  acts  of  severity. 
Nicuesa  at  length  was  prevailed  upon  to  spare  his  victim ;  re- 
solving to  send  him,  by  the  fbrst  opportunity,  a  prisoner  to  Spain. 
It  appeared,  in  truth,  no  time  to  add  to  the  daily  blows  of  fate 
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indifference  to  their  sufferings,  but  of  wantonly  imposing  severe 
and  unnecessary  tasks  upon  them  out  of  revenge  for  their  having 
neglected  him. 

The  genial  temper  of  Nicuesa  had,  in  fact,  been  soured  by 
disappointment ;  and  a  series  of  harassing  cares  and  evils  had 
rendered  him  irritable  and  impatient ;  but  he  was  a  cavalier  of  a 
generous'  and  honorable  nature,  and  does  not  appear  to  have 
enforced  any  services  that  were  not  indispensable  to  the  common 
safety.  In  fact,  the  famine  had  increased  to  such  a  degree,  that, 
w«  are  told,  thirty  Spaniards  having  on  one  occasion  found  the 
dead  body  of  an  Indian  in  a  state  of  decay,  they  were  driven  by 
hunger  to  make  a  meal  of  it,  and  were  so  infected  by  the  horrible 
repast,  that  not  one  of  them  survived.* 

'Disheartened  by  these  miseries,  Nicuesa  determined  to  aban- 
don A  place  which  seemed  destined  to  be  the  grave  of  Spaniards. 
Embarking  the  greater  part  of  his  men  in  the  two  brigantines, 
and  the  caravel  which  had  been  built  by  Olano,  he  set  sail  east- 
ward in  search  of  some  more  favorable  situation  for  his  settlement. 
A  number  of  the  men  remained  behind,  to  await  the  ripening  of 
some  maize  and  vegetables  which  they  had  sown.  These  he  left 
under  the  command  of  Alonzo  Nunez,  whom  he  nominated  his 
alcaide  mayor. 

When  Nicuesa  had  coasted  about  four  leagues  to  the  east,  a 
Genoese  sailor,  who  had  been  with  Columbus  in  his  last  voyage, 
informed  him  that  there  was  a  fine  harbor  somewhere  in  that 
neighborhood,  which  had  pleased  the  old  admiral  so  highly,  that 
he  had  given  it  the  name  of  Puerto  Bello.  He  added,  that  they 
might  know  the  harbor  by  an  anchor,  half  buried  in  the  sand, 
which  Columbus  had  left  there ;  near  to  which  was  a  fountain  of 

*  Herrera,  Hist  Ind.,  decad.  i.  and  viii.  cap.  2. 
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Those  mormured  no  less  who  were  sent  in  quest  of  food,  whicb 
waa  only  to  be  gained  bj  fatigue  and  bloodshed ;  for  whatever 
thej  collected  they  had  to  transport  from  great  distances,  and 
they  were  frequently  waylaid  and  assaulted  by  the  Indians. 

When  he  could  spare  men  for  the  purpose,  Nicuesa  dispatched 
the  caravel  for  those  whom  he  had  lefl  at  the  river  Belen.  Many 
of  them  had  perished,  and  the  survivors  had  been  reduced  to 
such  famine  at  times,  as  to  eat  all  kinds  of  reptiles,  until  a  part 
of  an  alligator  was  a  banquet  to  them.  On  mustering  all  his 
forces  when  thus  united,  Nicuesa  found  that  but  one  hundred 
emaciated  and  dejected  wretches  remained. 

He  dispatched  the  caravel  to  Hispaniola,  to  bring  a  quaatitj 
of  bacon  which  he  had  ordered  to  have  prepared  there,  but  it 
never  returned.  He  ordered  Gronzalo  de  Bad^jos,  at  the  head 
of  twenty  men,  to  scour  the  country  for  provisions;  but  the 
Indians  had  ceased  to  cultivate :  they  could  do  with  little  food, 
and  could  subsist  on  the  roots  and  wild  fruits  of  .the  forest  The 
Spaniards,  therefore,  found  deserted  villages  and  barren  fields, 
but  lurking  enemies  at  every  defile.  So  deplorably  were  they 
reduced  by  their  sufferings,  that  at  length  there  were  not  left  a 
sufficient  number  in  health  and  strength  to  mount  guard  at  night ; 
and  the  fortress  remained  without  sentinels.  Such  was  the  des- 
perate situation  of  this  once  gay  and  gallant  cavalier,  and  of  his 
brilliant  armament,  which  but  a  few  months  before  had  sailed 
from  San  Domingo,  flushed  with  the  consciousness  of  power,  and 
the  assurance  that  they  had  the  means  of  compelling  the  favors 
of  fortune. 

It  is  necessary  to  leave  them  for  a  while,  and  turn  our  atten- 
tion to  other  events  which  will  ultimately  be  found  to  bear  upon 
their  destinies* 
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CHAPTER  VI. 


EXPEDITION    OF    THE    BACHELOR    EKOISO   IN    SEARCH    OF   THE 
SEAT   OP   GOVERNMENT   OP   OJEDA. 

[1510.J 

In  calling  to  mind  th%  nacratiYe  of  the  laat  expedition  of  Alonso 
de  Ojeda,  the  reader  wiU  do^ibUeas  remember  the  Bachelor  Mar- 
tin Fernandez  de  EndsO,  who  was  inspired  bj  that  adveatorotu 
cavalier  with  an  ill-starred  passion  fbr  colonizing,  and  frei^ted  a 
vessel  at  San  Domingo  with  reinforcements  and  supplies  for  the 
settlement  at  San  Sebastian. 

When  the  Bachelor  was  on  the  eve  of  sailing,  a  number  of 
the  loose  hangers-on  of  the  colony,  and  men  encumbered  with 
debt,  concerted  to  join  his  ship  from  the  coast  and  the  outports. 
Their  creditors,  however,  getting  notice  of  their  intention,  kept  a 
close  watch  upon  every  one  that  went  on  board  while  in  the  har* 
bor,  and  obtained  an  armed  vessel  from  the  admiral  Don  Diego 
Columbus,  to  escort  the  enterprising  Bachelor  clear  of  the  island. 
One  man,  however,  contrived  to  elude  these  precautions,  and,  as 
he  afterwards  rose  to  great  importance,  it  is  proper  to  notice  him 
particularly.  His  name  was  Yasco  Nunez  de  Balboa.  He  was 
a  native  of  Xeres  de  ^os  Caballeros,  and  of  a  noble  though 
impoverished  family.  He  had  been  brought  up  in  the  service  of 
Don  Pedro  Puerto  Carrero,  Lord  of  Moguer,  and  he  afterwards 
enlisted  among  the  adventurers  who  accompanied  Rodrigo  de 
Bastides  in  his  voyage  of  discovery.  Peter  Martyr,  in  his  Latin 
decades,  speaks  of  him  by  the  appellation  of  ''  egregius  digladia- 
tor^"  which  has  been  interpreted  by  some  as  a  skillful  swordsnmn, 
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hj  others  as  an  adroit  fencing-master.  He  intimates,  also,  that 
he  was  a  mere  soldier  of  fortune,  of  loose  prodigal  habits ;  and 
the  circumstances  under  which  he  is  first  introduced  to  us  justify 
this  character.  He  had  fixed  himself  for  a  time  in  Hispaniola, 
and  undertaken  to  cultivate  a  farm  at  the  town  of  Salyatierra,  on 
the  sea-coast,  J[)ut  in  a  little  time  had  completely  involved  himself 
in  debt  The  expedition  of  Enciso  presented  him  with  an  opp6r- 
tunity  of  escaping  from  his  embarrassments,  and  of  indulging  his 
adventurous  habits.  To  elude  the  vigilance  of  his  creditors  and 
of  the' armed  escort,  he  concealed  himself  in  a  cask,  which  was 
conveyed  from  his  farm  on  the  sea-coast  on  board  of  the  vessel, 
as  if  containing  provisions  for  the  voyage.  When  the  vessel  was 
fairly  out  at  sea,  and  abandoned  by  the  escort,  Yasco  Nunez 
emerged  like  an  apparition  from  his  cask,  to  the  great  surprise  of 
Enciso,  who  had  been  totally  ignorant  of  the  stratagem.  The 
Bachelor  was  indignant  at  being  thus  outwitted,  even  though  he 
gained  a  recruit  by  the  deception  ;  and,  in  the  first  ebullition  of 
his  wrath,  gave  the  fugitive  debtor  a  very  rough  reception,  threat- 
ening to  put  him  on  shore  on  the  first  uninhabited  island  they 
should  encounter.  Yasco  Nunez,  however,  succeeded  in  pacifying 
him,  "  for  God,"  says  the  venerable  Las  Caseis,  "  reserved  him 
for  greater  things."  It  is  probable  the  Bachelor  beheld  in  him  a 
man  well  fitted  for  his  expedition,  for  Yasco  Nunez  was  in  the 
prime  and  vigor  of  his  days,  tall  and  muscular,  seasoned  to  hard- 
ships, and  of  intrepid  spirit 

Arriving  at  the  main-land,  they  touched  at  the  fisttal  harbor 
of  Carthagena,  the  scene  of  the  sanguinary  conflicts  of  Ojeda'  and 
Nicuesa  with  the  natives,  and  of  the  death  of  the  brave  Juan  de 
la  Cosa.  Enciso  was  ignorant  of  those  events,  having  had  no 
tidings  from  those  adventurers  since  their  departure  £tom  San 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  COMPANIONS  OF  COLUMBUS.  117 


Domingo ;  without  any  hesitation,  therefore,  he  landed  a  number 
of  his  men  to  repair  his  boat,  which  was  damaged,  and  to  procure 
water.  While  the  men  were  working  upon  the  boat,  a  multitude 
of  Indians  gathered  at  a  distance,  well  armed  and  with  menacing 
aspect,  sounding  their  shells  and  brandishing  their  weapons.  The 
experience  they  had  had  of  the  tremendous  powers  of  the  stran- 
gers, however,  rendered  them  cautious  of  attacking,  and  for  three 
days  they  hovered  in  this  manner  about  the  Spaniards,  the  latter 
being  obliged  to  keep  continually  on  the  alert.  At  length  two  of 
the  Spaniards  ventured  one  day  from  the  main  body  to  fill  a 
water-cask  from  the  adjacent  river.  Scarcely  had  they  reached 
the  margin  of  the  stream,  when  eleven  savages  sprang  from  the 
thickets  and  surrounded  them,  bending  their  bows  and  pointing 
their  arrows.  In  this  way  they  stood  for  a  moment  or  two  in 
fearful  suspense,  the  Indians  refraining  from  discharging  their 
shafts,  but  keeping  them  constantly  pointed  at  their  breasts.  One 
of  the  Spaniards  attempted  to  escape  to  his  comrades  who  were 
repairing  the  boat,  but  the  other  called  him  back,  and,  under- 
standing something  of  the  Indian  tongue,  addressed  a  few-  amica- 
ble words  to  the  savages*  The  latter,  astonished  at  being  spoken 
to  in  their  own  language,  now  relaxed  a  little  from  their  fierceness, 
and  demanded  of  the  strangers  who  they  were,  who  were  their 
leaders,  and  what  they  sought  upon  their  shores.  The  Spaniard 
replied  that  they  were  harmless  people,  who  came  from  other 
lands,  and  merely  touched  there  through  necessity,  and  he  won- 
dered that  they  should  meet  them  with  such  hostility ;  he  at  the 
same  time  warned  them  to  beware,  as  there  would  come  many  of 
his  countrymen  well  armed,  and  would  wreak  terriWe  vengeance 
upon  them  for  any  mischief  they  might  do.  While  they  were 
thus  parleying,  the  BiKshelor  Enciso,  hearing  that  two  of  his  men 
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were  surrounded  by  the  savages,  sallied  instantfy  from  his  ship, 
and  hastened  with  an  armed  force  to  their  rescue.  As  he 
approached,  however,  the  Spaniard  who  had  held  the  parley 
made  him  a  signal  that  the  nativee  were  pacific  In  fact,  the  lat« 
ter  had  supposed  that  this  was  a  liew  invasion  of  Ojeda  and  Nico* 
esa,  and  had  thus  arrajed  themselves,  if  not  to  take  Tengeanoe 
for  past  outrages,  at  least  to  defend  their  houses  from  a  second 
desdatioD.  When  thej  were  convinced,  however,  that  theae  were 
di  totidty  different  band  of  strangers,  and  without  hostile  intentions, 
their  animosity  was  at  an  end;  they  threw  by  their  weapons,  and 
eame  forward  with  the  most  confiding  frankness.  During  the 
whole  time  that  the  Spaniards  remained  there,  they  treated  them 
with  the  greatest  friendship,  supplying  them  with  bread  made 
from  make,  with  salted  fi^,  and  with  the  fermented  and  spirito-' 
ous  beverages  common  along  that  coast  Such  was  the  magnani- 
mous conduct  of  men  who  were  considered  among  the  most  fero- 
dous  and  warlike  of  these  savage  nations ;  and  who,  but  recently, 
had  .beheld  their  shores  invaded,  their  villages  ravaged  and  burnt, 
and  their  friends  and  relations  butchered,  without  regard  to  age 
or  sex,  by  the  countrymen  of  these  very  strangers.  When  we 
recall  the  bloody  and  indiscriminate  vengeance  wreaked  upon  this 
people  by  Ojeda  and  his  followers  for  their  justifiable  resistance 
of  invasion,  and  compare  it  with  their  placable  and  considerate 
spirit  when  an  opportunity  for  revenge  presented  itself,  we  con- 
fess we  feel  a  momentary  doubt  whether  the  arbitrary  appellation 
of  savage  is  always  applied  to  the  right  party. 
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CHAPTEB  Vn. 


THE     BACHELOR    HEARS     UNWELCOME    TIDINGS     OP  HIS   DES- 
TINED  JURISDICTION. 

Not  long  after  the  arrival  of  Enciso  at  this  •rentfUl  harbor  he 
was  surprised  bj  the  ^drcumstance  of  a  brigantine  entering,  and 
coming  to  anchor.  To  encounter  a  European  sidl  in  these  Almost 
unknown  seas  was  alwaja  a  singular  and  striking  occurrence,  but 
the  astonishment  of  the  Bachek^r  was  mingled  with  alarm  when, 
on  boasding  the  brigantine,  he  found  it  manned  by  a  number  of 
the  men  who  had  embarked  with  Ojeda.  His  first  idea  was,  that 
they  hgd  mutinied  against  their  commander,  and  deserted  with 
the  vesseL  The  feelings  of  the  magistrate  were  aroused  within 
him  by  the  suspicion,  and  he  determined  to  take  his  first  step  as 
alcalde  mayor,  by  seizing  them  and  inflicting  on  them  the  severi^ 
of  the  law.  He  altered  his  tone,  however,  on  ccmversing  with 
their  resolute  commander.  This  was  no  other  than  Francisco 
I^zarro,  whom  Qjeda  had  left  as  his  locum  tenens  at  San  Sebas- 
tian, and  who  showed  the  Bachelor  his  letter  patent,  signed  by 
thai  unfortunate  governor.  In  &et,  the  little  brigantine  contained 
the  sad  remnant  of  the  once  vaunted  colony.  After  the  depar- 
ture of  Qjeda  in  the  pirate  ship,  his  followers,  whom  he  had  left 
behind  under  the  command  of  Pizarro,  continued  in  the  fortress 
until  the  stipulated  term  of  fifty  days  had  expired.  Receiving 
no  succor,  and  hearing  no  tidings  of  Ojeda,  they  then  determined 
to  embark  and  sail  for  Hispaniola ;  but  here  an  unthought  of  dif- 
ficulty presented  itself,  they  were  seventy  in  number,  and  the  two 
brigantines  which  had  been  left  with  them  were   incapable  of 
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taking  so  manj.  They  came  to  the  forlorn  agreement,  therefore, 
to  remain  until  famine,  sickness,  and  the  poisoned  arrows  of  the 
Indians  should  reduce  their  number  to  the  capacity  of  the  brigan- 
tines.  A  brief  space  of  time  was  sufficient  for  the  purpose. 
They  then  prepared  for  the  voyage.  Four  mares  which  had 
been  kept  alive,  as  terrors  to  the  Indians,  were  killed  and  salted 
for  sea-stores.  Then  taking  whatever  other  articles  of  provisions 
remained,  they  embarked  and  made  sail.  ^  One  brigantine  was 
commanded  by  Pizarro,  the  other  by  one  Yalenzuela. 

They  had  not  proceeded  far  when,  in  a  storm,  a  sea  struck  the 
crazy  vessel  of  Yalenzuela  with  such  violence  as  to  cause  it  to 
founder  with  all  its  crew.  The  other  brigantiiie  was  so  near  that 
the  mariners  witnessed  the  struggles  of  their  drowning  compan- 
ions, and  heard  their  cries.  Some  of  the  sailors,  with  the  common 
disposition  to  the  marvelous,  declared  that  they  beheld  a  great 
whale,  or  some  other  monster  of  the  deep,  strike  the  vessel  with 
its  tail,  and  either  stave  in  its  sides  or  shatter  the  rudder,  so  as  to 
cause  the  shipwreck.*  The  surviving  brigantine  then  made  the 
best  of  its  way  to  the  harbor  of  Carthagena,  to  seek  provisions. 

•  Such  was  the  disastrous  account  rendered  to  the  Bachelor  by 
Pizarro,  of  his  destined  jurisdiction.  Enciso,  however,  was  of  a 
confident  mind  and  sanguine  temperament,  and  trusted  to  restore 
all  things  to  order  and  prosperity  on  his  arrival 

*  Herrera,  Hist.  Ind.,  decad.  i.  lib.  vii  cap.  10. 
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sepulchres !  Neither  did  he  feel  any  compunctions  at  the  ide^ 
of  plundering  the  dead,  considering  the  deceased  as  pagans  and 
infidels,  who  had  forfeited  even  the  sanctuary  of  the  grave,  hy 
having  been  buried  according  to  the  rites  and  ceremonies  of  their 
idolatrous  religion. 

Enciso,  accordingly,  made  sail  from  Carthagena  and  landed 
"With  his  forces  on  the  coast  of  Zenu.  Here  he  was  promptly 
opposed  by  two  caciques,  at  the  head  of  a  large  band  of  warriors. 
The  Bachelor,  though  he  had  thus  put  on  the  soldier,  retained  suffi- 
cient of  the  spirit  of  his  former  calling  not  to  enter  into  quarrel 
without  taking  care  to  have  the  law  on  his  side ;  he  proceeded  regu- 
larly, therefore,  according  to  the  legal  form  recently  enjoined  by  the 
crown.  He  caused  to  be  read  and  interpreted  to  the  caciques  the 
same  formula  used  by  Ojeda,  expounding  the  nature  of  the  Deity, 
the  supremacy  of  the  pope,  and  the  right  of  the  Catholic  sove- 
reigns to  all  these  lands,  by  virtue  of  a  grant  from  his  holiness. 
The  caciques  listened  to  the  whole  very  attentively  and  without 
interruption,  according  to  the  laws  of  Indian  courtesy.  They 
then  replied,  that,  as  to  the  assertion  that  there  was  but  one  God 
the  sovereign  of  heaven  and  earth,  it  seemed  to  them  good,  and 
that  such  must  be  the  case ;  but  as  to  the  doctrine  that  the  pope 
was  regent  of  the  world  in  place  of  God,  and  that  he  had  made 
a  grant  of  their  country  to  the  Spanish  king,  they  observed  that 
the  pope  must  have  been  drunk  to  give  away  what  was  not  his, 
and  the  king  must  have  been  somewhat  mad  to  ask  at  his  hands 
what  belonged  to  others.  They  added,  that  they  were  lords  of 
those  lands  and  needed  no  other  sovereign,  and  if  this  king  should 
come  to  take  possession,  they  would  cut  off  his  head  and  put  it 
on  a  pole ;  that  being  their  mode  of  dealing  with  their  enemies. 
As  an  illustration  of  this  custom  they  pointed  out  to  Endso  th^ 
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contented  himself  with  his  victory,  and  returning  to  his  ships, 
prepared  to  continue  his  voyage  for  the  seat  of  government  estab- 
lished by  Ojeda  in  the  Gulf  of  Uraba. 


CHAPTER  TX. 


THE   BACHELOR   ARRIVES    AT  SAN   SEBASTIAN. — HIS   DISASTERS 
THERE,   AND    SUBSEQUENT   EXPLOITS    AT   DARIEN. 

It  was  not  without  extreme  difficulty,  and  the  peremptory  exercise 
of  his  authority  as  alcalde  mayor,  that  Enciso  prevailed  upon  the 
crew  of  Pizarro  to  return  with  him  to  the  fated  shores  of  San 
Sebastian.  He  at  length  arrived  in  sight  of  the  long  wished-for 
seat  of  his  anticipated  power  and  authority;  but  here  he  was 
doomed  like  his  principal,  Ojeda,  to  meet  with  nothing  but  mis- 
fortune. On  entering  the  harbor  his  vessel  struck  on  a  rock  on 
the  eastern  point.  The  rapid  currents  and  tumultuous  waves  rent 
it  to  pieces ;  the  crew  escaped  with  great  difficulty  to  the  brigan- 
tine  of  Pizarro ;  a  little  flour,  cheese  and  biscuit,  and  a  small 
part  of  the  arms  were  saved,  but  the  horses,  mares,  swine  and  all 
other  colonial  supplies  were  swept  away,  and  the  unfortunate 
Bachelor  beheld  the  proceeds  of  several  years  of  prosperous  Uti- 
gation  swallowed  up  in  an  instant 

His  dream  of  place  and  dignity  seemed  equally  on  the  point 
of  vanishing ;  for,  on  landing,  he  found  the  fortress  and  its  adja- 
cent houses  mere  heaps  of  ruins,  having  been  destroyed  with  fire 
by  the  Indians. 

For  a  few  days  the  Spaniards  maintained  themselves  with 
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cacique  named  Zemaco.  He  sent  off  the  women  and  children  to 
a  place  of  safety,  and,  posting  himself  with  ^ve  hundred  of  his 
warriors  on  a  height,  prepared  to  give  the  intruders  a  warm  re- 
ception. The  Bachelor  was  a  discoverer  at  all  points,  pious, 
daring,  and  rapacious.  On  beholding  this  martial  array  he  recom- 
mended himself  and  his  followers  to  Grod,  making  a  vow  in  their 
name  to  '^  Our  Lady  of  Antigua,"  whose  image  is  adored  with 
great  devotion  in  Seville,  that  the  first  church  and  town  which 
they  built  should  be  dedicated  to  her,  and  that  they  would  make 
a  pilgrimage  to  Seville  to  offer  the  spoils  of  the  heathen  at  her 
shrine.  Having  thus  endeavored  to  propitiate  the  favor  of 
Heaven,  and  to  retain  the  holy  Virgin  in  his  cause,  he  next  pro- 
ceeded to  secure  the  fidelity  of  his  followers.  Doubting  that  they 
might  have  some  lurking  dread  of  poisoned  arrows,  he  exacted  from 
them  all  an  oath  that  they  would  not  turn  their  backs  upon  the 
foe,  whatever  might  happen.  Never  did  warrior  enter  into  battle 
with  more  preliminary  forms  and  covenants  than  the  Bachelor 
Enciso.  All  these  points  being  arranged,  he  assumed  the  soldier, 
and  attacked  the  enemy  with  such  valor,  that,  though  they  made 
at  first  a  show  of  fierce  resistance,  they  were  soon  put  to  flight, 
and  many  of  them  slain.  The  Bachelor  entered  the  village  in 
triumph,  took  possession  of  it  by  unquestionable  right  of  conquest, 
and  plundered  all  the  hamlets  and  houses  of  the  surrounding 
country ;  collecting  great  quantities  of  food  and  cotton,  with  brace- 
lets, anklets,  plates  and  other  ornaments  of  gold,  to  the  value  of 
ten  thousand  castellanos.*  His  heart  was  wonderfully  elated  by 
his  victory  and  his  booty ;  his  followers,  also,  after  so  many  hard- 
ships and  disasters,  gave  themselves  up  to  joy  at  this  turn  of  good 


»  Equivalent  to  a  preeent  sum  of  53^259  dollais. 
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against  him,  and  to  unseat  him  from  his  command.  He  attacked 
him  in  his  own  way,  with  legal  weapons,  questioning  the  legiti- 
macy of  his  pretensions.  The  boundary  line,  he  observed,  which 
separated  the  jurisdictions  of  Ojeda  and  Nicuesa,  ran  through  the 
centre  of  the  Gulf  of  Uraba.  The  village  of  Darien  lay  on  the 
western  side,  which  had  been  allotted  to  Nicuesa.  Enciso,  there- 
fore, as  alcalde  mayor  and  lieutenant  of  Ojeda,  could  have  no 
jurisdiction  here,  and  his  assumed  authority  was  a  sheer  usur- 
pation. 

The  Spaniards,  already  incensed  at  the  fiscal  regulations  of 
Enciso,  were  easily  convinced ;  so  with  one  accord  they  refused 
alleglanoe  to  him ;  and  the  unfortunate  Bachelor  found  the  chair 
of  authority  to  whioh  he  had  so  fondly  and  anxiously  aspired, 
suddenly  wrested  fix>m  under  him,  before  he  had  well  time  to  take 
his  seat 


CHAPTER  XL 

PERPLEXITIES   AT   THE   COLONY. — ARRIVAL    OF   COLMEKARES. 

To  depose  the  Bachelor  had  been  an  easy  matter,  for  most  men 
are  ready  to  assist  in  pulling  down ;  but  to  choose  a  successor  was 
a  task  of  far  more  diflSculty.  The  people  at  first  agreed  to  elect 
mere  civil  magistrates,  and  accordingly  appointed  Vasco  Nufiez 
and  one  Zenudio  as  alcaldes,  together  with  a  cavalier  of  some  merit 
of  the  name  of  Valdivia,  as  regidor.  They  soon,  however,  became 
dissatisfied  with  this  arrangement,  and  it  was  generally  considered 
advisable  to  vest  the  authority  in  one  person.  Who  this  person 
should  be,  was  now  the  question.     Some  proposed  Nicuesa,  as 
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they  were  within  his  province ;  others  were  strenuous  for  Vasco 
Nunez.  A  violent  dispute  ensued,  which  was  carried  on  with 
such  heat  and  obstinacy,  that  many,  anxious  for  a  quiet  life,  de- 
clared it  would  be  better  to  reinstate  Enciso  until  the  pleasure  of 
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CHAPTER  XIL 

COLMENARES    GOES   IN   QUEST   OP  NICUESA. 

RoDRiGO  DE  CoLMENARES  proceeded  along  the  coast  to  the 
westward,  looking  into  every  bay  and  harbor,  but  for  a  long  time 
without  success.  At  length  one  day  he  discovered  a  brigantine 
at  a  small  island  in  the  sea.  It  was  part  of  the  armament  of 
Nicuesa,  and  had  been  sent  out  by  him  to  forage  for  provisions. 
By  this  vessel  he  was  piloted  to  the  port  of  Nombre  de  Dios,  the 
nominal  capital  of  the  unfortunate  governor,  but  which  was  so 
surrounded  and  overshadowed  by  forests,  that  he  might  have 
passed  by  without  noticing  it. 

The  arrival  of  Colmenares  was  welcomed  with  transports  and 
tears  of  joy.  It  was  scarcely  possible  for  him  to  recognize  the 
once  buoyant  and  brilliant  Nicuesa  in  the  squalid  and  dejected 
man  before  him.  He  was  living  in  the  most  abject  misery.  Of 
all  his  once  gallant  and  powerful  band  of  followers,  but  sixty  men 
remained,  and  those  so  feeble,  yellow,  emaciated,  and  wobegone, 
that  it  was  piteous  to  behold  them.* 

*  The  harbor  of  Nombre  de  Dios  continued  for  a  long  time  to  .preacnt 
traces  of  the  safierings  of  the  Spaniards.  We  are  told  by  Herrera,  that  several 
years  after  the  time  here  mentioned,  a  band  of  eighty  Spanish  soldiers,  com- 
manded by  Gonzaio  de  Badajos,  arrived  in  the  harbor  with  an  intention  of  pen- 
etrating into  the  interior.  They  found  there  the  rained  fort  of  Nicnesa,  to- 
gether with  skulls  and  bones,  and  crosses  erected  on  heaps  of  stones,  dismal 
mementos  of  his  followers  who  had  perished  of  hanger  ;  the  sight  of  which 
struck  such  horror  and  dismay  into  the  hearts  of  the  soldiers  that  they  would 
have  abandoned  their  enterprise,  had  not  their  intrepid  captain  immediately 
sent  away  the  ships,  and  thus  deprived  them  of  the  means  of  retreating.  Her- 
rera,  d^cad.  xi.  lib.  i. 
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Colmenares  distributed  food  among  them,  and  told  them  that 
he  had  come  to  convey  them  to  a  plenteous  country,  and  one  rich 
in  gold.  When  Nicuesa  heard  of  the  settlement  at  Darien,  and 
that  the  inhabitants  had  sent  for  him  to  come  and  govern  them, 
he  was  as  a  man  suddenly  revived  from  death.  All  the  spirit  and 
munificence  of  the  cavalier  again  awakened  in  him.  He  gave  a 
kind  of  banquet  that  very  day  to  Colmenares  and  the  ambassa- 
dors, from  the  provisions  brought  in  the  ship.  He  presided  at  his 
table  with  his  former  hilarity,  and  displayed  a  feat  of  his  ancient 
office  as  royal  carver,  by  holding  up  a  fowl  in  the  air  and  dissect- 
ing it  with  wonderful  adroitness. 

Well  would  it  have  been  for  Nicuesa  had  the  sudden  buoy- 
ancy of  his  feelings  carried  him  no  further ;  but  adversity  had 
not  taught  him  prudence.  In  convershig  with  the  envoys  about 
the  colony  of  Darien,  he  already  assumed  the  tone  of  governor, 
and  began  to  disclose  the  kind  of  policy  with  which  he  intended 
to  rule.  When  he  heard  that  great  quantities  of  gold  had  been 
collected  and  retained  by  private  individuals,  his  ire  was  kindled. 
He  vowed  to  make  them  refund  it,  and  even  talked  of  punishing 
them  for  trespassing  upon  the  privileges  and  monopolies  of  the 
crown.  This  was  the  very  error  that  had  unseated  the  Bachelor 
Enciso  from  his  government,  and  it  was  a  strong  measure  for  one 
to  threaten  who  as  yet  was  governor  but  in  expectation.  The 
menace  was  not  lost  upon  the  watchful  ambassadors  Diego  de 
Albitez  and  the  Bachelor  Corral.  They  were  put  still  more  on 
the  alert  by  a  conversation  held  that  very  evening  with  Lope  de 
Olano,  who  was  still  detained  a  prisoner  for  his  desertion,  but 
who  found  means  to  commune  with  the  envoys,  and  to  prejudice 
them  against  his  unsuspecting  commander.  "Take  warning,** 
said  he,  "  by  my  treatment     I  sent  relief  to  Nicuesa  and  rescued 


Digitized  by 


Google 


132  VOYAGES  AND  DISCOVERIES  OF 


him  from  death  when  starving  on  a  desert  island.  Behold  my 
recompense.  He  repays  me  with  imprisonment  and  chains. 
Such  is  the  gratitude  the  people  of  Darien  may  look  for  at  his 
hands !" 

The  subtle  Bachelor  Corral  and  his  fellow  envoy  laid  these 
matters  to  heart,  and  took  their  measures  accordingly.  They  hur- 
ried to  depart  before  Nicuesa,  and  setting  all  sail  on  their  caravel, 
hastened  back  to  Darien.  The  moment  they  arrived  they  sum- 
moned a  meeting  of  the  principal  inhabitants.  '^  A  blessed  change 
we  have  made,"  said  they,  "  in  summoning  this  Diego  de  Nicu- 
esa to  the  command !  We  have  called  in  the  stork  to  take  the 
rule,  who  will  not  rest  satisfied  until  he  has  devoured  us."  They 
then  related,  with  the  usual  exaggeration,  the  unguarded  threats 
which  had  fallen  from  Nicuesa,  and  instanced  his  treatment  of 
Olano  as  a  proof  of  a  tyrannous  and  ungrateful  disposition. 

The  words  of  the  subtle  Bachelor  Corral  and  his  associate 
produced  a  violent  agitation  among  the  people,  especially  among 
those  who  had  amassed  treasures  which  would  have  to  be  refund- 
ed. Nicuesa,  too,  by  a  transaction  which  almost  destroys  sympa^ 
thy  in  his  favor,  gave  time  for  their  passions  to  ferment  On  his 
way  to  Darien  he  stopped  for  several  days  among  a  group  of 
small  islands,  for  the  purpose  of  capturing  Indians  to  be  sold  as 
slaves.  While  committing  these  outrages  against  humanity,  he 
sent  forward  Juan  de  Cayzedo  in  a  boat  to  announce  his  coming. 
His  messenger  had  a  private  pique  against  him,  and  played  him 
false.  He  assured  the  people  of  Darien  that  all  they  had  been 
told  by  their  envoys  concerning  the  tyranny  and  ingratitude  of 
Nicuesa  was  true ; — that  he  treated  his  followers  with  wanton 
severity ;  that  he  took  from  them  all  they  won  in  battle,  saying 
that  the  spoils  were  his  rightful  property ;  and  that  it  was  his  in- 
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tention  to  treat  the  people  of  Darien  in  the  same  manner. 
"  What  folly  is  it  in  you,"  added  he,  "  being  your  own  mastersi, 
and  in  such  free  condition,  to  send  for  a  tyrant  to  rule  over 
your 

The  people  of  Darien  were  convinced  by  this  concurring  tes- 
timony, and  confounded  by  the  overwhelming  evil  they  had  thus 
invoked  upon  their  heads.  They  had  deposed  Enciso  for  his 
severity,  and  they  had  thrown  themselves  into  the  power  of  one 
who  threatened  to  be  ten  times  more  severe !  Yasco  Nunez  de 
Balboa  observed  their  perplexity  and  consternation.  He  drew 
them  one  by  one  apart,  and  conversed  with  them  in  private. 
"You  are  cast  down  in  heart,"  said  he,  " and  so  you  might  well 
be,  were  the  evil  beyond  all  cure.  But  do  not  despair ;  there  is 
an  effectual  reKef,  and  you  hold  it  in  your  hands.  If  you  have 
committed  an  error  in  inviting  Nicuesa  to  Darien,  it  is  easily 
remedied  by  not  receiving  him  when  he  comes.!"  The  obvious- 
ness and  simplicity  of  the  remedy  struck  every  mind,  and  it  was 
unanimously  adopted. 


CHAPTER  Xm. 

CATASTROPHE   OP  THE   UNFORTUNATE  NICUESA. 

While  this  hostile  plot  was  maturing  at  Darien,  the  unsuspect- 
ing Nicuesa  pursued  his  voyage  leisurely  and  serenely,  and  ar- 
rived in  safety  at  the  mouth  of  the  river.  On  approaching  the 
shore  he  beheld  a  multitude,  headed  by  Yasco  Nunez,  waiting,  as 
he  supposed,  to  receive  him  with  all  due  honor.     He  was  about 
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to  land  when  the  public  procurator,  or  attorney,  called  to  him 
with  a  loud  voice,  warning  him  not  to  disembark,  but  to  retom 
with  all  speed  to  his  government  at  Nombre  de  Dios. 

Nicuesa  remained  for  a  moment  as  if  thunderstruck  by  so 
unlooked  for  a  salutation.  When  he  recovered  his  self-possession, 
he  reminded  them  that  he  had  come  at  their  own  request ;  he  en- 
treated, therefore,  that  he  might  be  allowed  to  land  and  have  an 
explanation,  after  which  he  would  be  ready  to  act  as  they  should 
think  proper.  His  entreaties  only  provoked  insolent  replies, 
and  threats  of  violence  should  he  venture  to  put  foot  on  shore. 
Night  coming  on,  he  was  obliged  to  stand  out  to  sea,  but  re- 
turned the  next  morning,  hoping  to  find  this  capricious  people  in 
a  different  mood. 

There  did,  indeed,  appear  to  be  a  favorable  change,  for  he 
was  now  invited  to  land.  It  was  a  mere  stratagem  to  get  him  in 
their  power,  for  no  sooner  did  he  set  foot  on  shore  than  the  mul- 
titude rushed  forward  to  seize  him.  Among  his  many  bodily 
endowments,  Nicuesa  was  noted  for  swiftness  of  foot  He  now 
trusted  to  it  for  safety,  and,  throwing  off  the  dignity  of  governor, 
fled  for  his  life  along  the  shore,  pursued  by  the  rabble.  He  soon 
distanced  his  pursuers,  and  took  refuge  in  the  woods. 

Vasco  Nunez  de  Balboa,  who  was  himself  a  man  of  birth, 
seeing  this  high-bred  cavalier  reduced  to  such  extremity,  and  at 
the  mercy  of  a  violent  rabble,  repented  of  what  he  had  done.  He 
had  not  anticipated  such  popular  fury,  and  endeavored,  though 
too  late,  to  allay  the  tempest  he  had  raised.  He  succeeded  in 
preventing  the  people  from  pursuing  Nicuesa  into  the  forest,  and 
then  endeavored  to  mollify  the  vindictive  rage  of  his  fellow- 
alcalde,  Zamudio,  whose  hostility  was  quickened  by  the  dread  of 
loffibg  his  office,  should  the  new  governor  be  received ;  and  who 
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was  supported  in  his  boisterous  conduct  by  the  natural  love  of  the 
multitude  for  what  are  called  "  strong  measures."  Nicuesa  now 
held  a  parley  with  the  populace,  through  the  mediation  of  Vasco 
Nunez.  He  begged  that,  if  they  would  not  acknowledge  him  as 
governor,  they  would  at  least  admit  him  as  a  companion.  This 
they  refused,  saying,  that  if  they  admitted  him  in  one  capacity, 
he  would  end  by  attaining  to  the  other.  He  then  implored  that, 
if  he  could  be  admitted  on  no  other  terms,  they  would  treat  him 
as  a  prisoner,  and  put  him  in  irons,  for  he  would  rather  die 
among  them  than  return  to  Nombre  de  Dies,  to  perish  of  famine, 
or  by  the  arrows  of  the  Indians. 

It  was  in  vain  that  Vasco  Nunez  exerted  his  eloquence  to 
obtain  some  grace  for  this  unhappy  cavalier.  His  voice  was 
drowned  by  the  vociferations  of  the  multitude.  Among  these 
was  a  noisy  swaggering  fellow  named  Francisco  Benitez,  a  great 
talker  and  jester,  who  took  a  vulgar  triumph  in  the  distresses  of 
a  cavalier,  and  answered  every  plea  in  his  behalf  with  sco£&  and 
jeers.  He  was  an  adherent  of  the  alcalde  Zamudio,  and  under 
his  patronage  felt  emboldened  to  bluster.  His  voice  was  ever 
uppermost  in  the  general  clamor,  until,  to  the  expostulations  of 
Vasco  Nunez,  he  replied  by  merely  bawling,  with  great  vocifera- 
tion, **  No,  no,  no ! — ^we  will  receive  no  such  a  fellow  among  us 
as  Nicuesa !"  The  patience  of  Vasco  Nunez  was  exhausted ;  he 
availed  himself  of  his  authority  as  alcalde,  and  suddenly,  before 
his  fellow-magistrate  could  interfere,  ordered  the  brawling  ruffian 
to  be  rewarded  with  a  hundred  lashes,  which  were  taled  out 
roundly  to  him  upon  the  shoulders.* 

Seeing  that  the  fury  of  the  populace  was  not  to  be  pacified, 
he  sent  word  to  Nicuesa  to  retire  to  his  brigantine,  and  not  to 

*  Las  Casas,  Hiat.  Ind.,  lib.  ii.  cap.  68. 
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venture  on  shore  until  advised  by  him  to  do  so.  The  counsel  was 
fruitless.  Nicuesa,  above  deceit  himself,  suspected  it  not  in 
others.  He  retired  to  his  brigantines,  it  is  true,  but  suflTered 
himself  to  be  inveigled  on  shore  by  a  deputation  professing  to 
come  on  the  p^rt  of  the  public,  with  offers  to  reinstate  him  as 
governor.  He  had  scarcely  landed  when  he  was  set  upon  by  an 
armed  band,  headed  by  the  base-minded  Zamudio,  who  seized 
him  and  compelled  him,  by  menaces  of  death,  to  swear  that  he 
would  immediately  depart,  and  make  no  delay  in  any  place  until 
he  had  presented  himself  before  the  king  and  council  in  Castile. 

In  vain  Nicuesa  reminded  them  that  he  was  governor  of  that 
territory  and  representative  of  the  king,  and  that  they  were  guilty 
of  treason  in  thus  opposing  him ;  in  vain  he  appealed  to  their 
humanity,  or  protested  before  Grod  against  their  cruelty  and 
persecution.  The  people  were  in  that  state  of  tumult  when  they 
are  apt  to  add  cruelty  to  injustice.  Not  content  with  expelling 
the  discarded  governor  from  their  shores,  they  allotted  him  the 
worst  vessel  in  the  harbor ;  an  old  crazy  brigantine,  totally  unfit 
to  encounter  the  perils  and  labors  of  the  sea. 

Seventeen  followers  embarked  with  him ;  some  being  of  his 
household  and  attached  to  his  person ;  the  rest  were  volunteers, 
who  accompanied  him  out  of  respect  and  sympathy.  The  frail 
bark  set  sail  on  the  first  of  March,  1511,  and  steered  across  the 
Caribbean  sea  for  the  island  of  Hispaniola,  but  was  never  seen 
or  heard  of  more  ! 

Various  attempts  have  been  made  to  penetrate  the  mystery 
that  covers  the  fate  of  the  brigantine  and  its  crew.  A  rumor 
prevailed  some  years  afterwards,  that  several  Spaniards,  wander- 
ing along  the  shore  of  Cuba,  found  the  following  inscription 
carved  on  a  tree  :— 
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Aqui  feneci6  el  desdichado  Nicnen.* 

Hence  it  was  inferred  that  he  and  his  followers  had  landed  there, 
and  been  massacred  by  the  Indians.  Las  Casas,  however,  dis- 
credits this  story.  He  accompanied  the  first  Spaniards  who  took 
possession  of  Cuba,  and  heard  nothing  of  the  fact)  as  he  most 
probably  would  have  done  had  it  really  occurred.  He  imagines, 
rather,  that  the  crazy  bark  was  swallowed  up  by  the  storms  and 
currents  of  the  Caribbean  sea,  or  that  the  crew  perished  with 
hanger  and  thirst,  having  been  but  scantily  supplied  with  provi- 
sions. The  good  old  bishop  adds,  with  the  superstitious  feeling 
prevalent  in  that  age,  that  a  short  time  before  Nicuesa  sailed 
from  Spain  on  his  expedition,  an  astrologer  warned  him  not  to 
depart  on  the  day  he  had  appointed,  or  under  a  certain  sign ;  the 
cavalier  replied,  however,  that  he  had  less  confidence  in  the  stars 
than  in  God  who  made  them.  "  I  recollect,  moreover,"  adds  Las 
Casas,  "  that  about  this  time  a  comet  was  seen  over  this  island 
of  Hispaniola,  which,  if  I  do  not  forget,  was  in  the  shape  of  a 
sword;  and  it  was  said  that  a  monk  warned  several  of  those 
about  to  embark  ^th  Nicuesa,  to  avoid  that  <»ptain,  for  the 
heavens  foretold  he  was  destined  to  be  lost.  The  same,  how- 
ever," he  concludes,  "  might  be  said  of  Alonzo  de  Ojeda,  who 
s£uled  at  the  same  time,  yet  returned  to  San  Domingo  and  died 
in  his  bed."t 

*  Here  perished  the  nnfortimate  Nicneaa. 
t  Laa  Casaa,  ut  sop.  cap.  68. 
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VASCO  NUNEZ  DE  BALBOA, 

DISCOVERER     OF     THE     PACIFIC     OCBAII. 

CHAPTER  L 

FACTIONS    OP    DABIEN. — VASCO    NDNBZ   BLBYATED    TO  THE 
COMMAND. 

We  have  traced  the  disastrous  fortunes  of  Alonzo  de  Ojeda  and 
Diego  de  Nicuesa ; — we  have  now  to  record  the  story  of  Vasoo 
Nunez  de  Balboa,  an  adventurer  equally  daring,  far  more  re- 
nowned, and  not  less  unfortunate,  who  in  a  manner  rose  upon 
their  ruins. 

When  the  bark  disappeared  from  view  which  bore  the  ill- 
starred  Nicuesa  from  the  shores  of  Darien,  the  community  re- 
lapsed into  factions,  as  to  who  should  have  the  rule.  The  Bache-' 
lor  Enciso  insisted  upon  his  claims  as  paramount,  but  met  with  a 
powerful  opponent  in  Yasco  Nunez,  who  had  become  a  great 
favorite  with  the  people,  from  his  frank  and  fearless  charaeler, 
and  his  winning  affability.  In  fact,  he  was  peculiarly  calculated 
to  manage  the  fiery  and  factious,  yet  generous  and  susceptiblei 
nature  of  his  countrymen ;  for  the  Spaniards,  though  proud  and 
resentful,  and  impatient  of  indignity  or  restraint,  are  easily  dazzled 
by  valor,  and  won  by  courtesy  and  kindness.  Vasco  Nunez  had 
the  external  requisites  also  to  captivate  the  multitude.     He  was 
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now  about  thirty-five  years  oi  age ;  tall»  well  formed,  and  vigor- 
oua,  with  reddish  hair,  and  an  open  prepossessing  countenance* 
His  office  of  alcalde,  while  it  clothed  him  with  influence  and  im- 
portance, tempered  those  irr^ular  and  diisolute  habits  he  might 
have  indulged  whOe  a  mere  soldier  of  fortune ;  and  his  superior 
talent  soon  gave  him  a  complete  ascendeocj  over  his  official  col- 
league Zamudia.  He  was  thus  enabled  to  set  on  foot  a  vigorous 
opposition  to  Enciso.  Still  he  proceeded  according  to  the  forms 
of  law,  and  smnmoned  the  Bachelor  to  trial,  on  the  charge  of 
usurping  the  powers  of  alcalde  mayor,  on  the  mere  appointment 
of  Alonzo  de  Ojeda,  whose  jurisdiction  did  not  extend  to  this 
province. 

Enciso  was  an  able  lawyer,  and  pleaded  his  cause  skillfully ; 
but  his  claims  were,  in  fact,  fallacious,  and,  had  they  not  been  so, 
he  had  to  deal  with  men  who  cared  little  for  law ;  who  had  been 
irritated  by  his  legal  exactions,  and  who  were  disposed  to  be  go- 
verned by  a  man  of  the  sword  rather  than  of  the  robe.  He  was 
readily  found  guilty,  therefore,  and  thrown  into  prison,  and  all  his 
propertyv  was  confiscated.  This  was  a  violent  verdict,  and  rashly 
executed ;  but  justice  seemed  to  grow.fierce  and  wild  when  trans- 
planted tp  the  wilderness  of  the  New  "World.  Still  there  is  no 
place  wliere  wrong  can  be  committed  with  impunity ;  the  oppres- 
sion of  the  Bachelor  Enciso,  though  exercised  under  the  forms 
of  law,  and  in  a  region  remote  from  the  pale  of  civilized  life,  re- 
dounded to  the  eventful  injury  of  Vasco  Nunez,  and  contributed 
to  blast  the  fruits  of  that  ambition  it  was  intended  to  promote. 

The  fortunes  of  the  enterprising  Bachelor  had  indeed  run 
strangely  counter  to  the  prospects  with  which  he  had  embarked 
at  San  Domingo ;  he  had  become  a  culprit  at  the  bar  instead  of 
a  judge  upon  the  bench  ;  and  now  was  left  to  ruminate  in  a  prison 
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on  tbe  failure  of  his  late  attempt  at  general  command.  His 
friends,  however,  interceded  warmly  in  his  behalf,  and  at  length 
obtained  his  release  from  confinement^  and  permission  for  him  to 
return  to  Spain.  Vasco  Nunez  foresaw  that  the  lawyer  would 
be  apt  to  plead  his  cause  more  effeolually  at  the  court  of  Castile 
than  he  had  done  before  the  partial  and  prejudiced  tribunal  of 
Darien.  He  prevailed  upon  his  fellow-alcalde  Zamudio,  there- 
fore, who  was  implicated  with  him  in  the  late  transactions,  to  re- 
turn to  Spain  in  the  same  vessel  with  the  Bachelor,  so  as  to  be  on 
the  spot  to  answer  his  charges,  and  to  give  a  favorable  report  of 
the  case.  He  was  also  instructed  to  set  forth  the  services  of 
Yasco  Nunez,  both  in  guiding  the  colonists  to  this  place,  and 
in  managing  the  affairs  of  the  settlement ;  and  to  dwell  with 
emphasis  on  the  symptoms  of  great  riches  in  the  surrounding 
country. 

The  Bachelor  and  the  alcalde  embarked  in  a  small  caravel ; 
and,  as  it  was  to  touch  at  Hispaniola,  Yasco  Nunez,  sent  his  con- 
fidential friend,  the  regidor  Yaldivia,  to  that  island  to  obtain  pro- 
visions and  recruits.  He  secretly  put  into  his  hands  a  round  sum 
of  gold  as  a  present  to  Miguel  de  Pasamonte,  the  royal  treasurer 
of  Hispaniola,  whom  he  knew  to  have  great  credit  with  the  king, 
and  to  be  invested  with  extensive  powers,  craving  at  the  same 
time  his  protection  in  the  New  World  and  his  influence  at  court 

Having  takjBn  these  shrewd  precautions,  Yasco  Nunez  saw 
the  caravel  depart  without  dismay,  though  bearing  to  Spain  his 
most  dangerous  enemy ;  he  consoled  himself,  moreover,  with  the 
reflection  that  it  likewise  bore  off  his  fellow-alcalde  Zamudio,  and 
thus  lefl  him  in  sole  command  of  the  colony. 
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for  shame/'  said  he,  "  that  Spaniards  fled  before  savages,  and  left 
a  comrade  in  their  hands !"  Pizarro  felt  the  rebuke,  returned  to 
the  scene  of  combat,  and  brought  off  Francisco  Heman  in  safety. 

Nothing  having  been  heard  of  Nicuesa  since  his  departure, 
Yasco  Nunez  dispatched  two  brigantines  for  those  followers  of 
that  unfortunate  adventurer  who  had  remained  at  Nombre  de 
Dios.  They  were  overjoyed  at  being  rescued  from  their  forlom 
situation,  and  conveyed  to  a  settlement  where  there  was  some 
prospect  of  comfortable  subsistence.  The  brigantines,  in  coasting 
the  shores  of  the  Isthmus,  picked  up  two  Spaniards,  clad  in 
painted  skins,  and  looking  as  wild  as  the  native  Indians.  These 
men,  to  escape  some  punishment,  had  fled  from  the  ship  of  Nicues* 
about  a  year  and  a  half  before,  and  taken  refuge  with  Careta,  the 
cacique  of  Coyba.  The  savage  chief^n  had  treated  them  with 
hospitable  kindness ;  their  first  return  for  which,  now  that  they 
found  themselves  safe  among  their  countrymen,  was  to  advise  the 
latter  to  invade  the  cacique  in  hi»  dwelling,  where  they  assured 
them  they  would  find  immense  booty.  Finding  their  suggestions 
listened  to,  one  of  them  proceeded  to  Darien,  to  serve  as  a  guide 
to  any  expedition  that  might  be  set  on  foot ;  the  other  returned  to 
the  cacique,  to  assist  in  betraying  him. 

Yasco  Nunez  was  elated  by  the  intelUgence  received  through 
these  vagabonds  of  the  wilderness.  He  chose  a  hundred  and 
thirty  well-armed  and  resolute  men,  and  set  off  for  Coyba. 
The  cacique  received  the  Spaniards  in  his  mansion  with  the  ac- 
customed hospitality  of  a  savage,  setting  before  them  meat  and 
drink,  and  whatever  his  house  afforded ;  bnt  when  Yasco  Nunes 
asked  for  a  large  supply  of  provisions  for  the  colony,  he  declared 
that  he  had  none  to  spare,  his  people  having  been  prevented  from 
cultivating  the  soil  by  a  war  which  he  was  waging  with  the  neigh- 
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captive  maid,  also,  as  she  stood  tri»mbling  and  dejected  before  him, 
found  great  favor  in  his  eyes,  for  bhe  was  young  and  beautiful. 
He  granted,  therefore,  the  prayer  of  the  cacique,  and  accepted  his 
daughter,  engaging,  moreover,  to  aid  the  father  against  his  ene- 
mies, on  condition  of  his  furnishing  provisions  to  the  colony. 

Careta  remained  three  days  at  Darien,  during  which  time  he 
was  treated  with  the  utmost  kindness.  Yasco  Nuiiez  took  him  on 
board  of  his  ships,  and  showed  him  every  part  of  them.  He  dis- 
played before  hhn  also  the  war-horses,  with  their  armor  and  rich 
caparisons,  and  astonished  him  with  the  thunder  of  artillery. 
Lest  he  should  b^  too  much  daunted  by  these  warlike  spectacles, 
he  caused  the  musicians  to  perform  a  harmonious  concert  on  their 
instruments,  at  which  the  cacique  was  lost  in  admiration.  Thus 
having  impressed  him  with  a  wonderful  idea  of  the  power  and 
endowments  of  his  new  allies,  he  loaded  him  with  presents,  and 
permitted  him  to  depart* 

Careta  returned  joyfully  to  his  territories,  and  his  daughter 
remained  with  Yasco  Nunez,  willingly  for  his  sake  giving  up  her 
family  and  native  home.  They  were  never  married,  but  she  con- 
sidered herself  his  wife,  as  she  really  was,  according  to  the  usages 
of  her  own  country ;  and  he  treated  her  with  fondness,  allow- 
ing her  gradually  to  acquire  great  influence  over  him.  To  his 
affection  for  this  damsel,  his  ultimate  ruin  is  in  some  measure  to 
be  ascribed. 

*  P.  Mart3rr,  decad.  iii.  cap.  6. 
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and  wrought  with  such  beautj  as  to  cause  surprise  and  adoiira- 
tion.  It  contained  manj  commodious  apartments.  There  were 
store-rooms  also ;  one  filled  with  bread,  with  venison,  and  other 
provisions ;  another  with  various  spirituous  beverages,  which  the 
Indians  made  from  maize,  from  a  species  of  the  palm,  and  from 
roots  of  .different  kinds.  There  was  also  a  great  hall  in  a  retired 
and  secret  part  of  the  building,  wherein  Comagre  preserved  the 
bodies  of  his  ancestors  and  relatives.  These  had  been  dried  bj  the 
fire,  so  as  to  free  them  from  corruption,  and  afterwards  wrapped 
in  mantles  of  cotton,  richlj  wrought  and  interwoven  with  pearls 
and  jewels  of  gold,  and  with  certain  stones  held  predous  hj  the 
natives.  Thej  were  then  hung  about  the  hall  with  cords  of  cotton, 
and  regarded  with  great  reverence,  if  not  with  religious  devo- 
tion. 

The  eldest  son  of  the  cacique  was  of  a  lofty  and  generous 
spirit,  and  distinguished  above  the  rest  bjhis  superior  intelligence 
and  sagacity.  Perceiving,  says  old  Peter  Martyr,  that  the  Span- 
iards were  a  *^  wandering  kind  of  men,  living  only  by  shifts  and 
spoil,"  he  sought  to  gain  favor  for  himself  and  family  by  grati- 
fying their  avarice.  He  gave  Yasco  Nunez  and  Colmenares, 
therefore,  4000  ounces  of 'gold,  wrought  into  various  ornaments^ 
together  with  sixty  slaves,  captives  taken  in  the  wars.  Yasco 
Nunez  ordered  one-fifth  of  the  gold  to  be  weighed  out  and  set 
apart  for  the  crown,  and  the  rest  to  be  shared  among  his  fol- 
lowers. 

The  division  of  the  gold  took  plaoe  in  the  porch  of  the  dwell- 
ing of  Comagre,  in  the  presence  of  the  youthful  cacique  who  had 
made  the  gift.  As  the  Spaniards  were  weighing  it  out,  a  violent 
quarrel  arose  among  them  as  to  the  size  and  value  of  the 
pieces  which  fell  to  their  respective  shares.    The  high-minded 
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The  youtbfiil  caciqae  gave  him  farther  infbrmatioD  on  the 
subject,  collected  from  various  datives  taken  in  battle,  and 
from  one  of  his  own  nation,  who  had  been  for  a  long  time  in 
captivity  to  Tubanamd,  the  powerful  cacique  of  the  golden  realm. 
He  moreover  offered  to  prove  the  sincerity  of  his  words  by 
accompanying  Yasco  Nunez,  in  any  expedition  to  those  parts,  at 
the  head  of  his  father's  warriors. 

Such  was  the  first  intimation  received  by  Yasco  Nunez  of  the 
Pacific  Ocean  and  its  golden  realms,  and  it  had  an  immediate 
effect  upon  his  whole  character  and  conduct  This  hitherto  wan- 
dering and  desperate  man  had  now  an  enterprise  opened  to  his 
ambition,  which,  if  accomplished,  would  elevate  him  to  fame  and 
fortune,  and  entitle  him  to  rank  among  the  great  captains  and 
discoverers  of  the  earth.  Henceforth  the  discovery  of  the  sea 
beyond  the  mountains  was  the  great  object  of  his  thoughts,  and 
his  whole  spirit  seemed  roused  and  ennobled  by  the  idea. 

He  hastened  his  return  to  Darien,  to  make  the  necessary  pre- 
parations for  this  splendid  enterprise.  Before  departing  from 
the  province  of  Comagre  he  baptized  that  cacique  by  the  name 
of  Don  Carlos,  and  performed  the  same  ceremmiy  upon  his  sons 
and  several  of  his  subjects  ;-^thus  singularly  did  avarice  and 
religion  go  hand  in  hand  in  the  conduct  of  the  Spanish  disco- 
verers. 

Scarcely  had  Yasco  Nunez  returned  to  Darien  when  the  Re- 
gidor  Yaldivia  arrived  from  Hispaniola,  but  with  no  more  provi- 
sions than  could  be  brought  in  his  small  caravel.  These  were 
soon  consumed,  and  the  general  scarcity  continued.  It  was 
heightened  by  a  violent  tempest  of  thunder,  lightning,  and  rain, 
which  brought  such  torrents  from  the  mountains  that  the  river 
swelled  and  overflowed  its  banks,  laying  waste  all  the  adjacent 
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His  old  enemy  Zemaco,  the  cacique  of  Darien,  however,  had 
discovered  the  object  of  his  expedition,  and  had  taken  measures  to 
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Spaniards  prepai^d  to  hew  doi^  the  trees,  hut  were  assailed  bj 
showers  of  stones.  They  cQvered  themselves  however  with  their 
bucklers,  assailed  the  trees  vigorously  with  their  hatchets,  and 
soon  compelled  the  inhabitants,  to  capitulate.  The  cacique  de- 
scended with  his  wife  and  two  of  his  children.  The  first  demand 
of  the  Spaniards  was  for  gold.  He  assured  them  he  had  none ; 
for,  having  no  need  of  it,  he  had  never  made  it  an  object  of  his 
search.  Being  importuned,  however,  he  said  that  if  lie  were  per- 
mitted to  repdir  to  certain  mountains  at  a  distance,  he  would  in  a 
few  days  return,  and  bring  them  what  they  desired.  They  per- 
mitted him  to  depart,  retaining  his  wife  and  children  as  hostages, 
but  they  saw  no  more  of  the  cacique.  Af\er  remaining  here  a 
few  days,  and  regaling  on  the  provisions  Which  they  found  in 
abundance,  they  continued  their  foraging  expeditions,  of\en  op- 
posed by  the  bold  and  warlike  natives,  and  suffering  occasional 
loss,  but  inflicting  great  havoc  on  their  opposers. 

Having  thus  overrun  a  considerable  extent  of  country,  and  no 
grand  object  presenting  to  lure  him  on  to  further  enterprise,  Yasco 
Nunez  at  length  returned  to  Daiien  with  the  spoils  and  captives 
he  had  taken,  leaving  Bartolome  Hurtado  with  thirty  men  in  an 
Indian  village  on  the  Rio  Negro^  or  Black  River,  to  hold  the 
country  in  subjection.  Thus  terminated  the  first  expedition  in 
quest  of  the  golden  temple  of  Dobayba,  which,  for  some  time,  con- 
tinued to  be  a  favorite  object  of  enterprise  among  the  adventurers 
of  Darien. 
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spiracy  forming  among  the  natives.  The  implacable  Zemaco  had 
drawn  four  other  caciques  into  a  secret  plan  to  assemble  their 
vassals  and  make  a  sudden  attack  upon  Darien :  Hurtado  has- 
tened with  the  remnant  of  his  followers  to  parrj  tidings  to  the 
settlement  of  this  conspiracy.  Many  of  the  inhabitants  were 
alarmed  at  his  intelligence ;  others  treated  it  as  a  false  rumor  of 
the  Indians,  and  no  preparations  were  made  against  what  might 
be  a  mere  imaginary  danger. 

Fortunately  for  the  Spaniards,  among  the  female  captives 
owned  by  Yasco  Nunez  was  an  Indian  damsel  named  Fulvia ;  to 
whom,  in  consequence  of  her  beauty,  he  had  shown  great  favor, 
and  who  had  become  strongly  attached  to  him.  She  had  a  brother 
among  the  warriors  of  Zemaco,  who  often  visited  her  in  secret 
In  one  of  his  visits,  he  informed  her  that  on  a  certain  night  the 
settlement  would  be  attacked  and  every  Spaniard  destroyed.  He 
charged  her,  therefore,  to  hide  herself  that  night  in  a  certain  place 
until  he  should  come  to  her  aid,  lest  she  should  be  slain  in  the 
confusion  of  the  massacre. 

When  her  brother  was  gone,  a  violent  struggle  took  place  in 
the  bosom  of  the  Indian  girl,  between  her  feeling  for  her  family 
and  her  people,  and  her  affection  for'Vasco  Nuflez.  The  latter 
at  length  prevailed,  and  she  revealed  all  that  had  been  told  to 
her.  The  Spaniard  prevailed  on  her  to  send  for  her  brother  un- 
der pretence  of  aiding  her  to  escape.  Having  him  in  his  power, 
he  extorted  from  him  all  that  he  knew  of  the  designs  of  the  ene- 
my. His  confessions  showed  what  imminent  danger  had  been 
lurking  round  Yasco  Nunez  iii  his  most  unsuspecting  moments. 
The  prisoner  informed  him  that  he  had  been  one  of  forty  Indians 
sent  some  time  before  by  the  cacique  Zemaco  to  Yasco  Nuflez, 
in  aeeining  friendship,  to  be  employed  by  him  in  cultivating  the 
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fields  adjacent  to  the  settlement  They  had  secret  orders,  how- 
ever, to  take  an  opportunity,  when  the  Spaniard  should  come  forth 
to  inspect  their  work,  to  set  upon  him  in  an  unguarded  moment, 
and  destroy  him.     Fortunately,  Yasco  Nunez  always  visited  the 
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the  treasures  of  its  golden  temple  were  not  forgotten ;  and  an 
Indian  was  taken  to  Spain  bj  the  commissioners,  a  native  of  the 
province  of  Zenu,  where  gold  was  said  to  be  ^thered  in  nets 
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his  usual  spirit  and  promptness,  seized  upon   the  testy  Alon2o 
Perez,  and  threw  him  into  prison,  to  digest  his  indignities  and 
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Tcry  night  he  sallied  forth  into  the  country,  under  pretence  of 
going  on  a  hunting  expedition. 

The  next  morning  the  mutineers  found  themselves  in  posses- 
sion of  the  field.  Alonzo  Perez,  the  pragmatical  ringleader,  im- 
mediately assumed  the  command,  seconded  hy  the  Bachelor  Cor- 
ral. Their  drst  measure  was  to  seize  upon  the  ten  thousand  cas- 
tellanos,  and  to  divide  them  among  the  multitude,  hy  way  of 
securing  their  own  popularity.  The  event  proved  the  sagacity 
and  forethought  of  Vasco  Nunez.  Scarcely  had  these  hotheaded 
intermeddlers  entered  upon  the  partition  of  the  gold,  than  a  furi- 
ous strife  arose.  Every  one  was  dissatisfied  with  his  share, 
considering  his  merits  entitled  to  peculiar  recompense.  Every 
attempt  to  appease  the  rahhle  only>augmented  their  violence,  and 
in  their  rage  they  swore  that  Vasco  Nunez  had  ^ways  shown 
more  judgment  and  discrimination  in  his  distributions  to  men  of 
merit 

The  adherents  -of  the  latter  now  ventured  to  lift  up  their 
voices;  "  Vas^jo  Nunez,"  said  they,  "won  the  gold  by  his  enter- 
prise and  valor,  and  would  have  shared  it  with  the  brave  and 
th&  deserving ;  but  these  men  have  seized  upon  it  by  factious 
means,  and  would  squander  it  upon  their  minions."  The  multi- 
tude, who,  in  fact,  admired  the  soldier-like  qualities  of  Vasco 
Nunez,  displayed  one  of  the  customary  reverses  of  popular  feel- 
ing. The  touchy  Alonzo  Perez,  his  coadjutor  the  Bachelor 
Corral,  and  several  other  of  the  ringleaders  were  seized,  put 
into  irons,  and  confined  in  the  fortress  ;  and  Vasco  Nunez  was 
recalled  with  loud  acclamations  to  the  settlement. 

How  long  this  pseudo-commander  might  have  bfien  able  to 
manage  the  unsteady  populace,  it  is  impossible  to  say ;  but  just 
at  this  juncture  two  ships  arrived  from  Hispaniola,  freighted  with 
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supplies,  and  bringing  a  reinforcement  of  one  hundred  and  fiftj 
men.  They  brought  also  a  conmiission  to  Vasco  Nunez,  signed 
bj  Miguel  de  Pasamonte,  the  royal  treasurer  of  Hispaniola,  (to 
whom  he  had  sent  a  private  present  of  gold,)  constituting  him 
captain-general  of  the  colony.  It  is  doubtful  whether  Pasamonte 
possessed  the  power  to  confer  such  a  commission,  though  it  is  af- 
firmed that  the  king  had  clothed  him  with  it,  as  a  kind  of  check 
upon  the  authority  of  the  admiral  Don  Diego  Columbus,  then 
governor  of  Hispaniola,  of  whose  extensive  sway  in  the  New 
World  the  monarch  was  secretly  jealous.  At  any  rate,  the  trea- 
surer appears  to  have  acted  in  fuU  confidence  of  the  ultimate 
approbation  of  his  sovereign. 

Vasco  Nunez  was  rejoiced  at  receiving  a  commission  which 
clothed  him  with  at  least  the  semblance  of  royal  sanction.  Feel- 
ing  more  assured  in  his  situation,  and  being  naturally  of  a  gen- 
erous and  forgiving  temper,  he  was, easily  prevailed  upon,  in  his 
moment  of  exultation,  to  release  and  pardon  Alonzo  Perez,  the 
Bachelor  Corral,  and.  the  other  ringleaders  of  the  late  commo- 
tions ;  and  for  a  time  the  feuds  and  factions  of  this  petty  commu- 
nity were  lulled  to  repose. 
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Sach  was  the  motley  armameBt  that  set  forth  from  the  little 
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mountiuDS.     The  march  was  difficult  an<}  toilsome.     The  Span- 
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taking  with  him  none  but  such  as  were  in  robust  and  vigorous 
health. 

On  the  20th  of  September,  he  again  set  forward  through  a 
broken  rocky  country,  covered  with  a  matted  forest,  and  inter- 
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the  Spaniards  were  induced  .to  consider  them  guilty  of  unnataral 
crimes,  and,  in  their  abhorrence  and  disgust,  gave  them  to  be  torn 
to  pieces  by  the  bloodhounds.* 

It/ is  also  affirmed,  that  among  the  prisoners  were  several  ne- 
groes, who  had  been  slaves  to  the  cacique.  The  Spaniards,  we 
are  told,  were  informed  by  the  other  captives,  that  these  black 
men  came  from  a  region  at  no  great  distance,  where  there  was  a 
people  of  that  color,  wi^h  whom  they  were  frequently  at  war. 
"  These,"  adds  the  Spanish  writer,  "  were  the  first  negro^  ever 
found  in  the  New  World,  and  I  believe  no  others  have  since  been 

discovered."t 

Afler  this  sanguinary  triumph,  the  Spaniards  marched  to  the 
village  of  Quaraquel,  where  they  foun'd  considerable  booty  in  gold 
and  jewels.  Of  this  Vasco  Nunez  reserved  one-fifth  for  the 
crown,  and  shared  the  rest  liberally  among  his  followers.  The 
village  was  at  the  foot  of  the  last  mountain  that  remained  for 
them  to  climb  ;  several  of  the  Spaniards,  however,  were  so  disa- 
Ued  by  wounds  received  in  battle,  or  so  exhausted  by  the  fatigue 
and  hunger  they  had  endured,  that  they  were  unable  to  proceed 
They  were  obliged  therefore  reluctantly  to  remain  in  the  village, 
within  sight  of  the  mountain-top  that  commanded  the  long-sought 

*  Herrera,  Hist  Ind.,  decad.  i.  lib.  x.  cap/ 1. 

t  Peter  Martyr,  in  his  third  Decade,  makes  mentioD  of  these  negroes  in  the 
following  words: — **  Abont  two  days'  journey  distant  from  Quaraqaii  is  a  region 
inhabited  only  by  black  moors,  exceeding  fierce  and  cruel.  It  is  supposed  that 
in  time  past  certain  black  moors  sailed  thither  sut  of  Ethiopia,  to  rob,  and  that 
by  shipwreck,  or  some  other  chance,  they  were  driven  to  these  mountain^.'*  Am 
Martyr  lived  and  wrote  at  the  time,  he  of  course  related  the  mere  rumor  of  the 
day,  which  all  subsequent  accounts  have  diq)roved.  The  other  historians  who 
mentioned  the  circumstance,  have  probably  repeated  it  from  him.  It  must  have 
risen  from  some  inisfepresentation,  and  is  not  entitled  to  credit. 
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with  his  little  band,  to  seek  the  regions  of  reputed  wealth  upon 
its  shores.  He  had  not  proceeded  far  when  he  came  to  the 
province  of  a  warlike  cacique,  named  Cheapes,  who,  issuing  forth 
at  the  head  of  his  warjiors,  looked  with  scorn  upon  the  scanty 
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remained  at  the  village  for  a  few  days,  sending  back  the  guides 
who  had  accompanied  him  from  Quaraqusi,  and  ordering  his  peo- 
ple whom  he  had  left  at  that  place  to  rejoin  him.  In  the  mean- 
time he  sent  out  three  scouting  parties  of  twelve  men  each,  under 
Francisco  Pizarro,  Juan  de  Escaray,  and  Alonzo  Martin  de  Bon 
Benito,  to  explore  the  surrounding  country  and  discover  the  best 
route  to  the  sea.  Alonzo  Martin  was  the  most  successful.  After 
two  days*  journey,  he  came  to  a  beach,  where  he  found  two  large 
canoes  lying  high  and  dry,  without  any  water  being  in  sight 
While  the  Spaniards  were  regarding  these  canoes,  and  wondering 
why  they  should  be  s6  far  on  land,  the  tide,  which  rises  to  a  great 
height  on  that  coast,  came  rapidly  in  and  set  them  afloat ;  upon 
this,  Alonzo  Martin  stepped  into  one  of  them,  and  called  his  com- 
panions to  bear  witness  that  he  was  the  first  European  that  em- 
barked upon  that  sea;  his  example  was  followed  by  one  Bias  de 
Etienza,  who  called  them  likewise  to  testify  that  he  was  the 
second.* 

We  mention  minute  particulars  of  the  kind,  as  being  charac- 
teristic of  these  extraordinary  enterprises,  and  of  the  extraordi- 
nary people  who  undertook  them.  The  humblest  of  these  Span- 
ish adventurers  seemed  actuate4  by  a  swelling  and  ambitious 
spirit,  which  rose  superior  at  times  to  mere  sordid  considerations, 
and  aspired  to  share  the  glory  of*  these  great  discoveries.  The 
scouting  party  having  thus  explored  a  direct  route  to  the  sea- 
coast,  returned  to  report  their  success  to  their  commander. 

Vasco  Nunez  being  rejoined  by  his  men  from  Quarequa,  now 
left  the  greater  part  of  his  followers  to  repose  and  recover  from 
their  sickness  and  fatigues  in  the  village  of  Chiapes  ;  and,  taking 
with  him  twenty-six  Spaniards,  well  armed,  he  set  out  on  the 

•  Herrera,  Hist.  Ind.,  decad.  i.  lib.  x.  cap.  2. 
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twentv-Ainth  of  Seotember.  for-the  sea-coast,  accomoanied  bvthe 
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lands  and  seas,  I  am  ready  and  prepared  to  mi^intain  and  defend 
tliem  in  the  name  of  the  Costilian  sovereigns,  present  and  future, 
whose  is  the  empire  and  dotninion  over  these  Indian  islands,  and 
Terra  Firma,  northern  and  southern,  with,  all  their  seas,  both  at 
the  arctic  and  antarctic  poles,  on  either  side  of  the  equinoctial 
line,  whether  within  or  without  the  tropics  of  Cancer  and  Capri- 
corn, both  now  and  in  all  times,  as  long  as  the  world  endures,  and 
until  the  final  day  of  judgment  of  all  mankind." 

This  swelling  declaration  and  defiance  being  uttered  with  a 
loud  voice,  and  no  one  appearing  to  dispute  his  pretensions, 
Yasco  Nunez  called  upon  his  companions  to  bear  witness  of  the 
fact  of  his  having  duly  taken  possession.  They  all  declared 
themselves  ready  to  defend  his  claim  to  the  uttermost,  as  became 
true  and  loyal  vassals  to  the  Castilian  sovereigns ;  and  the  notary 
having  drawn  up  a  document  for  the  occasion,  they  subscribed  it 
with  their  names. 

This  done,  they  advanced  to  the  margin  of  the  sea,  and  stoop- 
ing down  tasted  its  waters.  When  they  found,  that,  though  sev- 
ered by  intervening  mountains  and  continents,  they  were  salt 
like  the  seas  of  the  north,  they  felt  assured  that  they  had  indeed 
discovered  an  ocean,  and  again  Tetumed  thanks  to  God. 

Having  concluded  all  these  ceremonies,  Vasco  Nunez  drew  a 
dagger  from  his  girdle  and  cut  a  cross  on  a  tree  which  grew 
within  the  water,  and  made  two  other  crosses  on  two  adjacent 
trees,  in  h6nor  of  the  Three  Persons  of  the  Trinity,  and  in  token 
of  possession.  His  followers  likewise  cut  crosses  on  many  of  the 
trees  of  the  adjacent  forest,  and  lopped  off  branches  with  their 
swords  fo  bear  away  as  trophies.* 

•  Many  of  the  foregoing  particulars  are  from  the  unpublished  volume  of 
Oviedo's  History  of  the  Indies. 
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in  their  expeditions  in  those  days,  whether  againdt  Moors  or 
Indians. 

Finding  his  representations  of  no  effect,  Chiapes  volunteered 
to  take  part  in  this  perilous  cruise,  lest  he  should  appear  wanting 
in  courage,  or  in  good  will  to  his  guest.  Accompanied  by  the 
cacique,  therefore,  Vasco  Nunez  embarked  pn  the  17th  of  Octo- 
ber with  sixty  men  in  nine  canoes,  managed  by  Indians,  leaving 
the  residue  of  his  followers  to  recruit  their  health  and  strength 
in  the  village  of  Chiapes.  *    . 

Scarcely  however  had  they  put  forth  on  the  broad  bosom  of 
the  gulf,  when  the  wisdom  of-  the  cacique's  advice  was  made 
apparent.^  The  wind  began  to  blow  freshly,  raising  a  heavy  and 
tumultuous  sea,  which  broke  in  roaring  and  foaming  surges  on 
the.  rocks  and  reefs,  and  among  the  numerous  islets  with  which 
the  gulf  was  studded;  The  light  canoes  were  deeply  laden  with 
men  unskilled  in  their  management;  It  was  frightful  to  those  in 
one  canoe  to  behold  their  companions,  one.  instant  tossed  high  on 
the  breaking  crest  of  a  wave,  the  next  plunging  out  of  sight,  in 
a  watery  abyss.  The  Indians  then^selves,  though  almost  amphi- 
bious in  their  habits,  showed  signs  of  consternation ;  for  amidst 
these  rocks  and  breakers  even  the  skill  of  the  expert  swimmier 
would  be  of  little  avail.  At  length  the  Indians  succeeded  in  ty- 
ing the  canoes  in  pairs,  side  by  side,  to  prevent  -their  being  over- 
turned, and  in  this  way  they  kept  afloat,  until  towards  evening 
they  were  enabled  to  reach  a  small  island.  Here  they  landed, 
and  fastening  the  canoes  to  the  rocks,  or  to- small  trees  that  grew 
upon  the  shore,  they  sought  an  elevated  dry  place,  and  stretched 
themselves  to  take  repose.  They  had  but  escaped  from  one 
danger  to  encounter  another.  Having  been  for  a  long  time  ac- 
customed to  the  sea  on  the  northern  side  of  the  isthmus,  where 
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tbey  bound  and  braced  up  witb  tbeir  girdles,  witb  slips  of  the 
bark  of  trees,  or  with  the  tough  long  stalks  of  certain  sea-weeds. 
They  then  peeled  off  the  bark  from  the  stiaall  sea-plants,  pounded 
it  between  stones,  and  mixed  it  with  grass,  and  with  this  endea- 
vored to  calk  the  seams  and  stop  the  leaks.  When  re-embat'ked, 
their  numbers  weighed  down  the  canoes  almost  to  the  water's 
edge,  and  as  they*  rose  and  sank  with  the  swelling  waves  there 
was  danger  of  their  being  swallowed  up.  All  day  they  labored 
with  the  sea,  suffering  excessively  from  hunger  and  thirst,  and  at 
nightfall  they  landed  in  a  comer  of  the  gulf,  near  the  abode  of  a 
cacique  named,  Tumaco.  Leaving  a  part  of  his  men  to  guard 
the  canoes,  Vasco  Nufiez  set  out  wjih  the  residue  for  the  Indian 
town.  He  arrived  there  about  midnight,  buj;  the  inhabitants  were 
on  the  alert  to  defend  their  habitations.  The  firearms  and  dogs 
soon  put  them  to  flight,  and  the  Spaniards  pursuing  them  vnth 
their  swords,  drove  them  howling  into  the  woods.  In  the  village 
were  found  provisions  in  abundance,  beside  a  considerable  amount 
of  gold  and  a  great  quantity  of  pearls,  many  of  them  of  a  large 
size.  In  the  house  of  the  cacique  were  several  huge  shells  of 
mother  of  pearl,  and  four  pearl  oysters  quite  fresh,  which  showed 
that  there  was  a  pearl  fishery  in  the  neighborhood.  Eager  to 
learn  the  sources  of  this  wealth,  Vasco  Nunez  sent  several  of  the 
Indians  of  Chiapes  in  search  of  the  cacique,  who  traced  him  to 
a  wild  retreat  among  the  rocks.  By  their  persuasions  Tumaco 
sent  his  son,  a  fine  young  savage,  as  a  mediator.  The  latter  re- 
turned to  his  father  loaded  with  presents,  and  extolling  the  be- 
nignity of  these  superhuman  beings,  who  had  shown  themselves 
so  terrible  in  battle.  By  these  means,  and  by  a  mutual  exchange 
of  presents,  a  friendly  intercourse  was  soon  established.  Among 
other  things  the  cacique  gave  Vasco  Nunez  jewels  of  gold  weigh- 
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to  be  a  deer,  dthers  a  camel,  others  a  tapir;  for  as  yet  they  knew 
nothing  of  the  lama,  the  native  beast  of  burden  of  South  America. 
This  was  the  second  intimation  received  by  Vasco  Nunez  of  the 
great  empi^;e  of  Peru ;  and,  while  it  confirmed  all  that  had  been 
told  him  by  the  son  of  Comagre,  it  awakened  glowing  anticipa- 
tions of  the  glorious  triumphs  that  awaited  him. 


CHAPTER  Xn. 

FARTHER   ADVENTURES    AND    EXPLOITS    OP   VASCO    NU^EZ    OH 
THE   BORDERS   OP  THE   PACIPIC    OCEAN. 

[1513] 

Lest  any  ceremonial  should  be  wanting  to  secure  this  grand  dis- 
covery to  the  crown  of  Spain,  Vasco  Nunez  determined  to  sally 
from  the  gulf  and  take  possession  of  the  main-land  beyond.  The 
cacique  Tumaco  furnished  him  with  a  canoe  of  state,  formed  from 
tlie  trunk  of  an  enormous  tree,  and  managed  by  a  great  number 
of  Indians.  The  handles  of  the  paddles  were  inlaid  with  small 
pearls,  a  circumstance  which  Vasco  Nunez  caused  his  companions 
to  testify  before  the  notary,  that  it  might  be  reported  to  the 
sovereigns  as  a  proof  of  the  wealth  of  this  newly  discovered  sea.* 
Departing  in  the  canoe  on  the  29th  of  October,  he  was  piloted 
cautiously  by  the  Indians  along  the  borders  of  the  gulf,  over 
drowned  lands  where  the  sea  was  fringed  by  inundated  forests, 
and  as  still  as  a  pool.  Arrived  at  the  point  of  the  gulf,  Vasco 
Nunez  landed  on  a  smooth  sandy  beach,  laved  by  the  waters  of 

'  •  Oviedo,  Hiat.  Gen.,  p.  2,  MS. 
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the  broad  ocean,  and,  with  buckler  on  arm,  sword  in  hand,  and 
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whetted,  they  dispatched  Indians  in  search  of  Poncra,  who  foand 
him  trembling  in  his  secret  repeat,  and  partly  by  threats,  partly 
by  promises,  prevailed  upon  him  and  three  of  his  principal  sub- 
jects to  come  to  Vasco  Nunez.  He  was  a  savage,  it  is  said,  so 
hateful  of  aspect,  so  misshapen  in  body  and  deformed  in  all  his 
members,  that  he  was  hideous^ to  behold.  The  Spaniards  en- 
deavored by  gentle  means  to  draw  from  liim  information  of  the 
places  whence  he  procured  his  gold.  He  professed  utter  ignor- 
ance in  the  matter,  declaring  that  the  gold  found  in  his  village 
had  been  gathered  by  his  predecessors  in  times  long  past,  and  that 
as  he  himself  set  no  value  on  the  metal,  he  had  never  troubled 
himself  to  seek  it  The  Spaniards  resorted  to  menaces,  and  even, 
it  is  said,  to  tortures,  to  compel  him  to  betray  his  reputed  trea- 
sures, but  with  no  better  success.  Disappointed  in  their  expecta- 
tions, and  enraged  at  his  supposed  obstinacy,  they  listened  too 
readily  to  charges  advanced  against  him  by  certain  caciques  of 
the  neighborhood,  who  represented  him  as  a  monster  of  cruelty, 
and  as  guilty  of  crimes  repugnant  to  nature  ;*  whereupon,  in  the 
heat  of  the  moment,  they  gave  him  and  his  three  companions, 
who  were  said  to  be  equally  guilty,  to  be  torn  in  pieces  by  the 
dogs. — ^A  rash  and  cruel  sentence,  issued  on  the  evidence  of 
avowed  enemies ;  and  which,  however  it  may  be  palliated  by  the 
alleged  horror  and  disgust  of  the  Spaniards  at  the  imputed  crimes 
of  the  cacique,  bears  visibly  the  stamp  of  haste  and  passion,  and 
remains  accordingly  a  foul  blot  on  the  character  of  Vasco  Nunez. 
The  Spaniards  staid  for  thirty  days  reposing  in  the  village  of 
the  unfortunate  Poncra,  during  which  time  they  were  rejoined  by 
their  companions,  who  had  been  left  behind  at  the  village  of 
Chiapes.     •  They  were  accompanied  by  a  cacique  of  the  moun- 

*  Peter  Martyr,  decad.  iii.  cap.  2. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


188  VOYAGES  AND   DISCOVERIES  OP 


ply  of  provisions,  as  taking  up  the  place  of  an  equal  weight  of 
gold.  The  consequences  were  soon  felt. .  The  Indians  could 
carry  but  small  burdens,  and  at  Ihe  same  time  assisted  to  consume 
the  scanty  stock  of  food  which  fottned  part  of  their  load.  Scar- 
city and  famine  ensued,  and  relief  was  rarely  to  be  procured,  for 
the  villages  on  this  elevated  part  of  the  mountains  were  scattered 
and  poor,  and  nearly  destitute  of  provisions.  They  held  no  com- 
munication with  each  other';  each  contenting  itself  with  the  scanty 
produce  of  its  own  fields  and  forest.  -Some  were  entirely  de- 
serted ;  at  other  places,  the  inhabitants,  forced  from  their  retreats, 
implored  pardon,  and  declared  they  had  hidden  themselves  through 
shame,  not  having  the  means  of  properly  entertaining  such  celes- 
tial visitors.  They  brought  peace-offerings  of  gold,  but  no  pro- 
visions. For  once  the  Spaniards  found  that  even  their  darling 
gold  could  fail  to  cheer  their  drooping  spirits.  Their  suff(? rings 
from  hunger  became  intense,  and  many  of  their  Indian  compan- 
ions sank  down  and  perished  by  the  way.  At  length  they  reached 
a  village  where  they  were  enabled  to  obtain  supplies,  and  where 
they  remained  thirty  days,  to  recruit  their  wasted  strength. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 


ENTERPRISE    AGAINST  TUBANAMA,    THE   WARLIKE    CACIQUE    OP 
THE   MOUNTAINS. — RETURN   TO    DARIEN. 

The  Spaniards  had  now  to  pass  through  the  territories  of  Tuba- 
nama,  the  most  potent  and  warlike  cacique  of  the  mountains. 
This  was  the  same  chieftain  of  whom  a  formidable  character  had 
been  given  by  the  young  Indian  prince,  who  first  informed  Yasco 
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for  the  crown ;  the  rest  was  shared,  in  just  proportions,  among 
those  who  had  been  in  the  expedition^  and  those  who  had  remained 
at  Darien.  All  were  contented  with  their  allotment,  and  elated 
with  the  prospect  of  still  greater  gain  from  future  enterprises. 

Thus  ended  one  of  the  most  remarkable  expeditions  of  the 
early  discoverers.  The  intrepidity  of  Vasco  Nunez  in  penetrating, 
with  a  handful  of  men,  far  into  the  interior  of  a  wild  and  moun- 
tainous country,  peopled  by  warlike  tribes ;  his  skill  in  managing 
his  band  of  rough  adventurers,  stimulating  their  valor,  enforcing 
their  obedience,  apd  attaching  their  affections,  show  him  to  have 
possessed  great  qualities  as  a  general.  We  are  told  that  he  was 
always  foremost  in  peril,  and  the  last  to  quit  the  field.  He  shared 
the  toils  and  dangers  of  the  meanest  of  his  followers,  treating 
them  with  frank  affability ;  watching  fighting,  fasting,  and  labor- 
ing with  tlicm ;  visiting  and  consoling  such  as  were  sick  or  infirm, 
and  dividing  all  his  gains  with  fairness  and  liberality.  He  was 
charge  able  at  times  with  acts  of  bloodshed  and  injustice,  but  it  is 
probable  that  these  were  often  called  for  as  measures  of  safety 
and  precaution  ;  he  certainly  offended  less  against  humanity  than 
most  of  the  early  discoverers ;  and  the  unbounded  amity  and 
confidence  reposed  in  him  by  the  natives,  when  they  became  inti- 
mately acquainted  >vith  his  character,  speak  strongly  in  favor  of 
his  kind  treatment  of  them. 

The  character  of.  Vasco  Nunez  had,  in  fact,  risen  with  his 
circumstances,  and  now  assumed  a  nobleness  and  grandeur  from 
the  discovery  he  had  made,  and  the  important  charge  it  had 
devolved  upon  him.  He  no  longer  felt  himself  a  mere  soldier  of 
fortune,  at  the  head  of  a  band  of  adventurers,  but  a  great  com- 
mander conducting  an  immortal  enterprise.  "  Behold,"  says  old 
Peter  Martyi',  "  Vasco  Nuiiez  dc  Balboa,  at  once  transformed 
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neglect  of  moments.  Unfortunately  the  ahip  which  was  to  con- 
vej  the  messenger  to  Spain  lingered  in  port  until  the  beginning 
of  March ;  a  delay  which  had  a  fatal  influence  on  the  fortunes  of 
Yasco  Nunez*  It  is  necessary  here  to  cast  an  eye  back  upon  the 
events  which  had  taken  place  in  Spain  while  he  was  employed  in 
his  conquests  and  discoveries. 

The  Bachelor  Enciso  had  arrived  in  Castile -full  of  his  wrongs 
and  indignities.  He  had  friends  at  court,  who  aided  him  in  gain- 
ing a  ready  hearing,  and  he  lost  not  a  moment  in  availing  himself 
of  it.  He  declaimed  eloquently  upon  the  alleged  usurpation  of 
Yasco  Nunez,  and  represented  him  as  governing  the  colony  by 
force  and  fraud.  It  was  in  vain  that  the  alcalde  'ZamudiQ»  the 
ancient  colleague  and  the  envoy  of  Yasco  Nunez,  attempted  to 
speak  in  his  defence ;  he  was  unable  to  cope  with  the  facts  and 
arguments  of  the  Bachelor,  who  was  a  pleader  by  profession,  and 
now  pleaded  his  own  cause.  The  king  determined  to  send  a  new 
governor  to  Darien,  with  power  to  inquire  into  add  remedy  all 
abuses.  For  this  office  he  chose  Don  Pedro  Arias  Davila,  com- 
monly called  Pedrarias.*  He  was  a  native  of  Segovia,  who  had 
been  brought  up  in  the  royal  household,  and  had  distinguished 
himself  as  a  brave  soldier,  both  in  the  war  of  Granada  and  at  the 
taking  of  Oran  and  Bngia  in  Africa.  He  possessed  those  per- 
sonal accomplishments  which  captivate  the  soldiery,  and  was 
called  el  Galon,  for  his  gallant  .array  and  courtly  demeanor,  and 
el  Ju9tador,  or  the  TtUer,  for  his  dexterity  in  jousts  and  tourna- 
ments. These,  it  must  be  admitted,  were  not  the  qualifications 
most  adapted  for  the  government  of  rude  and  factious  colonies  in 
a  wilderness ;  but  he  had  an  all-poweriiil  friend  in  the  Bishop 

•  By  the  Englirii  historians  he  has  generally  been  called  Davila. 
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glory  thus  suddenly  dispelled ;  when,  as  if  to  console  them,  the 
enterprise  of  .Pedrarias  was  set  on  foot,  and  opened  a  different 
career  of  adventure.  The  very  idea  of  an  unknown  sea  and 
splendid  empire,  where  never  European  ship  had  sailed  nor  foot 
had  trodden,  broke  upon  the  imagination  with  the  vague  wonders 
of  an  Arabian  tale.  Even  the  countries  already  known,  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  settlement  of  Darien,  were  described  in  the  usual 
terms  of  exaggeration.  Gold  was  said  to  lie  on  the  surface  of 
the  ground,  or  to  be  gathered  with  nets  out  of  the  brooks  and  ' 
rivers ;  insomuch  that  the  region  hitherto  called  Terra  Firma, 
now  received  the  pompous  and  delusive  appellation  of  Castilla 
del  Oro,  or  Golden  Castile. 

Excited  by  these  reports,  many  of  the  youthful  cavaliers, 
who  had  prepared  for  the  Italian  campaign,  now  offeried  them- 
selves as  volunteers  to  Don  Pedrarias.  He  accepted  their  servi- 
ces, and  appointed  Seville  as  the  place  of  assemblage.  The 
streets  of  that  ancient  city  soon  swarmed  with  young  and  noble 
cavaliers  splendidly  arrayed,  full  of  spirits,  and  eager  for  the 
sailing  of  the  Indian  armada.  Pedrarias,  on  his  arrival  at  Seville, 
made  a  general  review  of  his  forcips,  and  was  embarrassed  to 
find  that  the  number  Amounted  to  three  thousand.  He  had  been 
limited  in  his  first  armament  to  twelve  hundred ;  on  representing 
the  nature  of  the  case,  however,  the  number  was  extended  to 
fifteen  hundred  ;  but  through  influence,  entreaty,  and  stratagem, 
upwards  of  two  thousand  eventually  embarked.*  Happy  did  he 
think  himself  who  could  in  any  manner,  and  by  any  means,  get 
admitted  on  board  of  the  squadron.  Nor  was  this  eagerness  for 
the  enterprise  confined  merely  to  young  and  buoyant  and  ambi- 
tious adventurers ;  we  are  told  that  there  were  many  covetoas 

»  Oviedo,  lib.  ii.  cap.  7,  MS. 
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who  had  been  instrumental  in  persuading  her  rojal  mistress  to 
patronize  Columbus.*  Her  niece  partook  of  her  high  and  gen- 
erous nature.  She  refused  to  remain  behind  in  selfish  security, 
but  declared  that  she  would  accompany  her  husband  in  every 
peril,  whether  by  sea  or  land.  This  self-devotion  is  the  more 
remarkable  when  it  is  considered  that  she  was  past  the  romantic 
period  of  youth ;  and  that  she  left  behind  her  in  Spain,  a  family 
of  four  sons  and  four  daughters. 

Don  Pedrarias  was  instructed  to  use  great  indulgence  towards 
the  people  of  Darien,  who  had  been  the  followers  of  Nicnesa, 
and  to  remit  the  royal  tithe  of  all  the  gold  they  might  have 
collected  previous  to  his  arrival.  Towards  Vasco  Nunez  de  Bal- 
boa alone  the  royal  countenance  was  stem  and  severe.  Pedrarias 
was  to  depose  him  from  his  assumed  authority,  and  to  call  him  to 
strict  account  before  the  alcalde  mayor,  G^par  de  Espinosa,  for 
his  treatment  of  the  Bachelor  Enciso. 

The  splendid  fleet,  consisting  of  fifteen  sail,  weighed  andior 
at  St.  Lucar  on  the  12th  of  April,  1514,  and  swept  proudly  out 
of  the  Guadalquiver,  thronged  with  the  chivalrous  adventurers 
for  Grolden  Castile.  But  a  short  time  had  elapsed  after  its  depar- 
ture, when  Pedro  Arbolancho  arrived  with  the  tardy  missions  of 
Vasco  Nunez.  Had  he  arrived  a  few  days  sooner '  how  difiFerent 
might  have  been  the  fortune  of  his  friend ! 

He  was  immediately  admitted  to  the  royal  presence,  where  he 
announced  the  adventurous  and  successful  expedition  of  Vasoo 
Nunez,  and  laid  before  the  king  .the  pearls  and  golden  ornaments 

•  This  was  the  same  Marchioness  de  Moya,  who  during  the  war  of  Gran- 
ada, while  the  court  and  royal  army  were  encamped  before  Malaga,  was  mis- 
taken  foe  the  queen  by  a  Moorish  fenatic,  and  had  neariy  &llen  beneath  his 
dagger. 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 

ARRIYAL    AND     GRAND     ENTRY   OF     DON    PEDRARIAS     DAYILA 
INTO   DARIEN. 

"While  honors  and  rewards  were  preparing  in  Europe  for  Vasco 
Nunez,  that  indefatigable  commander,  inspired  by  his  fortunes 
with  redoubled  zeal  and  loflier  ambition,  was  exercising  the  pa- 
ternal forethought  and  discretion  of  a  patriotic  governor  over  the 
country  subjected  to  his  rule.  His  most  strenuous  exertions  were 
directed  to  bring  the  neighborhood  of  Darien  into  such  a  state 
of  cultivation  as  might  render  the  settlement .  independent  of 
Europe  for  supplies.  The  town  was  situated  on  the  banks  of  a 
river,  and  contained  upwards  of  two  hundred  houses  and  cabins. 
Its  population  amounted  to  five  hundred  and  fifleen  Europeans, 
all  men,  and  fifteen  hundred  Indians^  male  and  female.  Orchards 
and  gardens  had  been  laid  out,  where  European  as  well  as  native 
fruits  and  vegetables  were  cultivated,  and  already  gave  promise  of 
future  abundance.  Yasco  Nuiiez  devised  all  kinds  of  means  to 
keep  up  the  spirits  of  his  people.  On  holidays  they  had  their 
favorite  national  sports  and  games,*  and  particularly  tilting 
matches,  of  which  chivalrous  amusement  the  Spaniards  in  those 
days  were  extravagantly  fon4.  Sometimes  he  gratified  their 
restless  and  roving  habits  by  sending  them  in  expeditions  to 
various  parts  of  the  country,  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of  its  re- 
sources, and  to  strengthen  his  sway  over  the  natives.  He  was 
so  successful  in  securing  the  amity  or  exciting  the  awe  of  the 
Indian  tribes,  that  a  Spaniard  might  go  singly  about  the  land  in 
perfect  safety  ;  while  his  own  followers  were  zealous  in  their  de- 
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votion'  to  him,  both  from  admiration  of  his  past  exploits  and  from 
hones  of  soon  beinsr  led  by  him  to  new  discoveries  and  conauests. 
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therefore  to  find  this  redoubtable  hero  a  plain  unassuming  man, 
2lad  in  a  cotton  frock  and  drawers,  and  hempen  sandals,  directing 
and  aiding,  the  labor  of  several  Indians  who  were  thatching  a 
cottage  in  which  he  resided. 

The  messenger  approached  him  respectfully,  and  .announced 
the  arrival  of  Don  Pedrarias  Davila  as  governor  of  the  country. 

Whatever  Vasco  Nunez  may  have  felt  at  Ais  intelligence,  he 
suppressed  his  emotions,  and  answered  the  messenger  with  great 
discretion ;  "  Tell  Don  Pedrarias  Davila,"  said  he^  **  that  he  iA 
welcome,  and  I  congratulater  him  on  his  safe  arrival,  and  am 
ready,  with  all  who  are  here,  to  obey  his  orders." 

The  little  community  of  rough  and  daring  adventurers  was  in 
an  uproar  when  they  found  a  new  governor  had  arrived.  -  Some 
of  the  most  zealous  adherents  of  Vasco  Nutiez  were  disposed  to 
sally  forth,  sword  in  hand,  and  repel  the  intruder ;  but  they  were 
restrained  by  their  more  considerate  chieftain,  who  prepared  to 
receive  the  new  governor  with  all  due  submission. 

Pedrarias  disembarked  on  -the  thirtieth  of  June,  accompanied 
by  his  heroic  wife,  Doiia  Isabella ;  who,  according  to  old  Peter 
Martyr,  had  sustained  the  roarings  and  rages  of  the  ocean  with 
no  less  stout  courage  than  either  her  husband  or  the  mariners  who 
had  been  brought  up  among  the  surges  of  the  sea. 

Pedrarias  set  out  for  the  embryo  city  at  the^  head  of  two 
thousand  men,  all  well  armed.  He  led  his  wife  by  the  hand,  and 
on  the  other  side  of  him  was  the  bishop  of  Darien  in  his  robes  i 
while  a  brilliant  train  of  youthful  cavaliers,  in  glittering  armor 
and  brocade,  formed  a  kind  of  body-guard. 

All  this  pomp  .and  splendor  formed  a  striking  contrast  with 
the  humble  state  of  Vasco  Nunez,  who  came  forth  unarmed,  in 
simple  attire,  accompanied  by  his  counselors  and  a  handful  of  the 
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instructed  by  the  king  to  treat  him  with  great  favor  and  distiiKV' 
tion,  to  consult  him  about  the  affairs  bf  the  colony,  and  to  apply 
to  him  fbr  information  relative  to  the  surrounding  country.  At 
the- same  time  he  professed  the  most  amicable  feelings  on  bis  owa 
part,  and  an  intention  to  be  guided  by  his  counsels  in  all  public 
measures. 

Yasco  Nunez  was  of  a  frank  confiding  nature,  and  was  so 
captivated  by  this  unexpected  courtesy  and  kindness,  that  he 
threw  off  all  caution  and  reserve,  and  opened  his  whole  soul  to 
the  politic  courtier.  Pedrarias  availed  himself  of  this  communi- 
cative mood  to  draw  from  him  a  minute,  and  able  statement  in 
writing,  detailing  the  circumstances  of  the  colony,  and  the  infor- 
mation collected  respecting  various  parts  of  the  country;  the 
roote  by  which  he  had  traversed  the  mountains ;  his  discovery  of 
the  South  Sea ;  the  situation  and  reputed  wealth  of  the  Pearl 
Islands ;  the  rivers  and  raTines  most  productive  of  gold ;  together 
with  the  names  and  territories  of  the  various  caciques  with  whom 
he  had  made  treaties. 

When  Pedrarias  had  thus  beguiled  the  unsuspecting  soldier 
of  all  the  information  necessary  for  his  purposes,  he  dropped  the 
mask,  and  within  a  few  days  proclaimed  a  judicial  scrutiny  into 
the  conduct  of  Vasco  Nunez  and  his  officers.  -  It  was  to  be  con- 
ducted by  the  Licentiate  Gaspar  de  Espinosa,  who  had  come  as  • 
alcalde  mayor,  or  chief  judge.  The  Licentiate  was  an  inexpe- 
rienced lawyer,  having  but  recently  left  the  university  of  Sala- 
manca. He  appears  to  have  been  somewhat  flexible  in  his  opin- 
ions, and  prone  to  be  guided  or  governed  by  others.  At  the  out- 
set of  his  career  he  was  much  under  the  influence  of  Quevedo, 
the  bishop  of  Darien.  Now,  as  Vasco  Nunez  knew  the  impor- 
tance of  this  prelate  in  the  colony,  he  had  taken  care  to  secure 
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It  was  not  the  inclination  or  the  interest  of  the  bishop  that 
Yasco  Nunez  should  leave  the  colony ;  he  therefore  managed  to 
awaken  the  jealous  apprehensions  of  the  govemof  as  to  the  effect 
of  his  proposed  measure.  He  intimated  that  the  arrival  of  Yasco 
Nunez  in  Spain  would  be  signalized  by  triumph  rather  than  dis- 
grace. By  that  time  his  grand  discoYcries  would  be  blazoned  to 
the  world,  and  would  atone  for  all  his  faulty.  He  would  be  re- 
ceived with  enthusiasm  by  the  nation,  with  favor  by  the  king,  and 
would  probably  be  sent  back  to  the  colony  clothed  vrish  new  dig- 
nity and  power. 

Pedrarias  was  placed  in  a  perplexing  dilemma  by  these  sug- 
gestions ;  his  violent  proceedings  against  Yasco  Nunez  were  alsQ 
in  some  measure  restrained  by  the  influence  of  his  wife,  Dona 
Isabel  de  Bobadilla,  who  felt  a  great  respect  and  sympathy  for 
the  discoverer.  In  his  perplexity,  the  wily  governor  adopted  a 
middle  course.  He  resolved  to  detain  Yasco  Nunez  at  Darien 
under  a  cloud  of  imputation,  which  would  gradually  impair  his 
popularity ;  while  his  patience  and  means  would  be  silently  con- 
sumed by  protracted  and  exp^sive  litigaticin.  In  the  meantime, 
however,  the  property  which  had  been  sequestrated  was  restored  to 
him. 

While  Pedrarias  treated  Yasco  Nunez  with  this  severity, 
he  failed  not  to  avail  himself  of  the  plans  of  that  able  com- 
mander. The  first  of  these  was  to  establish  a  line  of  posts  across 
the  mountains  between  Darien  and  the  South  Sea.  It  was  his 
eager  desire  to  execute  this  before  any  order  should  arrive  from 
the  king  in  favor  of  his  predecessor,  in  order  that  he  might  have 
the  credit  of  having  colonized  the  coast,  and  Yasco  Nufiez,  merely 
that  of  having  discovered  and  visited  it*    Before  he  could  com- 

*  Oviedo,  HiBt.  hid.,  page  3,  cap.  8. 
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plete  these  arrangements,  however,  unlooked-for  calamities  fell 
upon  the  settlement,  that  for  a  time  interrupted  every  project,  and 


»«^/. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


908  VOYAGES  AND  DISCOVERIES  OF 


Every  one  was  more  or  less  affected  by  these  calamities ;  even 
the  veterans  of  the  colony  quailed  beneath  them ;  but  to  none 
were-  they  more  fatal  than  to  the  crowd  of  youthful  cavaliers  who 
had  once  glittered  so  gayly  about  the  streets  of  Seville,  and  had 
come  out  to  the  New  World  elated  with  the  most  sanguine  expec- 
tations. From  the  very  moment  of  their  landing  they  had  been 
disheartened  at  the  savage  scenes  around  them,  and  disgusted  with 
the  squalid  life  they  were  doomed  to  lead.  They  shrunk  with 
disdain  from  the  labors  with  which  alone  wealth  was  to  be  pro- 
cured in  this  land  of  gold  and  pearls,  cmd  were  impatient  of  the 
humble  exertions  necessary  for  the  maintenance  of  existence. 
As  the  famine  increased,  their  case  became  desperate ;  for  they 
were  unable  to  help  themselves,  and  their  rank  and  dignity  com- 
manded neither  deference  nor  aid  at  a  time  when  common  misery 
made  every  one  selfish.  Many  of  them,  who  had  mortgaged 
estates  in  Spain  to  fit  themselves  out  sumptuously  for  their  Italian 
campaign,  now  perished  fojr  lack  of  food.  Some  would  be  seen 
bartering  a  robe  of  crimson  silk,  or  some' garment  of  rich  brocade, 
for  a  pound  of  Indian  bread  or  European  hiscuit ;  others  sought 
to  satisfy  the  cravings  of  hunger  with  the  herbs  and  roots  of  the 
field,  and  one  of  the  principal  cavaliers  absolutely  expired  of 
hunger  in  the  public  streets. 

In  this  wretched  way,  and  in  the  short  space  of  one  month, 
perished  seven  hundred  of  the.  little  army  of  youthful  and  buoy- 
ant spirits  who  had  embarked  with  Pedrarias.  The  bodies  of 
some  remained  for  a  day  or  two  without  sepulture,  their  friends 
not  having  sufficient  strength  to  bury  them.  Unable  to  remedy 
the  evil,  Pedrarias  gave  permission  for  his  men  to  flee  from  it 
A  ship:load  of  starving  adventurers  departed  for  Cuba,  where 
some  of  them  joined  the  standard  of  Diego  Velasquez,  who  was 
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coloniziDg  that  island ;  others  made  their  waj,  back  to  Spain, 
where  they  arrived  broken  in  health,  in  spirits,  and  in  fortune. 
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Va500  Nunez  determined  to  take  his  fortunes  in  his  own  hands, 
and  to  prosecute  in  secret  his  grand  project  of  exploring  the  re- 
gions beyond  the  mountains.  For  this  purpose,  he  privately  dis- 
patched one  Andres  Gkrabito  to  Cuba  to  enlist  m^n,  and  make 
provisions  for  an  expedition  across  the  isthmus,  from  Nombre  de 
Dios,  and  for  the  founding  a  colony  on  the  shores  of  the  Southern 
Ocean ;  whence  he  proposed  to  extend  his  discoveries  hj  sea 
and  land. 

While  Vasco  Nunez  ajvaited  the  return  of  Garabito,  he  had 
the  mortification  of  beholding  various  of  his  colonizing  plans  pur- 
sued and  marred  by  Pedrarias.  Among  other  enterprises  the 
governor  dispatched  his  lieutenant-genei'al  Juan  de  Ayora,  at  the 
head  of  four  hundred  men,  to  visit  the  provinces  of  those  caciques 
with  whom  Vasco  Nunez  had  sojourned  and  made  treaties  on  his 
expedition  to  the  Southern  Sea.  Ayora  partook  of  the  rash  and 
domineering  spirit  of  Pedrarias,  and  harassed  and  devastated  the 
countries  which  he  pretended  to  explore.  He  was  received  with 
amity  and  confidence  by  various  caciques  who  had  formed  treades 
with  Vasco  Nunez ;  but  he  repaid  their  hospitality  with  the 
basest  ingratitude,  seizing  upon  their  property,  taking  from  them 
their  wives  and  daughters,  and  oflen  torturing  them  to  make  them 
reveal  their  hidden  or  supposed  treasures.  Among  those  treated 
with  this  perfidy,  we  grieve  to  CBumerate  the  youthful  cacique 
who  first  gave  Vasco  Nunez  information  of  the  sea  beyond  the 
mountains. 

The  enormities  of  Ayora  and  of  other  captions  of  Pedrarias 
produced  the .  usual  effect ;  the  natives  were  roused  to  desperate 
resistance ;  caciques,  who  had  been  faithful  friends,  were  con- 
verted into  furious  enemies,  and  the  expedition  ended  in  disap- 
ix>intm<>nt  9»f\(\  disaster. 
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The  adherents  of  Yasco  Nufiez  did  not  fail  to  contrast  thesd 
disastrous  enterprises  with  those  which  had  been  conducted  with 
80  much  glory  and  advantage  by  their  favorite  commander ;  and 
th^ir  sneers  and  reproaches  had  such  an  effect  upon  the  jealous 
and  irritable  disposition  of  Pedrarias,  that  he  deteniiined  to  em- 
ploy their  idol  in  a'  service  likely  to  be  attended  with  defeat  and 
to  impair  his  popularity.  None  seemed  more  fitting  for  the  pur- 
pose than  an  ex^dition  to  Dobayba,  where  he  had  once  already 
attempted  in  vain  to  penetrate,  and  where  so  many  of  his  fol- 
lowers, had  fallen  victims  to  the  stratagems  and  assaults  of  the 
natives. 


CHAPTER  XX. 

SECOND   EXPEDITION   OP  VASCO   NUNEZ   IN   QUEST   OF   THE 
GOLD   TEMPLE    OF   DOBATBA. 

The  rich  mines  of  Dobayba,  and  the  treasures  of  its  golden  tem- 
ple, had  continued  a  favorite  theme  with  the  Spanish  adventurers* 
It  was  ascertained  that  Yasco  Nunez  had  stopped  short  of  the 
wealthy  region  on  his  former  expedition,  and  had  mistaken  a 
frontier  village  for  the  residence  of  the  cacique.  The  enterprise 
of  the  temple  was,  therefore,  still  to  be  achieved ;  and  it  was  so- 
licited by  several  of  the  cavaliers  in  the  train  of  Pedrarias,  with 
all  the  chivalrous  ardor  of  that  romantic  age.  Indeed  common 
report  bad  invested  the  enterprise  with  difficulties  and  danger 
sufficient  to  stimulate  the  ambition  of  the  keenest  seeker  of  ad- 
venture. The  savages  who  inhabited  that  part  of  the  country 
were  courageous  and  adroit.    They  fought  by  water  as  well  as  by 


Digitized  by, 


Google 


213  VOYAGES  AND  DISCOVERIES  OF 


land,  fonning  ambuscades  with  their  canoes  in  the  bays  and 
rivers.  Thexx>untry  was  intersected  by  drearj  fens  and  morasses, 
infested  bj  all  kinds  of  reptiles.  Clouds  of  gnats  and  miisqui- 
toes  filled  the  air ;  there  were  large  bats  also,  supposed  to  have 
the  baneful  properties  of  the  vampire ;  alligators  lurked  in  the 
waters,  and  the  gloomy  recesses  of  the  fens  were  said  to  be  the 
dens  of  dragons  !* 

Beside  these  objects  of  terror,  both  true  and  £Eibulous,  the 
old  historian,  Peter  Martyr,  makes  mention  of  another  monstrous 
animal,  said  to  infest  this  golden  region,  and  which  deserves  to  be 
cited,  as  showing  the  imaginary  dangers  with  which  the.  active 
minds  of  the  discoverers  peopled  the  unexplored  wilderness  around 
them. 

According  to  the  tales  of  the  Indians,  there  had  occurred, 
shortly  before  the  arrival  of  the  Spaniards,  a  violent  tempest  or 
rather  hurricane  in  the  neighborhood  of  Dobayba,  which  de- 
molished houses,  tore  up  trees  by  the  roots,  and  laid  waste  whole 
forests.  When  the  tempest  had  subsided  and  the  affrighted  in- . 
habitants  ventured  to  look  abroad,  they  found  that  two  monstrous 
animals  had  been  brought  into  the  country  by  the  hurricane. 
According  to  their  accounts  they  were  not  unjike  the  ancient 
harpies,  and  one  being  smaller  than  the  other  was  supposed  to 
be  its  young.  They  had  the^  faces  of  women,  with  the  claws  and 
wings  of  eagles,  and  were  of  such  prodigious  size  that  the  very 
boughs  of  the  trees  on  which  they  alighted  broke  beneath  them. 
They  would  swoop  down  and  carry  off  a  man  as  a  hawk  would 
bear  off  a  chicken^  flying  with  him  to  the  tops  of  the  mountains, 
where  they  would  tear  him  in  pieces  and  devour  him.  For  some 
time  they  were  the  scourge  and  terror  of  the  land,  until  the  In- 

•  P.  Martyr. 
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dians  succeeded  in  killing  the  old  one  bj  stratagem,  and  hanging 
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their  canoes.  In  this  waj  one-half  of  the  Spaniards  were  killed 
or  drowned.  Among  the  number  fell  Luis  Cdrillo,  pierced  through 
the  breast  by  an  Indian  lance.  Yasco  Nunez  himself  was  wound- 
ed, and  had  great  difficulty  in  escaping  to  the  shore  with  the  res- 
idue of  his  forces. 

The  Indians  pursued  him  and  kept  up  a  skirmishing  attadc, 
but  he  beat  them  off  until  the  night,  when  he'  silently  aban- 
doned the  shore  of  the  river,  and  dir^ted  his  retreat  towards 
Darien.  It  is  easier  to  imagine  than,  to  describe  the  toils  and 
dangers  and  horrors  which  beset  him  and  the  remnant  of  his 
men  as  they  traversed  rugged  mount^ns,  or  struggled  through 
the  fearful  morasses  of  which  they  had  heard  such  terrific  tales. 
At  length  they  succeeded  in  reaching  the  settlement  of  Darien. 

The  partisans  of  Pedrarias  exulted  in  seeing  Yasco  Nunes 
return  thus  foiled  and  wounded,  and  taunted  his  adherents  with 
their  previous  boastings.  The  latter,  however,  laid  all  the  blame 
upon  the  unfortunate  Carillo.  ^  Yasco  Nunez,"  said  they,  ^  had 
always  absolute  command  in  his  former  enterprises,  but  in  this 
he  has  been  embarrassed  by  an  associate.  Had  the  expedition 
been  confided  to  him  alone,  the  event  had  beefi  far  different" 


CHAPTER  XXI. 


LETTERS     FROM    THE    KING    IN    FAVOR     OF    VA8CO    NtTi^EZ. 

ARRIVAL    OF   6ARABIT0. — ^ARREST   OF   VA8CO   NUNEZ. 

[1515.] 

About  this  time  dispatches  arrived  from  Spain  which  promised 
to  give  a  new  turn  to  the  fortmes  of  Yasco  Nunez  and  to  the 
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general  affiurs  of  the  colooj.  They  were  written  after  tbe  tidings 
of  the  discovery  of  tiie  South  Sea,  and  the  subjugation  of  so 
many  important  province^  of  the  Isthmus.  In  a  letter  addressed 
to  Yasco  Nunez,  the  king  expressed  his  high  sense  of  his  merits 
and  services,  and  constituted  him  Adelantado  of  the  South  Sea, 
and  Governor  of  the  provinces  of  Panama  and  Coyba,  though 
subordinate  to  the  general  command  of  Pedrarias.  A  letter  was 
likewise  written  by  the  king  to  Pedrarias,  informing  him  of  this 
ai^intment,  and  ordering  him  to  consult  Yasco  Nunez  on  all 
public  affairs  of  importance.  This  was  a  humiliating  blow  to 
the  pride  and  consequence  of  Pedrarias,  but  he  hoped  to  parry  it. 
In  the  meantime,  as  all  letters  from  Spain  were  first  delivered 
into  his  hands,  he  withheld  that .  intended  for  Yasco  Nunez,  until 
he  should  determine  what  course  of  conduct  to  adopt  The  latter, 
however,  heard  of  thje  circumstance,  as  did  his  friend  the  Bishop 
of  Darien.  The  prelate  ma^e  loud  complaints  of  this  interrup- 
tion of  the  royal  correspondence,  which  he  denounced,  even  from 
the  pulpit,  as  an  outrage  upon  the  rights  of  the  subject,  and  an 
act  of  disobedience  to  the  sovereign. 

Upon  this  the  governor  called  a  council  of  his  public  officers ; 
and,  after  imparting  t^e  contents  of  his  letter,  requested  their 
opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  investing  Yasco  Nunez  with  the 
dignities  thus  granted  to  him.-  The  alcalde  mayor,  Espinosa,  had 
left  the  party  of  the  bishOp,  and  was  now  devoted  to  the  governor. 
He  insisted,  vehemently,  that  the  offices  ought  in  no  wise  to  be 
given  to  Yasco  NuAez,  until  the  king  should  be  informed  of  the 
result  of  the  inquest  stiU  going  on  against  hinL  In  this  he  was 
warmly  supported  by  the  treasurer  and  the  accountant  The 
bishop  replied,  indignantly,  that  it  was  presumptuous  and  disloyal 
in  them  to  dispute  the  commands*  of  the  king,  and  to  interfere 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  COMPANIONS  OF  COLUMBUS.  217 


dangeroos  rival  and  an  insidious  foe.  Just  at  this  critical  junc- 
ture, Andres  Garabito,  the  agent  of  Yaeco  Nunez,  arrived  on  the 
coast  in  a  vessel  which  he  had  procured  at  Cuba,  and  freighted 
with  arms  and  ammunition^  and  seventy  resolute  men,  for  the 
secret  expedition  to  the  shores  of  the  Pacific  Ocean.  He 
anchored  six  leagues  from  the  harbor,  and  sent  word  privately  to 
Vasco  Nunez  of  his  arrival 

Information  was  immediately  carried  to  Pedrarias,  that  a 
mysterious  vessel,  full  of  armed  men,  was  hovering  on  the  coasts 
and  holding  secret  communication  with  his  rivaL  The  suspicious 
temper  of  the  governor  immediately  took  the  alarm.  He  fimcied 
some  treasonable  plot  against  his  authority ;  his  passions  mingled 
with  his  fears ;  and,  in  the  first  burst  of  his  fury,  he  ordered  that 
Yasco  Nunez  should  be  seized  and  confined  in  a  wooden  cage. 
The  Bishop  of  Darien  interposed  in  time  to  prevent  an  indignity 
which  it  might  have  been  impossible  to  expiate.  He  prevailed 
upon  the  passionate  governor,  not  merely  to  retract  the  order 
respecting  the  cage,  but  to  examine  the  whole  matter  with  cool- 
ness and  deliberation.  The  result  proved  that  his  suspicions  had 
been  erroneous;  and  that  the  armament  had  been  set  on  foot 
without  any  treasonable  intent  Yasco  Nufiez  was  therefore  set 
at  liberty,  after  having  agreed  to  certain  precautionary  conditions ; 
but  he  remained  cast  down  in  spirit  and  impoverished  in  fortune, 
by  the  harassing  measures  of  Pedrarias. 

VOL.  m.  10 
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half  of  their  number,  therefore,  remained  at  the  village  of  Tuti- 
br^,  nnder  the  command  of  a  captain  named  Pefialosa ;  the  resi- 
due embarked  in  the  canoes  with  Morales  and  Pizarro.  Afler  a 
stormy  and  perilous  yoyage,  they  lailded  on  one  of  the  smaller 
islands,  where  they  had  some  skirmishing  with  the  natives,  and 
thence  made  their  way  to  the  principal  island  of  the  archipelago, 
to  which,  from  the  report  of  its  great  pearl  fishery,  Vasco  Nunez 
had  given  the  name  of  Isla  Rica. 

The  cacique  of  this  island  had  long  been  the  terror  of  the 
neighboring  coasts,  invading  the  onain-land  with  fleets  of  canoes, 
and  carrying  the  inhabitadts  into  .captivity.  His  reception  of  the 
Spaniards  was  worthy  of  his  fame.  Foiir  times  did  he  sally  forth 
to  defend  his  territory,  and  as  oflen  was  he  repulsed  with  great 
slaughter.  His  warriors  were  overwhelmed  with  terror  at  the  fire- 
arms of  the  Spaniards,  and  at  their  ferocious  bloodhounds.  Find- 
ing all  resistance  unavailing,  the  cacique  was  at  length  compelled 
to  sue  for  peace.  His  prayers  being  granted,  he  received  the 
conquerors  into  his  habitation,  which  was  well  built  and  of  im- 
mense size.  Here  he  brought  them  as  a  peace-offering  a  basket 
curiously  wrought,  and  filled  with  pearls  of  great  beauty.  Among 
these  were  two  of  extraordinary  size  and  value.  One  weighed 
twenty-five  carats;  the  other  was  of  the  size  of  a  Muscadine 
pear,  weighing  upwards  of  three  drachms,  and  of  oriental  color 
and  lustre.  The  cacique  considered  himself  more  than  repaid  by 
a  present  of  hatchetst,  beads,  and  hawks'-bells :  and,  on  the  Span- 
iards smiling  at  his  joy,  observed,  <*  These  things  I  can  turn  to 
useful  purpose,  but  of  what  value  are  those  pearls  to  me  ?" 

Finding,  however,  that  these  baubles  were  precious  in  the 
eyes  of  the  Spaniards,  he  took  Morales  and  Pizarro  to  the  sum- 
mit of  a  wooden  tower,  commanding   an  unbounded  prospect 
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"  Behold  before  jou/'  said  he,  ''  the  infinite  jsea,  which  extendi 
even  beyond  the  sunbeams.  As  to  these  islands  which  lie  to  the 
right  and  lefl,  they  are  all  subject  to  my  sway.  They  possess  but 
}ittle  gold,  but  the  deep  places  of  the  sea  around  them  are  full  of 
pearls.  Continue  to  be  my  friends,  and  you  shall  have  as  many 
as  you  desire ;  for  I  value  yoUr  friendship  more  than  pearls,  tod, 
as  far  as  in  me  lies,  will  never  forfeit  it" 

He  then  pointed  to  the  main-land,  where  it  stretched  away 
towards  the  east,  mountain  beyond  mountain,  until  the  summit  of 
the  last  faded  in  the  distance,  and  was  scarcely  seen  above  the 
watery  horizon.  In  that  direction,  he  said,  there  lay  a  vast  coun- 
try of  inexhaustible  riches,  inhabited  by  a  mighty  nation.  He 
went  on  to  repeat  the  vague  but  wonderful  rumors  which  the 
Spaniards  had  frequently  heard  about  the  great  kingdom  of  Pern. 
Pizarro  listened  greedily  to  his  words,  and  while  his  eye  followed 
the  finger  of  the  cacique,  as  it  ranged  along  the  line  of  shadowy 
coast,  his  daring  mind  kindled  with  the  thought  of  seeking  this 
golden  empire  beyond  the  waters.* 

Before  leaving  the  island,  the  two  captains  impress^  the 
cacique  with  so  great  an  ide^  of  the  power  of  the  King  of  Cas- 
tile, that  he  agreed  to  become  his  vassal,  and  to  render  him  aa 
annual  tribute  of  one  hundred  pounds'  weight  of  pearls. 

The  party  having  returned  in  safety  to  the  main-land,  though 
to  a  difierent  place  from  that  wher^  they  had  embarked,  Graspar 
Morales  sent  his  relation,  Bernardo  Morales,  with  ten  men  in 
quest  of  Penalosa  and  his  companions,  who  had  remained  in  the 
village  of  Tutibrd. 

Unfortunately  for  the  Spaniards,  during  the  absence  of  the 

•  Herrera,  decad.  ii.  lib.  i.  cap.  4.     Peter  Martyr,  decad.  iii.  cap.  10. 
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commanders,  this  Penalosa  had  so  exasperated  the  natives  bj  his 
misconduot,  that  a  conspiracj^  had  been  formed  bj  the  icaciques 
along  the  coast  to  massacre  the  whole  of  the  strangers,  wh^n  the 
party  should  return  from 'the  islands. 

Bernardo  Morales  and  his  companions,  on  their  waj  in  quest 
of  Penalosa,  put  up  for  the  night  in  the  village  of  a  cacique 
named  Chuchama,  who  was  one  of  the  conspirators.  They  were 
entertained  with  pretended  hospitality.  In  the  dead  of  the  night, 
however,  the  house  in  which  they  were  sleeping  was  wrapped  in 
flames,  and  most  of  them  were  destroyed.  Chuchama  then  pre- 
pared with  his  confederates  to  attack  the  main  body  of  the  Span- 
iards who  remained  with  Morales  and  Pizarro. 

Fortunately  for  the  latter,  there  was  among  the  Indians  who 
had  accompanied  them  to  the  islands  a  cacique  named  Chirucd, 
who  was  in  secret  correspondence  with  the  conspirators.  Some 
circumstances  in  his  conduct  excited  their  suspicions ;  they  put  him 
to  the  torture,  and  drew  from  him  a  relation  of  the  massacre  of 
their  companions,  and  of  the  attack  with  which  they  were  menaced. 

Morales  and  Pizarro  were  at  fir^t  appalled  by  the  overwhelm- 
ing danger  which  surrounded  them.  ConceaHng  their  agitation, 
however,  they  compelled  Chiruca  to  send  a  message  to  each  of 
the  confederate  caciques,  inviting  him  to  a  secret  conference,  un- 
der pretence  of  giving  him  important  information.  The  caciques 
came  at  the  summons :  they  were  thus  taken  one  by  one  to  the 
number  of  eighteen,  and  put  in  chains.  Just  at  this  juncture 
Penalosa  arrived  with  the  thirty  men  who  had  remained  with  him 
at  Tutibrd.  Their  arrival  was  hailed  with  joy  by  their  comrades, 
who  had  given  them  up  for  lost  Encouraged  by  this  unexpected 
reinforcement,  the  Spaniards  now  attacked  by  surprise  the  main 
body  of  confederate  Indians,  who,  being  ignorant  of  the  discovery 
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of  their  plot  and  capture  of  their  caciques,  were  awaiting  the 
return  of  the  latter  in  a  state  of  negligent  security. 

Pizarro  led  the  van,  and  set  upon  the  enemj  at  daybreak 
with  the  old  Spanish  war^rj  of  Santiago  I  It  was  a  slaughter 
rather  than  a  battle,  for  the  Indians  were  unprepared  for  resist- 
ance. Before  sunrise  seven  hundred  lay  dead  upon  the  field* 
Returning  from  the  massacre,  the  commanders  doomed  the  caciques, 
who  were  in  chains  to  be  torn  in  pieces  by  the  bloodhounds ;  nor 
was  even  Chiruca  spared  from  this  sanguinary  sentence.  Not- 
withstanding this  bloody  revenge,  the  vindictive  spirit  of  the  com- 
manders was  still  unappeased,  and  they  set  off  to  surprise  the  vil- 
l^e  of  a  cacique  named  BirD,  who  dwelt  on  the  eastern  side  of 
the  Gulf  of  St.  MichaeL  He  was  famed  for  valor  and  for 
cruelty :  his  dwelling  was  surrounded  by  the  weapons  and  other 
trophies  of  those  whom  be  had  vanquished ;  and  he  was  said 
never  to  give  quarter. 

The  Spaniards  assailed  his  village  before  daybreak  with  fire 
and  sword,  and  made  dreadful  havoc  BirD  escaped  from  his 
burning  habitation,  rallied  his  people,  kept  up  a  galling  fight 
throughout  the  greater  part  of  that  day,  and  handled  the  Span- 
iards so  roughly,  that,  when  he  drew  off  at  night,  they  did  not 
venture  to  pursue  him,  but  returned  right  gladly  from  his  terri- 
tory. According  to  some  of  the  Spanish  writers,  the  kingdom  of 
Peru  derived  its  name  from  this  warlike  cacique,  through  a  blun- 
der of  the  early  discoverers ;  the  assertion,  however,  is  believed 
to  be  erroneous. 

The  Spaniards  had  pushed  their  bloody  revenge  to  an  ex- 
treme, and  were  now  doomed  to  suffer  from  the  recoil.  In  the 
fury  of  their  passions,  they  had  forgotten  that  they  were  but  a 
handful  of  men  surrounded  by  savage  nations.    BeUiming  wearied 
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and  dkheartened  from  the  battle  with  Bird,  thej  were  waylaid 
and  assaulted  bj-a  hdst  of  Indians  led  on  by  the  son  of  ChiruciL 
A  javelin  from  his  hand  pierced  one  of  the  Spaniards  through 
the  breast,  and  came  out  between  the  shoulders ;  several  others 
were  wounded,  and  the  remainder  were  harassed  by  a  galling 
fire  kept  up  from  among  rocks  and  bushes. 

Dismayed  at  the  implacable  vengeance  they  had  aroused,  the 
Spimiards  hastened  to  abandop  these  hostile  shores  and  make  the 
best  of  tiieir  way  back  to  Darien.  The  Indians,  however,  were 
not  to  be  appeased  by  the  mere  departure  of  the  intruders.  They 
followed  them  perseveringly  for  seven  days,  hanging  on  their 
skirts,  and ,  harassing  them  by  continual  alarms.  Morales  and 
Fizarro,  seeing  the  obstinacy  of  their  pursuit,  endeavored  to  gain 
a  march  upon  them  by  stratagem.  Making  large  fires  as  usual 
one  night  about  the  place  of  their  encampment,  they  lefl  them 
burning  to  deceive  the  enemy  while  they  made  a  rapid  retreat 
Among  their  number  was  one  poor  fellow  named  Velasquez,  who 
was  so  grievously  wounded  that  he  could  not  walk.  Unable  to 
accompany  his  countrymen  in  their  flight,  and  dreading  to  fall 
into  the  merciless  hands  of  the  savages,  he  detertnined  to  hang 
himself,  nor  could  the  prayers  and  even  tears  of  his  comrades 
dissuade  him  from  his  purpose. 

The  stratagem  of  the  Spaniards,  however,  was  unavailing. 
Their  retreat  was  perceived,  and  at  daybreak,  to  their  dismay, 
they  found  themselves  surrounded  by  three  squadrons  of  savages. 
Unable,  in  their  haggard  state,  to  make  head  against  so.  many 
foes,  they  remained  drawn  up  all  day  on  the  defensive,  some 
watching  while  others  reposed.  At  night  they  lit  their  fires  and' 
again  attempted  to  make  a  secret  retreat  The  Indians,  however, 
were  as  usual  on  their  traces,  and  Vounded  several  with  arrows. 
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ihrew  themselyes  on  the  earth  panting  with  fatigue  and  abandoned 
to  despair.  A  savage  wilderness,  filled  with  still  more  savage 
foes,  was  on  one  side,  on  the  other  the  roaring  sea.  How  were 
they  to  extricate  themselves  from  these  surrounding  perils  ? 
While  reflecting  on  their  desperate  situation,  they  heard  the 
voices  of  Indians.  On  looking  cautiously  round,  they  beheld  four 
.canoes  entering  a  neighboring  creek.  A  party  was  immediately 
dispatched  who  came  upon  the  savages  by  surprise,  drove  them 
into  the  woods,  and  seized  upon  the  canoes.  In  these  frail  barks 
the  Spaniards  escaped  from  their  perilous  neighborhood,  and, 
traversing  the  Gulf  of  St.  Michael,  landed  in  a  less  hostile  part, 
whence  they  set  out  a  second  time  across  the  mountains. 

It  is  needless  to  recount  the  other  hardships  they  endured, 
and  their  further  conflicts  with  the  Indians ;  suffice  it  to  say,  afler 
a  series  of  almost  incredible  sufferings  and  disasters,  they  at 
length  arrived  in  a  battered  and  emaciated  condition  at  Darien. 
Throughout  all  their  toils  and  troubles,  however,  they  had  man- 
aged to  preserve  a  part  of  the  treasure  gained  in  the  islands ; 
especially  the  pearls  given  them  by  the  cacique  of  Isla  Rica. 
These  were  objects  of  universal  admiration.  One  of  them  was 
put  up  at  auction,  and  bought  by  Pedrarias,  and  was  atlerwards 
presented  by  his  wife  Dofia  Isabella  de  Bobadilla  to  the  empress, 
who,  in  return,  gave  her  four  thousand  ducats.* 

Such  was  the  cupidity  of  the  colonists,  that  the  sight  of  these 
pearls  and  the  reputed  wealth  of  the  islands  of  the  Southern  Sea, 
and  the  kingdoms  on  its  borders,  made  far  greater  impression  on 
the  public  mind,  than  the  tale  told  by  the  adventurers  of  the  hor- 
rors they  had  past ;  and  every  one  was  eager  to  seek  these  wealthy 
regions  beyond  the  mountiuns. 


*  Herrera,  Hist.  Ind.,  decad.  ii.  lib.  i.  cap.  4. 
VOL.  III.  10* 
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became  so  weakened  by  tbeae  repeated  losses,  and  tbe  savages  so 
emboldened  by  success,  that  tbe  latter  beleagaered  it  with  their 
forces,  harassed  it  by  as^ults  and  ambuscades,  and  reduced  it  to 
great  extremity.  Such  was  the  alarm  in  Darien,  says  the  Bishop 
Las  Casas,  that  the  people  feared  to  be  burnt  in  their  houses. 
They  kept  a  watchful  eye  upon  the  mountains,  the  plains,  and 
the  very  branches  of  the  trees.  Their  imaginations  were  in- 
fected  by  their  fears.  If  th^y  looked  towards  the  land,  the  long 
waving  grass  of  the  Savannas  appeared  to  them  to  be  moving 
•hosts  of  Indians.  If  they  looked  towards  the  sea,  they  fancied 
they  beheld  .fleets  of  canoes  in  the  distance.  Pedrarias  endea- 
vored to  prevent  all  rumors  from  abroad  that  might  increase  this 
fevered  state  of  alarm ;  nt  the  same  time  he  ordered  the  smelt- 
ing-house  to  be  closed,  whidh  was  never  done  but  in  time  of  war. 
This  was  done  at  the  suggestion  of  the  bishop,  who  caused 
prayers  to  be  put  up,  and  fasts  proclaimed,  to  avert  the  impend- 
ing calamities. 

While  Pedrarias  was  harassed  and  perplexed  by  these  com- 
plicated evils,  he  was  haunted  by  Continual  apprehensions  of  the 
ultimate  ascendency  of  Vasco  Nunez.  He  knew  him  to  be  be- 
loved by  the  people,  and  befriended  by  the  bishop  ;  and  he  had 
received  proofs  that  his  services  were  highly  appreciated  by  the 
king.  He  knew  also  that  representations  had  been  sent  home  by 
him  and  his  partisans,  of  the  evils  and  abuses  of  the  colony  under 
the  present  rule,  and  of  Ae  necessity  of  a  more  active  and  efl^ 
cient  governor.  He  dreaded  lest  these  representations  should 
ultimately  succeed ;  that  he  should  be  undermined  in  the  royal 
favor,  and  Vasco  Nunez  be  elevated  upon  his  ruins. 

The  politic  bishop  perceived  the  uneasy  state  of  the  gover- 
nor's mind,  and  endeavored,  by  means  of  his  apprehensions,  to 
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effect  that  reconciliation  which  he  had  sought  in  vain  to  prodnoe 
through  more  generous  motives.  He  represented  to  him  that  his 
treatment  of  Yasco  Nunez  was  odious  in  the  eyes  of  the  people, 
and  must  eventuallj  draw  on  him  the  displeasure  of  his  sovereign. 
"  But  why  persist,"  added  he,  "in  driving  a  man  to  become  your 
deadliest  enemy,  whom  you  may  grapple  to  your  side  as  your 
firmest  friend  ?  You  have  several  daughters — give  him  one  in 
marriage ;  you  will  then  have  for  a  son-in-l&w  a  man  of  merit 
and  popularity,  who  is  a  hidalgo  by  birth,  and  a  favorite  of  the 
king.  You  are  advanced  in  life  and  infirm ;  he  is  in  the  prime 
and  vigor  of  his  days,  and  possessed  of  great  activity.  .  You  can 
make  him  your  lieutenant ;  and  while  you  repose  from  your  toils, 
he  can  carry  on  the  affairs  of  the  colony  with  spirit  and  enter- 
prise ;  and  all  his  achievements  will  redound  to  the  advancement 
of  your  family  and  the  splendor  of  your  administration." 

The  governor  and  his  lady  were  won  by  the  eloquence  of  the 
bishop,  and  readily  listened  to  his  suggestion ;  and  Yasco  Nunez 
was  but  too  happy  to  effect  a  reconciliation  on  such  flattering 
terms.  Written  articles  were  accordingly  drawn  up  and  ex- 
changed, contracting  a  marriage  between  him  and  the  eldest 
daughter  of  Pedrarias.  The  young  lady  was  then  in  Spain,  but 
was  to  be  sent  for,  and  the  nuptials  were  to  be  celebrated  on  tee 
arrival  at  Darien. 

Having  thus  fulfilled  his  office  of  peace-maker,  and  settled,  as 
he  supposed,  all  feuds  and  jealousies  on  the  sure  and  permanent 
foundation  of  family  alliance,  the  worthy  bishop  departed  shortly 
afterwards  for  Spain. 
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materials  of  four  brigantines  to  be  launched  into  the  South  Sea. 
The  timber  was  felled  on  the  Atlantic  seaboard ;  and  was  then, 
with  the  anchors  and  rigging,  transported  across  the  lofly  ridge 
of  fountains  to  the  opposite  shores  of  the  Isthmus.  Several 
Spaniards,  thirty  Negroes,  and  a  great  number  of  Indians  were 
employed  for  the  purpose.  They  had  no  other  roads  but  Indian 
paths,  straggling  through  almost  impervious  forests,  across  tor- 
rents, and  up  rugged  defiles,  broken  by  rocks  and  precipices.  In 
this  way  they  toiled  like  ants  up  the  mountains,  with  their  pen- 
dexpus  burthens,  under  the  scorching  rays  of  a  tropical  sun. 
Many  of  the  poor  Indians  sank  by  the  lyay  and  perished  under 
this  stupendous  task.  The  Spaniards  and  Negroes,  beihg  of 
hardier  constitutions,  were  better  able  to  cope  with  the  incredible 
hardships  to  which  they  were  subjected.  On  the  summit  of  the 
mountains  a  house  had  been  provided  for  their  temporary  repose. 
After  remaining  here  a  little  time  to  refiresh  themselves  and  gaiu 
new  strength,  they  renewed  their  labors,  descending  the  opposite 
side  of  the  mountains  until  they  reached  the  navigable  part  of  a' 
river,  which  they  called  th^  Balsas,  and  which  flowed  into  the 
Pacific. 

Much  time  and  trouble,  and  many  lives  were  expended  on 
this  arduous  undertaking,  before  they  had  transported  to  the  river 
sufficient  timber  for  two  brigantines ;  whUe  the  timber  for  the  other 
two,  and  the  rigging  and  munitions  for  the  whole,  yet  remained  to 
be  brought.  To  add  to  their  difficulties,  they  had  scarcely  begun 
to  work  upon  the  timber  before  they  discovered  that  it^as  totally 
useless,  being  subject  to  the  ravages  of  the  worms .  from  having 
been  cut  in  the  vicinity  of  salt  water.  They  were  obliged,  there^ 
fore,  to  begin  anew,  and  fell  trees  on  the  border  of  the  river. 

Yasco  Nunev  maintained  his  patience  and  perseverance,  and 
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displayed  admirable  management  nnder  these  delays  and  difficul- 
ties. Their  supply  of  food  being  scanty,  he  divided  his  people, 
Spaniards,  Negroes,  and  Indians,  into  three  bands ;  one  was  to 
cot  and  saw  the  wood,  another  to  bring  the  rigging  and  iron-work 
from  Ada,  which  was  twenty-two  leagues  distant;  and  the  third 
to  forage  the  neighboring  country  for  provisions. 

Scarcely  was  the  timber  feUed  and  shaped,  for  use  when  the 
xains  set  in,  and  the  river  sweUed  and  overflowed  its  banks  so 
suddenly,  that  the  workmen  barely  escaped  with  their  lives,  by 
clambering  into  trees ;  while  the  wood  on  which  they  had  been 
working  was  either  buried  in  sand  or  slime,  or  swept  away  by  the 
raging  torrent.  Famine  was  soon  added  to  their  other  distresses. 
The  foraging  party  did  not  return  with  food ;  and  the  swelling  of 
the  river  cut  them  off  from  that  part  of  the  country  whence  they 
obtained  their  supplies.  They  were  reduced,  therefore,  to  such 
scarcity,  as  to  be  iain  to  assuage  their  hunger  with  roots  gathered 
in  the  forests. 

In  this  extremity  the  Indians  bethought  themselves  of  one  of 
their  rude  and  simple  expedients.  Plunging  into  the  river  they 
fastened  a  number  of  logs  together  with  withes,  and  connected 
them  with  the  opposite  bank,  so  as  to  make  a  floating  bridge.  On 
this  a  party  of  the  Spaniards  crossed  with  great  difficulty  and 
peril,  from  the  violence  of  the  current,  and  the  flexibility  of  the 
bridge,  which  often  sank  beneath  them  until  the  water  rose  above 
their  girdles.  On  being  safely  landed  they  foraged  the  neighbor- 
hood, and  procured  a  supply  of  provisions  sufficient  for  the  present 
emergency. 

When  the  river  subsided  the  workmen  again  resumed  their 
labors ;  a  number  of  recruits  arrived  from  Ada,  bringing  various 
supplies,  and  the  business  of  the  enterprise  was  pressed  with  re- 
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doubled  ardor,  until,  after  a  series  of  incredible  toils  and  hard- 
ships, Yasco  Nunez  had  the  satisfaction  to  behold  two  of  his 
brigantines  floating  on  the  river  Balsas.  As  soon  as  they  could 
be  equipped  for  sea,  he  embarked  in  them  with  as  manj  Span- 
iards as  they  could  carry ;  and,  issuing  from  the  river,  launched 
triumphantly  on  the  great  ocean  he  had  discovered. 

We  can  readily  imagine  the  exultation  of  this  intrepid  adven- 
turer, and  how  amply  he  was  repaid  for  all  his  sufferings,  when 
he  first  spread  a  sail  on  that  untraversed  ocean,  and  felt  that  the 
range  of  an  unknown  world  was  open  to  him. 

There  are  points  in  the  history  of  these  Spanish  discoveries 
of  the  western  hemisphere,  which  make  us  pause  with  wonder 
and  admiration  at  the  daring  spirit  of  the  men  who  conducted 
them,  and  the  appalling  difficulties  surmounted  by  their  courage 
and  perseverance.  We  kn^w  few  instances,  however,  more 
striking  than  this  piecemeal  transportation,  across  the  mountains 
of  Darien,  of  the  firs^  European  ships  that  ploughed  the  waves 
of  the  Pacific ;  and  we  can  readily  excuse  the  boast  of  the  old 
Castilian  writers,  when  they  exclaim^  '^  that  none  but  Spaniards 
could  ever  have  conceived  or  persisted  in  such  an  undertaking ; 
and  no  commander  in  the  New  World  but  Yasco  Nunez  could 
have  conducted  it  to  a  successful  issue."* 

*  Herrera,  decad.  ii.  lib.  ii.  cap.  11. 
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CHAPTER  XXV. 


OBUISE   OF    YASCO    KlXNfEZ    IN    THB    SOUTHERN   SEA.— BUMOBS 
FROM  ACLA. 

The  first  cruise  of  Vasoo  Nunez  was  to  the  group  of  Pearl 
Islands,  on  the  principal  one  of  which  he  disembarked  the  greater 
part  of  his  crews,  and  dispatched  the  brigan tines  to  the  main-land 
to  bring  off  the  remainder.  It  was  his  intention  to  construct  the 
other  two  vessels  of  his  proposed  squadron  at  this  island.  During 
the  absence  of  the  brigantines  he  ranged  the  island  with  his  men, 
to  collect  provisions,  and  to  establish  a  complete  sway  over  the 
natives.  On  the  return  of  his  vessels,  and  while  preparations 
were  making  for  the  building  of  the  others,  he  embarked  with  a 
hundred  men,  and  departed  on  a  reconnoitering  cruise  to  the  east- 
ward, towards  the  region  pointed  out  bj  the  Indians  as  abounding 
in  riches. 

Having  passed  about  twenty  leagues  beyond  the  Gulf  of  San 
Miguel,  the  mariners  were  alarmed  at  beholding  a  great  number 
of  whales,  which  resembled  a  reef  of  rocks  stretching  far  into 
the  sea,  and  lashed  by  breakers.  In  an  unknown  ocean  like  this 
every  unusual  object  is  apt  to  inspire  alarm.  The  seamen  feared 
to  approach  these  fancied  dangers  in  the  dark ;  Vasco  Nunez  an- 
chored, therefore,  for  the  night,  tinder  a  point  of  land,  intending 
to  continue  in  the  same  direction  on  the  following  day.  When 
the  morning  dawned,  however,  the  wind  had  changed,  and  was 
contrary ;  whereupon  he  altered  his  course,  and  thus  abandoned 
a  cruise,  which,  if  persevered  in,  might  have  terminated  in  the 
discovery  of  Peru !  Steering  for  the  main-land,  he  anchored  on 
that  part  of  the  coast  governed  by  the  cacique  Chuchami,  who 
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had  massacred  Bernardo  Morales  and  his  companions,  when 
reposing  in  his  village.  Here  landing  with  his  men,  Vasco  Nunez 
came  suddenly  upon  the  dwelling  of  the  cacique.  The  Indians 
saUied  forth  to  defend  their  homes,  but  were  routed  with  great 
loss ;  and  ample  vengeance  was  taken  upon  them  for  their  out- 
rage upon  the  laws  of  hospitality.  Having  thus  avenged  the 
death  of  his  countrymen,  Yasco  Nunez  re-embarked  and  returned 
to  Isla  Rica. 

He  now  applied  himself  diligently  to  complete  the  building 
of  his  brigantines,  dispatching  men  to  Acla  to  bring  the  necessary 
stores  and  rigging  across  the  mountains.  Whije  thus  occupied,  a 
rumor  reached  him  that  a  new  governor  named  Lope  -de  Sosa 
was  coming  out  from  Spain  to  supersede  Pedrarias.  Yasco 
Nunez  was  troubled  at  these  tidings.  A  new  governor  would  be 
likely  to  adopt  new  measures,  or  to  have  new  favorites.  He 
feared,  therefore,  that  some  order  might  come  to  suspend  or  em- 
barrass his  expedition ;  or  that  the  command  of  it  might  be  given 
to  atiother.  In  this  perplexity  he  held  a  consultation  with  several 
of  his  confidential  officers. 

After  some  debate,  it  was  agreed  among  them  that  a  trus^ 
and  intelligent  person  should  be  sent  as  a  stK)ut  to  Acla,  under 
pretence  of  procuring  munitions  for  the  ships.  Should  he  find 
Pedrarias  in  quiet  possession  of  the  government,  he  was  to  ac* 
count  to  him  for  the  delay  of  the  expedition ;  to  request  that  the 
time  allotted  to  it  might  be  extended,  and  to  request  reinforce- 
ments and  supplies.  Should  he  find,  however,  a  new  governor 
actually  arrived,  he  was  to  return  immediately  with  the  tidings. 
In  such  case  it  was  resolved  to  put  to  sea  before  any  contrary 
orders  could  arrive,  trusting  eventually  to  excuse  themselves  oa 
the  plea  of  zeal  and  good  intentions. 
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out  tidings  being  received  from  the  expedition.  There  were  de- 
signing and  prejudiced  persons  at  hand,  who  perceived  and 
quickened  these  jealous  feelings  of  the  governor.  Among  these 
was  the  Bachelor  Corral,  who  cherished  a  deep  grudge  agsunst 
Yasco  Nunez  for  having  once  thrown  him  into  prison  for  his 
factious  conduct ;  and  Alonzo  de  la  Puente,  the  royal  treasurer, 
whom  Yasoo  Nunez  had  a£fronted  by  demanding  the  reffajment 
of  a  loan.  Such  was  the  tempest  gradually  gathering  in  the 
factious  little  colony  of  Darieh. 

The  subsequent  conduct  of  .Grarabito  gives  much  confirmation 
to  the  charge  of  perfidy  advanced  against  him.  When  he  arriv^ 
at  Ada  he  found  that  Pedrarias  remained  in  possesion  of  the 
government ;  for  his  intended  successor  had  died  in  the  very  har- 
bor. The  conduct  and  conversation  of  Garabito  was  such  as  to 
arouse  suspicions ;  he  was  arrested,  and  his  papers  and  letters 
were  sfent  to  Pedrarias.  When  examined,  he  readily  suffered 
himself  to  be  wrou^t  upon  by  threats  of  punishment  and 
promises  of  pardon,  and  revealed  all  that  he  knew,  and  de- 
dared,  still  more  that  he  suspected  and  surmised,  of  the  plans 
and  intentions  of  Vaaco  Nunez. 

The  arrest  of  Grarabito,  and  the  seizure  of  his  letters,  pro- 
duced a  great  agitation  at  Darien.  It  was  considered  a  revival 
of  the  andent  animosity  between  the  governor  and  Vaaoo  Nunez, 
and  the  friends  of  the  latter  trembled  for  his  safety. 

Hernando  de  Arguello,  especially,  was  in  great  alarm.  He 
bad  embarked  the  most  of  his  fortune  in  the  expedition^  and  the 
failure  of  it  would  be  ruinous  to  him.  He  wrote  to  Yasco  Nunez 
informing  him  of  the  critical  posture  of  affiurs,  and  urging  him 
to  put  to  sea  without  delay.  He  would  be  protected  at  all  events, 
he  said,  by  the  Jeronimite  Fathers  at.  San  Domingo,  who  were  at 
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health,  with  four  brigatitines  and  three  hundred  men  at  my  com- 
mand, and  on  the  point  of  exploring  this  great  southern  ocean." 

At  this  fated  juncture,  saj  the  chroniclers,  arrived  the  hypo- 
critical letter  of  Pedrarias,  inviting  him  to  an  interview  at  Acla  I 
The  discreet  reader  will  decide  for  himself  what  credit  to  give  to 
this  anecdote,  or  rather,  what  allowances  to  make  for  the  little 
traits  of  coincidence  gratuitously  added  to  the  original'  fact  by 
writers  who  delight  in  the  marvelous.  The  tenor  of  this  letter 
awakened  no  suspicion  in  the  breast  of  Yasco  Nunez,  who  re- 
posed entire  confidence  in  the  amity  of  the  governor  as  his 
intended  father-in-law,  and  appears  to  have  been  unconscious  of 
any  thing  in  his  own  conduct  that  could  warrant  hostility.  Leav- 
ing his  ships  in  command  of  Francisco  Companon,  he  departed 
immediately  to  meet  the  governor  at  Acla,  unattended  by  any 
armed  force.  • 

The  messengers  who  had  brought  the  letter  maintained  at  first 
a  cautious  silence  as  to  the  events  which  had  transpired  at  Darien. 
They  were  gradually  won,  however,  by  the  frank  and  genial 
manners  of  Yasco  Nunez,  and  grieved  to  see  so  gallant^  a  soldier 
hunying  into  the  snare.  Having  crossed  the  mountains,  and 
drawn  near  to  Acla,  their  kind  feelings  got  the  better  of  their 
caution,  and  they  revealed  the  true  nature  of  their  errand,  and 
the  hostile  intentions  of  Pedrarias.  Yasco  Nunez  was  struck 
with  astonishment  at  the  recital;  but,  being  unconscious,  it. is 
said,  of  any  evil  intention,  he  could  scarcely  credit  this  sudden 
hostility  in  a  man  who  had  but  recently  promised  him  his  daugh- 
ter in  marriage.  He  imagined  the  whole  to  be  some  groundless 
jealousy  which  his  own  appearance  would  dispel,  and  accordingly 
Continued  on  his  journey.  He  had  not  proceeded  far,  however, 
when  "he  was  met  by  a  band  of  armed  men,  led  by  Francisco 
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Pi^arro.  The  latter  stepped  forward  to  arrest  his  ancient  com- 
mander. Yasco  Nunez  paused  for  a  moment,  and  regarded  him 
with  a  lck)k  of  reproachful  astonishment  "  How  is  this,  Fran- 
cisco ?**  exclaimed  he.  "Is  this  the  way  you  have  heen  accus- 
tomed to  receive  me  T*  Offering  no  further  remonstrance,  he 
suffered  himself  quietly  to  he  taken  prisoner  hy  his  former  adhe- 
rent, and  conducted  in  chains  to  Ada.  Here  he  was  thrown  into 
prison,  and  Bartolome  Hurtadp,  once  his  favorite  officer,  was  sent 
to  take  command  of  his  squadron. 


CHAPTER  XXVin.  • 

TRIAL    OP    VABCO    NU5fEZ. 


Don  Pbdbabias  concealed,  his  exultation  at  the  success  of  the 
stratagem  by  which  he  had  ensnared  his  generous  and  confiding 
rival.  He  even  visited  him  in  prison,  and  pretended  deep  con- 
cern at  being  obliged  to  treat  him  with  this  temporary  rigoi; 
attributing  it  entirely  to  certain  accusations,  lodged  against  him 
by  the  Treasurer,  Alonzo  de  la  Puente,  which  his  official  situation 
compelled  him  to  notice  and  investigate. 

"  Be  not  afflicted,  however,  my  son  I"  said  the  hjrpocrite,  ^  an 
investigation  will,  doubtless,  not  merely  establish  your  innocence, 
but  serve  to  render  your  zeal  and  loyalty  towards  your  sovereign 
still  more  conspicuous.'' 

While  Pedrarias  assumed  this  soothing  tone  towards  bis  pris- 
oner, he  urged  the  alcalde  mayor,  Espinosa,  to  proceed  against 
him  with  the  utmost  rigor  of  the  law. 

The  charge  brought  against  him  of  a  treasonable  oonspinu^ 
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to  cast  off  all  allegiance  to  the  crown,  and  to  assume  an  indepen- 
dent sway  on  the  borders  of  the  Southern  Sea,  was  principally 
supported  by  the  confessions  of  Andres  Grarabito.  The  evidence 
is  also  cited  of  a  soldier,  who  stood  sentinel  one  night  near  the 
quarters  of  Vasco  Nunez  pn  Isla  J^ca,  and  who,  being  driven  to 
take  shelter  fixmi  the  rain  under  the  eaves  of  his  house,  overheard 
a  conversation  between  that  commander  and  certain^of  his  officers, 
wherein  they  agreed  to  put  to  sea  with  the  squadron  on  their  own 
account,  «nd  to  set  the  governor  at .  defiance.  This  testiaKmy, 
according  to  Las  Casas,  arose  from  a  misconstruction  on  the  part 
of  the  sentinel,  who  only  heard  a  portion  of  their  conversation, 
relating  to  their  intention  of  sailing  without  waiting  for  orders,  in 
case  a  new  governor  should  arrive  ta  supersede  Pedrarias. 

The  governor  in  the  meantime  informed  himself  from  day  to 
day  and  hour  to  hour,  of  the  progress  of  the  trial,  and,  consider- 
ing the  evidence  sufficiently  strong  to  warrant  his  personal  hos- 
tility, he  now  paid  another  visit  to  his  prisoner,  and,  throwing  off 
all  affectation  of  kindness,  upbraided  him  in  the  most  passionate 
manner. 

<<  Hitherto,''  said  he,  ^  I  have  treated  you  as  a  son,  because  I 
thought  you  loyal  to  your  king,  and  to  me  as  his  representative ; 
but  as  I  find  you  have  meditated  rebellion  against  the  crown  of 
Castile,  I  cast  you  off  fixmi  my  affection,  and  shall  henceforth 
treat  you  as  an  enemy." 

Vasco  Nu&ez  indignantly  repelled  the  charge,  and  appealed 
to  the  confiding  frankness  of  his  conduct  as  a  proof  of  his  inno- 
cence. ^^  Had  I  been  conscious  of  my  guilt,"  said  he,  "  what 
could  have  induced  me  to  come  here  and  put  myself  into  your 
hands?  Had  I  meditated  rebellion,  what  prevented  me  from 
carrying  it  into  effect  ?    I  had  four  ships  ready  to  weigh  anchor, 
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three  hundred  brave  men  at  mj  command,  and  an  open  sea  before 
me.  What  had  I  to  do  but  to  spread  sail  and  press  forward  ? 
There  was  no  doubt  of  finding  a  land,  whether  rich  or  poor,  suf- 
ficient for  me  fuid  mine,  far  beyond  the  reach  of  jour  control.  In 
the  innocence  of  my  heart,  however,  I  ctime  here  promptly,  at 
your  mere  request,  and  my  reward  is  slander,  indignity,  and 
chmns!" 

The  noble  and  ingenuous  appeal  of  Yaseo  Nunez  had  no 
effect  on  the  prejudiced  feelings  of  the  governor :  on  the  contrary, 
he  was  but  the  more  exasperated  against  his  prisoner,  and  ordered 
that  his  irons  should  be  doubled. 

The  trial  was  now  urged  by  him  with  increased  eagerness. 
Lest  the  present  accusation  should  not  be  sufficient  to  effect  the 
ruin  of  his  victim,  the  old  inquest  into  his  conduct  as  governor, 
which  had  remained  suspended  for  many  years,  was  revived,  and 
he  was  charged  anew  with  the  wrongs  inflicted  on  the  Bachelor 
Enciso,  and  with  the  death  of  the  unfortunate  Nicuesa. 

Notwithstanding  all  these  charges,  the  trial  went  on  slowly, 
with  frequent  delays,  for  the  alcalde  mayor,  Graspar  de  Espinosa, 
seems  to  have  had  but  little  relish  for  the  task  assigned  him,  and 
to  have  needed  frequent  spurring  from  the  eager  and  passionate 
goven^or.  .  He  probably  considered  the  aoeosed  as  technically 
guilty,  though  innocent  of  all  intentional  rebellion,  but  was 
ordered  to  decide  according  to  the  strict  letter  of  the  law.  He 
therefore,  at  length,  gave  a  reluctant  verdict  against  Vasco  Nunez, 
but  recommended  him  to  mercy,  on  account  of  his  great  services, 
or  entreated  that,  at  least  he  might  be  permitted  to  appeal  ^  No,** 
said  the  unrelenting  Pedrarias ;  ^'  if  he  has  merited  death,  let  him 
suffer  death !"  He  accordingly  condemned  him  to  be  beheaded. 
The  same  sentence  was  passed  upon  several  of  his  officers,  who 
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were  implicated  in  his  alleged  oonspiracj ;  among  these  was  Her- 
nando de  Argaello,  who  had  written  the  letter  to  Vasco  Nunez, 
informing  him  af  the  arrest  of  his  messenger,  and  advising  him 
to  put  to  sea,  without  heeding  the  hostility  of  Pedrarias.  As  to 
the  perfidious  informer  Garabito,  he  was  pardoned  and  set  at 
liberty. 

In  considering  this  case  as  far  as  we  are  enabled,  from  the 
imperfect  testimony  on  record,  we  are  inclined  to  think  it  one 
where  passion  and  self-interest  interfered  with  the  pure  adminis- 
tration of  jusdce.  Pedrarias  had  always  considered  Yasco  Nunez 
as  a  dangerous  rival,  and,  though  his  jealousy  had  been  for  some 
time  lulled  by  looking  on  him  as  an  intended  son-in-law,  it  was 
revived  by  the  suggestion  that  he  intended  to  evade  his  alliance 
and  dispute  his  authority.  His  exasperated  feelings  hurried  him 
too  far  to  retreat,  and,  having  loaded  his  prisoner  with  chains 
and  indignities,  his  death  became  indispensable  to  his  own  secu- 
rity. 

For  our  own  part,  we  have  little  doubt  that  it  was  the  fixed 
intention  of  Yasco  Nunez,  afler  he  had  mice  succeeded  in  the 
arduous  undertaking  of  transporting  his  ships  across  the  moun- 
tains, to  suffer  no^  capricious  order  from'  Pedrarias,  nor  any  other 
governor,  to  defeat  ijne  enterprise  which  he  had  so  long  meditated 
and  for  which  he  had  so  laboriously  prepared.  It  is  probahle  he 
may  have  expre^ed  such  general  determination  in  the  hearing 
of  Gkuabito  and  of  others  of  his  companions.  We  can  find  ample 
excuse  for  such  a  resolution  in  his  consciousness  of  his  own  de- 
serts ;  his  experience  of  past  hinderances  to  his  expedition,  arising 
from  the  jealousy  of  others ;  his  feeling  of  some  degree  of  autho- 
rity, from  his  office  of  Adelantado ;  and  his  knowledge  of  the 
fiivorable  disposition  and  kind  intentions  of  his  sovereign  towards 
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him.  We  acquit  him  entirely  of  the  senseless  idea  of  rebelling 
against  the  crown ;  and  suggest  these  considerations  in  palliation 
of  any  meditated  disobedience  of  Pedrarias,  should  such  a  charge 
be  supposed  to  have  been  substantiated. 


CHAPTER  XXIX. 

EXECTTTION   OP  VASCO  NUSf^Z. 

[1517.]   : 

It  was  a  day  of  gloom  and  horror  at  Acla,  when  Yasco  Nunei 
and  his  companions  were  led  forth  to  execution.  The  populace 
were  moved  to  tears  at  the  unhappy  fate  of  a  man,  whose  gallant 
deeds  had  excited  their  admiration,  and  whose  generous  qualities 
had  won  their  hearts.  Most  of  them  regarded  him  as  the  victim 
of  a  jealous  tyrant ;  and  even  those  who  thought  him  guilty  saw 
something  brave  and  brilliant  in  the  very  crime  imputed  to  hini. 
Such,  however,  was  the  general  dread  inspired  by  the  severe 
measul^  of  Pedrarias,  that  no  one  dared  lift  up  his  voice,  either 
in  murmur  or  remonstrance. 

The  public  crier  walked  before  Yasco  Nunez,  proclaiming : 
^  This  is  the  punishment  inflicted  by  command  of  the  king  and 
his  lieutenant,  Don  Pedrarias  Davila,  on  this  man,  as  a  traitor 
and  an  usurper  of  the  territories  of  the  crown." 

When  Yasco  Nunez  heard  these  words,  he  exclaimed,  indig- 
nantly, ^  It  is  false !  never  did  such  a  crime  enter  my  mind.  I 
have  ever  served  my  king  with  truth  and  loyalty,  and  sought  to 
augment  his  dominions." 
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These  words  were  of  no  avail  in  his  extremity,  but  they  were 
fullj  believed  by  the  populace. 

The  execution  took  place  in  the  public  square  of  Ada ;  and 
we  are  assured  by  the  historian  Oviedo,  who  was  in  the  colony  at 
the  time,  that  the  cruel  Pedrarias  was  a  secret  witness  of  the 
bloody  spectacle ;  which  he  contemplated  from  between  ths 
reeds  oi  the  wall  of  a  house,  about  twelve  paces  from  the  scaf- 
fold!* 

Yasco  Nunes  was  the  first  to  suffer  death.  Having  confessed 
himself  and  partaken  of  the  sacrament,  he  ascended  the  scaffold 
with  a  firm  step  and  a  cakn  and  manly  demeanor ;  and,  laying 
his  head  upon  the  block,  it  was  severed  in  an  instant  fh>m  his 
body.  Three  of  his  officers,  Yalderrabano,  Botello,  and  Heman 
Munos,  were  in  like  manner  brought  one  by  one  to  the  blocks 
and  the  day  had  nearly  expired  before  the  last  of  them  was  exe- 
cuted. 

One  victim  still  remained.  It  was  Hernando  de  Argnello, 
who  had  been  condemned  as  an  accomplice,  for  having  written 
the  intercepted  letter. 

The  populace  could  no  longer  restrun  their  feelings.  They 
bad  not  dared  to  intercede  for  Yasco  Nn&ez,  knowing  the  impla- 
cable enmity  of  Pedrarias ;  but  they  now  sou^t  the  governor^ 
and,  thro?ring  themselves  at  his  feet,  entreated  that  this  man 
might  be  spared,  as  he  had  taken  no  active  part  in  the  alleged 
treason.  The  daylight,  they  said,  was  at  an  end,  and  it  seemed 
as  if  God  had  hastened  the  night  to  prevent  the  execution. 

The  stem  heart  of  Pedrarias  was  not  to  be  touched.  ^  No,** 
said  he,  ^  I  would  sooner  die  myself  than  spare  one  <^  them." 
The  unfortunate  Arguello  was  led  to  the  block.    The  brief  tro* 

•  Oriedo,  Hist.  Ind.,  p.  3,  oap.  9,  MS. 
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FORTUNES  OF  VALDIYIA  AND  HIS  COMPANIONS. 

It  was  in  the  year  1512  that  Yaldivia,  the  regidor  of  Darien, 
was  sent  to  Hispaniola  by  Yasco  Nunez  de  Balboa  for  reinforoe- 
menta  and  supplies  for  the  colony.  He  set  sail  in  a  caravel,  and 
pursued  his  voyage  prosperously  until  he  arrived  in  sight  of  the 
island  of  Jamaica.  Here  he  was  encountered  by  one  of  the 
violent  hurricanes  which  sweep  those  latitudes,  and  driven  on  the 
shoals  and  sunken  rocks  called  the  Vipers,  since  infamous  for 
many  a  shipwreck.  His  vessel  isoon  went  to  pieces,  and  Yaldivia 
and  his  crew,  consisting  of  twenty  men,  escaped  with  difficulty  in 
the  boat,  without  having  time  to  secure  a  supply  either  of  water 
or  provisions.  Having  no  sails,  and  their  oars  being  scarcely  fit 
for  use,  they  were  driven  about  for  thirteen  days,  at  the  mercy 
of  the  currents  of  those  unknown  seas.  During  this  time  their 
sufferings  from  hunger  and  thirst  were  indescribable.  Seven  of 
their  number  perished,  and  the  rest  were  nearly  famished  when 
they  were  stranded  on  the  eastern  coast  of  Yucatan,  in  a  province 
called  Maya.  Here  they  were  set  upon  by  the  natives,  who 
broke  their  boat  in  pieces,  and  carried  them  off  captive  to  the 
cacique  of  the  province,  by  whose  orders  they  were  mewed  up  in 
a  kind  of  pen. 

At  first  their  situation  appeared  tolerable  enough,  considering 
the  horrors  from  which  they  had  escaped.    They  were  closely 
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confined,  it  is  true,  but  they  bad  plenty  to  eat  and  drink,  and 
soon  began  to  recover  flesb  and  vigor.  In  a  little  wbile,  bowever, 
tbeir  enjoyment  of  this  good  cbeer  met  with  a  sudden  check,  for 
the  unfortunate  Yaldivia,  and  four  of  bis  companions,  were  singled 
out  by  the  cacique,  on  account  of  their  improved  condition,  to  be 
offered  up  to  his  idols.  The  natives  of  this  coast,  in  fact,  were 
cannibals,  devouring  the  flesh  of  their  enemies  and  of  such  stran- 
gers  as  fell  into  their  hands.  The  wretched  Yaldivia  and  bis 
fellow  victims,  therefore,  were  sacrificed  in  the  bloody  temple 
of  the  idol,  and  their  limbs  were  afterwards,  served  up  at  a  grand 
feast  held  by  the  cacique  and  his  subjects. 

The  horror  .of  the  survivors  maybe  more  readily  imagined 
than  described.  Their  hearts  died  within  them  when  they  heard 
the  yells  and  bowlings  of  the  savages  over  their  victims,  and  the 
still  more  horrible  revelry  of  their  cannibal  orgies.  They  turned 
with  loathing  from  the  food  set  so  abundantly  before  them,  at 
the  idea  that  it  was  but  intended  to  fatten  th^m  for  a  future 
banquet 

Recovering  from  the  first  stupor  of  alarm,  their  despair  lent 
them  additional  force.  They  succeeded  in  breaking  in  the  night 
from  the  kind  of  cage  in  which  they  were  confined,  and  fied  to 
the  depths  of  the  forest  Here  they  wandered  about  forlorn, 
exposed  to  all  the  dangers  and  miseries  of  the  wilderness ;  famish- 
ing with  hunger,  yet  dreading  to  approach  the  haunts  of  men. 
At  length  their  sufferings  drove  them  forth  from  the  woods  into 
another  part  of  the  country,  where  they  were  again  taken  cap- 
tive. The  cacique  of  this  province,  however,. was  an  enemy  to 
the  one  from  whom  they  had  escaped,  and  of  less  cruel  propensi- 
ties. He  spared  their  lives  and  contented  himself  with  making 
them  slaves,  exacting  from  them  the  severest  labor.    They  had 
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to  cut  and  draw  wood,  to  procure  water  from  a  distance,  and  to 
carrj  enormous  burdens.  The  cacique  died  soon  afler  their  cap- 
ture, and  was  succeeded  by  another  called  Taxmar.  He  was  a 
chief  of  some  talent  and  sagacity,  but  he  continued  the  same 
rigorous  treatment  of  the  captives.  By  degrees  they  sank  be- 
neath the  hardships  of  their  lot,  until  only  two  were  left ;  one  of 
them  a  sturdy  sailor  named  Gonzalo  Guerrero,  the  other  a  kind 
of  ^clerical  adyenturer  named  Jeronimo  de  Aguilar.  The  sailor 
had  the  good  luck  to  be  transferred  to  the  service  of  the  cacique 
of  the  neighboring  province  of  Chatemal,  by  whom  he  was  treated 
with  kindness.  Being  a  thorough  son  of  the  ocean,  seasoned  to 
all  weathers,  and  ready  for  any  chance  or  change,  he  soon  ac- 
commodated himself  to  his  ne^t:  situation,  followed  the  cacique  to 
the  wars,  rose  by  his  hardihood  and  prowess  to  be  a  distinguished 
warrior,  and  succeeded  in  gaining  the  heart  and  hand  of  an 
Indian- piincess. 

The  other  survivor,  Jeronimo  de  Aguilar,  was  of  a  different 
complexion.  He  was  a  native  of  Ecija,  in  Andalusia,  and  had 
been  brought  up,  to  the  church,  and  regularly  ordained,  and  shortly 
afterwards  had  sailed  in  one  of  the  expeditions  to  San  Domingo, 
whence  he  had  passed  to  Darien. 

He  proceeded  in  a  different  mode  from  that  adopted  by  his 
comrade,  the  sailor,  in  his  dealings  with  the  Indians,  and  in  one 
more  suited  to  his  opposite  calling.  Instead  of  playing  the  hero 
among  the  men,  and  the  gallant  among  the  women,  he  recollected 
his  priestly  obligations  to  humility  and  chastity.  Accordingly,  he 
made  himself  a  model  of  meekness  and  obedience  to  the  cacique 
and  his  warriors,  while  he  closed  his  eyes  to  the  charms  of  the  in- 
fidel women.  Nay,  in  the  latter  respect,  he  reinforced  his  clerical 
TOWS  by  a  solemn  promise  to  Ood  to  resist  all  temptations  of  the 
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were  allowed  but  one  hammock  to  sleep  in.  It  was  an  embar- 
rassing predicament — ^not  apparently  to  the  Indian  beauty,  but 
certainly  to  the  scrupulous  Jeronimo.  He  remembered,  however, 
his  double  vow,  and,  suspending  his  hammock  to '  two  trees,  re- 
signed it  to  his  companion ;  while,  lighting  a  fire  on  the  sea-shore, 
he  stretched  himself  before  it  on  the  sand.  It  was,  as  he  ac- 
knowledged, a  night  of  fearful  trial,  for  his  sandy  couch  was  cold 
and  cheerless,  the  hammock  warm  and  tempting ;  and  the  infidel 
damsel  had  been  instructed  to  assail  hiqi  with  all  manner  of  blan- 
dishments and  r^roaches.  His  resolution,  however,  though  often 
shaken,  was  never  overcome;  and  the  morning  dawned  upon 
him  still  £Buthful  to  his  vow. 

The  fishing  over,  he  returned  to  the  residence  of  the  caciquey 
where  his  companion  being  dosely  questioned  made  known  the 
triumph  of  his  self-denial  before  all  the  people.  From  that  time 
forward  he  was  held  in  great  respect;  the  cacique  especially 
treated  him  with  unlimited  confidence,  intrusting  to  him  the  care, 
not  merely  of  his  house,  but  of  his  wives,  during  his  occasional 
absence. 

Aguilar  now  felt  ambitious  of  rising  to  greater  consequence 
among  the  savages,  but  this  he  knew  was  only  to  be  done  by 
deeds  of  arms.  He  had  the  example  of  the  sturdy  seaman,  Qon-  . 
zalo  Guerrero,  before  his  eyes,  who  had  become  a  great  captain 
in  the  province  in  which  he  resided.  He  entreated  Taxmar, 
therefore,  to  intrust  him  with  bow  and  arrows,  buckler  and  war- 
club,  and  to  enroll  him  among  his  warriors.  The  cacique  com- 
plied. Aguiliur  soon  made  himself  expert  at  his  new  weapons, 
signalized  himself  repeatedly  in  battle,  and,  from  his  superior 
knowledge  of  the  arts  of  war,  rendered  Taxmar  such  essential 
service,  as  to  excite  the  jealousy  of  some  of  the  neighboring 
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caciques.  One  of  them  remonstrated  with  Taxmar  for  emplojing 
a  warrior  who  was  of  a  different  religion,  and  insisted  that  Agai- 
lar  should  be  sacrificed  to  their  gods.  ^^No,"  replied  Taxmar, 
^'  I  will  not  make  so  base  a  return  for  such  signal'  services : 
surely  the  gods  of  Aguilar  must  be  good)  since  they  aid  him  so 
effectually  in  maintaining  a  just  cause." 

The  cacique  was  so  incensed  at  this  reply  that  he  assembled 
his  warriors  and  marched  to  make  war  upon  Taxmar.  Many  of 
the  counselors  of  the  latter  urged  him  to  give  up  the  stranger 
who  was  the  cause  of  this  hostility.  Taxmar,  however,  rejected 
their  counsel  with  disdain  and  prepared  for  battle.  Aguilar 
assured  him  that  his  faith  in  the  Christians'  God  would  be 
rewarded  with  victory ;  he,  in  fact,  concerted  a  plan  of  battle, 
which  was  adopted.  Concealing  himself,  with  a  chosen  band  of 
warriors,  among  thickets  and  herbage,  he  suffered  the  enemy  to 
pass  by  in  making  their  attack.  Taxmar  and  his  host  pretended 
to  give  way  at  the  first  onset  The  foe  rushed  heedlessly  in  pur- 
suit ;  whereupon  Aguilar  and  his  ambuscade  assaulted  them  in 
the  rear.  Taxmar  turned  upon  them  in  front ;  they  were  thrown 
in  confusion,  routed  with  great  slaughter  a^d  many  of  their  chiefs 
taken  prisoners.  This  victory  gave  Taxmar  the  sway  over  the 
land,  and  strengthened  Aguilar  more  than  ever  in  his  gpod 
graces. 

Several  years  had  elapsed  in  this  manner,  when  intelligence 
was  brought  to  the  province  of  the  arrival  on  the  neighboring 
coast  of  great  vessels  of  wonderful  construction,  filled  with  white 
and  bearded  men,  who  fought  with  thunder  and  lightning.  It 
was,  in  fact,  the  squadron  of  Francisco  Hernandez  de  Cordova, 
then  on  a  voyage  of  discovery.  The  tidings  of  this  strange  inva- 
sion spread  consternation  through  the  country,  heightened,  if  we 
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may  credit  the  old  Spanish  writers,  hj  a  prophecy  current  among 
the  savages  of  these  parts,  and  uttered  in  former  times  by  a  priest 
named  Chilam  Cambal;  who  foretold  that  a  white  and  bearded 
people  wonld  come  from  the  region  of  the  rising  san,  who  would 
overturn  their  idols  and  subjugate  the  land. 

The  heart  of  Jeronimo  de  Aguilar  beat  quick  with  hope  when 
he  heard  of  European  ships  at  hand ;  he  was  distant  from  the 
coast,  however,  and  perceived  that  he  was  too  closely  watched  by 
the  Indians  to  have  any  chance  of  escape.  Dissembling  his  feel- 
ings, therefore,  he  affected  to  hear  of  the  ships  with  perfect  indif- 
ference, and  to  have  no  desire  to  join  the  strangers.  The  ships 
disappeared  from  the  coast,  and  he  remained  disconsolate  at  heart, 
but  was  regarded  with  increased  confidence  by  the  natives. 

His  hopes  were  again  revived  in  the  course  of  a  year  or  two 
by  the  arrival  on  the  coast  of  other  ships,  which  were  those 
commanded  by  Juan  de  Grijalva,  who  coasted  Yucatan  in  1518 ; 
Aguilar,  however,  was  again  prevented  by  the  jealous  watchful- 
ness of  the  Indians  from  attempting  his  escape,  and  when  this 
squadron  left  the  coast  he  considered  all  chance  of  deliverance  at 
an  end. 

Seven  years  had  gone  by  since  his  capture,  and  he  had  given 
up  all  hopes  of  being  restored  to  his  country  and  friends,  when, 
in  1519,  there  arrived  one  day  at  the  village  three  Indians, 
natives  of  the  small  island  of  Cozumel,  which  lies  a  few  leagues 
in  the  sea,  opposite  the  eastern  coast  of  Yucatan.  They  brought 
tidings  of  another  visit  of  white  and  bearded  men  to  their  shores, 
and  one  of  them  delivered  a  letter  to  Aguilar,  which,  being  en- 
tirely naked,  he  had  concealed  in  the  long  tresses  of  his  hair 
which  were  bound  round  his  head. 

Aguilar  received  the  letter  with  wonder  and  delight,  and  read 
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it  in  presence  of  the  cacique  and  his  warriors.  It  proved  to  be 
from  Hemimdo  Cortez,  who  was  at  that  time  on  his  great  expedi- 
tion, which  ended  in  the  conquest  of  Mexico.  He  had  been 
obliged  by  stress  of  weather  to  anchor  at  the  island  of  Coznmel, 
where  he  learned  from  die  taatives  that  several  white  men  were 
detained  in  captivity  among  the  Indians  on  the  neighboring  coast 
of  Yucatan.  Finding  it  imt>ossible  to  a^^roach  the  main-land 
with  his  ships,  he  prevailed  upon  three  of  the  islanders,  by  means 
of  gifts  and  promises,  to  venture  upon  an  embassy  among  their 
cannibal  neighbors,  and  to  convey  a  ^letter  to  the  captive  white 
men.  Two  of  the ,  smallest  caravels  of  the  squadron  were  sent 
under  the  command  of  Di^o  de  Ordas,  who  was  ordered  to  land 
the  three  messengers  at  the  point  of  Cotoche,  and  to  wait  there 
eight  days  for  their  return. 

The  letter  brought  by  these  envoys  inlbrmed  the  Giristian 
captives  of  the  force  and  destination  of  the  squadron  of  Cortes, 
and  of  his  having  sent  the  caravels  to  wait  for  tbem  at  the  point 
of  Cotoche,  with  a  ransom  for  tjieir  deliverance,  inviting  them  to 
hasten  and  join  him  at  CozumeL 

The  transport  of  Aguilar  on  first  reading  the  letter,  was  mo- 
derated when  he  reflected  on  the  obstacles  that  might  prevent  him 
from  profiting  by  this  chance  of  deliverance.  He  had  made  him- 
self too  useful  to  the  cacique  to  hope  tiiat  he  would  readily  give 
him  his  liberty,  and  he  knew  the  jealous  and  irritable,  nature  of 
the  savages  too  well  not  to  fear  that  even  an  application  for  leave 
to  depart  might  draw  upon  him  the  severest  treatment  He  en- 
deavored, therefore,  to  operate  upon  the  cacique  through  his  ap- 
prehensions. To  this  end  he  informed  him  that  the  piece  of 
paper  which  he  held  in  his  hand  brought  him  a  full  account  of 
the  mighty  armament  that  had  arrived  on  the  coast     He  de- 
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scribed  the  number  of  tlie  ships  and  varioiis  pardcularB  concera- 
ing  the  squadroDy  all  which  were  amply  cerroboraled  bj  the 
testimony  of  the  messengers.  The  cadqoe  and  his  warriors  were 
astonished  at  this  strange  mode  of  oonyeying  intelligence  from  a 
distance,  and  regarded  the  letter  as  something  mysterions  and 
snpematuraL  Aguilar  went  on  to  relate  the  tremendous  and 
soperhoman  powers  of  the  people  in  ihese  ships,  who,  armed  with 
thnnder  and  lightning,  wreaked  destruction  on  all  who  displeased 
them,  while  they  dispensed  inestimable  gifts  and  benefits  on  such 
as  proved  themselves  their  finends.  He,  at  the  same  time,  spread 
before  the  cadqoe  yarioos  presents  brought  by  the  messengers,  as 
specimens  of  the  blessings  to  be  expected  from  the  friendship  of 
the  strangers.  The  intimation,  was  effectuaL  The  cacique  was 
filled  with  awe  at  the  recital  of  the  terrific  powers  oi  the  white 
men,  and  his  eyes  were  dazzled  by  the  glittering  trinkets  dis- 
played before  him.  ,  He  entreated  AgoUar,  therefore,  to  act  as 
his  ambassador  and  mediator,  and  to  secure  him  the  amity  of  the 
strangers. 

Aguilar  saw  with  transport  the  prospect  of  a  speedy  deliver- 
ance. In  this  moment  of  exultation,  he  bethought  himself  of  the 
only  surviving  comrade  of  his  past  fortunes,  Gonzalo  Guerrero, 
and,  sending  the  letter  of  Cortez  to  him,  invited  him  to  aooomr 
pany  him  in  his  esci^  The  sturdy  seaman  was  at  this  time  a 
great  chieftain  in  his  province,  and  his  Indian  bride  had  borne 
him  a  numerous  progeny.  His  heart,  however,  yearned  after  his 
native  country,  and  he  might  have  been  tempted  to  leave  his  hon- 
ors and  dignities,  his  infidel  wife  and  half  savage  ofl&pring  behind 
him,  but  an  insuperable,  though  somewhat  ludicrous,  obstacle  pre- 
sented itself  to  his  wishes.  Having  long  since  given  over  all  ex* 
pectation  of  a  return  to  civilized  life,  he  had  conformed  to  the 
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customs  of  the  oooDtry,  and  had  adopted  the  external  signs  and 
decorations  that  marked  him  as  a  warrior  and  a  man  of  rank. 
His  face  and  hands  were  indelibly  painted  or  tattooed ;  his  ears 
and  lips  were  slit  to  admit  huge  Indian  ornaments,  and  his  noae 
was  drawn  down  almost  to  his  mouth  by  a  massy  ring  of  gold, 
and  a  dangling  jeweL 

Thus  curiously  garbled  and  disfigured,  the  honest  seaman  felt, 
that,  however  he  might  be  admired  in  Yucatan,  he  should  be  apt 
to  have  a  hooting  rabble  at  his  heels  in  Spain.  He  made  up  his 
mind,  therefore,  to  remain  a  great  man  among  the  savages,  rather 
than  run  the  risk  of  being  shown  as  a  man  monster  at  home.. 

Finding  that  he  declined  accompanying  him,  Jeronimo  de 
Aguilar  set  off  for  the  point  of  Cotoche,  escorted  by  three  In- 
dians. The  time  he  had  lost  in  waiting  for  Guerrero  had  nearly 
proved  fatal  to  his  hopes,  for  when  he  arrived  at  the  point,  the 
caravels  sent  by  Cortez  had  departed,  thoqgh  several  crosses  of 
reeds  set  up  in  different  places  gave  tokens  of  the  recent  presence 
of  Christians. 

The  only  hope  that  remained  was,  that  the  squadron  of  Cor- 
iez  might  yet  linger  at  the  opposite  island  of  Cozumel ;  but  how 
was  he  to  get  there  ?  While  wandering  disconsolately  along  the 
shore,  he  found  a  canoe,  half  buried  in  sand  and  water,  and  with 
one  side  in  a  state  of  decay  ;  with  the  assistance  of  the  Indians 
he  cleaned  ^  and  set  it  afloat,  and  on  looking  further  found  the 
stave  of  a  hogshead  which  might  serve  for  a  paddle.  It  was  a 
frail  embarkation  in  which  to  cross  an  arm  of  the  sea,  several 
leagues  wide,  but  there  was  no  alternative.  Prevailing  on  the 
Indians  to  accompany  him,  he  launched  forth  in  the  canoe  and 
coasted  the  main-land  until  he  came  to  the  narrowest  part  of  the 
strait,  where  it  was  but  four  leagues  across ;  here  he  stood  directiy 
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for  Cosnmel,  oontending,  as  well  as  he  was  able,  with  a  sfcrong 
carrent,  and  at  length  saoceeded  in  reaching  the  island. 

He  had  scarce  landed  when  a  party  of  Spaniards,  who  had 
been  Ijkig  in  wait,  mshed  forth  from  their  concealment,  sword  in 
hand.  The  three  Indians  wocdd  have  fled,  but  Aguilar  reassured 
them,  and,  calling  out  to  the  Spaniards  in  their  own  language,  as- 
sured them  that  he  was  a  Christian.  Then,  throwing  himself  on 
has  knees,  and  raising  his  eyes  streaming  with  tears  to  heaven,  he 
gave  thanks  to  Ood  for  having  restored  him  to  his  countrymen. 

The  Spaniards  gazed  at  him  with  astonishment :  from  his  lair- 
guage  he  was  evidently  a  Castilian,  but  to  all  appearance  he  was 
an  Indian.  He  was  perfectly  naked;  wore  his  hair  braided 
round  his  head*  in  the  manner  of  the  country,  and  his  complexion 
was  burnt  by  the  sun  to  a  tawny  color.  He  had  a  bow  in  his 
hand,  a  quiver  at  his  shoulder,  and  a  net-work  pouch  at  his  side 
in  which  he  carried  his  provisions. 

The  Spaniards  proved  to  be  a  reconnoitering  party,  sent  out 
by  Cortez  to  watch  the  approach  of  the  canoe,  which  had  been 
descried  coming  from  Yucatan.  Cortez  had  given  up  all  hopes 
of  being  joined  by  the  captives,  the  caravel  having  waited  the 
allotted  time  at  Cotoche,  and  returned  without  news  of  them. 
He  had  in  fact  made  sail  to  prosecute  his  voyage,  but  fortunately 
one  of  his  ships  sprung  a  leak,  which  obliged  him  to  return  to  the 
island. 

When  Jeronimo  de  Aguilar  and  his  companions  arrived  in 
presence  of  Cortez,  who  was  surrounded  by  his  officers,  they  made 
a  profound  reverence,  squatted  on  the  ground,  laid  their  bows  and 
arrows  beside  them,  and  touching  their  right  hands,  wet  with  spit- 
tle on  the  ground,  rubbed  them  about  the  region  of  the  heart, 
such  being  their  sign  of  the  most  devoted  submission. 
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Cortez  greeted  Agnilar  with  a  hearty  weleome,  and  raising 
him  from  the  earthy  took  fcom  his  own  person  a  large  jeUow 
mantle  lined  with  crimson,  and  threw  it  over  his  shouldecs.  The 
latter,  however,  had  for  so  bng  a  time  gone  entirely  naked,  that 
even  this  scanty  covering  was  at  first  almost  insupportable^  and 
he  had  become  so  accustomed  to  the  diet  of  the  natives,  that  he 
found  it  difficult  to  reconcile  his  stomach  to  the  meat  and  drink 
set  before  him. 

When  he  had  sufficiently  recovered  from  the.  agitati<m  of  his 
arrival  among  GhrisUans,  Cortez  drew  from  him  the  particulars 
of  his  story,  and  found  that  he  was  related  to  one  of  his  own 
friends,  the  licentiate  Marcos  de  Aguilar.  He  treated  him,  there- 
fore, with  additional  kindness  and  respect,  and  retained  him  about 
his  person  to  aid  him  as  an  interpreter  in  his  great  Mexican  ex- 
pedition. 

The  happiness  of  Jeronimo  de  Aguilar  at  once  more  being 
restored  to  hb  countrymen,  was  doomed  to  suffer  some  alloy  from 
the  disasters  that  had  happened  in  his  family.  Peter  Martyr  re- 
cords a  touching  anecdote  of  the  effect  produced  upon  his  mother 
by  the  tidings  of  his  misfortune.  A  vague  report  reached  her  in 
Spain,  that  her  son  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  cannibals.  All 
the  horrible  tales  concerning  the  treatment  of  these  savages  to 
their  prisoners  rushed  to  her  imagination,  and  she  went  distracted. 
Whenever  she  beheld  roasted  meat,  or  flesh  upon  the  spit,  she 
would  fill  the  house  with  her  outcries.  ^  Oh,  wretched  mother  I 
oh,  most  miserable  of  women  I"  would  she  exdaim ;  ^  behold  the 
limbs  of  my  murdered  son  !"♦ 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  tidings  of  his  deliverance  had  a 
favorable  effect  upon  her  intellects,  and  that  she  lived  to  r^oice 

*  P.  Martyr,  decad.  iv.  cap  6. 
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at  his  after  fortunes.  He  served  Hernando  Cortez  with  great 
courage  and  ability  throughout  his  Mexican  conquests,  acting 
sometimes  as  a  soldier,  sometimes  as  interpreter  and  ambassador 
to  the  Indians,  and  in  reward  of  his  fidelity,  and  services,  was 
appointed  regidor,  or  civil  governor  of  the  city  of  Mexico. 
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mCER  CODRO,  THE  ASTROLOGER. 

The  fate  of  the  Italian  astrologer,  Micer  Codro,  who  predicted 
the  end  of  Yasco  Nunez,  is  related  by  the  historian  Oviedo,  with 
some  particulars  that  border  upon  the  marvelous.  It  appears 
that,  after  the  death  of  his  patron,  he  continued  for  several  years 
rambling  about  the  New  World,  in  the  train  of  the  Spanish  dis- 
coverers ;  but  intent  upon  studying  the  secrets  of  its  natural  his* 
tory,  rather  than  searching  aft^r  its  treasures. 

In  the  course  of  his  wanderings  he  was  once  coasting  the 
shores  of  the  Southern  Ocean,  in  a  ship  commanded  by  one  6e- 
^nimo  de  Yalenzuela,  from  whom  he  received  such  cruel  treat- 
ment as  to  cause  his  death,  though,  what  the  nature  of  the  treat- 
ment was,  we  are  not  precisely  informed. 

Finding  his  end  approaching,  the  unfortunate  astrologer 
addressed  Yalenzuela  in  the  most  solemn  manner :  '^  Captain," 
said  he,  '^  you  have  caused  my  death  by  your  cruelty ;  I  now 
summon  you  to  appear  with  me,  within  a  year,  before  the  Judg- 
ment Seat  of  God !" 

The  captain  made  a  light  and  seoffing  answer,  and  treated  his 
summons  with  contempt 

They  were  then  off  the  coast  of  Yeragua,  near  the  verdant 
islands  of  Zebaco,  which  lie  at  the  entrance  of  the  Gulf  of  Parita 
or  Paria.  The  poor  astrologer  gazed  wistfully  with  his  dying 
eyes  upon  the  green  and  shady  groves,  and  entreated  the  pilot  or 
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mate  of  the  caravel  to  land  him  on  one  of  the  islands,  that  he 
might  die  in  peace.  ''  Micer  Codro,"  replied  the  pilots  '^  those 
are  not  islands,  bat  points  of  land :  there  are  no  islands  here- 
about** 

^  There  are,  indeed,"  replied  the  astrologer,  **  two  good  ahd 
pleasant  islands,  well  watered,  and  near  to  the  coast,  and  within 
them  is  a  great  baj  with  a  harbor.  Land  me,  I  pray  you,  upon 
one  of  these  islands,  that  I  may  have  comfort  in  my  dying 
hour." 

The  pilot,  whose  rough  nature  had  been  touched  with  pity  for 
the  condition  of  the  unfortunate  astrologer,  listened  to  his  prayer, 
and  conveyed  him  to  the  shore,  where  he  found  the  opinion  he 
had  given  of  the  character  of  the  coast  to  be  correct.  He  laid 
him  on  the  herbage  in  the  shade,  where  the  poor  wanderer  soon 
expired.  The  pilot  then  dug  a  grave  at  the  foot  of  a  tree,  where 
he  buried  him  with  all  possible  decency,  and  carved  a  cross  on 
the  bark  to  mark  the  grave. 

Some  time  afterwards,  Oviedo,  the  historian,  was  on  the  island 
with  this  very  pilot,  who  showed  him  the  cross  on  the  tree,  and 
gave  his  honest  testimony  to  the  good  character  and  worthy  con- 
duct of  Micer  Codro.  Oviedo,  as  he  regarded  the  nameless 
grave,  passed  the  eulogium  of  a  scholar  upon  the  poor  astrologer : 
'^  He  died,"  says  he,  '^  like  Pliny,  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties, 
traveling  about  the  world  to  explore  the  secrets  of  nature."  Ac- 
c<»ding  to  his  account,  the  prediction  of  Micer  Codro  held  good 
with  respect  to  Vaienzuela,  as  it  had  in  the  case  of  Yasco 
Nufiez. — ^The  captain  died  within  the  term  in  which  he  had  sum- 
moned him  to  appear  before  the  tribunal  of  God  1* 


•  Vide  Ofiedo,  ffiit.  Gen.,  Ub.  zzziz.  cap.  9. 
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JtJAN  PONCE  DE  LEON, 

COHQUBROR  OF  FORTO  RICO,  AKD  DISCXIVERER  CfB  FLOBIDA^ 

CHAPTER  L 

BBCONNOITERING    EXPEDITION    OP  JUAN    PONCE   DB  LEON   TO 
THE   ISLAND    OP  BORIQUEN. 

[1508.1 

Makt  years  had  elapsed  since  the  discovery  and  colonization  of 
Hayti,  yet  its  nei^boring  island  of  Boriquen,  or  as  the  Spaniards 
called  it,  St  Juan  (since  named  Porto  Rico),  remained  unex- 
plored. It  was  beautifiil  to  the  eye  as  beheld  from  the  sea,  hav- 
ing lofty  mountiuns  clothed  with  forest  trees  of  prodigious  size 
and  magnificent  foliage.  There  were  broad  fertile  valleys  also^ 
always  fresh  and  green ;  for  the  frequent  showers  and  abundant 
streams  ia  these  latitudes,  and  the  absence  of  all  wintry  frosts, 
produce  a  perpetual  verdure.  Various  ships  had  occasionally 
touched  at  the  island,  but  their  crews  had  never  penetrated  into 
the  interior.  It  was  evident,  however,  from  the  number  of  ham- 
lets and  scattered  houses,  and  the  smoke  rising  in  all  directions 
from  among  the  trees,  that  it  was  well  peopled.  The  inhabitants 
still  continued  to  enjoy  their  life  of  indolence  and  freedom,  unmo- 
lested by  the  ills  that  overwhelmed  the  neighboring  island  of 
Hayti.    The  tfane  had  arrived,  however,  when  they  were  to  share 
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the  commoi^  lot  of  their  fellow  savages,  and  to  sink  beneath  the 
yoke  of  the  white  man. 

At  the  time  when  Nicholas  de  Ovando,  governor  of  Hispani- 
ola,  undertook  to  lay  waste  the  great  province  of  Higaej,  which 
lay  at  the  eastern  end  of  EEayti,  he  sent  as  commander  of  part  of 
the  troops  a  veteran  soldier,  named  Joan  Ponce  de  Leon.  He  ' 
was  a  native  of  Leoh  in  Spain,  and  in  his  boyhood  had  been  page 
to  Pedro  Nunez  de  Guzman,  Senor  of  Toral.*  From  an  early 
age  he  had  been  schooled  to  war,  and  had  served  in  various  cam- 
paigns agfuAst  the  Moors  of  Gn^pada.  He  accompanied  Ck>lnmbus 
in  his  second  voyage  in  1493,  and  was  afterwards,  it  is  said,  one 
iji  the  partisans  of  Francisco  Boldan,  in  his  rebellion  against  the 
admiiaL  EEaving  distinguished  himself  in  various  battlea  with 
the  Indians,  and  acquired  a  name  for  sagadty  as  well  as  valor, 
he  received  a  command  subordinate  to  Juan  de  Esquibel  in  the 
campaign  against  Higuey,  and  seconded  his  chief  so  valiantly  in 
that  sanguinary  expedition,  that,  afler  the  subjugation  of  the  pro- 
vince, he  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  it,  as  lieutenant  of 
the  governor  of  Hispaniola. 

Juan  Ponce  de  Leon  had  all  the  impatience  of  quiet  life  and 
the  passion  for  exploit  of  a  veteran  campaigner.  He  had  not 
been  long  in  the  tranquil  command  of  his  province  of  Higuey, 
befiure  he  began  to  cast  a  wistful  eye  towards  the  green  mountains 
of  Boriquen.  They  were  direcdy  opposite,  and  but  twelve  or 
fourteen  leagues  distant,  so  as  to  be  distinctly  seen  in  the  transpa- 
rent atmosphere  of  the  tropics.  The  Lidians  of  the  two  islands 
frequently  visited  each  other,  and  in  this  way  Juan  Ponce 
received  the  usual  intelligence,  that  the  mountains  he  had  eyed  so 

*  Incas,  Gardlaso  de  la  Vega,  Hist.  Florida,  torn,  if,  cap.  37. 
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wistfully  abounded  with  gold.  He  readily  obtained  penniaeioa 
from  Governor  Ovando,  to  make  an  expedition  to  this  island,  and 
embarked  in  the  year  1508  in  a  caravel,  with  a  few  Spaniards 
and  several  Indian  interpreters  and  guides. 

After  an  easy  voyage,  he  landed  on  the  woody  shores  of  the 
island,  near  to  the  residence  of  the  principal  cacique,  Agaeyband. 
He  found  the  chieftain  seated  in  patriarchal  style,  under  the 
shade  of  his  native  groves,  and  surrounded  by  his  family,  con- 
sisting of  his  mother,  step-father,  brother,  and  lister,  who  vied 
with  each  other  in  paying  homage  to  the  strangers.  Juan  Ponce, 
in  fact,  was  received  into  the  bosom  of  the  family,  and  ihe  cacique 
exchanged  names  with  him,  which  is  the  Indian  pledge  of  per- 
petual amity.  Juan  Ponce  also  gave  Christian  names  to  the 
mother  and  step-father  of  the  cacique,  and  would  fain  have  bap- 
tized them,  but  they  declined  the  ceremony,  though  they  always 
took  a  pride  in  the  names  thus  given  them. 

In  the  zeal  to  gratify  his  guests,  the  cacique  took  them  to 
various  parts  of  the  island.  They  found  the  interior  to  corres- 
pond with  the  external  appearance.  It  was  wild  and  mountain* 
ous,  but  magnificently  wooded,  with  deep  rich  valleys  fertilized 
by  limpid  streams.  Juan  Ponce  requested  the  cacique  to  reveal 
to  him  the  riches  of  the  island.  The  simple  Indian  showed  him 
his  most  productive  fields  of  Yuca,  groves  laden  with  delicious 
fruit,  the  sweetest  and  purest  fountains,  and  the  coolest  runs  of 
water. 

Ponce  de  Leon  heeded  but  little  these  real  blessings,  and  de- 
manded whether  the  island  produced  no  gold.  Upon  this  the 
cacique  conducted  him  to  two  rivers,  the  Manatuabon  and  the 
Zebuco,  where  the  very  pebbles  seemed  richly  veined  with  gold, 
and  large  grains  shone  among  the  sand  through  the  limpid  water. 
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Some  of  the  largest  of  these  were  gathered  by  the  Indians  and 
giyen  to  the  Spaniards.  The  quantity  thus  procured  confirmed 
the  hopes  of  Joan  Ponce;  and  leaving  several  of  his  companions 
in  the  house  of  the  hospitable  cacique,  he  returned  to  Hayti  to 
report  the  success  of  his  expedition,  fie  presented  the  speci- 
mens of  gold  to  the  Governor  Ovando,  who  assayed  them  in  a 
crucible.  The  ore  was  not  so  fine  as  that  of  Hispaniola,  but,  as 
it  was  supposed  to  exist  in  greater  quantities,  the  govem6r  deter- 
mined on  the  subjugation  of  the  island,  and  confided  the  enter- 
prise to  Juan  Ponce  de  Leon. 


CHAPTER  n. 

JUAN  PONCE  ASPntlfiS  TO  THE   GOYEBNMBNT   OF  PORTO  BICO. 

[1509] 

The  natives  of  Boriqnen  were  more  warlike  than  those  of  His- 
paniola ;  being  accustomed  to  the  use  of  arms  from  the  necessity 
of  repelling  the  frequent  invasions  of  the  Caribs.  It  was  sup- 
posed, therefore,  that  the  c(niquest  of  their  island  would  be 
attended  with  some  difficulty,  and  Juan  Ponce  de  Leon  made 
another,  and  as  it  were,  a  preparatory  visit,  to  make  himself 
acquainted  with  the  country,  and  with  the  nature  and  resourees 
of  the  inhabitants,  fie  found  the  companions  whom  he  had  left 
there  on  his  former  visit,  in  good  health  and  spirits,  and  full  of 
gradtude  towards  the  cacique  Agueyband,  who  had  treated  them 
with  undiminished  hospitality.  There  appeared  to  be  no  need 
of  violence  to  win  the  island  from  such  simple-hearted  and  con- 
fiding people.    Juan  Ponce  flattered  himself  with  the  hopes  of 

VOL.  HI.  12 
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being  appointed  to  its  government  bj  Ovando,  and  of  bringing 
it  peaceably  into  subjection.  After  remaining  some  time  on  the 
island,  he  returned  to  San  Domingo  to  seek  the  desired  appoint- 
ment, but  to  his  surprise,  found  the  whole  face  of  affairs  had 
changed  during  his  absence. 

His  patron,  the  governor  Ovando,  had  been  recalled  to  Spain, 
and  Don  Diego  Columbus,  son  of  the  renowned  discoverer,  ap- 
pointed in  his  place  to  the  command  of  San  Domingo.  To  add 
to  the  perplexities  of  Juan  Ponce,  ai  cavalier  had  already  arrived 
from  Spain,  empowered  by  the  king  to  form  a  settlement  and 
build  a  fortress  on  the  island  of  Porto  Bico.  His  name  was 
Christoval  de  Sotomayor ;  he  was  brother  to  the  Count  of  Ca- 
mina,  and  had  been  secretary  to  Philip  I,  sumamed  the  Hand- 
some, king  of  Castile  and  father  of  Charles  Y. 

Don  Diego  Columbus  was  highly  displeased  with  the  act  of 
the  king  in  granting  these  powers  to  Sotomayor,  as  it  had  been 
done  without  his  knowledge  and  consent,  and  of  course  in  disre- 
gard of  his  prerogative,  as  viceroy,  to  be  consulted  ad  to  all 
appmntments  made  within  his  jurisdiction.  He  refused,  therefore, 
to  put  Sotomayor  in  possession  of  the  island.  He  paid  as  little 
respect  to  the  claims  of  Juan  Ponce  de  Leon,  whom  he  regarded 
with  an  ungracious  eye  as  a  favorite  of  his  predecessor  Ovanda 
To  settle  the  matter  effectually,  he  exerted  what  he  con^dered 
his  official  and  hereditary  privilege,  and  chose  officers  to  suit 
himself,  appointing  one  Juan  Ceron  to  the  government  of  Porto 
Bico,  and  Miguel  Diaz  to  serve  as  his  fieutenant* 

*  If  the  reader  has  p^nued  the  history  of  Colambtis,  he  may  remember  the 
romantic  adventure  of  this  Miguel  Diaz  with  a  female  cacique,  which  led  to 
the  discovery  of  the  gold  mines  of  Hayna,  and  the  founding  of  the  city  of  San 
Domingo. 
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Jaan  Ponce  de  Leon  and  his  rival  candidate  Christoval  de 
Sotomajor,  bore  their  disappointment  with  a  good  grace.  Though 
^e  command  was  denied  them,  thej  still  hoped  to  improve  their 
fortunes  in  the  island,  and  accordingly  joined  the  crowd  of  ad< 
venturers  that  accompanied  the  newfy  appointed  governor. 

New  changes  soon  took  place  in  consequence  of  the  jealousies 
and  misunderstandings  between  king  Ferdinand  and  the  admiral 
as  to  points  of  privilege.  The  former  still  seemed  disposed  to 
maintain  the  right  of  making  appointments  without  consulting 
Don  Diego,  and  exerted  it  in  the  present  instance ;  for,  when 
Ovando,  on  his  return  to  Spain,  made  favorable  representation  of 
the  merits  of  Juan  Ponce  de  Leon,  and  set  forth  his  services  in 
exploring  Porto  Bico,  the  king  appointed  him  governor  of  that 
island,  and  signified  specificallj  that  Don  Diego  Columbus  should 
not  presume  to  displace  him. 


CHAPTER  m. 

JUAN  PONCE  BULBS  WITH  A  ^STRONG  HAND. — BXASPBBATION 
OP  THE  INDIANS. — THEIB  EXPERIMENT  TO  PROVE  WHETHER 
THE   SPANIARDS   WERE  MORTAL. 

Juan  Ponce  de  Leon  assumed  the  command  of  the  island  of 
Boriquen  in  the  year  1509.  Being  a  fiery  high-handed  old 
soldier,  his  first  step  was  to  quarrel  with  Juan  Ceron  and  Miguel 
Diaz,  the  ex-governor  and  his  lieutenant,  and  to  send  them  priso- 
ners to  Spain.* 

He  was  far  more  favorable  to  his  late  competitor,  Christoval 

*  Herrera,  decad.  i.  lib.  vii.  cap.  13. 
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de  Sotomajor.  Finding  him  to  be  a  cavalier  of  noble  blood  and 
high  connections,  yet  void  of  pretension,  and  of  most  accommo- 
dating temper,  he  offered  to  make  him  his  lieutenant,  and  to  give 
him  the  post  of  alcalde  mayor,  an  offer  which  was  very  thank- 
fully accepted. 

The  pride  of  rank,  however,  which  follows  a  man  even  into 
the  wilderness,  soon  interfered  with  the  quiet  of  Sotomayor ;  he 
was  ridiculed  for  descending  so  much  below  his  birth  and  dignity, 
as  to  accept  a  subaltern  situation  to  a  simple  gentleman  in  the 
island  which  he  had  originally  aspired  to  govern.  He  could  not 
withstand  these  sneers,  but  resigned  his  appointment,  and  re- 
mained in  the  island  as  a  private  individual ;  establishing  him- 
self in  a  village  where  he  had  a  large  repartimiento  or  allotment 
of  Indians  assigned  to  him  by  a  grant  from  the  king. 

Juan  Ponce  fixed  his  seat  of  government  in  a  town  called 
Caparra,  which  he  founded  on  the  northern  side  of  the  island, 
about  a  league  from  the  sea,  in  a  neighborhood  supposed  to  abound 
in  gold.  It  was  in  front  of  the  port  called  Hico,  which  subsequently 
gave  its  name  to  the  island.  The  road  to  the  town  was  up  a  moun- 
tain, through  a  dense  forest,  and  so  rugged  and  miry  that  it  was 
the  bane  of  man  and  beast  It  cost  more  to  convey  provisions  and 
merchandise  up  this  league  of  mountain,  than  it  did  to  bring  them 
from  Spain. 

Juan  Ponce,  being  firmly  seated  in  his  government,  began  to 
carve  and  portion  out  the  island,  to  found  towns,  and  to  distri- 
bute the  natives  into  repartimientos,  for  the  purpose  of  exacting 
their  labor. 

The  poor  Indians  soon  found  the  difference  between  the 
Spaniards  as  guests^  and  the  Spaniards  as  masters.  They  were 
driven  to  despair  by  the  heavy  tasks  imposed  upon  them ;  for  to 
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their  free  spirits  and  indolent  liabits,  restraint  and  labor  were 
worse  than  death.  Many  of  the  most  hardy  and  daring  proposed 
a  general  insurrection,  and  a  massacre  of  their  oppressors ;  the 
great  mass,  however,  were  deterred  by  the  belief  that  the  Span- 
iards were  supernatural  beings  and  could  not  be  killed. 

A  shrewd  and  skeptical  cacique,  named  Brayoan,  determined 
to  put  their  immortality  to  the  test.  Hearing  that  a  young  Span- 
iard, named  Salzedo,  was  passing  through  his  lands,  he  sent  a 
party  of  his  subjects  to  escort  him,  giving  them  secret  instructions 
how  they  were  to  act.  On  coming  to  a  river  they  took  Salzedo 
on  their  shoulders  to  carry  him  across,  but,  when  in  the  midst 
of  the  stream,  they  let  him  fall,  and,  throwing  themselves  upon 
him,  pressed  him  under  water  until  he-  was  drowned.  Then 
dragging  his  body  to  the  shore,  and  still  doubting  his  being  dead, 
they  wept  and  howled  over  him,  making  a  thousand  apologies 
for  having  ^en  upon  him,  and  kept  him  so  long  beneath  the 
surfiBu^e. 

The  cacique  Brayoan  came  to  examine  the  body  and  pro- 
nounced it  lifeless ;  but  the  Indians,  still  fearing  it  might  possess 
lurking  immortality  and  ultimately  revive,  kept  watch  over  it  for 
three  days,  until  it  showed  incontestable  signs  of  putrefaction. 

Being  now  convinced  that  the  strangers  were  mortal  men  like 
themselves,  they  readily  entered  into  a  general  conspinu^  to 
destroy  them.* 

*  Herrera,  decad.  i.  lib.  viii.  cap.  13. 
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to  leam  tliat  Sotomayor  was  in  danger.  The  life  of  her  lover 
was  more  precious  in  her  eyes  than  the  safety  of  her  brother  and 
her  tribe ;  hastening,  therefore,  to  him,  she  told  him  all  that  she 
knew  or  feared,  and  warned  him  to  be  upon  his  guard.  Soto- 
major  appears  to  have  been  of  the  most  easy  and  incautious 
nature,  void  of  all  evil  lUid  deceit  himself  and  slow  to  suspect  any 
thing  of  the  kind  in  others.  He  considered  the  apprehension  of 
the  princess,  as  dictated  by  her  fond  anxiety,  and  neglected  to 
profit  by  her  warning. 

He  received,  however,  about  the  same  time,  information  from 
a  different  quarter,  tending  to  the  same  point.  A  Spaniard, 
versed  in  the  language  and  customs  of  the  natives,  had  observed 
a  number  gathering  together  one  evening,  painted  and  decorated, 
as  if  for  baitle.  Suspecting  some  lurking  mischief,  he  stripped 
and  painted  himself  in  their  manner,  and,  favored  by  the  obscu- 
rity of  the  night,  succeeded  in  mingling  among  them  undiscovered. 
They  were  assembled  round  a  fire  performing  one  of  their  mystic 
war-dances,  to  the  chant  of  an  areyto  or  legendary  ballad.  The 
strophes  and  responses  treated  of  revenge  and  slaughter,  and  re- 
peatedly mentioned  the  death  of  Sotomayor. 

The  Spaniard  withdrew  unperceived,  and  hastened  to  apprise 
Don  Christoval  of  his  danger.  The  latter  still  made  light  of 
these  repeated  warnings ;  revolving  them,  however,  in  his  mind 
in  the  stillness  of  the  night,  he  began  to  feel  some  uneasiness,  and 
determined  to  repair  in  the  morning  to  Juan  Ponce  de  Leon,  in  his 
strong-hold  at  Oaparra.  With  his  fated  heedlessness,  or  temerity, 
however,  he  apj^ed  to  Agueybanii  for  Indians  to  carry  his  bag- 
gage, and  departed  slightly  armed,  and  accompanied  by  but  three 
Spaniards,  although  he  had  to  pass  through  ck)6e  and  lonely  forests, 
where  he  would  be  at  the  mercy  of  any  treacherous  or  lurking  foe. 
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The  cadque  watched  the  departure  of  his  intended  Yietim, 
and  set  out  shortly  afterwards,  dogging  his  steps  at  a  distance 
through  the  forest,  accompanied  by  a  few  chosen  warriors. 
Agaeyban^  and  his  party  had  not  proceeded  far  when  diey  met 
a  Spaniard  named  Juan  Gonzalez,  who  spoke  the  Indian  lan- 
guage. They  immediately  assailed  him  and  wounded  him  in 
several  places.  He  threw  himself  at  the  feet  of  the  cacique,  im- 
ploring his  life  in  the  most  abject  terms.  The  chief  spared  him 
for  the  moment,  being  eager  to  make  sure  of  Don  ChristovaL 
He  oTertook  Uiat  incautious  cavalier  in  the  very  heart  of  the 
woodland,  and  stealing  silently  upon  him  burst  forth  suddenly 
with  his  warriors  from  the  covert  of  the  thickets,  giving  the  fatal 
war-whoop.  Before  Sotomayor  could  put'  himself  up<m  his 
guard  a  blow  from  the  war-club  of  the  cacique  felled  him^  to  the 
earth,  when  he  was  quickly  dispatched  by  Irepeated  blows.  The 
four  Spaniards  who  accompanied  him  shared  his  fate,  being  as- 
sailed, not  merely  by  the  warriors  who  had  come  in  pursuit  of 
them,  but  by  their  own  Indian  guides. 

When  Agueybani  had  glutted  his  vengeance  on  this  unfortu- 
nate cavalier,  he  returned  in  quest  of  Juan  Gk)nzalez.  The  lat* 
ter,  however,  had  recovered  sufficiently  from  his  wounds  to  leave 
the  place  where  he  had  been  assailed,  and,  dreading  the  return 
of  the  savages,  had  climbed  into  a  tree  and  concealed  himself 
among  the  branches.  From  thence,  with  trembling  anxiety,  he 
watched  his  pursuers  as  they  searched  all  the  surrounding  forest 
for  him.  Fortunately  they  did  not  think  of  looking  up  into  the 
trees,  but,  after  beating  the  bushes  for  some  time,  gave  up  the 
search.  Though  he  saw  them  depart,  he  did  not  venture  from  his 
concealment  until  the  night  had  closed;  he  then  descended  from 
the  tree,  and  made  the  best  of  his  way  to  the  residence  of  certain 
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Spaniards,  where  his  wounds  were  dressed.  When  this  was 
done,  he  waited  not  to  take  repose,  but  repaired  bj  a  circuitoas 
route  to  Caparra,  and  informed  Juan  Ponce  de  Leon  of  the  dan- 
ger he  supposed  to  be  still  impending  over  Sotomayor,  for  he 
knew  not  that  the  enemj  had  accomplished  his  death.  Juan 
Ponce  immediately  sent  out  forty  men  to  his  relief.  They  came 
to  the  scene  of  massacre,  where  they  found  the  body  of  the  un- 
fortunate cavalier,  partly  buried,  but  with  the  feet  out  of  the 
earth. 

In  the  meantime  the  savages  had  accomplished  the  destruction 
of  the  village  of  Sotomayor.  They  approached  it  unperceived, 
through  the  surrounding  forest,  and  entering  it  in  the  dead  of  the 
night,  set  fire  to  the  straw-thatched  houdes,  and  attacked  the 
Spaniards  as  they  endeavored  to  escape  from  the  flames. 

Several  were  slain  at  the  onset,  but  a  brave  Spaniard,  named 
Diego  de  Salazar,  rallied  his  countrymen,  inspirited  them  to  beat 
off  the  enemy,  and  succeeded  in  conducting  the  greater  part  of 
them,  though  sorely  mangled  and  harassed,  to  the  strong-hold  of 
the  governor  at  Caparra.  Scarcely  had  these  fugitives  gained 
the  fortress,  when  others  came  hurrying  in  from  all  quarters, 
bringing  similar  tales  of  conflagration  and  massacre.  For  once 
a  general  insurrection,  so  often  planned  in  savage  life,  against  the 
domination  of  the  white  men,  was  crowned  with  success.  All 
the  villages  founded  by  the  Spaniards  had  been  surprised,  about 
a  hundred  of  their  inhabitants  destroyed,  and  the  survivors  driven 
to  take  refuge  in  a  beleaguered  fortress. 

VOL.  in.  12* 
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CHAPTER  V. 

WAB   OP  JUAN  PONCE   WITH  THE   CACIQUE  AGUETBANA. 

Juan  Fonce  db  Leon  might  now  almost  be  coosidered  a  go- 
veroor  without  territories  and  a  general  without  soldiers.  His 
villages  were  smoking  ruins,  and  his  whole  force  did  not  amount 
to  a  hundred  jfien,  several  of  whom  were  disabled  by  their 
wounds.  He  had  ah  able  and  implacable  foe  in  Aguejband,  who 
took  the  lead  of  all  the  oUier  caciques,  and  even  sent  envoys  to 
the  Caribs  of  the  neighboring  islands,  entreating  them  to  forget 
all  ancient  animosities  and  to  make  common  cause  against  these 
strangers — ^the  deadly  enemies  of  the  whole  Indian  race.  In  the 
meantime  the  whole  of  this  wild  island  was  in  rebellion,  and  the 
forests  around  the  fortress  of  Caparra  rang  with  the  whoops  and 
yells  of  the  savages,  the  blasts  of  their  war  conchs,  and  the  stormy 
roaring  of  their  drums. 

Juan  Ponce  was  a  stanch  and  wary  old  soldier,  and  not  easily 
daunted.  He  remained  grimly  ensconced  within  his  fortress, 
whence  he  dispatched  messengers  in  all  haste  to  Hispaniola,  im- 
ploring immediate  assistance*  In  the  meantime,  he  tasked  his 
wits  to  divert  the  enemy  and  keep  them  at  bay.  He  divided  his 
little  force  into  three  bodies  of  about  thirty  men  each,  under  the 
command  of  Diego  Salazar,  Miguel  de  Toro,  and  Luis  de  Anasoo, 
and  sent  them  out  alternately  to  make  surprises  and  assaults,  to 
form  ambuscades,  and  to  practise  the  other  stratagems  of  partisan 
warfare,  which  he  had  learnt  in  early  life,  in  his  campaigns  against 
the  Moors  of  Granada. 

One  of  his  most  efficient  warriors  was  a  dog  namod  Beresilfe^ 
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renowned  for  courage,  strength,  and  sagacity.  It  is  said  that  he 
could  distingubh  those  of  the  Indians  who  were  allies,  from  those 
who  were  enemies  of  the  Spaniards.  To  the  former  he  was 
docile  and  friendly,  to  the  latter  fierce  and  implacable.  He  was 
the  terror  of  the  natives,  who  were  qnaccustomed  to  powerful  and 
ferocious  animals,  and  did  more  service  in  this  wild  warfare,  than 
could  have  been  rendered  by  several  soldiers.  His  prowess  was 
so  highly  appreciated  that  his  master  received  for  him  the  pay, 
allowance,  and  share  of  booty,  assigned  to  a  cross-bow  man,  which 
was  the  highest  stipend  given.* 

At  length  the  stout  old  cavalier  Juan  Ponce  was  reinforced  in 
his  strong-hold,  by  troops  from  Hispaniola,  whereupon  he  sallied 
forth  boldly  to  take  revenge  upon  those  who  had  thus  held  him 
in  a  kind  of  durance.  His  foe  Agueyband  was  at  that  time  en- 
camped in  his  own  territories  with  more  than  five  thousand  war- 
riors, but  in  a  negligent  unwatchful  state,  for  he.  knew  nothing  of 
the  reinforcements  of  the  Spaniards,  and  supposed  Juan  Ponce 
shut  up  with  his  handful  of  men  in  Caparra.  The  old  soldier, 
therefore,  took  him  completely  by  surprise,  and  routed  hun  with 
great  slaughter.  Indeed  it  is  said  the  Indians  were  struck  with  a 
kind  of  panic  when  they  saw  the  Spaniards  as  numerous  as  ever, 
notwithstanding  the  number  they  had  massacred.  Their  belief 
in  their  immortality  revived,  they  fancied  that  those  whom  they 
had  slain  had  returned  to  life,  and  they  despaired  of  victory  over 

•  This  fiimous  dog  was  killed  some  years  afterwards  by  a  poisoned  arrow, 
as  he  was  swimming  in  the  sea  in  pursuit  of  a  Carib  Indian.  He  left,  how- 
ever, a  nnmerous  progeny  and  a  great  name  behind  him  ;  and  his  merits  and 
exploits  were  long  a  ftvorite  theme  among  the  Spanish  colonists.  He  was 
father  to  the  renowned  Leoncico,  the  fiiithfiil  dog  of  Vaaoo  Nunez,  wiai6k  re- 
vembled  him  in  looki  and  equaled  him  in  prowess. 
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beings  who  could  thus  arise  with  renovated  yigor  from  the  grave. 
Various  petty  actions  and  skirmishes  afterwards  took  place,  ia 
which  the  Indians  were  defeated.  Ague7banl^  however,  dis- 
dained this  petty  warfare,  and  stirred  up  his  countrymen  to  assem- 
ble their  forces,  and  by  one  grand  assault  to  decide  the  fate  of 
themselves  and  their  island.  Juan  Ponce  received  secret  tidings 
of  their  intent,  and  of  the  place  where  they  were  assembling.  He 
had  at  that  time  barely  eighty  men  at  his  disposal,  but  they  were 
cased  in  steel  and  proof  against  the  weapons  of  the  savages.  With- 
out stopping  to  reflect,  the  high-mettled  old  cavalier  put  himself  at 
their  head,  and  led  them  through  the  forest  in  quest  of  the  foe. 

It  was  nearly 'sunset  when  he  came  in  sight  of  the  Indian 
camp,  and  the  multitude  of  warriors  assembled  there  made  him 
pause,  and  almost  repent  of  his  temerity.  He  was  as  shrewd, 
however,  as  he  was  hardy  and  resolute.  Ordering  some  of  his 
men  in  the  advance  to  skirmish  with  the  enemy,  he  hastily  threw 
up  a  slight  fortification  with  the  assistance  of  the  rest  When  it 
was  finished  he  withdrew  his  forces  into  it,  and  ordered  them  to 
keep  merely  on  the  defensive.  The  Indians  made  repeated 
attacks  but  were  as  oflen  repulsed  with  loss.  Some  of  the  Span- 
iards, impiEitient  of  this  covert  warfare,  would  sally  forth  in  open 
field  with  pike  and  cross-bow,  but  were  called  back  within  the 
fortification  by  their  wary  commander. 

The  cacique  AgueybancL  was  enraged  at  finding  his  host  of 
warriors  thus  baffled  and  kept  at  bay  by  a  mere  handful  of  Span- 
iards. He  beheld  the  night  closing  in,  and  feared  that  in  the 
darkness  the  enemy  would  escape.  Summoning  his  choicest  war- 
riors round  him,  therefore,  he  led  the  way  in  a  general  assault, 
when,  as  he  approached  the  fortress,  he  received  a  mortal  wound 
from  an  arquebuse,  and  fell  dead  upon  the  spot. 
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The  Spaniards  were  not  aware  at  first  of  the  importance  of 
the  chief  whom  they  had  slain.  They  soon  surmised  it,  however, 
from  the  confusion  among  the  enemy,  who  bore  off  the  body  with 
great  lamentations,  and  made  no  further  attack. 

The  wary  Juan  Ponce  took  advantage  of  the  evident  distress 
of  the  foe,  to  draw  off  his  small  forces  in  the  night,  happy  to  get 
out  of  the  terrible  jeopardy  into  which  a  rash  confidence  had  be- 
trayed him.  Some  of  his  fiery  spirited  officers  would  have  kept 
the  field  in  spite  of  the  overwhelming  force  of  the  enemy.  "  No, 
no,"  said  the  shrewd  veteran;  '''it  is  better  to  protract  the  war 
than  to  risk  all  upon  a  single  battle.** 

While  Juan  Ponce  de  Leon  was  fighting  hard  to  maintain  his 
sway  ovei:  the  island,^  his  transient  dignity  was  overturned  by 
another  power,  against  which  the  prowess  of  the  old  soldier  was 
of  no  avail.  Eang  Ferdinand  had  repented  of  the  step  he  had 
ill-advisedly  taken,  in  superseding  the  governor  and  lieutenant 
governor  appointed  by  Don  Diego  Columbus.  He  became  con- 
vinced, though  rather  tardily,  that  it  was  an  infringement  of  the 
rights  of  the  admiral,  and  that  policy,  as  well  as  justice,  required 
him  to  retract  it  When  Juan  Ceron  and  Miguel  Diaz,  therefore, 
came  prisoners  to  Spain,  he  received  them  graciously,  confeiTcd 
many  favors  on  them  to  atone  for  their  rough  ejectment  from 
office,  and  finally,  afler  some  time,  sent  them  back  empowered  to 
resume  the  command  of  the  bland.  They  were  ordered,  how- 
ever, on  no  account  to  manifest  rancor  or  ill-will  against  Juan 
Ponce  de  Leon,  or  to  interfere  with  any  property  he  might  hold, 
either  in  houses,  lands,  or  Indians  ;  but  on  the  contrary,  to  culti- 
vate the  most  friendly  understanding  with  him.  The  king  also 
wrote  to  the  hardy  veteran,  explaining  to  him  that  this  restitution 
of  Genm  and  Dias  had  been  determined  upon  in  council,  as  a 
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mere  act  of  justice  due  to  them,  bat  was  not  intended  as  a  cen- 
sure upon  his  conduct,  and  that  means  should  be  sought  to  in^m- 
nifj  him  for  the  loss  of  his  command. 

Bj  the  time  that  the  governor  and  his  lieutenant  reached  the 
island,  Juan  Ponce  had  completed  its  subjugation.  The  death  of 
the  island  champion,  the  brave  Agueybanil,  had  in  fact  been  a 
deathblow  to  the  natives,  and  sho^irs  how  mudi,  in  savage  wai&re, 
depends  upon  a  single  chieftain.  Thej  never  made  head  of  war 
afterwiards ;  but,  dispersing  among  their  forests  and  mountains, 
fell  graduallj  under  the  power  of  the  Spaniards.  Their  subse- 
quent fate  was  like  that  of  their  neighbors  of  HayiL  They  were 
employed  yn  the  labor  of  the  mines,  and  in  other  rude  toils  so  re- 
pugnant to  their  nature  that  they  sank  beneath  them,  and,  in  a 
little  while,  ahnost  all  the  aboriginals  disappeared  from  the  island. 


CHAPTER  VL 

JUAK  PONCE  DE  LEON  HEAJIS   OP  A  WONDERFUL   COUNTRY 
AND   MIRACULOUS   FOUNTAIN. 

Juan  Pongb  de  Leon  resigned  the  command  of  Porto  Rico 
with  tolerable  grace.  The  loss  of  one  wild  island  and  wild  gov- 
ernment was  of  little  moment,  when  there  was  a  new  world  to  be 
shared  out,  where  a  bold  soldier  like  himself,  with  sword  and 
buckler,  might  readily  carve  out  new  fortunes  for  himself.  Be- 
sides, he  had  now  amassed  wealth  to  assist  him  in  his  plans,  and, 
Vke  many  of  the  early  discoverers,  his  brain  was  teeming  with 
the  most  romantic  enterprises.  He  had  conceived  the  idea  that 
there  was  yet  a  third  world  to  be  discovered,  and  he  hoped  to  be 
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the  first  to  reach  its  shoreSi  and  thus  secure  a  renown  equal  to 
that  of  Columbus. 

While  cogitating  these  things,  and  considering  which  way  he 
should  strike  forth  in  the  unexplored  regions  around  him,  he  met 


Digitized  by 


Google 


380  VOYAGES  AND  DISCOVERIES  OF 


and  knowledge  of  age,  what  enterprises  might  he  not  aocompHah 
in  the  additional  coprse  of  vigorous  years  insured  to  him ! 

It  maj  seem  incredible,  at  the  present  day,  that  a  man  o£ 
years  and  experience  could  yield  any  faith  to  a  story  which 
resembles  the  wild  fiction  of  an  Arabian  tale ;  but  the  wonders 
and  novelties  breaking  upon  the  world  in  that  age  of  discovery 
almost  realized  the  illusions  of  fable,  and  the  imaginations  of  the 
Spanish  voyagers  had  become  so  heated,  that  they  were  capable 
of  any  stretch  of  credulity. 

So  fully  persuaded  was  the  worthy  old  cavalier  of  the  exist- 
ence of  the  region  described  to  him,  that  he  fitted  out  three  ships 
a,t(  his  own  expense  to  prosecute  the  discovery,  nor  had  be  any 
difficulty  in  finding  adventurers  in  abundance  ready  to  cruise  with 
him  in  quest  of  this  fairy-land.* 

*  It  was  not  the  crednloos  mindfl  of  voyag^ra  and  adventnrera  alone  that 
were  heated  by  these  Indian  traditions  and  romantic  fiibles.  Men  of  learning 
and  eminence  were  likewise  beguiled  by  them :  witness  the  following  extract 
from  the  second  decad.  of  Peter  MRTtyr,  addressed  to  Leo  X,  then  bishop  of 
Rome : — 

"  Among  the  islands  on  the  north  side  of  Hiqsaniola  there  is  one  about  3S5 
leagnes  distant,  as  they  say  which  have  searched  the  same,  in  the  which  is  a 
continnal  spring  of  ranning  water,  of  sach  manrelous  virtue,  that  the  water 
thereof  being  dnmk,  perhaps  with  some  diet,  maketh  olde  men  yoang  again. 
And  here  I  must  make  protestation  to  your  holiness  not  to  think  this  to  be  said 
lightly  or  rashly,  for  they  have  so  spread  this  rumor  for  a  truth  throughout  all 
the  court,  that  not  only  all  the  people,  but  also  many  of  them  whom  wisdom 
or  fortune  hath  divided  from  the  common  sort,  think  it  to  be  true  ;  but,  if  you 
vtrill  ask  my  opinion  herein,  I  will  answer,  that  I  will  not  attribute  so  great 
power  to  nature,  but  that  Grod  hath  no  lease  reserved  this  prerogative. to  him- 
self than  to  search  the  hearts  of  men/'  dtc.— P.  Martyr,  kcad.  ii.  cap.  10,  Lok^ 
translation. 
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CHAPTEE  Vn. 


CBUI8S   OF  JUAN  PONGB  DB   LEON  IN   8EABGH   OF  THE  FOUN- 
TAIN  OP   YOUTH. 

[1512.] 

It  was  on  the  dd  of  March,  1512,  that  Juan  Ponce  sailed  with 
his  three  ships  from  the  port  of  St  Germain  in  the  island  of 
Porto  Rico.  He  kept  fdr  some  distance  along  the  coast  of  His- 
paniola,  and  then,  stretching  away  to  the  northward,  made  for  the 
Bahama  Islands,  and  soon  fell  in  with  the  first  of  the  group. 
He  was  favored  with  propitious  weather  and  tranquil  seas,  and 
glided  smoothly  with  wind  and  current  along  that  verdant  archi- 
pelago, visiting  one  island  afler  another,  until,  on  the  fourteenth 
of  the  month,  he  arrived  at  Guanahani,  or  St  Salvador,  where 
Christopher  Columhus  had  first  put  his  foot  on  the  shores  of  the 
New  World.  His  inquiries  for  the  island  of  Bimini  were  all  in 
vain,  and  as  to  the  fountain  of  youth,  he  may  have  drank  of  every 
fountain,  and  river,  and  lake,  in  the  archipelago,  even  to  the  salt 
pools  of  Turk's  Island,  without  being  a  whit  the  younger. 

Still  he  was  not  discouraged ;  but,  having  repaired  his  ships, 
he  again  put  to  sea  and  shaped  his  course  to  the  northwest  On 
Sunday,  the  27th  of  March,  he  came  in  sight  of  what  he  supposed 
to  be  an  island,  but  was  prevented  from  landing  by  adverse  wea- 
ther. He  continued  hovering  about  it  for  several  days,  buffeted 
by  the  elements,  until,  in  the  night  of  the  second  of  April,  he 
succeeded  in  coming  to  anchor  under  the  land,  in  thirty  degrees 
eight  minutes  of  latitude.  The  whole  country  was  in  the  fresh 
bloom  of  spring ;  the  trees  were  gay  with  blossoms,  and  the  fields 
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covered  with  flowers ;  from  which  drcumstance,  as  weU  as  ftoin 
having  discovered  it  on  PaLoa  Sunday  (Pascoa  Florida),  he  gave 
it  the  name  of  Florida,  which  it  retains  to  the  present  daj.  The 
Indian  name  of  the  country  was  Cautio.* 

Juan  Ponce  landed,  and  took  possession  of  the  comitry  in  the 
name  of  the  Castilian  sovereigns.  He  afterwards  continued  for 
several  weeks  ranging  the  coasts  of  this  flowery  land,  and  strug- 
gling against  the  gulf-stream  and  the  various  currents  which  swe^ 
it  He  doubled  Caga  Canaveral,  and  reconnoitred  the  southern 
and  eastern  shores  without  suspecting  that  this  was  a  part  of  Terta 
Firma.  In  all  his  attempts  to  explore  the  country,  he  met  with 
resolute  and  implacable  hostility  on  the  part  of  the  natives,  who 
appeared  to  be  a  flerce  and  warlike  race.  He  was  disappointed 
also  in  his  hopes  of  finding  gold,  nor  did  any  ai  the  rivers  or 
fountains,  which  he  examined,  possess  the  rejuvenating  virtue. 
Convinced,  therefore,  that  this  was  not  the  promised  land  of  In- 
dian tradition,  he  turned  his  prow  homeward  on  the  fourteenth 
of  June,  with  the  intention,  in  the  way,  of  making  one  more 
attempt  to  find  the  island  of  BiminL 

In  the  outset  of  his  return  he  discovered  a  group  of  islets 
abounding  with  sea-fowl  and  marine  animals.  On  one  of  them, 
his  sailors,  in  the  course  of  a  single  night,  caught  one  hundred 
and  seventy  turtles,  and  might  have  taken  many  more,  had  they 
been  so  inclined.  They  likewise  took  fourteen  sea-wolves,  and 
killed  a  vast  quantity  of  pelicans  and  other  birds.  To  this  group 
Juan  Ponce  gave  the  name  of  the  Tortugas,  or  Turtles,  which 
they  still  retain. 

Proceeding  in  his  cruise,  he  touched  at  another  group  of  islets 


•  Usmn,  Hist  IiuL,  dcead.  i.  lib.  ix.  cap.  10. 
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near  the  Lucajos,  to  whom  he  gave  the  name  oi  La  Yieja,  or  the 
Old  Woman  groap,  because  he  found  no  inhabitant  there  bnt  <Mie 
old  Indian  woman.*  This  ancient  sibyl  he  took  on  board  his 
ship,  to  give  him  information  about  the  labyrinth  of  islands  into 
which  he  was  entering,  and  perhaps  he  could  not  have  had  a 
more  suitable  guide  in  the  eeeentric  quest  be  was  making*  Notr 
withstanding  her  pilotage,  however,  he  was  exceedingly  baffled 
and  perplexed  in  his  return  voyage  among  the  Bahama  Islands, 
for  he  was  forcing  his  way  as  it  were  against  the  course  of  nature, 
and  encountering  the  currents  which  sweep  westward  along  these 
islands,  and  the  trade-wind  which  accompanies  them.  For  a 
long  time  he  struggled  vnith  all  kinds  of  difficulties  and  dangers ; 
and  was  obliged  to  remain  upwards  of  a  month  in  one  of  the 
islands  to  repair  the  damages  which  his  ship  had  suffered  in  a 
storm. 

Disheartened  at  length  by  the  perils  and  trials  with  which 
nature  seemed  to  have  beset  the  approach  to  Bimini,  as  to  some 
fairy  island  in  romance,  he  gave  up  the  quest  in  person,  and  sent 
in  his  place  a  trusty  captain,  Juan  Perez  de  Ortubia,  who  de- 
parted in  one  of  the  other  ships,  guided  by  the  experienced  old 
woman  of  the  isles,  and  by  another  Indian.  As  to  Juan  Ponce, 
he  made  the  best  of  his  way  back  to  Porto  Bico,  where  he  ar- 
rived infinitely  poorer  in  purse  and  wrinkled  in  brow,  by  this 
emise  al^r  inexhaustible  riches  and  perpetual  youth. 

He  had  not  been  long  in  port  when  his  trusty  envoy,  Juan 
Perez,  likewise  arrived.  Guided  by  the  sage  old  woman,  he  had 
succeeded  in  finding  the  bng-songht-for  Bimini.  He  described  it 
as  being  large,  verdant,  and  covered  with  oeautiful  groves. 
There  were  crystal  springs  and  limpid  streams  in  abundance, 

•  fienera,  deetd.  i.  lib.  ix. 
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idiich  kept  the  island  in  perpetual  verdure,  but  none  that  covdd 
restore  to  an  old  man  the  vernal  greenness  of  his  youth. 

Thus  ended  the  romantic  expedition  of  Juan  Ponce  de  Leon. 
Like  many  other  pursuits  of  a  chimera,  it  terminated  in  the  ac- 
quisition of  a  substantial  good.  Though  he  had  failed  in  finding 
the  fairy  fountain  of  youth,  he  had  discovered  in  place  of  ii 
the  important  country  of  Florida.* 


CHAPTER  VnL 


EXPEDITION    OF    JUAN    PONCE    AGAINST    THE    0ABIB8. — ^HI8 

DEATH. 

[1514.] 

Juan  Ponce  db  Leon  now  repaired  to  Spain,  to  make  a  report 
of  his  voyage  to  King  Ferdinand.  The  hardy  old  cavalier  expe- 
rienced much  raillery  from  the  witlings  of  the  court,  on  account 
of  his  visionary  voyage,  though  many  wise  men  had  been  as 
credulous  as  himself  at  the  outset  The  king,  however,  received 
him  with  great  favor,  and  conferred  on  him  the  title  of  Adelan- 

.  *  The  belief  of  the  existence,  in  Florida,  of  a  river  like  that  sought  bj 
Joan  Ponce,  was  long  prevalent  among  the  Indians  of  Cuba,  and  tflb  oadqoes 
were  anxious  to  discover  it.  That  a  partf  of  the  natives  of  Cnba  once  went 
in  search  of  it,  and  remained  there,  appears  to  be  a  fiict,  as  their  descendants 
were  afterwards  to  be  traced  among  the  people  of  Florida.  Las  Casas  says, 
that,  even  in  his  days,  many  persisted  in  seeking  this  mystery,  and  some 
thought  that  the  river  was  no  other  than  that  called  the  Jordan,  at  the  point 
of  St.  Helena ;  without  considering  that  the  name  was  given  to  it  by  the  Span- 
iards in  the  year  15S0,  when  they  discovered  the  land  of  Chioora. 
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tado  of  Bimini  and  Florida,  which  last  was  as  yet  considered  an 
island.  Pennission  was  also  granted  him  to  recruit  men  either 
in  Spain  or  in  the  colonies  for  a  settlement  in  Florida ;  bat  he 
deferred  entering  on  his  command  for  the  present,  being  probably 
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Arcb^>e]ago.  Arriving  at  the  island  of  Groadaloape,  he  caat  an- 
chor, and  sent  men  on  shore  for  wood  and  water,  and  women  to 
wash  the  dothing  of  the  crews,  with  a  party  of  soldiers  to  mount 
guard. 

Juan  Ponce  had  not  been  as  wary  as  usual,  or  he  had  to  deal 
with  savages  unusually  adrcnt  in  warfare.  While  the  people 
were  scattered  carelessly  on  the  shore,  the  Garibs  rushed  forth 
from  an  ambuscade,  killed  the  greater  part  of  the  men,  and  car- 
ried off  the  women  to  the  mountains. 

This  blow  at  the  very  onset  of  his  vaunted  expedition  sank 
deep  into  the  heart  of  Juan  Ponce,  and  put  an  end  to  all  his 
military  excitement  Humbled  and  mortified,  he  set  sail  for  the 
island  of  Porto  Rico,  where  he  relinquished  all  further  prosecu- 
tion of  the  enterprise,  under  pretext  of  ill  health,  and  gave  the 
command  of  the  squadron  to  a  captain  named  Zuniga ;  but  it  is 
surmised  that  his  malady  was  not  so  much  of  the  fl^sh  as  of  the 
Spirit  He  remained  in  T^orto  Rico  as  governor;  but,  having 
grown  testy  and  irritable  through  vexations  and  disappointments, 
he  gave  great  offence,  and  caused  much  contention  on  the  island 
by  positive  and  strong-handed  measures,  in  respect  to  the  distri- 
bution of  the  Indians. 

He  continued  for  several  years  in  that  island,  in  a  state  of 
growling  repose,  until  the  brilliant  exploits  of  Hernando  Cortez, 
whidt  threatened  to  eclipse  the  achievements  of  all  the  veteran 
discoverers,  roused  his  dormant  spirit. 

Jealous  of  being  cast  in  the  shade  in  his  old  days,  he  deter- 
mined to  sally  forth  on  one  more  expedition.  He  had  heard  that 
Florida,  which  he  had  discovered,  and  which  he  had  hitherto  con- 
sidered a  mere  island,  was  part  of  Terra  Firma,  possessing  vast 
and  unknown  regions  in  its  bosom.    If  so,  a  grand  field  of  enter- 
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It  has  thus  been  paraphrased  in  Spanish  by  the  Licentiato 
Juan  de  Castellanos : 

Aqneste  Ingar  eatrecho 
Es  aepolchro  del  yaron, 
Que  en  el  nombre  foe  Leon, 
T  mncho  maa  en  el  hecho. 

^  In  this  sepulchre  rest  the  bones  of  a  man,  who  was  a  lion 
by  name,  and  still  more  by  nature.** 
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the  sovereign  on  this  subject,  he  had  recouree  to  the  governor,  as  royal 
vice-patron  of  the  island,  hoping  that  his  solicitation  might  be  granted,  and 
the  remains  of  the  admiral  exhumed  and  conveyed  to  the  island  of  Cuba, 
in  the  ship  San  Lorenzo. 

The  generous  wishes  of  this  high-minded  Spaniard  met  with  warm 
concurrence  on  the  part  of  the  governor.  He  informed  him  in  reply,  that 
the  duke  of  Veraguas,  lineal  successor  of  Columbus,  had  manifested  the 
same  soUcitude,  and  had  sent  directions  that  the  necessary  measures 
should  be  taken  at  his  expense ;  and  had  at  the  same  time  expressed  a 
wish  that  the  bones  of  the  Adelantado,  Don  Bartholomew  Columbus, 
should  likewise  be  exhumed ;  transmitting  inscriptions  to  be  put  upon  the 
sepulchres  of  both.  He  added,  that  althoygh  the  king  had  given  no  orders 
on  the  subject,  yet  the  proposition  being  so  accordant  with  the  grateful 
feelings  of  the  Spanish  nation,  and  meeting  with  the  concurrence  of  all 
the  authorities  of  the  island,  he  was  ready  on  his  part  to  carry  it  into  exe- 
cution. _ 

The  coounandant-general  Aristizabal  then  made  a  similar  communica- 
tion to  the  archbishop  of  Cuba,  Don  Fernando  Portillo  y  Torres,  whose 
metropolis  was  then  the  city  of  St.  Domingo,  hoping  to  receive  his  coun- 
tenance and  aid  in  this  pious  undertaking. 

The  reply  of  the  archbishop  was  couched  in  terms  of  high  courtesy 
towards  the  gallant  commander,  and  deep  reverence  for  the  memory  of 
Columbus,  and  expressed  a  zeal  in  rendering  this  tribute  of  gratitude  and 
respect  to  the  remains  of  one  who  had  done  so  much  for  the  glory  of  the 
nation. 

The  persons  empowered  to  act  for  the  duke  of  Veraguas,  the  venera- 
ble dean  and  chapter  of  the  cathedral,  and  all  the  other  persons  and  autho- 
rities to  whom  Don  Gabriel  de  Aristizabal  made  similu*  communications, 
manifested  the  same  eagerness  to  assist  in  the  performance  of  this  solemn 
and  affecting  rite. 

The  worthy  commander  Aristizabal,  having  taken  all  these  prepara- 
tory steps  with  great  form  and  punctilio,  so  as  that  the  ceremony  should 
be  performed  in  a  public  and  striking  manner,  suitable  to  the  fame  of 
Columbus,  the  whole  was  carried  into  effect  with  becoming  pomp  and 
solemnity. 

On  Uie  20th  December,  1795,  the  most  distinguished  persons  of  the 
place,  the  dignitaries  of  the  church,  and  civil  and  military  officers,  assem- 
bled in  the  metropolitan  cathedral.  In  the  presence  of  this  august  assem- 
Uage,  a  small  vault  was  opened  above  the  chancel,  in  the  prindpal  wall 
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on  the  right  side  of  the  high  altar.  Within  were  found  the  fragments  of 
a  leaden  coffin,  a  number  of  bones,  and  a  quantity  of  mould,  evidently  the 
remains  of  a  human  body.  These  were  carefully  collected  and  put  into 
a  case  of  gilded  lead,  about  half  an  ell  in  length  and  breadth,  and  a  third 
in  height,  secured  by  an  iron  lock,  the  key  of  which  was  delivered  to  the 
archbishop.  The  case  was  inclosed  in  a  coffin  covered  with  black  velvet, 
^  and  ornamented  with  lace  and  fringe  of  gold.  The  whole  was  then  placed 
in  a  temporary  tomb  or  mausoleum. 

On  the  following  day,  there  was  another  grand  convocation  at  the  ca- 
thedral, when  the  vigils  and  masses  for  the  dead  were  solemnly  chanted 
by  the  archbishop,  accompanied  by  the  commandant-general  of  the  armada, 
the  Dominican  and  Franciscan  friars,  and  the  friars  of  the  order  of  Mercy, 
together  with  die  rest  of  the  distinguished  assemblage.  After  this  a 
fbneral  sermon  was  preached  by  the  archbishop. 

On  the  same  day,  at  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  coffin  was  trans- 
ported to  the  ship  with  the  utmost  state  and  ceremony,  with  a  civil,  reli- 
gions, and  military  procession,  banners  wrapped  in  mourning,  chants  and 
responses  and  discharges  of  artillery.  The  most  distinguished  persons  of 
the  several  orders  took  turn  to  support  the  coffin.  The  key  was  taken 
with  great  formality  from  the  hands  of  the  archbishop  by  the  governor, 
and  given  into  the  hands  of  the  commander  of  the  armada,  to  be  delivered 
by  him  to  the  governor  of  the  Havana,  to  be  held  in  deposit  until  the  plea- 
sure of  the  king  should  be  known.  The  coffin  was  received  on  board  of 
a  brigantine  called  the  Hiscoverer,  which,  with  all  the  other  shipping,  dis- 
played mourning  signals,  and  saluted  the  remains  with  the  honors  paid  to 
an  admiral. 

Prom  the  port  of  St.  Domingo  the  coffin  was  conveyed  to  the  bay  of 
Ocoa  and  there  transferred  to  the  ship  San  Lorenzo.  It  was  accompanied 
by  a  portrait  of  Columbus,  sent  from  Spain  by  the  duke  of  Veraguas,  to 
be  suspended  close  by  the  place  where  the  remains  of  his  illustrious  an- 
cestor should  be  deposited. 

The  ship  immediately  made  sail  and  arrived  at  Havana  in  Cuba,  on  the 
15th  of  January,  1796.  Here  the  same  deep  feelmg  of  reverence  to  the 
memory  of  the  discoverer  was  evinced.  The  principal  authorities  repaired 
on  board  of  the  ship,  accompMmied  by  the  superior  naval  and  military  offi- 
cers. Every  thing  was  conducted  with  the  same  circumstantial  and  solemn 
ceremonial.  The  remains  were  removed  with  great  reverence,  and  placed  in 
a  felucca,  in  which  they  were  conveyed  to  land  in  the  midst  of  a  procession 
of  three  columns  of  feluccas  and  boats  in  the  royal  service,  all  properly 
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decorated,  contdmng  distingaished  military  and  ministerial  officera^  Two 
feluccas  followed,  in  one  of  which  was  a  marine  gnard  of  honor,  with 
mooming  banners  and  muffled  drums ;  and  in  the  other  were  the  com- 
mandant general,  the  principal  minister  of  marine,  and  the  military  sta£^ 
In  pasring  the  vessels  of  war  in  the  harbor,  they  all  paid  the  honors  due  to 
an  admiral  and  captain-general  of  the  navy.  On  arriving  at  the  mole,  the 
remains  were  met  by  tli^  governor  of  the  island,  accompanied  by  the  gen- 
erals and  the  military  staff.  The  coffin  was  then  conveyed  between  files 
of  soldiery  which  lined  the  streets  to  the  obelisk,  in  the  place  of  aims, 
where  it  was  received  in  a  hearse  prepared  for  the  purpose.  Here  the 
remains  were  formally  delivered  to  the  governor  and  captain-general  of 
the  island,  the  key  given  up  to  him,  the  coffin  opened  and  examined,  and 
the  safe  transportation  of  its  contents  authenticated.  This  ceremony  be- 
ing concluded,  it  was  conveyed  in  grand  procession  and  with  the  utmost 
pomp  to  the  cathedral.  Masses,  and  the  solemn  ceremonies  of  the  dead 
were  performed  by  the  bishop,  and  the  mortal  remains  of  Columbus  de- 
posited with  great  reverence  in  the  wall  on  the  right  side  of  the  grand 
altar.  ^  All  these  hmiors  and  ceremonies,'^  says  the  document^  from 
whence  this  notice  is  digested,*  ^  were  attended  by  the  ecclesiastical  and 
secular  dignitaries,  the  public  bodies  and  all  the  nobility  and  gentry  of 
Havana,  in  proof  of  the  high  estimation  and  respectful  remembrance  in 
which  they  held  the  hero  who  had  discovered  the  New  Worid,  and  had 
been  the  first  to  plant  the  standard  of  the  cross  on  that  island." 

This  is  the  last  occasion  that  the  Spanish  nation  has  had  to  testily  its 
feelings  towards  the  memory  of  Columbus,  and  it  is  with  deep  satisfiiction 
that  the  author  of  this  work  has  been  able  to  cite  at  laige  a  ceremonial  so 
solemn,  affecting,  and  noble  in  its  details,  and  so  honorable  to  the  national 
character. 

When  we  read  of  the  remains  of  Columbus,  thus  conveyed  from  the 
port  of  St  Domingo,  after  an  interval  of  nearly  three  hundred  years,  as 
sacred  national  relics,  with  civic  and  military  pomp,  and  high  religions 
ceremonial ;  the  most  dignified  and  illustrious  men  striving  who  most 
should  pay  them  reverence ;  we  cannot  but  reflect  that  it  was  from  this 
very  port  he  was  carried  off  loaded  with  ignominious  chains,  blasted  ap- 
parently in  fame  and  fortune,  and  followed  by  the  reviiings  of  the  rabble. 
Such  honors,  it  is  true,  are  nothing  to  the  dead,  nor  can  they  atone  to  the 
heart,  now  dust  and  ashes,  for  all  the  wrongs  and  sorrows  it  may  have 


*  Navarrete  Cdec.  torn.  ii.  p.  365. 
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stifierod :  but  they  speak  volumes  oi  comfort  to  the  illostrioas,  yet  slan- 
dered and  persecuted  living,  encouraging  them  bravely  to  hear  with  present 
injuries,  by  showing  them  how  true  merit  outlives  all  calumny,  and  re- 
ceives its  glorious  reward  in  the  admiration  of  after  ages. 


No.  n. 

NOTIOB   OF  THE  DBBOEKDANTS   OF  COLUMBUB. 

On  the  death  of  Columbus  his  son  Diego  succeeded  to  his  rights,  as  vice- 
roy and  governor  of  the  New  World,  according  to  the  express  capttula- 
tioiis  between  the  sovereigns  and  his  father.  He  appears  by  the  general 
consent  of  historians  to  have  been  a  man  of  great  integrity,  of  respectaUe 
talents,  and  of  a  frank  and  generous  nature.  Herrera  speaks  repeatedly 
of  the  gentleness  and  urbanity  of  his  manners,  and  pronounces  him  of  a 
noUe  disposition  and  without  decot.  This  absence  of  all  guile  frequently 
laid  him  open  to  the  stratagems  of  crafty  men,  grown  old  in  deceptioOv 
who  rendered  his  life  a  continued  series  of  embarrassments ;  but  the  pro- 
bity of  his  character,  with  the  irresistible  power  of  truth,  bore  him  through 
difficulties  in  which  more  politic  and  subtle  men  would  have  been  entangled 
and  completely  lost 

Immediately  after  the  death  of  the  admiral,  IXm  Diego  came  forward 
as  lineal  successor,  and  urged  the  restitution  of  the  fsunily  offices  and 
privileges,  which  had  been  suspended  during  the  latter  years  of  his  Other's 
life.  If  the  cold  and  wary  Feidinand,  however,  could  forget  his  obligations 
of  gratitude  and  justice  to  Columbus,  he  had  less  difficulty  in  turning  a  deaf 
ear  to  the  solicitations  of  his  son.  For  two  years  Don  Diego  pressed  his 
suit  with  fruitless  diligence.  He  felt  the  apparent  distrust  of  the  monarch 
the  more  sensibly,  from  having  been  brou^t  up  under  his  eye,  as  a  page 
in  the  royal  household,  where  his  character  ought  to  be  well  known  and 
appredated.  At  length,  on  the  return  of  Ferdinand  fh)m  Naples  in  1508, 
he  put  to  him  a  direct  question,  with  the  frankness  attributed  to  his  cha- 
racter. He  demanded  ^  why  his  majesty  would  not  grant  to  him  as  a 
favor,  that  which  was  his  right,  and  why  he  hesitated  to  confide  in  the 
fidelity  of  one  who  had  been  reared  in  his  bouse.**    Ferdinand  replied  that 
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he  cmild  fully  confide  in  him,  but  could  not  repose  so  great  a  trust  at  a 
yentnre  hi  his  children  and  successors.  To  this  Don  Diego  rejoined,  that 
it  was  contrary  to  all  justice  and  reason  to  make  him  suffer  for  the  sins 
of  his  children  who  might  never  be  bom.* 

Still,  though  he  had  reason  and  justice  on  his  side,  the  young  admiral 
fovnd  it  impossible  to  bring  the  wary  monarch  to  a  compliance.  Finding 
all  appeal  to  all  his  ideas  of  equity  or  sentiments  of  generosity  in  vain, 
he  solicited  permission  to  pursue  his  claim  in  the  ordinary  course  of  law. 
The  king  could  not  refuse  so  reasonable  a  request,  and  Don  Diego  com- 
menced a  process  against  king  Ferdinand  before  the  council  of  the  Indies, 
founded  on  the  repeated  capitulations  between  the  crown  and  his  father, 
and  embracing  all  the  dignities  and  immunities  ceded  by  them. 

One  ground  of  opposition  to  these  claims  was,  that  if  the  capitulation, 
made  by  the  sovereigns  in  1492,  had  granted  a  perpetual  viceroyalty  to 
the  admiral  and  his  heirs,  such  grant  could  not  stand ;  being  ccmtrary  to 
the  interest  of  the  state,  and  to  an  express  law  prdinulgated  in  Toledo  in 
1480 ;  wherein  it  was  ordained  that  no  office,  involving  the  admimstration 
of  justice,  should  be  given  in  perpetuity ;  that  therefore,  the  viceroyalty 
granted  to  the  admiral  could  only  have  been  for  his  life ;  and  that  even, 
during  that  term,  it  had  justly  been  taken  from  him  for  his  misconduct. 
That  such  concessions  were  contrary  to  the  inherent  prerogatives  of  the 
crown,  of  which  the  government  could  not  divest  itself.  To  this  Don 
Diego  replied,  that  as  to  the  validity  of  the  capitulation,  it  was  a  bmding 
contract,  and  none  of  its  privileges  ought  to  be  restricted.  That  as  by 
royal  schedules  dated  in  Villa  Franca,  June  2d,  1606,  and  Almazan,  Aug. 
28, 1607,  it  had  been  ordered  that  he,  Don  Diego,  should  receive  the 
tenths,  so  equally  ought  the  other  privileges  to  be  accorded  to  him.  As 
to  the  allegation  that  his  father  had  been  deprived  of  his  viceroyalty  for 
hifl  demerits,  it  was  contrary  to  all  truth.  It  had  been  audacity  on  the 
part  of  Bobadilla  to  send  him  a  prisoner  to  Spain  in  1600,  and  contrary  to 
tiie  will  and  command  of  the  sovereigns,  as  was  proved  by  their  letter, 
dated  from  Valencia  de  la  Torre  in  1602,  in  which  they  expressed  grief  at 
his  arrest,  and  assured  him  that  it  should  be  redressed,  and  his  privileges 
guarded  entire  to  himself  and  his  cMldren.f 

This  memorable  suit  was  commenced  in  1608,  and  continued  for  seve- 
ral years.    In  the  course  of  it  the  claims  of  Don  Diego  were  disputed, 

*  Herrera,  HiaC.  Ind.  decad.  ii.  lib.  vii.  cap.  4w 

t  Extracts  from  the  minutes  of  the  procesi  taken  by  th«  historian  Maiiox»  BfS. 
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likewise,  on  the  plea  that  his  father  was  not  the  original  discoverer  of 
Terra  Firma,  bat  only  subsequently  of  certain  portions  of  it  This,  how- 
ever, was  completely  controverted  by  overwhelming  testimony.  The 
claims  of  Don  Diego  were  minutely  discussed  and  rigidly  examined ;  and 
the  unanimous  decision  of  the  council  of  the  Indies  in  his  favor,  while  it 
reflected  honor  on  the  justice  and  independence  of  that  body,  silenced 
many  petty  cavilers  at  the  fair  fame  of  Columbus.*  Notwithstanding 
this  decision,  the  wily  monarch  wanted  neither  means  nor  pretexts  to 
delay  the  ceding  of  such  vast  powers,  so  repugnant  to  his  cautious  policy. 
The  young  admiral  was  finally  indebted  for  his  success  in  this  suit  to 
previous  success  attained  in  a  suit  of  a  different  nature.  He  had  become 
enamored  of  Dofia  Maria  de  Toledo,  daughter  of  Fernando  de  Toledo, 
grand  commander  of  Leon,  and  niece  to  Don  Fadrique  de  Toledo,  the  cel- 
ebrated duke  of  Alva,  chief  favorite  of  the  king.  This  was  aspiring  to  a 
high  connection.  The  father  and  uncle  of  the  lady  were  tl^  most  power- 
ful grandees  of  the  proud  kingdom  of  Spain,  and  cousins  german  to  Fer- 
dinand. The  glory,  however,  which  Columbus  had  left  behind,  rested 
upon  his  children,  and  the  claims  of  Don  Diego,  recently  confirmed  by  the 
council,  involved  dignities  and  wealth  sufficient  to  raise  him  to  a  level  with 
the  loftiest  alliance.  He  found  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  hand  of  the 
lady,  and  thus  was  the  foreign  fiunily  of  Columbus  ingrafted  on  one  o£ 
the  proudest  races  of  Spain.  The  natural  cimsequences  followed.  Di^;o 
had  secured  that  magical  power  called  ^  connections ;"  and  the  favor  of 
Ferdinand,  which  had  been  so  long  withheld  from  him,  as  the  son  of  Co- 
lumbus, shone  upon  him,  though  coldly,  as  the  nephew  of  the  duke  of 
Alva.  The  father  and  unde  of  his  bride  succeeded,  though  with  great 
difficulty,  in  conquering  the  repugnance  of  the  monarch,  and  after  all  he 
but  granted  in  part  the  justice  they  required.  He  ceded  to  Don  Di^^o 
merely  the  dirties  and  powers  enjoyed  by  Nicholas  de  Ovando,  who  was 
recalled ;  and  he  cautiously  withheld  the  title  of  viceroy. 

The  recall  of  Ovando  was  not  merely  a  measure  to  make  room  for 
Don  Diego,  it  was  the  tardy  performance  of  a  promise  made  to  Isab^la 
on  her  death-bed.  The  expiring  queen  had  demanded  it  as  a  punishm^it 
for  the  massacre  of  her  poor  Indian  subjects  at  Xarsgua,  and  the  cruel 
and  ignominious  execution  of  the  female  cacique  Anacaona.  Thus  retri- 
butioD  was  continually  going  its  rounds  in  the  checkered  destinies  of  this 

*  Further  mention  wiQ  be  found  of  this  lawsuit  in  the  article  relative  to 
Amerigo  Vespucci. 

VOL.  m.  13* 
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island,  which  has  ever  presented  a  little  epitome  of  human  history ;  its 
errors  and  crimes,  and  consequent  disasters. 

In  complying  with  the  request  of  the  queen,  however,  Ferdinand  was 
£ivorable  towards  Ovando.  He  did  not  feel  the  same  generous  sympathies 
with  his  late  consort,  and,  however  Ovando  had  sinned  against  humanity 
in  his  treatment  of  the  Indians,  he  had  been  a  vigilant  officer,  and  his  very 
oppressions  had  in  general  proved  profitable  to  the  crown.  Ferdinand 
directed  that  the  fleet  which  took  out  the  new  governor  should  return  un- 
der the  command  of  Ovando,  and  that  he  should  retain  undisturbed  enjoy- 
ment of  any  property  or  Indian  slaves  that  might  be  found  in  his  posses- 
sion. Some  have  represented  Ovando  as  a  man  far  from  mercenary ;  that 
the  wealth  wrung  from  the  miseries  of  the  natives  was  for  his  sovereign, 
not  for  himself;  and  it  is  intimated  that  one  secret  cause  of  his  disgrace 
was  his  having  made  an  enemy  of  the  all-powerful  and  unforgiving 
Fonseca.* 

The  new  admiral  embarked  at  St.  Lucar,  June  9, 1509,  with  his  wife, 
his  brother  Don  Fernando,  who  was  now  grown  to  man's  estate,  and  had 
been  well  educated,  and  his  two  uncles  Don  Bartholomew  and  Don  Diego. 
They  were  accompanied  by  a  numerous  retinue  of  cavaliers,  with  their 
wives,  and  of  young  ladies  of  rank  and  fiunily,  more  distinguished,  it  is 
Jiinted,  for  high  blood  than  large  fortune,  and  who  were  sent  out  to  find 
wealthy  husbands  in  the  New  World.f 

Though  the  king  had  not  granted  Don  Diego  the  dignity  of  viceroy, 
the  title  was  generally  given  to  him  by  courtesy,  and  his  wife  was  univer- 
sally addressed  by  that  of  vice-queen. 

Don  Diego  commenced  his  rule  with  a  degree  of  splendor  hitherto 
unknown  in  the  colony.  The  vice-queen,  who  was  a  lady  of  great  desert, 
surrounded  by  the  noble  cavaliers  and  the  young  ladies  of  family  who  had 
come  in  her  retinue,  established  a  sort  of  court,  which  threw  a  degree  of 
lustre  over  the  half  savage  island.  The  young  ladies  were  soon  married 
to  the  wealthiest  colonists,  and  contributed  greatly  to  soften  those  rude 
manners  which  had  grown  up  in  a  state  of  society  hitherto  destitute  of  the 
salutary  restraint  and  pleasing  decorum  produced  by  female  influence. 

Don  Diego  had  considered  his  appointment  in  the  light  of  a  vice- 
royalty,  but  the  king  soon  took  measures  which  showed  that  he  admitted 
of  no  such  pretension.    Without  any  reference  to  Don  Diego,  he  divided 

*  Charlevoix,  ut  supra,  ▼.  i.  p.  272,  id.  274. 
t  Las  Casas,  lib.  ii.  cap.  49,  MS. 
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the  oeast  of  Darien  into  two  great  provinces,  separated  by  an  imaginary 
line  running  through  the  Gulf  of  Uraba,  appointing  Alonzo  de  Ojeda  gov- 
ernor of  the  eastern  province,  which  he  called  New  Andalusia,  and  Diego 
de  Nicnessa,  governor  of  the  western  province,  which  included  the  rich 
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now  advancing  in  yean,  had  devolved  the  aflkira  of  the  Indies  is  a  gvenC 
meaanre  oo  Fonaeca,*  who  had  superintended  them  fiom  the  firet,  and  be 
was  gready  gnidad  by  the  advice  of  that  prelate,  which  was  not  fikdy  to 
be  fitvorable  to  the  descendants  of  Colmnbas.  The  cooiplaintB  from  the 
ccdooies  were  so  artfully  enforced,  thevefore,  that  he  estaUished  hi  1610  a 
sovereign  conrt  at  St  Donungo,  called  the  royal  audience,  to  which  an 
appeal  might  be  made  from  all  sentences  of  the  admiral,  even  in  cases  re- 
served hitherto  exclusively  for  the  crown.  Doa  Diego  considered  this  a 
snspicions  and  injurious  measure  intended  to  demolish  his  authority. 

Frank,  open,  and  unsuspicious,  the  young  admiral  was  not  formed  for 
a  contest  with  the  crafty  politicians  arrayed  against  him,  who  were  ready 
and  adroit  in  seizing  upon  his  slightest  errors,  and  magnifying  them  into 
crimes.  Difficulties  were  multiplied  in  his  path  which  it  was  out  of  his 
power  to  overcome.  He  had  entered  upon  office  full  of  magnanimous 
intentions ;  determined  to  put  an  end  to  oppression,  and  correct  all  abuses ; 
all  good  men  therefore  had  rejoiced  at  his  appointment ;  but  he  soon  found 
that  he  had  overrated  his  strength,  and  undervalued  the  difficulties  await- 
ing him.  He  calculated  from  his  own  good  heart,  but  he  had  no  idea  of 
the  wicked  hearts  of  others.  He  was  opposed  to  the  repartimientos  of 
Indians,  that  source  of  all  kinds  of  inhumanity ;  but  he  found  all  the  men 
of  wealth  in  the  colony,  and  most  of  the  important  persons  of  the  court, 
interested  in  maintaining  them.  He  perceived  that  the  attempt  to  abolish 
them  would  be  dangerous,  and  the  result  questionable :  at  the  same  time 
this  abuse  was  a  source  of  immense  profit  to  himself  Self-interest,  thwe- 
fore,  combined  with  other  considerations,  and  what  at  first  appeared  difli- 
cult,  seemed  presently  impracticable.  The  repartimientos  contmned  in  the 
state  in  which  he  found  them,  excepting  that  he  removed  such  of  the  su- 
perintendents as  had  been  cruel  and  oppressive,  and  substituted  men  of  his 
own  appointment,  who  probably  proved  equally  worthless.  His  friends 
were  disappointed,  his  enemies  encouraged ;  a  hue  and  cry  was  raised 
against  him  by  the  friends  of  those  he  had  displaced ;  and  it  was  even  said 
that  if  Ovando  had  not  died  about  this  time,  he  would  have  been  sent  out 
to  supplant  Don  Diego. 

The  subjugation  and  settlement  of  the  island  of  Cuba  in  1510,  was  a 
fortunate  event  in  the  administration  of  the  present  admiral.  He  congrat- 
ulated king  Ferdinand  on  having  acquired  the  largest  and  most  beautiful 
island  in  the  wodd  without  losing  a  shigle  man.     The  intelligence  was 

•  Herren,  deead.  i.  lib.  viL  oap.  13. 
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Ikiglily  acceptaUe  to  the  king ;  bat  it  was  accompanied  by  a  great  number 
of  oomplaintB  against  the  admiral.  Little  affection  as  Ferdinand  felt  for 
Don  Diego,  he  was  still  aware  that  most  of  these  representations  were 
Iklse,  and  had  their  origin  in  the  jealousy  and  envy  of  his  enemies.  He 
judged  it  expedient,  however,  in  1512,  to  send  out  Don  Bartholomew  Co* 
lumbus  with  minuto  instructions  to  his  nephew  the  admiral. 

Don  Bartholomew  stiU  retained  the  office  of  Adehmtado  of  the  Indies ; 
although  Ferdinand,  through  selfish  motives,  detained  him  in  Spain,  while 
he  employed"  inferior  men  in  voyages  of  discovery.  He  now  added  to  his 
appointments  the  property  and  government  of  the  little  island  of  Mona 
during  life,  and  assigned  him  a  repartimiento  of  two  hundred  Indians,  with 
the  superintendence  of  the  mines  which  mi^  be  discovered  in  Cuba ;  an 
office  which  proved  very  lucrative.* 

Among  the  instructions  given  by  the  king  to  Don  Diego,  he  directed 
that,  m  conaequence  of  the  representations  of  the  Dominican  friare,  the 
labor  of  the  natives  should  be  reduced  to  one-third ;  that  negro  slaves 
should  be  procured  from  Guinea  as  a  relief  to  the  Indians  ;f  and  that  Carib 
slaves  should  be  branded  on  the  leg,  to  prevent  other  Indians  from  being 
confounded  with  them  and  subjected  to  hareh  treatment.^ 

The  two  governors,  Ojeda  and  Nicueesa,  whom  the  king  had  appointed 
to  colonize  and  command  at  the  Isthmus  of  Darien,  in  Terra  Firma,  hav- 
ing failed  in  their  undertakmg,  the  sovereign,  in  1514,  wrote  to  Hispaniola, 
permittmg  the  Adelantado,  Don  Bartholomew,  if  so  inclined,  to  take  charge 
of  settling  the  coast  of  Veragua,  and  to  govern  that  country  under  the 
admhral  Don  Diego,  conformaUy  to  his  privileges.  Had  the  king  consulted 
his  own  interest,  and  the  deference  due  to  the  talents  and  services  of  the 
Adelantado,  this  measure  would  have  been  taken  at  an  earlier  date.  It 
was  now  too  late :  illness  prevented  Don  Bartholomew  from  executing 
ibm  enterprise ;  and  his  active  and  toilsome  life  was  drawing  to  a  close. 

Many  calunmies  having  been  sent  home  to  Spain  by  Pasamonte  and 
other  enemies  of  Don  Diego,  and  various  measures  being  taken  by  gov- 
ernment, which  he  conceived  derogatory  to  his  dignity,  and  injurious  to 
his  privileges,  he  requested  and  obtained  permission  to  repair  to  court,  that 
he  Bright  explain  and  vindicate  his  conduct.  He  departed,  accordingly,  on 
April  9th,  1515,  leaving  the  Adelantado  with  the  vice-queen  Dofia  Maria. 

•  Charievoix,  Hist  St.  Domingo,  p.  331. 
t  Herren,  Hist.  Ind.,  decad.  i.  lib.  ix.  cap.  5.  t  Idem. 
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He  was  received  with  grreat  honor  hy  tlie  king ;  and  he  merited  such  A 
reception.  He  had  succeeded  in  every  enterprise  he  had  undertaken  or 
directed.  The  pearl  fishery  had  been  saccessfully  estaUished  on  the  coast 
of  Cubagua ;  the  islands  of  Cuba  and  of  Jamaica  had  been  subjected  .and 
brought  under  cultivation  without  bloodshed ;  his  conduct  as  governor  bad 
been  upright ;  and  he  had  only  excited  the  representations  made  against 
him,  by  endeavoring  to  lessen  the  oppression  of  the  natives.  The  king 
ordered  that  all  processes  against  him  in  the  court  of  appeal  and  elsewhere, 
for  damages  done  to  individuals  in  regulating  the  repartimientoe,  should  be 
discontinued,  and  the  cases  sent  to  himself  for  consideration.  But  with 
all  these  favors,  as  the  admiral  claimed  a  share  of  the  profits  of  the  prov- 
inces of  CastiUa  del  Oro,  saying  that  it  was  discovered  by  his  father,  as 
the  names  of  its  phices,  such  as  Norobre  de  Dies,  Porto  Bello  and  el  Re- 
trete,  plainly  proved,  the  king  ordered  that  interrogatories  should  be  made 
among  the  mariners  who  had  sailed  with  Christopher  Columbus,  in  the 
hope  of  proving  that  he  had  not  discovered  the  coast  of  Darien  nor  the 
Gulf  of  Uraba.  "  Thus,"  adds  Herrera,  "  Don  Diego  was  always  in- 
volved in  litigations  with  the  fiscal,  so  that  he  might  truly  say  that  he  was 
heir  to  the  troubles  of  his  father."* 

Not  long  after  the  departure  of  Don  Diego  from  St  Domingo,  his 
uncle,  Don  Bartholomew,  ended  his  active  and  laborious  life.  No  partacn- 
lars  are  given  of  his  death,  nor  is  there  mention  made  of  his  age,  ^^ch 
must  have  been  advanced.  King  Ferdinand  is  said  to  have  expressed 
great  concern  at  the  event,  for  he  had  a  high  opinion  of  the  character  and 
talents  of  the  Adelantado :  '*  a  man,"  says  Herrera,  "  of  not  less  worth 
than  his  brother  the  admiral,  and  who,  if  he  had  been  employed,  would 
have  given  great  proofs  of  it ;  for  he  was  an  excellent  seaman,  valiant  and 
of  great  heart "f  Charlevoix  attributes  the  inacticm  in  which  Don Baitbok> 
mew  had  be^i  suffered  to  remain  for  several  years,  to  the  jealoosy  and 
parsimony  of  the  king.  He  found  the  house  already  too  powerful ;  and 
the  Adelantado,  had  he  discovered  Mexico,  was  a  man  to  make  as  good 
conditions  as  had  been  made  by  the  admiral  his  brother.^  It  was  said,  ob- 
served Herrera,  that  the  king  rather  preferred  to  employ  him  in  his  Euro- 
pean afihirs,  though  it  could  only  have  been  to  divert  him  from  other  ob- 
jects.   On  his  death  the  king  resumed  to  himself  the  island  of  Mona, 

•  Herrera,  decad.  ii.  lib.  ii.  cap.  7.        t  Idem,  decad.  i.  lib.  x.  cap.  1€« 
X  Charlevoix,  Hist  St  Doming.,  lib.  v. 
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which  he  had  given  to  him  for  life,  and  trar/eiTed  his  repardmiento  of 
two  hundred  Indians  to  the  vice-qneen  Pofia  Maria. 

While  the  admiral  Don  Di^'^o  was  pressing  for  an  audience  in  his  vin- 
dication at  court,  King  Ferdirjmd  died  on  the  a3d  January,  1516.  His 
grandson  and  successor,  Prince  Charles,  afterwards  the  emperor  Charles 
V,  was  in  Fkmders.  The  government  rested  for  a  time  with  Cardinal 
Ximenes,  who  would  not  undertake  to  decide  onihe  representations  and 
claims  of  the  admiral.  It  was  not  until  1520  that  he  obtained  from  the 
emperor  Charles  V  a  recognition  of  his  innocence  of  aU  the  charges 
against  him.  The  emperor  finding  that  what  Pasamonte  and  his  party 
had  written  were  notorious  calumnies,  ordered  Don  Diego  to  resume  hi* 
charge,  although  the  process  with  the  fiscal  was  stiU  pending,  and  that 
Pasamonte  should  be  written  to,  requesting  him  to  forget  all  past  passions 
and  differences  and  to  enter  into  amicable  relations  with  Don  Diego. 
Among  other  acts  of  indemnification  he  acknowledged  his  right  to  exei> 
cise  his  office  of  viceroy  and  governor  in  the  island  of  Hispaniola,  and  in 
all  parts  discovered  by  his  father.*  His  authority  was,  however,  much 
diminished  by  new  regulations,  and  a  supervisor  appointed  over  him  with 
the  right  to  give  information  to  the  council  against  him,  but  with  no  other 
powers.  Don  Diego  sailed  in  the  beginning  of  September,  1520,  and  on 
his  arrival  at  St  Domingo,  finding  that  several  of  the  governors,  presum- 
ing on  his  long  absence,  had  arrogated  to  themselves  independence,  and 
had  abused  their  powers,  he  immediately  sent  persons  to  supersede  them, 
and  demanded  an  account  of  their  administration.  This  made  him  a  host 
of  active  and  powerful  enemies  both  in  the  colonies  and  in  Spain. 

Considerable  changes  had  taken  place  in  the  island  of  HiBpaniola» 
daring  the  absence  of  the  admiral.  The  mines  had  fallen  into  neglect,  the 
cultivation  of  the  sugar-cane  having  been  found  a  more  certain  source 
of  wealth.  It  became  a  by-word  in  Spain  that  the  magnificent  pabices 
erected  by  Charles  V  at  Madrid  and  Toledo  were  built  of  the  sugar  of 
Hispaniola.  Slaves  had  been  imported  in  great  numbers  from  Africa, 
being  found  more  serviceable  in  the  culture  of  the  cane  than  the  feeble 
Indians.  The  treatment  of  the  poor  negroes  was  cruel  in  the  extreme ; 
and  they  seem  to  have  had  no  advocates  even  among  the  humane.  The 
slavery  of  the  Indiana  had  been  founded  on  the  right  of  the  strong ;  but  it 
was  thought  that  the  negroes,  from  their  color,  were  bom  to  slavery ;  and 
that  from  being  bought  and  sold  in  their  own  country,  it  was  their  natural 

*  Heirera,  decad.  ii.  lib.  iz.  cap.  7. 
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condition.  Though  a  patient  and  enduring  race,  the  barbarities  inflioted 
on  them  at  length  roused  them  to  revenge,  and  on  the  27th  December, 
1623,  there  was  the  first  African  revolt  in  Hispaniola.  It  began  in  a 
sugar  plantation  of  the  admiral  Don  Diego,  where  about  twenty  slaves, 
joined  by  an  equal  number  from  a  neighboring  plantation,  got  poesesskm 
of  arms,  rose  on  their  superintendents,  massacred  them,  and  sallied  forth 
upon  the  country.  It  was  their  intention  to  pillage  certain  plantations,  to 
kill  the  whites,  reinforce  themselves  by  freeing  their  countrymen,  and 
either  to  possess  themselves  of  the  town  of  Agua,  or  to  escape  to  the 
mountains. 

Don  Diego  set  out  from  St  Domingo  in  search  of  the  rebels,  fc^owed 
by  several  of  the  principal  inhabitants.  On  the  second  day  he  stopped  on 
the  banks  of  the  river  Nizao  to  rest  his  party  and  nuSar  reinforcements 
to  overtake  him.  Here  one  Melchor  de  Castro,  who  accompanied  the  ad-^ 
miral,  learnt  that  the  negroes  had  ravaged  his  plantation,  sacked  his  house, 
killed  one  of  his  men,  and  carried  off  his  Indian  slaves.  Without  asking 
leave  of  the  admhal,  he  departed  in  the  night  with  two  compamons,  visited 
his  plantation,  found  all  in  confusion,  and  pursuing  the  negroes,  sent  to  the 
admiral  for  aid.  Eight  horsemen  were  hastily  dispatched  to  his  assistance, 
armed  with  bucklers  and  lances,  and  having  six  of  the  infantry  mounted 
behind  them.  De  Castro  had  three  horsemen  beside  this  reinforcement, 
and  at  the  head  of  this  little  band  overtook  the  negroes  at  break  of  day. 
The  insurgents  put  themselves  in  battle  array,  armed  with  stones  and  In- 
dian spears,  and  uttering  loud  shouts  and  outcries.  The  Spanish  horse- 
men braced  their  bucklers,  couched  their  lances,  and  chaiged  them  at  fall 
speed.  The  negroes  were  soon  routed,  and  fled  to  the  rocks,  leaving  six 
dead  and  several  wounded.  De  Castro  ahio  was  wounded  in  the  arm. 
The  admiral  coming  up,  assisted  in  the  pursuit  of  the  fugitives.  As  &8t 
as  they  were  taken  they  were  hanged  on  the  nearest  trees,  and  remained 
suspended  as  spectacles  of  terror  to  their  countrymen.  This  prompt  seve- 
rity checked  all  further  attempts  at  revolt  among  the  African  slaves.* 

In  the  meantime  the  various  enemies  whom  Don  Diego  had  created, 
both  in  the  colonies  and  in  Spain,  were  actively  and  successfully  em- 
jdoyed.  His  M  antagonist,  the  treasurer  Pasamonte,  had  charged  him 
with  usurping  almost  all  the  powers  of  the  royal  audience,  and  with 
having  given  to  the  royal  declaration,  re-estaUishing  him  in  his  office  of 
viceroy,  an  extent  never  intended  by  the  sovereign.    Theee  representa- 

•  Herrera,  Hist.  Ind.,  decad.  iiL  lib.  Iv.  cap.  9. 
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tioQ8  had  weight  at  coart,  and  in  1523  Don  Diego  received  a  moet  severe 
letter  from  the  council  of  the  Indies,  charging  him  with  the  various  abuses 
and  excesses  alleged  against  him,  and  commanding  him,  on  pain  of  forfeit- 
ing all  his  privileges  and  titles,  to  revoke  the  innovations  he  had  made,  and 
restore  things  to  their  former  state.  To  prevent  any  plea  <^  ignorance 
of  this  mandate,  the  royal  audience  was  enjoined  to  promulgate  it  and  to 
call  upon  all  perscms  to  coqform  to  it,  and  to  see  that  it  was  properly 
obeyed.  The  admiral  received  also  a  letter  from  the  council,  informing 
him  that  his  presence  was  necessary  in  Spain,  to  give  information  of  the 
foregoing  matters,  and  advice  relative  to  the  reformation  of  various  abuses, 
and  to  the  treatment  and  preservation  of  the  Indians ;  he  was  requested, 
therefore,  to  repair  to  court  without  waiting  for  further  orders.* 

Don  Diego  understood  this  to  be  a  peremptory  recall,  and  obeyed  ac- 
cordingly. On  his  arrival  in  Spain,  he  immediately  pzeeented  himself 
before  the  court  at  Victoria,  with  the  frank  and  fearless  spirit  of  an  up- 
right man,  and  pleaded  his  cause  so  well,  that  the  sovereign  and  council 
acknowledged  his  innocence  on  all  the  pomts  of  accusation.  He  con- 
vinced them,  moreover,  of  the  exactitude  with  which  he  had  discharged 
his  duties ;  of  his  zeal  for  the  public  good,  and  the  glory  of  the  crown ; 
and  that  all  the  representations  against  him  rose  from  the  jealousy  and  en- 
mity of  Pasamonte  and  other  royal  officers  in  the  colonies,  who  were  im- 
patient of  any  superior  authority  in  the  island  to  restrain  them. 

Having  completely  established  his  innocence,  and  exposed  the  cal- 
umnies of  his  enemies,  Don  Diego  trusted  that  he  would  soon  obtain 
justice  as  to  all  his  claims.  As  these,  however,  involved  a  participation 
in  the  profits  of  vast  and  richly  jwoductive  provinces,  he  experienced  the 
delays  and  difficulties  usual  with  such  demands,  for  it  is  only  when  justice 
costs  nothing  that  it  is  readily  rendered.  His  earnest  solicitations  at  length 
obtained  an  order  from  the  emperor,  that  a  commission  should  be  formed, 
composed  of  the  grand  chancellor,  the  friar  Loyasa,  confessor  to  the  empe- 
ror, and  president  of  the  royal  council  of  the  Indies,  and  a  number  of  other 
distinguished  per8<niages.  They  were  to  inquire  into  the  various  points 
m  dispute  between  the  admiral  and  the  fiscal,  and  into  the  proceedings 
which  had  taken  place  in  the  council  of  the  Indies,  with  the  power  of  de- 
termining what  justice,  required  in  the  case. 

The  affiiir,  however,  was  protracted  to  such  a  length,  and  accompanied 
by  so  many  tdls,  vexations,  and  disappointments,  that  the  unfoitunate 


*  Herrera,  Hist.  Ind.,decad.  lib.  v.  cap.  4. 
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Diego,  like  his  father,  died  in  the  pursuit.    For  two  years  he  had  followed 
the  court  from  city  to  city,  during  its  migrations  from  Victoria  to  Burgos, 
Vailadolid,  Madrid,  and  Toledo.    In  the  winter  of  1525,  the  emperor  set 
out  from  Toledo  for  Seville.    The  admiral  undertook  to  follow  him,  thoogli 
his  constitution  was  broken  by  fatigue  and  vexation,  and  he  was  wasting 
under  the  attack  of  a  slow  fever.    O^ 
Toledo  two  days  before  his  departure,  an( 
voring  to  dissuade  him  from  a  journey  i 
such  a  season.    Their  persuasions  wer 
aware  of  the  extent  of  his  malady :  he  t 
Seville  by  the  church  of  our  Lady  of  G 
tions  at  that  shrine ;  and  he  trusted,  throu 
of  God,  soon  to  be  restored  to  health.'*' 
litter  on  the  21st  of  February,  1526,  I 

taken  the  communion,  and  arrived  the  same  day  at  Montalvan,  distant 
about  six  leagues.  There  his  illness  increased  to  such  a  degree  that  he 
saw  his  end  approaching.  He  employed  the  following  day  in  arranging 
the  affairs  of  his  conscience,  and  expired  on  February  23d,  being  little 
more  than  fifty  years  of  age,  his  premature  death  having  been  hastened  by 
the  griefs  and  troubles  he  had  experienced.  ^  He  was  worn  out,"  saya 
Herrera,  **  by  following  up  his  claims,  and  defendi^  himself  from  the 
calumnies  of  his  competitors,  who,  with  n^any  stratagems  and  devices, 
sought  to  obscure  the  glory  of  the  father  and  the  virtue  of  the  son.^f 

We  have  seen  how  the  discovery  of  the  New  World  rendered  the  resi- 
due of  the  life  of  Columbus  a  tissue  of  wrongs,  hardships  and  afflictioosy 
and  how  the  jealousy  and  enmity  he  had  awakened  were  inherited  by  his 
son.  It  remains  to  show  briefly  in  what  degree  the  anticipations  of  perpe- 
tuity, wealth  and  honor  to  his  family  were  fulfilled. 

When  Don  Diego  Columbus  died,  his  wife  and  iamily  were  at  St  Do- 
mingo. He  left  two  sons,  Luis  and  Christopher,  and  three  daughters, 
Maria,  who  afterwards  married  Don  Sancho  de  Cardono;  Juana,  who 
married  Don  Luis  de  Cueva ;  and  Isabella,  who  married  Don  Geoi^  of 
Portugal,  count  of  Gelves.    He  had  also  a  natural  son  named  Christopher.:^ 

*  Charievoix,  Hist.  St.  Doming.,  lib.  vi.  ^ 

t  Herrera,  decad.  iii.  lib.  viii.  cap.  15. 
t  Memorial  ajustado  sobre  el  estado  de  Veragua. 

Charlevoix  men  dons  another  son  called  Diego,  and  calls  one  of  the  dangh- 
ten  Phillipine.    Spetomo  says  that  the  daughter  Maria  took  the  veil ;  con* 
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Alter  the  dieatb  of  Bod  Diego,  his  noble^jnrited  vice-queen,  left  wiih 
M,  Bunaher  of  young  children,  endewored  to  assert  and  maintain  the  rights 
of  the  fiunily.  Understanding  that,  according  to  the  privileges  accorded  to 
Christopher  Columbus,  they  had  a  just  claim  to  the  viceroyalty  of  the 
province  of  Veregua,  as  having  been  discovered  by  him,  ^e  demanded  a 
Bcense  from  the  royal  audience  of  Hispaniohi,  to  recruit  men  and  fit  out 
an  armada  to  colonize  that  country.  This  the  audience  refused,  and  sent 
mformation  of  the  demand  to  the  emperor.  He  replied,  that  the  vice- 
queen  8l|ould  be  kept  in  suspense  until  ihe  justice  of  her  claim  could  be 
ascertamed ;  as,  although  he  had  at  various  times  given  commisaons  to 
difi^rent  persons  to  examine  the  doubts  and  objections  which  had  been  op- 
posed by  the  fiscal,  no  decision  had  ever  been  made.*  The  enterprise 
thus  contemplated  by  the  vice-queen  was  never  carried  into  effect 

Shortly  afterwards  she  sailed  for  Spain,  to  protect  the  claim  of  her 
eldest  son,  Don  Luis,  then  six  years  of  age.  Charles  V  was  absent,  but 
she  was  most  graciously  received  by  the  empress.  The  title  of  admiral 
of  ihe  Indies  was  immediatriy  conferred  on  her  son,  Don  Luis,  and  the 
emperor  augmented  his  revenues,  and  conferred  other  fiivors  on  the  family. 
Charies  V,  however,  could  never  be  prevailed  on  to  give  Don  Luis  the 
title  of  viceroy,  although  that  dignity  had  been  decreed  to  his  father,  a  few 
years  previous  to  tiis  death,  as  an  hereditary  rightf 

In  1538,  the  young  admiral,  Don  Luis,  then  about  eighteen  years  of 
age,  was  at  court,  having  instituted  proceedings  before  the  proper  tribu- 
nals, for  the  recovery  of  the  viceroyalty.  Two  years  afterwards  the  suit 
was  setded  by  arbitration,  his  uncle  Don  Fernando  and  Cardinal  Loyasa, 
president  of  the  council  of  the  Indies,  being  umpires.  By  a  compromise 
Don  Luis  was  declared  captain-general  of  Hispaniola,  but  with  such  Hmf- 
tations  that  it  was  little  better  than  a  bare  title.  Don  Luis  sailed  for  His- 
paniola, but  did  not  remain  there  long.  He  found  his  dignities  and  privi- 
leges mere  sources  of  vexation,  and  finally  entered  into  a  compromise, 
which  relieved  himself  and  gratified  the  emperor.  He  gave  up  all  preten- 
sions to  the  viceroyalty  of  the  New  Worid,  receiving  in  its  stead  tiM9  titles 

founding  her  with  a  nieoe.  These  are  trivial  errors,  merely  noticed  to  avoid 
tiie  imputation  of  inaccuracy.  The  aocoont  of  the  descendants  of  Colombiis 
here  given,  accords  with  a  genealogical  tree  of  the  fiunily,  produced  before  the 
council  of  the  Indies,  in  a  great  lawsuit  for  the  estates. 

*  Herrera,  decad.  iv.  Hb.  ii.  cap.  6. 

t  Charievoiz,  Hist.  St.  Doming.,  lib.  vL  p.  443. 
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of  Duke  of  Venigiia  and  Marquis  of  Jamaica.*  He  commated  also  die 
claim  to  the  teDth  of  the  produce  of  the  Indies  for  a  pension  of  one  thou- 
sand doubloons  of  gold«f 

Don  Luis  did  not  long  enjoy  the  substitution  of  a  certain,  though  mo- 
derate, revenue  for  a  magnificent  but  unproductive  claim.  He  died  shortly 
afterwards,  leaving  no  other  male  issue  than  an  illegitimate  son,  named 
Christopher.  He  left  two  daughters  by  his  wife,  Dofia  Maria  de  Mos- 
quera,  one  named  PhiUippa,  and  the  other  Maria,  which  last  became  a  nun 
in  the  convent  of  St.  Quirce,  at  Valladolid. 

Don  Luis  having  no  legitimate  son,  was  succeeded  by  his  nephew 
Diego,  son  to  his  brother  Christopher.  A  litigation  took  place  between 
this  young  heir  and  his  cousin  Phillippa,  daughter  of  the  late  Don  Lois. 
The  convent  of  St.  Quirce  also  put  in  a  claim,  on  behalf  of  its  inmate,  Dofia 
Maria,  who  had  taken  the  veil.  Christopher,  natural  son  to  Don  Luis, 
likewise  became  a  prosecutor  in  the  suit,  but  was  set  aside  <m  account  of 
his  illegitimacy.  Don  Diego  and  his  cousin  Phillippa  soon  thought  it  bet^ 
ter  to  join  claims  and  persons  in  wedlock,  than  to  pursue  a  tedious  contest. 
They  were  married,  and  their  union  was  happy,  though  not  fruitfuL 
Diego  died  without  issue  in  1678,  and  with  him  the  legitimate  male  line 
of  Columbus  became  extinct 

One  of  the  most  important  lawsuits  that  the  worid  has  ever  witnessed 
now  arose  for  the  estates  and  dignities  descended  from  the  great  discoverer. 
Don  Diego  had  two  sisters,  Francises  and  Maria,  the  former  of  whom,  and 
the  children  of  the  latter,  advanced  their  several  claims.  To  these  parties 
was  added  Bernard  Colombo  of  Cogoleto,  who  claimed  as  lineal  descend- 
ant from  Bartholomew  Columbus,  the  Adelantado,  brother  to  the  discoverer. 
He  was,  however,  pronounced  ineligible,  as  the  Adehmtado  had  no  acknow- 
ledged, and  certainly  no  legitimate  offspring. 

Baldassar,  or  Balthazar  Colombo,  of  the  house  of  Cuccaio  and  Con- 
zano,  in  the  dukedom  of  Montferrat,  in  Piedmont,  was  an  active  and  perse- 
vering claimant  He  came  from  Italy  into  Spain,  where  he  devoted  him- 
self for  many  years  to  the  prosecution  of  this  suit  He  produced  a  genea- 
logical tree  of  his  family,  in  which  was  contained  one  Domenico  Colombo, 
lord  of  Cuccaro,  whom  he  maintained  to  be  the  identical  fiither  of  Chris- 
topher Columbus,  the  admiral.  He  proved  that  this  Domenico  was  living 
at  the  requisite  era,  and  produced  many  witnesses  who  had  heard  that  the 

•  Charievois,  Hist.  St.  Doming.,  torn.  i.  lib.  vi.  p.  446. 
t  Spotomo,  Hist  Colom.,  p.  133. 
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navigator  was  bom  in  the  castle  of  Cucoaro ;  whence,  it  was  added,  he 
and  his  two  brothers  had  eloped  at  an  eariy  age,  and  had  never  retnmed.'" 
A  monk  is  also  mentioned  among  the  witnesses,  who  made  oath  that 
Christopber  and  his  brothers  were  bom  in  that  castle  of  Cnccaro.  This 
testimony  was  afterwards  wididiawn  by  the  prosecutor ;  as  it  was  found 
that  the  monk's  recollection  must  have  extended  back  considerably  upward 
of  a  century.f  The  claim  of  Balthazar  was  negatived.  His  proofs  that 
Christopher  Columbits  was  a  nativfe  of  Cuccaro  were  rejected,  as  only 
hearsay,  or  traditionary  evidence.  His  ancestor  Domenico,  it  appeared  from 
his  own  showing,  died  in  1466 ;  whereas  it  was  established  that  Domenico, 
the  father  of  the  admiral,  was  living  upwards  of  thirty  years  after  that  date. 

The  cause  was  finally  decided  by  the  council  of  the  Indies,  on  the  2d 
December,  1608.  The  male  line  was  declared  to  be  extinct.  Don  Nuflo 
or  Nugno  Gelves  de  Portugallo  was  put  in  possession,  and  became  duke 
of  Veragua.  He  was  grandson  to  Isabella,  third  daughter  of  Don  Diego 
(son  of  the  discoverer)  by  his  vice-queen,  Doila  Maria  de  Toledo. 
The  desc^idants  of  the  two  elder  sisters  of  IsabeUa  had  a  prior  claim,  but 
their  lines  became  extinct  previous  to  this  decision  of  the  suit  The  Isa- 
bella just  named,  had  married  Don  George  of  Portugal,  count  of  Crelves^ 
'*  Thus,"  says  Charlevoix,  "  the  dignities  and  wealth  of  Columbus  passed 
into  a  branch  of  the  Portuguese  house  of  Braganza,  established  in  Spain, 
of  which  the  heirs  are  entitled  De  Portugallo,  Colon,  Duke  de  Veragua^ 
Marques  de  la  Jamaica,  y  Almirante  de  las  Indias."l 

The  suit  of  Balthazar  Cok)mbo  of  Cuccaro  was  rejected  under  three 
different  forms,  by  the  council  of  the  Indies ;  and  his  application  for  an 
allowance  of  support,  under  the  legacy  of  Columbus,  in  favor  of  poor  rela- 
tions, was  also  refused ;  although  the  other  parties  had  assented  to  the 
demand.}  He  died  in  Spain,  where  he  had  resided  many  years  in  prose- 
cution of  this  suit  His  son  retumed  to  Italy  persisting  in  the  validity  of 
his  claim :  he  said  that  it  was  in  vain  to  seek  justice  in  Spain ;  they  were 
too  much  interested  to  keep  those  dignities  and  estates  among  themselves ; 
but  he  gave  out  that  he  had  received  twelve  thousand  doubloons  of  gold 
in  compromise  from  the  other  parties.  Spotomo,  under  sanction  of  Igna- 
zio  de  Giovanni,  a  learned  canon,  treats  this  assertion  as  a  bravado,  to  cover 

•  Boau  Hist.  Colomb.  Diasert.,  p.  67. 

t  Idem»  Dissert,  on  the  Country  of  Colombas,  p.  63. 

t  Charlevoix,  Hist.  St.  Doming.,  torn.  L  lib.  vi.  p.  4i7< 

§  Bossi.    Dissertation  on  the  Couatiy  of  Colombas. 
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his  defeat,  being  contredictBd  by  his  evident  poverty.*  The  fiunily  of  Cne- 
caro,  however,  still  maintain  their  right,  and  express  great  venenUion  lor 
the  memory  of  their  illnstrions  ancestor,  the  a«lmiral ;  and  travelers  occap 
sionally  visit  their  old  castle  in  Piedmont  with  great  revereoce,  as  the 
birthplace  of  the  discoverer  of  the  New  World. 


No.  nL 

FSRNAin>0   COLXnCBUB. 


Ferkahdo  Coluhbxts  (or  Colon,  as  he  is  called  in  Spain),  the  natoral  son 
and  historian  of  the  admiral,  was  bom  in  Cordova^.  There  is  an  uncer- 
tainty about  the  exact  time  of  his  birth.  According  to  his  epitaph,  it  most 
have  been  on  the  28th  September,  1488 ;  but  according  to  his  original 
papers  preserved  in  the  Ubrary  of  the  cathedral  of  Seville,  and  which  were 
examined  by  Don  Diego  Ortiz  de  Zufliga,  historian  of  that  city,  it  would 
appear  to  have  been  on  the  29th  of  August,  1487.  His  mother,  Dolia 
Beatrix  Enriqnez,  was  of  a  respectable  iamily,  but  was  never  married  to 
the  admiral,  as  has  been  ^ted  t^  some  of  his  biographers. 

Early  in  1494,  Fernando  was  carried  to  court,  together  with  hi»  elder 
brother  Diego,  by  his  uncle  Don  Bartholomew,  to  enter  the  royal  house- 
hold in  quality  of  page  to  the  prince  Don  Juan,  son  and  heir  to  Ferdinand 
and  Isabella.  He  and  his  brother  remained  in  this  situation  until  the  death 
of  the  prince ;  when  they  were  taken  by  Queen  Isabella  as  pages  into 
her  own  service.  Their  education,  of  course,  was  well  attended  to,  and 
Fernando  in  after-life  gave  proofs  of  being  a  learned  man. 

In  the  year  1602,  at  ^e  tender  age  of  thirteen  or  fourteen  years, 
Fernando  accompanied  his  father  in  his  fourth  voyage  of  discovery,  and 
encountered  all  its  singular  and  varied  hardshipe  with  a  fortitude  that  is 
mentioned  witii  praise  and  admiration  by  the  admiral. 

After  the  death  of  his  father,  it  would  appear  that  Fernando  made  two 
voyages  to  the  New  Worid.  He  accompanied  the  emperor  Charles  V 
also,  to  Italy,  Flanders,  and  Germany ;  and  according  to  Zufliga  ( Anales 
de  Seville  de  1639,  No.  3)  traveled  over  all  Europe  and  a  part  ci  Afiica 


p.  197. 
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an<1  Asia.  Potsessing  talents,  judgment,  and  industry,  these  o])portnnitie8 
were  not  lost  upon  him,  and  he  aoquired  much  information  in  geography, 
navigation,  and  natural  history.  Being  of  a  studious  habit,  and  fond  of 
books,  he  formed  a  select,  yet  copious  library,  of  more  than  twenty  tiiou- 
sand  volumes,  in  print  and  in  manuscript  With  the  sanction  of  the  em- 
peror Charles  V,  he  undertook  to  establish  an  academy  add  college  of 
mathematics  at  Seville ;  and  for  this  purpose  commenced  the  construction 
of  a  sumptuous  edifice,  without  the  walls  of  the  city,  fiicing  the  Guadal- 
quiver,  in  the  place  where  the  monastery  of  San  Laureano  is  now  sittiated. 
His  constitution,  however,  had  been  broken  by  the  sufferings  he  had  expe- 
rienced in  his  travels  and  voyages,  add  a  premature  death  prevented  the 
completion  of  his  plan  of  the  academy,  and  broke  off  other  useful  labors. 
He  died  in  Seville  on  the  12th  of  July,  1639,  at  the  age,  according  to  his 
epitaph,  of  filly  years,  nine  months,  and  fourteen  days.  He  left  no  issue, 
and  was  never  married.  His  body  was  interred  according  to  his  request, 
in  the  cathedral  of  Seville.  He  bequeathed  his  valuable  library  to  the 
same  establishment 

Don  Fernando  devoted  himself  much  to  letters.  According  to  the  in- 
scription on  his  tomb,  he  composed  a  work  in  four  books,  or  volumes,  the 
title  of  which  is  defaced  on  the  monument,  and  the  work  itself  is  lost 
This  is  much  to  be  regretted,  as,  accordmg  to  Zufiiga,  the  fragments  of 
the  inscription  specify  it  to  have  contained,  among  a  variety  of  matter,  his- 
torical, moral,  and  geographical  notices  of  the  countries  he  had  visited, 
but  eepeciaUy  of  the  New  World,  and  of  the  voyages  and  discoveries  of 
hisfiither. 

His  most  important  and  permanent  work,  however,  was  a  history  of 
the  admiral,  composed  in  Spanish.  It  was  transhited  into  Italian  by  Alonzo 
de  UlIoa,and  from  this  Italian  translation  have  proceeded  the  editions 
which  have  since  appeared  in  various  languages.  It  is  smgnlar  that  the 
work  only  exists  in  Spanish,  in  the  form  of  a  re-translation  from  that  of 
Ulloa,  and  full  of  erron  in  the  orthography  of  proper  names,  and  in  dates 
and  distances. 

Don  Fernando  was  an  eye-witness  of  some  of  the  f/nc^  which  he  re- 
lates, particularly  of  the  fourth  voyage  wherein  he  accompanied  his  father. 
He  had  also  the  papen  and  charts  of  his  father,  and  recent  documents  of 
all  kinds  to  extract  from,  as  well  as  familiar  acquaintance  with  the  princi- 
pal personages  who  were  concerned  in  the  events  which  he  records.  He 
was  a  man  of  probity  and  discernment,  and  writes  more  dispassionately 
than  could  be  expected^  when  treating  tf  natters  which  affected  the  honor. 
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the  interests,  and  happiness  of  his  father.  It  is  to  be  regretted,  however, 
that  he  should  have  snfiered  the  whole  of  his  father's  life,  previous  to  his 
discoveries  (a  period  of  about  fifty-six  years),  to  remain  in  obscurity.  He 
appears  to  have  wished  to  cast  a  cload  over  it,  and  only  to  have  presented 
his  father  to  the  reader  after  he  had  rendered  himself  illustrious  by  his 
actions,  and  his  history  had  become  in  a  manner  identified  with  the  history 
of  the  world.  His  work,  however,  is  an  invaluable  document,  entitled  to 
great  faith,  and  is  the  comer-€tone  of  the  history  of  the  American  Con- 
tinent 


Galley,  from  the  tomb  of  Fernando  Colnmbw ,  at  SerOie. 


No.  IV. 

AGE   OF  COLUMBUS. 

As  the  date  I  have  assigned  for  the  birth  of  Columbus,  makes  him  about 
ten  years  older  than  he  is  generally  represented,  at  the  time  of  his  disco- 
veries, it  is  proper  to  state  precisely  my  authority.  In  the  valuable  manu- 
script chronicle  of  the  reign  of  the  Catholic  sovereigns,  written  by  Andres 
Bemaldes,  the  curate  of  Los  Palacioe,  there  is  a  long  tract  on  the  subject 
of  the  discoveries  of  Columbus :  it  concludes  with  these  words :  Murio 
en  VaUadolid,  el  afio  de  1506,  en  d  mes  de  Mayo^  in  senectute  bona,  de  edad 
70  aflo8y  poco  mas  6  menos.  (He  died  in  Valladolid  in  the  year  1606,  in 
the  month  of  May,  in  a  good  M  age,  being  seventy  years  old,  a  little  more 


Digitized 


d  by  Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


814  APPENDIX. 


are  tbey  entitled  to  oar  wonder  as  the  achievements  of  a  man,  whom  the 
weight  of  years  and  infirmities  was  pressing  into  the  grave. 


No.  V. 

LINEAGE   OF   COLUMBUS. 


The  ancestry  of  Christopher  Colambas  has  formed  a  point  of  SEealons 
controveniy,  which  is  not  yet  satisfactorily  settled.  Several  honorable 
families,  possessing  domains  in  Placentia,  Montferrat,  and  the  different 
parts  of  the  Genoese  territories,  claim  him  as  belonging  to  their  houses; 
and  to  these  has  recently  been  added  the  noble  family  of  Colombo  in  Mo- 
dena.*  The  natural  desire  to  prove  consanguinity  with  a  man  of  dis- 
tinguished renown  has  excited  this  rivalry ;  but  it  has  been  heightened,  in 
particular  instances,  by  the  hope  of  succeeding  to  titles  and  situations  of 
wealth  and  honor,  when  his  male  line  of  descendants  became  extinct. 
The  investigation  is  involved  in  particular  obscurity,  as  even  his  immediate 
relatives  appear  to  have  been  in  ignorance  on  the  subject 

Fernando  Columbus  in  his  biography  of  the  admiral,  after  a  pompous 
prelude,  in  which  he  attempts  to  throw  a  vague  and  cloudy  magnificence 
about  the  origin  of  his  father,  notices  slightly  the  attempts  of  some  to 
obscure  his  fame,  by  making  him  a  native  of  various  small  and  insignifi- 
cant villages ;  and  dwells  with  more  complacency  upon  othere  who  make 
him  a  native  of  places  in  which  there  were  persons  of  much  honor  of  the 
name,  and  many  sepulchral  monuments  with  arms  and  epitaphs  of  the 
Colombos.  He  relates  his  having  himself  gone  to  the  castle  of  Cucureo, 
to  visit  two  brothere  of  the  family  of  Colombo,  who  were  rich  and  noble, 
the  youngest  of  whom  was  above  one  hundred  years  of  age,  and  who  he 
had  heard  were  relatives  of  his  father ;  but  they  could  give  him  no  infor- 
mation upon  the  subject ;  whereupon  he  breaks  forth  into  his  professed 
contempt  for  these  adventitious  claims,  declaring,  that  he  thinks  it  better 
To  content  himself  with  dating  from  the  glory  of  the  admiral,  than  to  go 
about  inquiring  whether  his  father  "  were  a  merchant,  or  one  who  kept  hit 


*  Spctomo,  Hist.  Mem.,  p.  5. 
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hawks  ;***  since,  adds  he,  of  persons  of  similar  pursuits,  there  are  thoa- 
sands  who  die  every  day,  whose  memory,  even  among  their  own  neighbors 
and  relatives,  perishes  immediately,  without  its  being  possiUe  afterwards  to 
ascertain  even  whether  they  existed. 

After  this,  and  a  few  more  expressions  of  similar  disdain  for  these 
empty  distinctions,  he  indulges  in  vehement  abuse  of  Agostino  Guistini- 
ani,  whom  he  calls  a  false  historian,  an  inconsiderate,  partial  or  malignant 
compatriot,  for  having,  in  his  psalter,  traduced  his  father,  by  saying,  that 
in  his  youth  he  had  been  employed  in  mechanical  occupations. 

As,  after  all  this  discussion,  Fernando  leaves  the  question  of  his 
ftther's  parentage  in  all  its  original  obscurity,  yet  appears  irritably  sensi- 
tive to  any  derogatory  suggestions  of  others,  his  whole  evidence  tends  to 
the  conviction  that  he  really  knew  nothing  to  boast  of  in  his  ancestry. 

Of  the  nobility  and  antiquity  of  the  Colombo  family,  of  which  the 
admiral  probably  was  a  remote  descendant,  we  have  some  account  in  Her- 
lera.  "  We  learn,"  he  says,  **  that  the  emperor  Otto  the  Second,  in  940, 
confirmed  to  the  counts  Pietro,  Giovanni,  and  Alexandro  Colombo,  brothers, 
die  feudatory  possessions  which  they  held  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
cities  of  Ayqui,  Savona,  Aste,  Montferrato,  Turin,  Viceli,  Parma,  Cre- 
mona and  Bergamo,  and  all  others  which  they  held  in  Italy.  It  appears 
that  the  Colombos  of  Cuccaro,  Cucureo,  and  Placentia,  were  the  same, 
and  that  the  emperor  in  the  same  year,  940,  made  donation  to  the  said 
three  brothers  of  the  castles  of  Cuccaro,  Conzano,  Rosignano  and  others, 
and  of  the  fourth  part  of  Bistanio,  which  appertained  to  the  empire«f 

One  of  the  boldest  attempts  of  those  biographers  bent  on  ennobling 
Columbus,  has  been  to  make  him  son  of  the  Lord  of  Cuccaro,  a  burgh  of 
Montferrat,  in  Piedmont,  and  to  prove  that  he  was  bom  in  his  father's 
castle  at  that  place ;  whence  he  and  his  brothers  eloped  at  an  early  age, 
and  never  returned.  This  was  asserted  in  the  course  of  a  process  brought 
by  a  certain  Baldasser  or  Balthazar  Colombo,  resident  in  Genoa,  but  origi- 
nally of  Cuccaro,  claiming  the  title  and  estates,  on  the  death  of  Diego 
Colon,  duke  of  Veragua,  in  1678,ihe  great-grandson,  and  last  legitimate 
male  descendant  of  the  admiral.    The  council  of  the  Indies  decided  against 


*  Literally,  in  the  original,  Cazador  de  Volateria,  a  Falconer.  Hawking 
IS  in  those  days  an  amusement  of  the  highest  claaes ;  and  to  keep  hawbi 
IS  ahnost  a  sign  of  nobility. 

t  Henera,  decad.  i.  lib.  i.  cap.  7. 
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this  cltim  to  relationship.  Some  account  of  the  lawsuit  will  be  found  in 
another  part  of  the  work. 

This  romantic  story,  like  all  others  of  the  nobiHty  of  his  parentage,  is 
at  utter  variance  with  the  subsequent  events  of  his  life,  his  kmg  stmggles 
with  indigence  and  obscurity,  and  the  difficulties  he  endured  from'the  want 
of  family  connections.  How  can  it  be  believed,  says  Boesi,  that  this  same 
man,  who,  in  his  most  cruel  adversities,  was  incessantly  taunted  by  his 
enemies  with  the  obscurity  of  his  birth,  should  not  reply  to  this  reproach, 
by  declaring  his  origin,  if  he  were  really  descended  iiom  the  Lotxts  of 
Cuccaro,  Conzano  and  Roeignano  ?  a  circumstance  which  would  have  ob- 
tained him  the  highest  credit  with  the  Spanii^  nolMlity.* 

The  different  fiunilies  of  Colombo  which  lay  claim  to  the  great  navi- 
gator, seem  to  be  various  branches  of  one  tree,  and  there  is  little  doubt  of 
his  appertaining  remotely  to  the  same  respectable  stock. 

It  appears  evident,  however,  that  Columbus  sprang  immediately  from  a 
line  of  humble  but  industrious  citizens,  which  had  existed  in  Genoa,  evoi 
from  the  time  of  Giacomo  Colombo  the  wool-carder,  in  1311,  mentioned 
,  by  Spotomo ;  nor  is  this  in  any  wise  incompatible  with  the  intimation  of 
Fernando  Columbus,  that  the  family  had  been  reduced  from  high  estate  to 
great  poverty,  by  the  wara  of  Lombaidy.  The  feuds  of  Italy,  in  those 
ages,  had  broken  down  and  scattered  many  of  the  noblest  families ;  and 
while  some  branches  remained  in  the  lordly  heritage  of  castles  and  dch 
mains,  othera  were  confounded  with  the  humUest  population  of  the  cities. 


No.    VI. 

BIBTHPLACS   OF   COLUMBUS. 

Therb  has  been  much  controversy  about  the  birthplace  of  Columbus. 
The  greatness  of  his  renown  has  induced  various  places  to  lay  claim  to 
him  as  a  native,  and  from  motives  of  laudable  pride,  for  nothing  reflects 
greater  lustre  upon  a  city  than  to  have  given  birth  to  distinguished  men. 
The  original  and  long  established  opinion  was  in  fsLVor  of  Genoa;  but 
such  strenuous  claims  were  asserted  by  the  states  of  Placentia,  and  in 

*  Diflsertation,  dte. 
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particular  of  Piedmont,  that  the  Acadony  of  Sdences  and  Letters  of  Ge- 
noa was  induced,  in  1812,  to  nominate  three  of  its  members,  Signors 
Serra,  Carrega  and  Piaggio,  commissioners  to  examine  into  these  preten- 


The  claims  of  Plaoentia  had  been  first  advanced  in  1662,  by  Pietro 
Maria  Campi,  in  the  ecd^nastical  history  of  that  pkce,  who  maintained 
that  Colmidms  was  a  native  of  the  village  of  PradeUo,  in  that  vicinity.  It 
appeared  probable,  on  investigation,  that  Bertolino  Colombo,  great  grand- 
fiither  to  the  admiral,  had  owned  a  small  property  in  Praddlo,  the  rent  of 
which  had  been  received  by  Domenico  Colombo  of  Genoa,  and  after  his 
death  by  his  sons  ChristoplMr  and  Bartholomew.  Admitting  this  assertioD 
to  be  correct,  there  was  no  proof  that  either  the  admiral,  his  fiither,  or  . 
grand&ther  had  ever  resided  on  that  estate.  The  very  drcmnstancee  of 
the  case  indicated,  on  the  contrary,  that  thdr  home  was  in  Genoa. 

The  claim  of  Piedmont  was  maintained  with  more  plausibility.  It  was 
shown  that  a  Domenico  Colombo  was  lord  of  the  castle  of  Cuccaro  in 
Montfernit,  at  the  time  oi  the  birth  of  Christopher  Columbus,  who,  it  was 
asserted,  was  his  son,  and  bom  in  his  castle.  Balthazar  Colombo,  a  de» 
Bcendant  of  this  person,  instituted  a  lawsuit  before  the  council  of  the 
Indies  for  the  inheritance  of  the  admiral,  when  his  male  line  became  ex- 
tinct The  councU  6[  the  Indies  decided  against  him,  as  is  shown  in  an 
account  of  that  process  given  among  the  illustrations  of  this  history.  It 
was  proved  that  Domenico  Colombo,  &ther  of  the  admiral,  was  resident  in 
Genoa  both  before  and  many  yean  after  the  death  of  this  lord  6[  Cuccaro, 
who  b(»e  the  same  name. 

The  three  commissionerB  af^pcMuted  by  the  Academy  of  Sdenoe  and 
Letters  of  Genoa  to  examine  into  these  pretensions,  after  a  long  and  dili- 
gent investigation,  gave  a  vduminous  and  circumstantial  report  in  &vor 
of  Genoa.  An  ample  digest  of  their  inquest  may  be  found  in  the  Histcny 
of  Columbus  by  Signer  Bossi,  who,  in  an  able  dissertation  on  the  question, 
confirms  their  opinion.  It  may  be  added,  in  further  corroboration,  that 
Peter  Martyr  and  Bartholomew  Las  Casas,  who  were  contemporaries  and 
acquaintances  oi  Columbus,  and  Juan  de  Barros,  the  Pertngnese  historian, 
all  make  Columbus  a  native  of  the  G^ioese  territories. 

There  has  been  a  question  fruitful  of  discussion  among  the  Genoese 
themselves,  whether  Columbus  was  bom  in  the  city  of  Genoa,  or  in  some 
other  part  of  the  territory.  Finale,  and  Oneglia,  and  Savona,  towns  on  the 
Lignzian  coast  to  the  west,  Beggiasco,  Cogoleto,  and  fevend  other  towns 
and  villages,  claim  him  as  their,own.    His  family  possessed  a  mail  propei^ 
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at  a  village  or  hamlet  between  Quinto  and  Nervi,  called  Tern  Roeea;  in 
Latin,  Tena  Robra ;  which  has  induced  some  writers  to  assign  his  hiz^ 
to  one  of  those  places.  Bossi  says  that  there  is  still  a  tower  between 
Quinto  and  Nervi  which  bears  the  title  of  Torre  dei  Colomln.*  Bartholo- 
mew Columbus,  brother  to  the  admiral,  styled  himself  of  Terra  Rubra,  in 
a  Latin  inscription  on  a  map  which  he  presented  to  Henry  YI£  of  Eng- 
land, and  Fernando  Columbus  states,  in  his  history  of  the  admiral,  that  he 
was  accustomed  to  subscribe  himself  in  the  same  manner  before  he  at- 
tained to  his  dignities. 

Cogoleto  at  one  time  bore  away  the  palm.  The  &milies  there  ckim 
the  discovei^r  and  preserve  a  portrait  of  him.  One  or  both  of  the  two 
admirals  named  Colombo,  with  whom  he  sailed,  are  stated  to  have  come 
from  that  place,  and  to  have  been  confounded  with  him  so  as  to  have  given 
support  to  this  idea.f 

Savona,  a  city  in  the  Genoese  territories,  has  claimed  the  same  honor, 
and  this  claim  has  recently  been  very  strongly  brought  forward.  Sfgnor 
Giovanni  Battista  Belloro,  an  advocate  of  Savona,  has  strenuously  main- 
tained this  ckim  in  an  ingenious  disputation,  dated  May  12di,  1836,  in 
form  of  a  letter  to  the  Baron  du  Zach,  editor  of  a  valuable  astronomical 
and  geographical  journal,  published  monthly  at  Genoa.J 

Signor  Belloro  claims  it  as  an  admitted  fact,  that  Domenico  Colombo 
was  for  many  years  a  resident  and  citizen  of  Savona,  in  which  place  one 
Christopher  Columbus  is  shown  to  have  signed  a  document  in  1472. 

He  states  that  a  public  square  in  that  city  bore  the  name  of  Platea 
Columbi,  toward  the  end  of  the  14th  century ;  that  the  Lignrian  govern- 
ment gave  the  name  of  Jurisdizione  di  Colombi  to  that  district  of  the ' 
republic,  under  the  persuasion  that  the  great  navigator  was  a  native  of 
Savona ;  and  that  Columbus  gave  the  name  of  Saona  to  a  little  island 
adjacent  to  Hispaniola,  among  his  earliest  discoveries. 

He  quotes  many  Savonese  writers,  principally  poets,  and  various 
historians  and  poets  of  other  countries,  and  thus  establishes  the  point  that 
Columbus  W9B  held  to  be  a  native  of  Savona  by  persons  of  respectable 
authority.  He  lays  particular  stress  on  the  testimony  of  the  Magnifico 
Francisco  Spinola,  as  related  by  the  learned  prelate  Felippo  Alberto  Pol- 
lero,  stating  that  he  had  seen  the  sepulchre  of  Christopher  Columbus  in 

*  Bosei.    French  Trandation,  Paris,  18S4,  p.  69.        t  Idem. 
t  Conreipondenoe  Astionom.  Geograph.  ^bc  de  Baron  da  Zach,  voL  14. 
«ahier  6^  btteia  29.    1826. 
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the  cathedral  at  SevUle,  and  that  the  epita;^  states  hun  expressly  to  be  a 
native  of  Savona ;  "  Hie  jacet  Christophoms  Columbus  Savonensis."* 

The  proofs  advanced  by  Signer  Belloro  show  his  zeal  for  the  honor  of 
his  native  city,  but  do  not  authenticate  the  fact  he  undertakes  to  establish. 
He  shows  clearly  that  many  respectable  writers  believed  Columbus  to  be 
a  native  of  Savona ;  but  a  far  greater  number  can  be  adduced,  and  many 
of  them  contemporary  with  the  admiral,  some  of  them  his  intimate  friends, 
others  his  fellow-citizens,  who  state  him  to  have  been  bom  in  the  city  of 
Crenoa.  Among  the  Savonese  writers,  Giulio  Salinorio,  who  investigated 
the  subject,  comes  expressly  to  the  same  conclusion :  "  Genova^  ciud 
nofnlissima,  era  la  patria  de  CoiornboJ*^ 

Signer  Belloro  appears  to  be  correct  in  stating  that  Domenico,  the 
father  of  the  admiral,  was  several  years  resident  in  Savona.  But  it  appears 
.  from  his  own  dissertation,  that  the  Christopher  who  witnessed  the  testa- 
ment in  1472,  styled  himself  of  Crenoa :  '^  Christophorus  Columbus 
lanerius  de  Janua.^^  This  incident  is  stated  by  other  writers,  who  pre- 
sume this  Christopher  to  have  been  the  navigator  on  a  visit  to  his  fjather, 
in  the  interval  of  his  early  voyages.  In  as  far  as  the  circumstance  bears 
on  the  point,  it  supports  ^e  idea  that  he  was  bom  at  Genoa. 

The  epitaph  on  which  Signor  Belloro  places  his  principal  reliance, 
entirely  fails.  Christopher  Columbus  was  not  interred  in  the  cathedral  of 
SevUle,  nor  was  any  monument  erected  to  him  in  that  edifice.  The  tomb 
to  which  the  lean»9d  prelate  Felippo  Alberto  Pollero  alludes,  may  have 
been  that  of  Fernando  Columbus,  son  to  the  admiral,  who,  as  has  been 
already  observed,  was  buried  in  the  cathedral  of  SevUle,  to  which  he 
bequeathed  his  noble  library.  The  place  of  his  sepulture  is  designated  by 
a  boroad  slab  of  white  marble,  faiserted  in  the  pavement,  with  an  inscription, 
partly  m  Spanish,  partly  in  Latin,  recording  the  merits  of  Fernando,  and 
the  achievements  of  his  father.  On  either  side  of  the  epitaph  is  engraved 
an  ancient  Spanish  GaUey.  The  inscription  quoted  by  Signor  Belloro 
may  have  been  erroneously  written  from  memory  by  the  Magnifico  Fran- 
cisco Spinola,  under  the  mistaken  idea  that  he  had  beheld  the  sepulchre 
of  the  great  discoverer.  As  Fernando  was  bom  at  Cordova,  the  term 
Savonensis  must  have  been  another  error  of  memory  in  the  Magnifico ; 
no  such  word  is  to  be  found  in  the  inscription. 

*  Felippo  Alberto  PoUero,  Epicherema,  do^  breve  disooiso  per  difesa  di  sua 
persona  ecarrattere.    Torino,  per  Oio  Battista  Zappata.    MCDXCVI.  (read 
I  in  4o.  pag.  47. 
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This  question  of  birthplace  has  also  been  investigated  with  considera- 
ble minuteness,  and  a  decision  given  in  favor  of  Genoa,  by  D.  Gio  Battisti 
Spotomo,  of  the  ropl  university  in  that  city,  in  his  historical  memoir  of 
Colombns.  He  shows  that  the  family  of  the  Colnmbi  had  long  been 
resident  in  Grenoa.  By  an  extract  from  the  notarial  register,  it  appeared 
that  one  Giacomo  Colombo,  a  wool-carder,  resided  without  the  gate  of  St. 
Andria,  in  the  year  1311.  An  agreement,  also,  published  by  the  academy 
of  Grenoa,  proved,  that  in  1489,  Domenico  Colombo  possessed  a  house  and 
shop,  and  a  garden  with  a  well,  in  the  street  of  St.  Andrew's  gate,  anciently 
without  the  walls,  presumed  to  have  been  the  same  residence  with  that  of 
Giacomo  Colombo.  He  rented  also  another  house  from  the  monks  of  St 
Stephen,  in  the  Via  Mulcento,  leading  from  the  street  of  St.  Andrew  to 
the  Strada  Giulia.* 

Signer  Bossi  states,  that  documents  lately  found  in  the  archives  of  the 
monastery  of  St.  Stephen,  present  the  name  of  Domenico  Colombo 
several  times,  from  1456  to  1459,  and  designate  him  as  son  of  Giovanni 
Colombo,  husband  of  Susanna  Fontanarossa,  and  father  of  Christopher, 
Bartholomew,  and  Giacomo,f  (or  Diego.)  He  states  also  that  the  receipts 
of  the  canons  show  that  the  last  payment  of  rent  wjis  made  by  Domenico 
Colombo  for  his  dwelling  in  1489.  He  surmises  that  the  admiral  was 
bom  in  the  before-mentioned  house  belonging  to  those  monks,  in  Via 
Mulcento,  and  that  he  was  baptized  iu  the  church  of  St  Stephen.  He 
adds  that  an  ancient  manuscript  was  submitted  to  the  commissioners  of  the 
Genoese  academy,  in  the  margin  of  which  the  notary  had  stated  that  the 
name  of  Christopher  was  on  the  register  of  the  parish  as  having  been 
baptized  ui  that  church.^ 

Andres  Bemaldez,  the  curate  of  los  Palacios,  who  was  an  intimate 
friend  of  Columbus,  says  that  he  was  of  Genoa.}  Agostino  Giustiniani, 
a  contemporary  of  Columbus,  likewise  asserts  it  in  his  Polyglot  Psalter, 
published  in  Genoa,  in  1516.  Antonio  de  Herrera,  an  aii^or  of  great 
accuracy,  who,  though  not  a  contemporary,  had  access  to  the  best  docu- 
ments, asserts  decidedly  that  he  was  bom  in  the  city  of  Genoa. 

To  these  names  may  be  added  ttmt  of  Alexander  Geraldini,  brother  to 
the  nuncfo,  and  instructor  to  the  childron  of  Ferdinand  and  Isabella,  a 

*  Sportomo,  Eng.  trans,  p.  xi.  zii 

t  Boasi,  French  trans,  p.  76. 

t  Idem.  p.  88. 

§  Gara  de  los  Palacios,  MS.  cap.  118. 
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most  intimate  friend  of  ColumbnB.*  Also  Antonio  GaIlo,f  Bartolomeo 
SenaTega4  and  XJberto  Foglieta,}  all  contemporaries  with  the  admiral, 
and  natives  of  Genoa,  together  with  an  anonymous  writer,  who  published 
an  account  of  his  voyage  of  discovery  at  Venice  in  1609.||  It  is 
unnecessary  to  mention  historians  of  later  date  agreeing  in  the  same 
fiict,  as  they  must  have  derived  their  information  from  some  of  these 
authorities. 

The  question  in  regard  td  the  birthplace  of  Columbus  has  been  treated 
thus  minutely,  because  it  has  been,  and  still  continues  to  be,  a  point  of 
warm  controversy.  It  may  be  considered,  however,  as  conclusively 
decided  by  the  highest  authority,  the  evidence  of  Cdumbus  himself.  In 
a  testament  executed  in  1498,  which  has  been  admitted  in  evidence  before 
the  Spanish  tribunals  in  certain  lawsuits  among  his  descendants,  he  twice 
declares  that  he  was  a  native  of  the  city  of  Genoa :  **  Siendo  yo  nacido 
en  Genova."  ^I  being  bom  in  Genoa."  And  again,  he  repeats  the 
assertion,  as  a  reason  for  enjoining  certain  conditions  on  his  heirs,  which 
manifest  the  interest  he  takes  in  his  native  place.  ^  I  command  the  said 
Diego,  my  son,  or  the  person  who  inherits  the  said  mayorazgo,  (or  entailed 
estate,)  that  he  maintain  always  in  the  city  of  Genoa  a  person  of  our 
lineage,  who  shall  have  a  house  and  a  wife  there,  and  to  furnish  him  with 
an  income  on  which  he  can  live  decently,  as  a  person  connected  with  our 
fiunily,  and  hM  footing  and  root  in  that  city  as  a  native  of  it,  so  that  he 
may  have  aid  and  favor  in  that  city  in  case  of  need,  for  from  thence  I  came 
and  there  was  ftonL^IT 

In  another  part  of  his  testament  he  expresses  himself  with  a  filial 
fondnese  in  respect  to  Genoa.  ''I  command  the  said  Don  Diego,  or 
whoever  shall  possess  the  said  mayorazgo,  that  he  labor  and  strive  idways 

*  Alex.  Geraldini,  Itin.  ad.  Reg.  sob.  Aqoinor. 

t  Antonio  GaQo,  Anales  of  Genoa,  Maratori,  torn.  33. 

}  Senarega,  Muratori,  torn.  24.        (  FogUeta,  Elog.  Clar.  Ligur. 

II  Grinens,  Nov.  Orb. 

Y  "  Item.  Mando  el  dicho  Don  Diego  mi  hljo,  a  la  persona  qoe  heredare  el 
dicho  mayorazgo,  qoe  tenga  y  sostenga  siempre  en  la  cindad  de  Grenova  ana 
persona  de  nnestro  linage  que  tenga  alii  caaa  6  mnger,  6  le  ordene  renta  con 
qoe  paeda  vivir  honestamente,  como  persona  tan  Ilegada  &  aaestro  linage,  y 
haga  pie  y  ralz  en  la  dicha  ciadad  como  natural  della,  porqoe  podr&  haber  de 
la  dieha  cindad  ayuda  e  fitvor  en  las  eoaas  del  menester  toyo,  jmee  que  delta 
eeU  f  en  ella  neci,** 

VOL.  ra.  1 1* 
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for  the  honor,  and  welfare,  and  increase  of  the  city  of  Genoa,  and  employ 
all  his  abilities  and  means  in  defending  and  augmenting  the  wel£iffe  and 
honor  of  her  republic,  in  all  matters  which  are  not  contrary  to  the  service 
of  the  church  of  God,  and  the  state  of  the  king  and  queen  our  sovereigns, 
and  their  successors." 

An  informal  codicil,  executed  by  Columbus  at  Valladolid,  May  4th, 
1506,  sixteen  days  before  his  death,  was  discovered  about  1785,  in  the 
Corsini. library  at  Rome.  It  is  termed  a  military  codicil,  from  being  made 
in  the  manner  which  the  civil  law  allows  to  the  soldier  who  executes  such 
an  instrument  on  the  eve  of  battle,  or  in  expectation  of  death.  It  was 
written  on  the  blank  page  of  a  little  breviary  presented  to  Columbus  by 
Pope  Alexander  VII.  Columbus  leaves  the  book  "  to  his  bebved  country, 
the  Republic  of  Genoa." 

He  directs  the  erection  of  a  hospital  in  that  city  for  the  poor,  with 
provision  for  its  support ;  and  he  declares  that  republic  his  successor 
in  the  admiralty  of  the  Indies,  in  the  event  of  his  male  line  becoming 
extinct 

The  authenticity  of  this  paper  has  been  questioned.  It  has  been  said, 
that  there  was  no  probability  of  Columbus  having  resort  to  a  usage  with 
which  he  was,  most  likely,  unacquainted.  The  objections  are  not  cogent 
Columbus  was  accustomed  to  the  peculiarities  of  a  military  life,  and  he 
repeatedly  wrote  letters,  in  critical  moments,  as  a  precaution  against  some 
fatal  occurrence  that  seemed  to  impend.  The  present  codicil,  from,  its 
date,  must  have  been  written  a  few  days  previous  to  his  death,  peihaps 
at  a  moment  when  he  imagined  himself  at  extremity.  This  may  account 
for  any  difference  in  the  handwriting,  especially  as  he  was,  at  times, 
so  affected  by  the  gout  in  his  hands  as  not  to  be  able  to  write  except  at 
night  Particular  stress  has  been  laid  on  the  signature ;  but  it  does  not 
appear,  that  he  wns  unifonn  in  regard  to  that,  and  it  is  a  point  to  which 
any  one  who  attempted  a  forgery  would  be  attentive.  It  does  not  appear, 
likewise,  that  any  advantage  could  have  been  obtained  by  forging  the 
paper,  or  that  any  such  was  attempted. 

In  1502,  when  Columbus  was  abont  to  depart  on  his  fourth  and  last 
voyage,  he  wrote  to  his  friend.  Doctor  Nicolo  Oderigo,  formerly  ambas- 
sador  from  Genoa  to  Spain,  and  forwarded  to  him  copies  of  all  his 
grants  and  commissions  from  the  Spanish  sovereigns,  authenticated  before 
the  alcaldes  of  Seville.  He,  at  the  same  time,  wrote  to  the  bank  of  San 
Giorgio,  at  Genoa,  assigning  a  tenth  of  his  revenues  to  be  paid  to  tint 
city,  in  diminution  of  the  duties  on  com,  wine,  and  other  provlnoiis. 
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Why  should  Colombos  feel  this  strong  interest  in  Genoa,  had  he  been 
bora  in'  any  of  the  other  Italian  states  which  have  laid  claim  to  him  7 
He  was  under  no  obligation  to  Grenoa.  He  had  resided  there  bat  a  brief 
portion  of  his  early  life ;  and  his  prqxwition  for  discovery,  according  to 
some  writers,  had  been  scorafolly  rejected  by  that  republic.  There  ia 
nothing  to  warrant  so  strong  an  interest  in  Genoa,  but  the  filial  tie 
which  links  the  heart  of  a  man  to  his  native  place,  however  he  may  be 
separated  from  it  by  time  or'  distance,  and  however  Httle  he  may.be 
indebted  to  it  for  fivors. 

Again,  had  Columbus  been  bora  in  any  of  the  towns  and  villages  of 
the  Genoese  coast  which  havo  claimed  him  for  a  native,  why  should  he 
have  vuule  these  bequests  in  fiivor  of  the  city  of  Genoa,  and  not  of  hie 
native  town  or  village  ? 

These  bequests  were  evidently  dictated  by  a  mingled  sentiment  of 
pride  and  affection,  which  would  be  without  all  object  if  not  directed  to 
his  native  place.  He  was  at  this  time  elevated  above  all  petty  pride  oo 
the  subject.  His  renown  was  so  brilliant,  that  it  would  have  shed  a  lustre 
on  any  hamlet,  however  obscure ;  and  the  strong  love  of  country  here 
manifested,  would  never  have  felt  satisfied,  until  it  had  singled  out  Ibe 
spot,  and  nestled  down,  in  the  very  cradle  of  his  infimcy.  These  appear 
to  be  powerful  reasons,  drawn  from  natural  feeling,  for  deciding  m  hroi 
of  GeDotL, 


No-  vn. 

THB  COLOMBOS. 

DtrsiMb  the  early  part  of  the  life  of  Columbus,  there  were  two  other 
navigators,  bearing  the  same  name,  of  some  rank  and  celebrity,  with 
whom  he  occasionally  sailed ;  their  names  occurring  vaguely  from  time 
to  time,  during  the  obscure  part  qf  bis  career,  have  caused  much  per- 
plexity to  some  of  his  biographers,  who  have  supposed  that  they  deeig* 
nated  the  discoverer.  Fernando  Columbus  affirms  them  to  have  been 
family  connections,*  and  his  father  says,  in  one  of  his  letters,  ^  I  am  not 
the  fost  admiral  of  our  fiunQy." 

*  Hist  del  Ahmrante,  cap.  1. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


S94  APPENDIX. 


These  two  were  uncle  and  nephew:  the  latter  being  termed  by 
historians  Colombo  the  younger,  (by  the  Spanish  historians  Colombo  el 
mozo.)  They  were  in  the  Genoese  service,  but  are  mentioned,  occasioii- 
ally,  in  M  chronicles  as  French  commanders,  because  Genoa,  during 
a  great  part  of  their  time,  was  under  the  protection,  or  rather  the 
sovereignty  of  France,  and  her  ships  and  captains,  being  engaged  in  the 
expeditions  of  that  power,  were  identified  with  the  French  marine. 

Mention  is  made  of  the  elder  Colombo  in  Zurita's  Annals  of  Arragoo, 
(L.  ziz.  p.  261,)  in  the  war  between  Spain  and  Portugal,  on  the  subject  of 
the  claim  of  the  Princess  Juana  to  the  crown  of  Castile.  In  1476,  the 
king  of  Portugal  determined  to  go  to  the  Mediterranean  coast  of  France, 
to  incite  his  ally,  Louis  XI,  to  prosecute  the  war  in  the  province  of 
Guipuzcoa. 

The  king  left  Tore,  says  Zurita,  on  the  tSth  June,  and  went  by  the 
river  to  the  city  of  Porto,  in  order  to  await  the  armada  of  the  king  of 
France,  the  captain  of  which  was  Colon,  (Colombo,)  who  was  to  navigate 
by  the  straits  of  Gribraltar  to  pass  to  Marseilles. 

After  some  delays  Colombo  arrived  in  the  latter  part  of  July  widi  the 
French  armada  at  Bermeo,  on  the  coast  of  Biscay,  where  he  encountered 
a  violent  storm,  lost  his  principal  ship,  and  ran  to  the  coast  of  Galida, 
with  an  intention  of  attacking  RibaMo,  and  lost  a  great  many  of  his  men. 
Thence  he  went  to  Lisbon  to  receive  the  king  of  Portugal,  who  embarked 
in  the  fleet  in  August,  with  a  number  of  his  noblemen,  and  took  two  thou- 
sand two  hundred  focA  soldiers,  and  four  hundred  and  seventy  horse,  tp 
strengthen  the  Portuguese  garrisons  along  the  Barbary  coast.  There 
were  in  the  squadron  twelve  ships  and  five  caravels.  After  touching  at 
Ceuta  the  fleet  proceeded  to  Colibre,  where  the  king  disembarked  m  the 
middle  of  September,  the  weather  not  permitling  them  to  proceed  to  Blar- 
seilles.     (Zurita,  L.  zix.  Ch.  51.) 

Thta  Cokmibo  is  evidently  the  naval  commander  of  whinn  the  foUow- 
ing  mention  is  made  by  Jaques  Grecu'ge  de  Chaufepie,  in  his  supplement  to 
Bayle,<vol.  2,  p.  126  of  letter  C.) 

'^  I  do  not  know  what  dependence,"  says  Chaufepie, "  is  to  be  placed  on 
a  &ct  reported  in  the  Ducaiiana^  (Part  1,  p.  143,)  that  Cdnmbus  was  in 
1474  captain  of  several  ships  for  Louis  XI,  and  that,  as  the  Spaniards  had 
made  at  that  time  an  irruption  into  Roussillon  hb  thought  that,  for  reprisal, 
and  without  contravening  the  peace  between  the  two  crowns,  he  could 
run  down  Spanish  vessels. '  He  attacked,  therefore,  and  took  two  galleyi 
cf  that  nation,  freighted  on  the  accotOit  of  various  individuali.    Qb  com- 
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plaints  of  tins  action  being  made  to  king  Ferdinand,  he  wrote  on  the  sub- 
ject to  Louis  XI ;  his  letter  is  dated  the  9th  December,  1474.  Ferdinand 
terms  Christopher  Colombos  a  subject  of  Louis ;  it  was  because,  as  is 
known,  Cdnmbus  was  a  Genoese,  and  Louis  was  sovereign  of  Genoa : 
although  that  city  and  Savona  were  held  of  him  in  fief  by  the  duke  of 
Milan." 

It  is  highly  probable  that  it  was  the  squadron  of  this  same  Colombo  of 
whom  the  circumstance  is  related  by  Bossi,  and  after  him  by  Spotomo  on 
the  authority  of  a  letter  found  in  the  archives  of  Milan,  and  written  in  1476 
by  two  illustrious  Milanese  gentlemen,  on  their  return  from  Jerusalem. 
The  letter  states  that  in  the  previous  jrear  1475,  as  the  Venetian  fleet  was 
stationed  off  Cyprus  to  guard  the  island,  a  Genoese  squadron,  commanded 
by  one  Colombo,  sailed  by  them  with  an  air  of  defiance,  shouting  *«  "^va 
San  Giorgia !"  As  the  republics  were  then  at  peace  they  were  permitted 
to  pass  unmolested. 

Bossi  supposes  that  the  Colombo  here  mentioned  was  Christopher  Co* 
lumbus  the  discoverer ;  but  it  appears  rather  to  have  been  the  old  Genoese 
admiral  of  that  name,  who  according  to  Zurita  was  about  that  time  cruis- 
ing in  the  Mediterranean ;  and  who,  in  all  probability,  was  the  hero  of 
both  the  preceding  occurrences. 

The  nephew  of  this  Colombo,  called  by  the  Spaniards  Colombo  d 
mozo,  commanded  a  few  years  afterwards  a  squadron  in  the  French  ser- 
vice, a£f  will  appear  in  a  subsequent  illustration,  and  Columbus  may  at  va- 
rious times  have  held  an  inferior  command  under  both  uncle  and  nephew* 
and  been  present  on  the  above  cited  occasions. 


No.  yiiL 

EXPEDITION   OF  JOHN   OF  ANJOU. 

About  the  time  that  Columbus  attained  his  twenty-fourth  year,  his  native 
city  was  in  a  state  of  great  alarm  and  peril  from  the  threatened  invasion 
of  Alphonso  V  of  Aragon,  king  of  Naples.  Finding  itself  too  weak  to 
contend  singly  with  such  a  foe,  and  having  in  vain  looked  for  assistance 
firom  Italy,  it  placed  itself  under  the  protection  of  Charles  the  Vllth  of 
France.    Tbix  monarch  aent  to  ita  aHWiitaiice  John  of  Ai^ou,  tag  of  Ren6 
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or  Renato,  king  of  Naples,  who  had  been  dispoesessed  of  Ins  crown  by 
Alphonso.  Jdin  of  ^jou,  otherwise  called  the  duke  of  Calabria,*  im- 
mediately took  upon  himself  the  eoounand  of  the  place,  repaired  its  forti- 
fications, and  defended  the  entrance  of  the  harbor  with  strong  chains.  In 
the  meantime,  Alphonso  had  prepared  a  large  land  force,  and  assembled 
an  armament  of  twenty  ships  and  ten  galleys  at  Ancona,  on  the  fhrntierB 
of  Genoa.  The  sitoaticm  of  the  latter  was  considered  eminoitly  periloos, 
when  Alphonso  suddenly  feU  ill  of  a  calenture  and  died ;  leaving  the  king- 
doms^f  Anjou  and  Sicily  to  his  brodier  John,  and  the  kingdom  of  Naples 
to  his  son  Ferdinand. 

The  death  of  Al]^onso,  and  the  subsequent  division  of  his  dominioos, 
while  they  relieved  the  fears  of  the  Genoese,  gave  rise  to  new  hopes  on 
the  part  of  the  house  of  A^Jou :  and  the  duke  John,  encouraged  by  emis- 
saries from  various  powerM  partisans  among  the  Neapolitan  noUlity, 
determined  to  make  a  bold  attempt  upon  Naples  for  the  recovery  of 
the  crown.  The  Genoede  entered  into  his  pause  with  spirit,  furnish- 
ing him  with  ships,  galleys  and  money.  His  father,  Ren6  or  Renato, 
£tted  out  twelve  galleys  for  the  •  expedition  in  the  harbor  of  Mar- 
seilles, and  sent  him  assurance  of  an  abundant  su{^y  of  n^oney,  and 
of  the  assistance  of  the  king  of  France.  The  brilliant  nature  of  the 
enterprise  attracted  the  attention  of  the  daring  and  restless  sphits  of  the 
times.  The  chivalrous  nobleman,  the  soldier  of  fortune,  the  hardy  corsair, 
the  bold  adventurer  or  the  military  partisan,  enlisted  under  the  burners  of 
the  duke  of  Calabria.  It  is  stated  by  historians,  that  Columbus  served  in 
the  armament  from  Genoa,  in  a  squadron  commanded  by  one  of  the  Co- 
lombos,  his  relations. 

The  expedition  sailed  in  October,  1469,  and  arrived  at  Sessa  between 
the  mouths  of  the  Garigliano  and  the  Voltumo.  The  news  of  its  arrival 
was  the  signal  of  imiversal  revolt ;  the  fiictious  bupons,  and  thdr  vassals, 
hastened  to  join  the  standard  of  Anjou,  and  the  duke  soon  saw  the  finest 
provinces  of  the  Neapolitan  dominions  at  his  command,  and  with  his  army 
and  squadron  menaced  the  city  of  Naples  itself. 

In  the  history  of  this  expedition  we  meet  with  ape  hazardous  action  of 
the  fleet  in  which  Columbus  had  embarked. 

The  army  of  John  of  Anjou  being  closely  invefsted  by  a  superior  force, 
was  in  a  perilous  predicament  at  the  moa^  of  the  Sarno.  In  this  con- 
juncture, the  captain  of  the  armada  landed  with  his  men,  and  scoured  the 

•  Doka  of  Calabria  was  a  titk  of  the  heir  apparsnt  to  the  crown  of  Na|k9» 
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neigbborhood,  hoping  to  awaken  in  the  popnkoe  their  former  enthnaiasm 
for  the  banner  of  Anjou ;  and  perhaps  to  take  Naples  by  surprise.  A 
chosen  company  of  Neapolitan  in&ntry  was  sent  against  them.  The 
troops  from  the  fleet  having  little  of  the  discipline  of  regular  soldiery,  and 
much  of  the  freebooting  disposition  of  maritime  rovers,  had  scattered  them- 
selves about  the  country,  intent  chiefly  upon  spoil.  They  were  attacked 
by  the  infantry  and  put  to  rout,  with  the  loss  of  many  killed  and  wounded. 
Endeavoring  to  make  their  way  back  to  the^  ships,  they  found  the  passes 
seized  and  blocked  up  by  the  people  of  Sorento,  who  assailed  them  with 
dreadful  havoc  Their  flight  now  became  desperate  and  headlong,  many 
threw  themselves  from  rocks  and  precipices  into  the  sea,  and  but  a  small 
portion  regained  the  ships. 

The  contest  of  Jchn  of  Anjou  for  the  crown  of  Ni^)le8,  lasted  four 
years.  For  a  time  fortune  favored  him,  and  the  prize  seemed  almost  within 
his  grasp,  but  reverses  succeeded :  he  was  defeated  at  various  points ;  the 
factious  nobles,  one  by  one,  deserted  him,  and  returned  to  their  allegiance 
to  Alphonso,  and  the  duke  was  finally  compelled  to  retire  to  the  island  of 
Ischia.  Here  he  remained  for  some  time,  guarded  by  eight  galleys,  which 
likewise  harassed  the  bay  of  Naples.*  In  this  squadiron,  which  loyally 
adhered  to  him,  until  he  ultimatdy  abandoned  this  unfortunate  enterprise, 
Columbu^  is  stated  to  have  served. 


No*  IX. 

OAFTUBB  OF  THB  YENETIAN  GALLETS,  BT  COLOMBO  THE 
TOUNCFEB. 

As  the  account  of  the  sea-fight  by  which  Fernando  Columbus  asserts  tjiat 
his  &ther  was  first  thrown  upon  the  shores  of  Portugal,  has  be^n  adopted 
by  various  respectaUe  historUms,  it  is  proper  to  give  particular  reasons  for 
discrediting  it 

Fernando  expressly  says,  that  it  was  in  an  action  mentimied  by  Marco 
AntomoSabeUco,  in  the  eighth  book  of  his  tenth  Decade ;  that  the  squad- 

.  •  Cclenaocio^  Hist  Nap.«  lib.  vii.  cap.  17. 
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ron  in  which  ColnmbiiB  seired  was  commanded  by  a  ftmous  conair,  called 
Coinmbos  the  younger,  (Colombo  el  mozo,)  and  that  an  embassy  was  sent 
from  Venice  to  thank  the  king  of  Portugal  for  the  succor  he  a£R>rded  to 
the  Venetian  captains  and  crews.  All  tins  is  certainly  recorded  in  Sabel- 
licus,  but  the  battle  took  place  in  1485,  after  Columbus  had  left  Portugal. 
Zurita  in  his  annals  of  Aragon,  under  the  date  of  1685,  mentions  this  same 
action.  He  says,  **  at  this  time  four  Venetian  galleys  sailed  from  tiie 
island  of  Cadiz,  and  took  the  route  for.  Flanders ;  they  were  lac|en  with 
merchandise  from  the  Levant,  especially  from  the  island  of  Sicily,  and 
pefesing  by  Cape  St  Vincent,  they  were  attacked  by  a  French  corsair,  sod 
of  captain  Colon,  (Colombo,)  who  had  seven  vessels  in'  his  armada ;  and 
the  galleys  were  captured  the  twenty-first  of  August*^ 

A  much  fuller  account  is  given  in  the  life  of  king  John  11  of  Portu- 
gal, by  Garcia  de  Resende,  who  likewise  records  it  as  happening  in  I486. 
He  says  the  Venetian  galleys  were  taken  and  robbed  by  the  French,  and 
the  captains  and  crews,  wounded,  plundered,  and  maltreated,  wefe  turned 
on  shore  at  Cascoes.  Here  they  were  succored  by  Dofia  Maria  de  Me- 
neses,  countess  of  Monsanto. 

When  king  John  II  heard  of  the  circumstance,  being  much  grieved 
that  such  an  event  should  have  happened  on  his  coast,  and  being  disposed 
to  show  his  friendship  for  the  republic  of  Venice,  he  ordered  that  the  Ve- 
netian captains  should  be  furnished  with  rich  raiment  of  silks  and  costly 
cloths,  and  provided  with  horses  and  mules,  that  they  might  make  their  ap- 
pearance before  him  in  a  style  befitting  themselves  and  their  country.  He 
received  them  with  great  kindness  and  distinction,  expressing  himself  with 
princely  courtesy,  both  as  to  themselves  and  the  republic  of  Venice ;  and 
having  heard  their  account  of  the  battle,  and  of  their  destitute  situation, 
he  assisted  them  with  a  large  sum  of  money  to  ransom  their  galleys  from 
the  French  cruisers.  The  latter  took  all  the  merchandises  on  board  of 
their  ships,  but  king  John  prohibited  any  of  the  spoil  from  being  pur- 
chased within  his  dominions.  Having  thus  generously  relieved  and  as- 
sisted the  captains,  and  administered  to  the  necessities  of  their  crews,  he 
enabled  them  dl  to  return  in  their  own  galleys  to  Venice. 

The  dignitaries  of  the  republic  were  so  highly  sensible  of  tins  munifi- 
cence, on  the  part  of  king  John,  that  they  sent  a  stately  embassy  to  that 
monarch,  with  rich  presents  and  warm  expressions  of  gratitude.  €reio- 
mmo  Donate  was  charged  with  this  missicm,  a  man  eminent  for  learning 


Zotita,  Anaks  de  Aiafoo,  Ub.  xz.  oap.  64. 
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and  eloquence ;  he  was  honoraUy  received  and  entertained  by  king  John, 
and  dismissed  with  royal  presents,  among  which  were  jenets,  and  mules 
with  sumptuous  trappings  and  caparisons,  and  many  negro  slaves  richly 
clad* 

The  following  is  the  account  of  this  action  as  given  by  Sabellicus,  in 
his  history  of  Venice  rf- 

Erano  andate  quattro  Galee  delle  quali  Bartolommeo  Minio  era  capi* 
tano.  Quests  navigando  per  I'Iberico  mare,  Colombo  il  pill  giovane,  nipote 
di  qud  Colombo  famoso  corsale,  fecesi  incontro  a'  Veniziani  di  notte,  ap- 
presso  il  sacro  Promontorio,  che  chiamasi  ora  capo  di  san  Vincenzo,  con 
sette  navi  guemite  da  combattere.  Egli  quantunque  nel  primo  incontro 
avesse  seco  disposto  d'  opprimere  le  navi  Veniziane,  si  ritenne  per6  dal 
combattere  sin  al  giorao :  tuttavia  per  esser  alia  battaglia  pid  acconcio  cod 
le  seguia,  che  le  prode  del  corsale  toccavano  le  poppe  de  Veniziani.  'Ve- 
nuto  il  giomo  incontanente  i  Barbari  diedero  1'  assalto.  Sostennero  i  Ve- 
niziani allora  1'  empito  del  nemico,  per  nuroero  di  navi  e  di  combattenti 
superiore,  e  dur6  fl  cooflitto  atroce  per  molte  ore.  Rare  fiate  fu  combat- 
tuto  contro  simili  nemid  con  tanta  uccisione,  perchd  a  pena  si  costuma 
d'  attaccarsi  contro  di  loro,  se  non  per  occasione.  Afiermano  alcuni,  che 
vi  furono  presenti,  esser  morte  delle  ciurme  Veniziane  da  trecento  uominL 
Altri  dicono  che  fa  meno :  moii  in  quella  zaf&  Lorenzo  Michele  capitano 
d*  una  galera  e  Giovanni  Delfino,  d'  altro  capitano  fratello.  Era  dorata  la 
zuffii  dal  fare  del  giomo  fin'  ad  ore  venti,  e  erano  le  genti  Veneziane  mal 
trattate.  Era  gia  la  nave  Delfina  in  potere  de'  nemid  quando  le  altre  ad 
una  ad  una  si  renderono.  Narrano  alcuni,  che  furono  di  quel  aspro  eon* 
flitto  partecipi,  aver  numerato  nolle  loro  navi  da  prode  a  poppe  ottanta  vap 
loroei  uomini  estinti,  i  quali  dal  nemico  veduti  lo  mossero  a  gemere  e  dire 
con  sdegno,  che  coel  avevano  voluto,  i  Veniziani.  I  corpi  morti  furono 
gettati  nel  mare,  e  i  feriti  posti  nel  lido.  Quei  che  rimasero  vivi  seguirono 
con  le  navi  il  capitano  vittorioso  sin'  a  lisbona  e  ivi  furono  tutti  licenziatL 

*  Obras  de  Garcia  de  Resende,  cap.  58,  Avora,  1554. 

t  Marco  Antonio  Coccio,  better  known  under  the  name  of  Sabellicus,  a 
cognomen  which  he  adopted  on  being  crowned  poet  in  the  pedantic  academy 
of  Pomponina  Lietns.  He  was  a  contemporary  of  CoIambu8,and  makes  brief 
mention  of  his  diacoveries  in  the  eighth  b^ok  of  the  tenth  Ennead  of  his  uni- 
versal history.  By  some  writers  he  is  caned  jhe  Livy  of  his  time  ;  others 
accuse  him  of  being  full  of  misrepresentations  in  fiivor  of  Venice.  The  older 
Scaliger  charges  him  with  venality,  and  with  being  wwuytd  by  Venetian  gold 
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*  *  *  ♦  ♦  •  ♦  Qui?!  furono  i  Veniziani  bemgni- 
inentB  ricevnti  dal  Re,  gli  inferm!  fiirono  medicati,  gli  ahri  ebbeio  afaiti  e 
denari  aecondo  la  loro  condizione.  ♦  ♦  ♦  *  *  ♦  ♦ 
Oltre  ci6  vietd  in  tutto  il  Regno,  cbe  alcimo  non  compraase  della  pieda 
Yeniziaiia,  portata  dai  coreali.  La  nnova  dell'  avuta  rovina  hod  poco 
afflifise  la  cittit,  erano  perduti  iu  qnella  mercatanzia  da  dacento  mila  docati ; 
ma  il  danno  partieolaie  degli  uomini  uccisi  xliede  maggior  afflizkme. 

Marc.  Ant,  SaiielicOy  Hist.  Venet^  decad.  iv.  lib.  in. 


No.  X. 

▲MEBIGO  YBSPUOO^ 


AuasQ  the  easiest  and  most  intelligent  of  the  voyagera  who  fdlowed  the 
track  of  Colnmbae,  was  Amerigo  Vespucci.  He  has  been  considered  by 
many  as  the  first  discoverer  of  the  southern  continent,  and  by  a  singular 
caprice  of  fortune,  hh  name  has  been  given  to  the  whole  of  the  New 
Worid.  It  has  been  strenuously  insisted,  however,  that  he  had  no  claim 
to  the  title  of  a  discoverer ;  that  he  merely  sailed  in  a  subordinate  capacity 
in  a  squadron  commanded  by  others ;  that  the  account  of  his  first  voyage  is 
a  fabrication ;  and  that  he  did  not  visit  the  main-land  until  after  it  had  been 
discovered  and  coasted  by  Columbus.  As  this  question  has  been  made  a 
matter  of  warm  and  voluminous  controversy,  it  is  proper  to  take  a  sum- 
mary view  of  it  in  the  present  work. 

Amerigo  Vespucci  was  bom  in  Florence,  March  9th,  1461  j  of  a  noble, 
but  not  at  that  time  a  wealthy  family ;  his  fisither's  name  was  Anastatio ; 
his  mother's  was  EUizabetta  Ifini.  He  was  the  third  of  their  sons^  and 
received  an  excellent  education,  under  his  uncle,  Georgio  Antomo  Ve»- 
pucci,  a  learned  friar  of  the  fraternity  of  San  Marco,  who  was  instructor 
to  several  illustrious  personages  of  that  period. 

Amerigo  Vespucci  visited  Spain,  and  took  up  his  residence  in  Seville, 
to  attend  to  some  commercial  transactions  on  account  of  the  family  of  the 
Medici  of  Florence,  and  to  repair,  by  his  ingenuity,  the  losses  and  misfor- 
tunes of  an  unskillful  brother.* 

*  Bandini  vita  d'Ameii^o  VespoocL 
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The  date  of  his  arrival  in  Spain  is  nneertain,  bat  from  comparing  dates 
and  circonistanceti  mentioned  in  his  letters,  he  must  have  been  at  Seville 
when  Colambus  returned  from  his  first  voyage. 

Padre  Stanislaus  .Canovai,  Professor  of  Mathematics  at  Florence,  who 
has  published  the  life  and  voyages  of  Amerigo  Vespucci,  says  that  he  was 
commissioned  by  king  Ferdinand,  and  sent  with  Colambus  in  his  second 
voyage  in  1493.  He  states  this  on  the  authority  of  a  passage  in  the  Cos- 
mograi^y  of  Sebastian  Munster^  published  at  Basle  in  1550  f  but  Munster 
mentions  Vespucci  as  having  accompanied  Columbus  in  his  first  voyage ; 
the  reference  of  Canovi  is  therefore  incorrect ;  and  the  suggestion  of 
Munster  is  disproved  by  the  letters  of  Vespucci,  in  which  he  states  his 
having  been  stimulated  by  the  accounts  brought  of  the  newly  discovered 
regions.  He  never  mentions  such  a  voyage  in  any  of  his  letters ;  which 
he  most  probably  would  have  done,  or  rather  would  have  made  it  the  sub- 
ject of  a  copious  letter,  had  he  actually  performed  it. 

The  first  notice  of  a  positive  form  which  we  have  of  Vespucci,  as  resi- 
dent in  Spain,  is  early  in  1496.  He  appears,  from  documents  in  the  royal 
archives  at  Seville,  to  have  acted  as  agent  or  factor  for  the  house  of  Jua- 
noto  Berardi,  a  rich  Florentine  merchant,  resident  in  Seville ;  who  had 
contracted  to  furnish  the  Spanish  sovereigns  with  three  several  armaments, 
of  four  vessels  each,  for  the  service  of  the  newly  discovered  countries. 
He  may  have  been  one  of  the  principals  in  this  affair,  which  was  transacted 
in  the  name  of  this  established  bouse.  Berardi  died  in  December,  1495, 
and  in  the  following  January  we  find  Amerigo  Vespucci  attending  to  the 
concerns  of  the  expeditions,  and  settling  with  the  masters  of  the  ships  for 
their  pay  and  maintenance,  according  to  the  agreements  made  between 
them  and  the  late  Juanoto  Berardi.  On  the  12th  Janqary,  1496,  he 
received  on  this  account  10,000  maravedis  from  Bernardo  Pinelo,  &e 
royal  treasurer.  He  went  on  preparing  all  things  for  the  dispatch  of  four 
caravels  to  sail  under  the  same  contract  between  the  sovereigns  and  the 
house  of  Berardi,  and  sent  them  to  sea  on  the  3d  February,  1496 ;  but  on 
the  8th  they  met  with  a  storm  and  were  wrecked ;  the  crews  were  saved 
with  the  loss  of  only  three  men.f  While  thus  employed,  Amerigo  Ves- 
pucci, of  course,  had  occasional  opportunity  of  conversing  with  Columbus, 
with  whom,,  according  to  the  expression  of  the  admiral  himself,  in  one  of 

*  Cosm.  MuDst.,  p.  1108. 

t  These  particnlam  are  fix>m  manoscript  memoranda,  extracted  from  the 
royal  archives,  by  the  late  accurate  historian  Moioz. 
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his  *  9tten  to  his  sod  Biego,  he  ai^ieara  to  have  heea  always  on  fnendly 
terms.  From  these  convrarsatioiis,  and  from  his  agency  in  these  expeifi- 
tions,  he  soon  became  excited  to  yiait  the  newly  discovered  countries,  and 
to  participate  in  enterprises,  which  were  the  theme  of  every  tongue.  Hav- 
ing made  himself  well  acquainted  with  geographical  and  nautical  science, 
he  prepared  to  launch  into  the  career  of  discovery.  It  was  not  veiy  long 
before  he  carried  this  design  into  execution. 

In  1498,  Columbus,  in  his  third  vojrage,  discovered  the  coast  of  Puiti 
on  Terra  Firma ;  which  he  at  that  time  imagined  to  be  a  great  island,  bat 
that  a  vast  continent  lay  immediately  adjacent  He  sent  to  Spain  sped* 
mens  of  pearls  found  on  this  coast,  and  gave  the  most  sanguine  acoountB 
of  the  supposed  riches  of  the  country. 

In  1499,  an  expedition  of  four  vessels  under  comnumd  of  Alonzo  de 
Ojeda,  was  fitted  out  from  Spain,  and  sailed  for  Paria,  guided  by  charts 
and  letters  sent  to  the  government  by  Columbus.  These  were  commum- 
cated  to  Ojeda,  by  his  patron,  the  bishop  Fonseca,  who  had  the  superin- 
tendence of  India  afiairs,  and  who  furnished  him  also  with  a  warrant  to 
undertake  the  voyage. 

It  is  presumed  that  Vespucci  aided  in  fitting  out  the  armament,  and 
sailed  in  a  vessel  belonging  to  the  house  of  Berardi,  and' in  this  way  was 
enabled  to  take  a  share  in  the  gains  and  losses  of  the  expedition ;  for  Isa- 
bella, as  queen  of  Castile,  had  rigorously  forbidden  all  strangers  to  trade 
with  her  transatlantic  possessions,  not  even  excepting  the  natives  of  the 
kingdom  of  Aragon. 

This  squadron  visited  Paria  and  several  hundred  miles  of  the  coast, 
which  tiiey  ascertained  to  be  Terra  Firma.  They  returned  in  June,  IfiOO ; 
and  on  the  18th  of  July,  in  that  year,  Amerigo  Vespucci  wrote  an  account 
of  his  voyage  to  Lorenzo  de  Pier  Francisco  de  Medici  of  Florence,  which 
remained  concealed  in  manuscript,  until  brought  to  light  and  published  by 
Bandmi  in  1746. 

In  his  account  of  this  voyage,  and  in  every  other  narrative  of  his  dif- 
ferent expeditions,  Vespucci  never  mentions  any  other  person  concerned 
in  the  enterprise.  He  gives  the  time  of  his  sailing,  and  states  that  be 
went  with  two  caravels,  which  were  probably  his  share  of  the  expedition, 
or  rather  vessels  sent  by  the  house  of  Berardi.  He  gives  an  interesting 
narrative  of  the  voyage,  and  of  the  various  transactions  with  the  natives, 
which  corresponds,  in  many  substantial  points,  with  the  accounts  fur- 
nished by  Ojeda  and  his  mariners  of  their  voyage,  in  a  lawsuit  hereafter 
mentioned. 
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In  May,  1601,  Vespucci,  hayings  suddenly  left  Spain,  sailed  in  the 
service  of  Emannel,  king  of  Portugal ;  in  the  course  of  which  expoditioii 
he  visited  the  coast  of  Brazil.  He  gives  an  account  of  this  voyage  in  a 
second  letter  to  Lorenao  de  Pier  Francisco  de  Medici,  which  also  re- 
mained in  manuscript  until  published  by  Bartolozzi  in  1789.* 

No  record  nor  notice  of  any  such  voyage  Undertaken  by  Amerigo 
Vespucci,  at  the  command  of  Emanuel,  is  to  be  found  in  the  archives  of 
the  Torre  do  Tombo,  the  general  archives  of  P(ntugal,  which  have  been 
repeatedly  and  diligently  searched  for  the  purpose.  It  is  singular  also 
that  his  name  is  not  to  be  found  in  any  of  the  Portuguese  historians,  who 
in  general  were  very  particular  in  naming  all  navigators  who  hekl  any 
important  station  among  them,  <»*  rendered  any  distinguished  services. 
That  Vespucci  did  sail  along  the  coasts,  however,  is  not  questioned.  His 
nephew,  after  his  death,  in  the  course  of  evidence  on  some  points  in  dis- 
pute, gave  the  correct  latitude  of  Cape  St.  Augustine,  which  he  said 
he  had  extracted  from  hSs  uncle's  journal. 

In  1504,  Vespucci  wrote  a  third  letter  to  the  same  Lorenzo  de  Medici, 
containing  a  more  extended  account  of  the  vojrage  just  alluded  to  in  the 
service  of  Portugal.  This  was  the  first  of  his  narratives  that  appeared  in 
print  It  appears  to  have  been  pubKsfaed  in  Latin,  at  Strasburgh,  as  early 
as  1505,  under  the  title  "  Americus  Veeputius  de  Orbe  Antarctica  per 
Regem  Portugallis  pridem  inventa."f 

An  edition  of  this  letter  was  printed  in  Vicenza  in  1607,  in  an  anony- 
mous collection  of  voyages  edited  by  Francanzio  di  Monte  Alboddo,  an 
inhabitant  of  Vicenza.  It  was  re-printed  in  Italian  in  1508,  at  Milan,  and 
also  in  Latin,  in  a  book  entitled  Itineiarium  Portugalensium.  In  making 
the  present  illustration,  the  Milan  edition  in  Italian^  has  been  consulted, 

*  Bartolozzi,  Recherche  Historico.    Firenie,  1789. 

t  Pauzer,  torn.  vi.  p.  33,  apud  Esame  Critico,  p.  88,  Anotazione  1. 

t  This  rare  book,  in  the  possession  of  O.  Rich,  Esq.,  is  believed  to  be  the 
oldest  printed  collection  of  voyages  extant.  It  has  not  the  pages  numbered, 
the  sheets  are  merely  mariLed  with  a  letter  of  the  alphabet  at  the  foot  of  eaeh 
eighth  page.  It  contains  the  earliest  account  of  the  voyages  of  Columbos, 
from  his  first  departure  until  his  arrival  at  Cadiz  in  chains.  The  letter  of 
Vespood  to  Lorenzo  de  Medici  occupies  the  fifth  book  of  tins  little  volume. 
It  is  stated  to  have  been  originally  written  in  Spamsh,  and  translated  inta 
Italian  by  a  person  of  the  name  of  Jooondo.  An  eariier  edition  is  stated  to 
have  been  printed  in  Venice  by  Alberto  Veroellese,  in  1504.    The  author  is 
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and  also  a  Latin  traitslation  of  it  by  Simon  Grin^ns,  in. bis  Novns  Oriiia, 
pnbliBhed  at  Bade  in  1532.  It  relates  entirdj  the  first  voyage  of  Ves- 
pucci from  Lisbon  to  the  Brazils  in  1^1. 

It  is  from  this  voyage  to  the  Brazils  that  Amerigo  Ytepncci  was  first 
considered  the  discoverer  of  Terra  Firma;  and  his  name  was  at  first 
applied  to  these  sovthem  regions,  thoagh  afterwards  extended  to  the 
whole  continent  The  merits  of  his  vc^age  were,  however,  greatly  exag- 
gerated. The  Brazils  had  been  previonsly  discovered,  and  formally  taken 
possession  of  for  Spain  in  1600,  by  Vincente  Yafiez  Pinzon ;  and  also  in 
the  same  year,  by  Pedro  Alvarez  Cabral,  on  the  pert  of  Portugal ;  circum- 
stances unknown  however  to  Vespucci  and  his  associates.  The  country 
remained  in  possession  of  Portugal,  in  conformity  to  the  line  6f  demarca- 
tion^ agreed  on  between  the  two  nations. 

Vespucci  made  a  second  voyage  in  the  service  of  Portugal.  He  says 
that  he  commanded  a  caravel  in  a  squadron  of  six  vessels  destined  for  the 
discovery  of  Malacca,  which  they  had  heard  to  be  the  great  depot  and 
magazine  of  all  the  trade  between  the  (langes  and  the  Indian  sea.  Such 
an  expedition  did  sail  about  this  tune,  under  the  command  of  Gonzalo 
Coelho.  The  squadron  sailed  according  to  Vespucci  on  the  10th  of  May, 
1503.  It  stopped  at  the  Cape  de  Verd  islands  for  refireshments,  and  after- 
wards sailed  by  the  coast  of  Sierra  Leone,  but  was  prevented  from  land- 
ing by  contrary  winds  and  a  turbulent  sea.  Standing  to  the  southwest, 
ihey  ran  three  hundred  leagues  until  they  were  three  degrees  to  the 
southward  of  the  equinoctial  line,  where  they  discxyvered  an  uninhabited 
island,  about  two  leagues  in  length  and  one  in  breadth.  Here,  on  the 
10th  of  August,  by  mismanagement,  the  commander  of  the  squadrm  ran 
his  vessel  on  a  rock  and  lost  her.  While  the  other  vessels  were  assisting 
to  save  the  crew  and  property  from  the  wreck,  Amerigo  Vespucci  was 
dispatched  in  his  caravel  to  search  for  a  safe  harbor  in  the  island.  He 
departed' in  his  vessel  without  his  long-boat,  and  with  less  than  half  of  lus 
crew,  the  rest  having  gone  in  the  boat  to  the  assistance  of  the  wreck. 

•aid  to  have  been  Angelo  Trivigiani,  secretary  to  the  Venetian  ambanador  in 
Spain.  This  Trivigiani  appears  to  have  collected  many  of  the  partiealais  of 
the  vo3rage8  of  Columbus  from  the  manuscript  decades  of  Peter  Martyr,  who 
erroneously  lays  the  charge  of  the  plagiarism  to  Aloysius  Cadamosto,  whose 
voyages  are  inserted  in  the  same  collection.  The  book  was  entitled  **  LibreiU 
di  tutta  la  navigazioM  del  J?<  de  Etpagrut,  delle  leole  e  lerrem  mwvmiuwit 
irmaU," 
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Vespucci  fonnd  a  harbor,  but  waited  in  vain  for  several  days  for  the 
arrival  of  the  ships.  Standing  out  to  sea  he  met  with  a  solitary  vessel, 
and  learnt  that  the  ship  of  the  commander  had  sunk,  and  the  rest  had  pro- 
ceeded onwards.  In  company  with  this  vessel  he  stood  fcur  the  Brazils, 
according  to  a  command  of  the  king,  in  case  that  any  vessel  shooM  be 
parted  from  the  fleet  Arriving  on  the  coast  he  discovered  the  fiunous 
bay  of  All  Saints,  where  he  remained  upwards  of  two  months,  in  hopes 
of  being  joined  by  the  rest  of  the  fleet '  He  at  length  ran  260  leagues 
&rther  south,  where  .he  remained  five  months  building  a  fort  and  taking 
in  a  cargo'of  Brazil-wood.  Then,  leaving  in  the  fortress  a  garrison  of  24 
men  with  arms  and  ammunitioii,  he  set  sail  for  Lisbon,, where  he  arrived 
in  June,  1604.*  The  commander  of  the  squadron  and  the  other  four 
ships  were  never  heard  of  afterwards. 

Vespucci  does  not  appear  to  have  received  the  reward  from  the  king  of 
Portugal  that  his  services  merited,  for  we  find  him  at  Seville  early  in  1605, 
on  his  way  to  the  Spanish  court,  in  quest  of  employment :  and  he  was 
bearer  of  a  letter,  firom  Columbus  to  his  son  Diego,  dated  Februaiy  6, 
which,  while  it  speaks  warmly  of  him  as  a  friend,  intimates  his  having 
been  unfortunate.    The  following  is  the  letter : 

My  deab  son, — Diego  Mendez  departed  hence  on  Moiklay,  the  third 
of  this  month.  After  his  departure  I  conversed  with  Amerigo  Vespucci, 
the  bearer  of  this,  who  goes  there  (to  court)  sunmioned  on  afiairs  of 
navigation.  Fortune  has  been  adverse  to  him  as  to  many  others.  His 
labors  have  not  profited  him  as  much  as  they  reasonably  shpuld  have  done. 
He  goes  on  my  account,  and  with  much  desire  to  do  something  that  may 
result  to  my  advantage,  if  within  his  power.  I  cannot  ascertain  here  in 
what  I  can  employ  him,  that  will  be  serviceable  to  me,  for  I  do  not  know 
what  may  be  tiiere  required.  He  goes  with  the  determination  to  do  all 
that  is  possible  for  me ;  see  in  what  he  may  be  of  advantage  and  co-operate 
with  him,  that  he  may  say  and  do  every  thing,  and  put  his  plans  in  opera- 
tion ;  and  let  all  be  done  secretly,  that  he  may  not  be  suspected.  I  have 
said  every  thing  to  him  that  I  can  say  touching  the  business,  and  have 
informed  him  of  the  pay  I  have  received,  and  what  is  due,  ^c.f 

About  this  time  Amerigo  Vespucci  received  letters  of  naturalization 
from  king  Ferdinand,  and  shortly  afterwards  he  and  Vincente  Yaflez  Pin- 

*  Letter  of  Vespiioci  to  Soderini  or  Renato— Edit  of  CanovaL 
t  Navarrete,  Colec.  Viag.,  torn.  i.  p.  351. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


136  APPENDIX. 

ion  were  named  captahiB  of  an  annada  about  to  be  sent  oat  in  the  spied 
trade  and  to  nudce  discoveries.  There  is  a  royal  order,  dated  Toto,  llth 
April,  1507,  for  12,000  maravedis  for  an  outfit  for  "  Americo  de  Vespnchst 
resident  of  Seville."  Preparations  were  made  for  this  voya^,  and  vessels 
procured  and  fitted  out,  but  it  was  eventually  abandoned.  There  are 
memoranda  existing  concerning  it,  dated  in  1606,  1607,  and  1608,  from 
which  it  appears  that  Amerigo  Vespucci  remained  at  Seville,  attending 
to  the  fluctuating  concerns  of  this  squadron,  until  the  destinaticMi  of  the 
vessels  was  changed,  their  equipments  were  sold,  and  the  accounts  set- 
tied.  During  this  time  he  had^a  salary  of  30,000  maravedis.  On  the  22d 
of  March,  1608,  he  received  the  appointment  of  principBd  pUot,  with  a 
salary  of  70,000  maravedis.  His  chief  duties  were  to  prepare  charts, 
examine  pilots,  superintend  the  fitting  out  of  expeditions,  and  prescribe  the 
route  that  vessels  were  to  pursue  in  their  vojragee  to  the  New  World.  He 
appears  to  have  remained  at  Seville,  and  to  have  retained  this  office  untii 
his  death,  on  the  22d  of  February,  1612.  His  widow,  Maria  Co/ezo, 
enjoyed  a  pension  of  10,000  piamvedis.  After  his  death,  his  nephew,  Juan 
Vespucci,  was  nominated  pilot  with  a  salary  of  20,000  maravedis,  4;qiii> 
mencing  on  the  22d  of  May,  1612.  Peter  Martyr  speaks  with  high  commen- 
dation of  this  young  man.  "  Young  Vesputius  is  one  to  whom  Americas 
Vesputius  biff  nncle  left  the  exact  knowledge  of  the  mariner's  lenities, 
as  it  were  by  inheritance,  after  his  death ;  for  he  was  a  very  expert  master 
in  the  knowledge  of  his  carde,  his  compasse  and  the  elevation  of  the  pole 
starre  by  the  quadrant  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  Vesputius  is  my  very  familiar  friend^  and 
a  wittie  young  fnan,in  whose  company  I  take  great  pleasure,  and  therefore 
nse  him  oftentymes  for  my  guest  He  hath  also  made  many  voyages  into 
these  coasts,  and  diligently  noted  such  things  as  he  hath  seen.*'* 

Vespucci,  the  nephew,  continued  in  this  situation  during  the  lifetime 
of  Fonseca,  who  had  been  the  patron  of  his  uncle  and  his  family.  He  was 
divested  of  his  pay  and  his  employ  by  a  letter  of  the  conncO,  dated  the  18th 
of  March,  1626,  shortiy  after  the  death  of  the  Inshop.  No  further  notice 
of  Vespucci  is  to  be  found  in  the  archives  of  the  Indies. 

Such  is  a  brief  view  of  the  career  of  Amerigo  Vespucci ;  it  remains  to 
notice  the  points  of  controversy.  Shortiy  after  bis  return  from  his  last 
expedition  to  the  Brazils,  he  wrote  a  letter  dated  Lisbon,  4th  September, 
1604,  containing  a  summary  account  of  all  his  voyages.  This  letter  is 
of  special  unportanoe  to  the  matters  under  mvestigation,  as  it  is  the  only 

*  Peter  Martyr,  deoad.  iii.  lib.  v.  Eden's  Bnglifh  truis. 
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one  known  that  relates  to  the  disputed  voyage,  which  would  establish  him  as 
Ih^  discoverer  of  Terra  Firma.  It  is  presumed  to  have  been  written  in 
Latin,  and  was  addressed  to  Ren^,  duke  of  Lorraine,  who  assumed  the 
tittB  of  king  of  Sicily  and  Jerusalem. 

The  earliest  known  edition  of  this  letter  was  published  in  Latin,  in 
1607,  at  St  Diez  in  Lorraine.  A  copy  of  it  has  been  found  in  the  library  of 
the  Vatican  (No.  9688)  by  the  abbe  CanoelHeri.  lA  prepann^  the  present 
illustration,. a  reprint  of  this  letter  in  Latin  has  been  consulted,  inserted  m 
the  Novus  Orlns  of  Grinaeus,  pnblished'at  Bath  in  1533.  The  letter  coih 
tains  a  spirited  narrative  of  four  voyages  which  he  asserts  to  have  made 
to  the  l)ew  Wodd.  In  the  prologue  he  excuses  the  liberty  of  Jiddressing 
king  Ren6  by  calling  to  his  recollection  the  ancient  intimacy  of  their , 
youth,  when  studying  the  rudiments  of  science  together,  under  the  patera 
nal  uncle  of  the  voyager ;  and  adds  that  if  the  present  narrative  should 
not  altogether  please  his  ]\{aje6ty,  he  must  plead  to  him  as  Pliny  said  to 
Biecsnas,  that  he  used  formerly  to  be  amused  with  his  triflings. 

In  the  prologue  to  this  letter,  he  informs  king  Rene  that  afiairs  of  com* 
merce  had  brought  Jum  to  Spain,  where  he  had  experienced  the  various 
changes  of  fortune  attendant  on  such  transactions,  and  was  induced  to 
abandon  that  pursuit  and  direct  his  labors  to  objects  of  a  more  elevated 
and  stable  nature.  He  therefore  purposed  to  contemplate  various  parts  of 
the  world,  and  to  behold  the  marvels  which  it  contains.  To  this  object 
both  time  and  place  were  favorable ;  for  king  Ferdinand  was  then  prepaid 
ing  four  vessels  for.  the  discovery  of  new  lands  in'the  we8t,^and  appdnted 
him  among  the  number  of  those  who  went  in  the  expedition.  "We  de- 
parted," he  adds,  "from  the  port  of  Cadiz,  May  20,  1497,  taking  our 
course  on  the  great  gulf  of  ocean ;  in  which  voyage  we  employed  eighteen 
months,  discovering  many  lands  and  innumerable  islands,  chiefly  inhabited, 
of  which  our  ancestors  make  no  mention." 

A  duplicate  of  this  letter  appears  to  have  been  sent  at  the  same  time 
(written,  it  is  said,  in  Italian)  to  Piere  Soderioi,  afterwards  Gonfalonier 
of  Florence,  which  was  some  years  subsequently  published  in  Itafy,  not 
earlier  than  1510,  and  entitled  ^  Lettera  de  Amerigo  Vespucci  deUe  Isole 
nuovamente  trovate  in  quatro  suoi  viaggi."  We.  have  consulted  the 
edition  of  this  letter  in  Italian,  inserted  in  the  publication  of  Padre  Stanis-. 
laus  Canovai,  already  referred  to. 

It  has  been  suggested  by  an  Italian  writer,  that  this  letter  was  written 
by  Vespucci  to  Soderini  only,  and  the  address  altered  to  king  Ren6 
through  the  flattery  or  mistake  of  the  Lorraine  editor,  without  perceiving 
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how  nnsoitable  the  reference  to  former  mtimacy,  inteDded  ibr^Soderim, 
was,  when  applied  to  a  Bovereign.  The  person  making  this  remark  can 
hardly  have  read  the  prologue  to  the  Latin  edition,  in  which  the  title  of 
**  your  majesty  "  i$  frequently  repeated,  and  the  term  "  illustrious  king'' 
employed.  It  was  first  published  also  in  Lorraioe,  the  domains  of  Ren^^ 
and  the  publisher  would  not  probably  have  presumed  to  take  such  a  libefty 
with  his  sovereign's  name.  It  becomes  a  question,  whether  Vespucci  ad- 
dressed the  same  letter  to  king  Renft  and  to  Piere  Soderini,  both  of  them 
having  been  educated  with  him,  or  whether  he  sent  a  copy  of  this  letter 
to  Soderini,  which  subsequently  found  its  way  into  print  The  address  to 
Soderini  may  have  been  substituted,  through  mistake,  by  the  Italian  pub- 
lisher. Neither  of  the  publications  could  have  been  made  under  die 
supervision  of  Vespucci. 

The  voyage  specified  in  this  letter  as  having  taken  place  in  1497,  is 
the  great  point  in  controversy.  It  is  strenuously  asserted  that  no  sndi 
vojrage  took  place ;  and  that  the  first  expedition  of  Vespucci  to  the  Coast 
of  Paria  was  in  the  enterprise  commanded  by  Ojeda,  in  1499.  The 
books  of  the  armadas  existing  in  the  archives  of  the  Indies  at  Seville,  have 
been  diligently  examined,  but  no  record  of  such  voyage  has  beenfooiid, 
nor  any  official  documents  relatin'g  to  it  Those  mos^  experienced  in 
Spanish  colonial  regulations  insist  that  no  command  like  that  pretended  by 
Vespucci  could  have  been  given  to  a  stranger,  till  he  had  first  received 
letteiB  of  naturalization  from  the  sovereigns  for  the  kingdom  of  Casti^ 
and  he  did  not  obtain  such  till  1506,  when  they  w6re  granted  to  him  as 
preparatory  to  giving  him  the  command  in  conjunction  with  Pinzon.  , 

His  account  of  a  voyage  made  by  him  in  1497,  therefore,  is  aUeged  to 
be  a  fabrication  for  the  purpose  of  claiming  tbe  discovery  of  Paria;  or 
rather  it  is  affirmed  that  he  has  divided  the  voyage  which  he  actually  made 
with  Ojeda,  in  1499,  into  two ;  taking  a  number  of  incidents  from  his  real 
voyage,  altering  them  a  little,  and  enlarging  them  with  descriptions  of  the 
countries  and  people,  so  as  to  make  a  plausible  narrative,  which  he  gives 
as  a  distinct  voyage ;  and  antedating  his  departuj^e  to  1497,  so  as  to  make 
himself  appear  the  first  discoverer  of  Paria. 

In  support  of  this  charge  various'  cdncidences  have  been  pointed  out 
between  his  voyage  said  to  have  taken  ptiice  in  1497,  and  that  described  in 
his  first  letter  to  Lorenzo  de  Medici  in  1499.  These  coincidences  are 
with  respect  to  places  visited,  transactions  and  battles  with  the  natives, 
and  the  number  of  Indians  carried  to  Spain  and  sold  as  slaves. 

But  the  credibility  of  this  voyage  has  been  put  to  a  stronger  test 
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About  1508  a  suit  was  institated  ngainst  the  crown  of  Spain  by  Don 
Diego,  son  and  heir  oF  Colijmbiis,  for  the  govemment  of  certain  parts  of 
Terra  Firma,  and  for  a  share  in  the  revenue  arising  from  them,  comform- 
aUy  to  the  capitulations  mad6  between  the  sovereigns  and  his  father.  It 
was  the  object  of  the  crown  to  disprove  the  discovery  of  the  coast  of  Paria 
and  the  pearl  islands  by  Cohunbus ;  as  it  was  maintained,  that  unless  he 
had  discovered  them,  the  claim  of  his  heir  with  respect  to  them  would  be 
of  no  validity. 

In  the  course  of  this  suit,  a  particular  examination  of  witnesses  took 
place  in  1512-13  in  the  fiscal  court;  Alonzo  de  Ojeda,  and  nearly  a 
hundred  other  persons,  were  interrogated  on  oath ;  that  voyager  having 
been  the  first  to  visit  the  coast  of  Paria  after  Columbus  had  left  it,  and  that 
within  a  very  few  months.  The  interrogatories  of  these  witnesses,  and 
their  replies,  are  still  extant,  in  the  archives  of  the  Indies  at  SeviUe,  in  a 
packet  of  papers  entitled  "  Papers  belonging  to  the  adnural  Don  Luis 
Colon,  about  the  conservation  of  his  privileges,  from  ann.  1616  to  1564." 
The  author  of  the  present  work  has  two  several  copies  of  these  interroga^ 
tories  lying  before  him.  One  made  by  the  late  historian  Mufioz,  and  the 
other  made  in  1826,  wad  signed  by  Don  Jose  de  la  Higuera  y  Lara,  keeper 
of  the  general  archives  of  the  Indies  in  Seville.  In  the  course  of  this  tes- 
timony, the  fact  that  Amerigo  Vespucci  accompanied  Ojeda  in  this  vo3rage 
of  1499,  appears  manifest,  first  firom  the  deposition  of  Ojeda  himself. 
The  following  are  the  words  of  the  record :  '<In  this  voyage  which  this 
said  witness  made,  he  took  with  him  Juan  de  la  Cosa  and  Morego  Ves- 
puche  [Amerigo  Vespucci]  and  other  fnlots."*  Secondly,  from  the  coin- 
ddence  pf  many  parts  of  the  narrative  of  Vespucci  with  events  in  this 
voyage  of  Ojeda.  Among  these  coincidences,  one  is  particularly  strikihg. 
Vespucci,  in  his  letter  to  Lorenzo  de  Medici,  and  also  in  that  to  Ren6  or 
Soderini,  says,  that  his  ships  after  leaving  the  coast  of  Terra  I^rma, 
stqyped  at  Hispaniola,  where  they  remained  idx>ut  two  months  and  a  half, 
procuring  provisions,  during  which  time,  he  adds,  '*  we  had  many  perils 
and  troubles  with  the  very  Christians  who  were  in  that  island  with  Colum- 
bus, and  I  believe  through  envy.f 

*  En  este  viageque  este  dicho  testigo  hizo  tngo  consigo  a  Juan  de  la  Cosa, 
piloto,  e  Morego  Vespache,  e  otroe  pflotos. 

t  Per  la  nece8Bit&  del  mautenimento  fommo  all'  Isola  d*  Antiglia  (Hispaniola) 
che  6  questa  che  deacoperse  Cristoval  Colombo  pid  anni  6,  dove  facemmo  molto 
manfenimemo^  e  stemmo  doe  meal  e  17  giorni ;  dove  paasammo  mod  periooli  e 
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Now  it  18  weU  known  that  Ojeda  passed  some  time  tm  the  western  end 
of  the  island  victualing  his  ships ;  and  that  serious  dissensions  took  phoe 
between  him  and  the  Spaniards  in  those  parts,  and  the  party  sent  by  Co- 
Inmbos  under  Roldan  to  keep  a  watch  upon  his  moveodfents.  If  then 
Vespucci,  as  is  stated  upon  oath,  really  accompanied  Ojeda  in  this  voyage, 
the  inference  appears  almost  irresistible,  that  lie  had  not  made  the  previoos 
voyage  of  1497,  for  the  fiict  would  have  been  well  known  to  Ojeda ;  be~ 
would  .have  considered  Vespucci  a^  the  original  discoverer,  and  would 
have  had  no  motive  for  depriving  hhn  of  the  merit  of  it,  to  give  it  to  Co- 
lumbus, with  whom  Ojeda  was  not  upon  friendly  terms. 

Ojeda,  however,  expressly  declares  th&t  the  coast  had  been  discovered 
by  Columbus.  On  being  asked  how  he  taaew  the  fiiu^t.  he  replied,  because 
he  saw  the  chart  of  the  country  discovered,  which  Columbus  sent  at  the 
time  to  the  king  and  queen,  and  that  he  came  off  immediately  on  a  voyage 
of  discovery,  and  found  what  was  therein  set  down  as  discovered  by  the 
admiral  was  correct* 

Another  witness,  Bemaldo  de  Haro,  states  that  he  had  been  with  the 
admiral,  and  had  written  (or  rather  copied)  a  letter  for  the  admiral  to  the 
king  and  queen,  designating,  in  an  accompanying  sea-chart,  the  covnea 
and  steerings  and  winds  by  which  he  had  arrived  at  Paria ;  and  that  this 
witness  had  heard  that  from  this  chart  others  had  been  made,  and  that 
Pedro  Alon2o  Niflo  and  Ojeda,  and  others,  who  had  since  visited  these 
countries,  had  been  guided  by  the  same.f 

Francisco  de  Molares,  one  of  the  beet  and  most  credible  of  all  the 

travagU  con  li  medeaimi  christiani  que  in  questa  isola  'stavanno  col  Cdombo 
(credo  per.invidia.)    Letter  of  yeq)acci — Edit,  of  Canovai. 

*  Preguntado  como  lo  sabe ;  dijo-r-qne  lo  sabe  porqae  vi6  este  tesd^  la 
figura  que  el  dicho  Almirante  al  dicho  tiempo  embi6  iCastilla  al  Rey  e  Rejma, 
nuestros  Senores,  de  lo  que  habia  descnbierto,  y  porqae  este  testigo  loego  tioo  4 
descabrir  y  hall6  que  era  verdad  lo  que  dicho  tiene  que  el  dicho  Almiranie  de- 
•cnbrid.     MS.    Process. of  D.  Diego  Colon,  preganta  U. 

t  Eate  testigo  escrivid  6na  carta  que  el  Almirante  escrivieia  al  Rey  a 
Rejma  N.  N.  S.  S.  haciendo  les  saber  las  perlas  e  cosas  que  hal>ia  hallado,  y  le 
embid  senalado  eon  la  dicha  carta,  en  una  carta  de  marear,  los  rumboe  y  vientos 
por  donde  habia  llegado  k  la  Paria,  e  qae  este  testigo  oyd  decir  como  pr. 
aqnclla  carte  ae  habian  heoho  otras  e  por  ellas  habian  venido  Pedro  Alonzo 
Merino  [Nino]  e  Ojeda  e  otros  qoe  despues  ban  ido  A  aquellas  partes.  Idem^ 
preganta  9. 
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pilotB,  testified  that  he  saw  a  sea-chart  which  Columbos  had  made  of  the 
coast  of  Paria,  and  he  believed  that  aU  governed  themselves  by  it.* 

Nameroas  witnesses  in  this  process  testify  to  the  fact  that  PaHa  was 
first  discovered  by  Columbus.  Las  Casas,  who  has  been  at  the  pains  of 
counting  them,  says  that  the  fiict  was  established  by  twenty<^ve  eye-wit- 
nesses and  sixty  ear-witnesses.  -Many  of  tiieih  testify  also  that  the  coast 
south  of  Paria,'and  that  extending  west  of  the  island  of  Margarita,  away 
to  Venezuela,  which  Vespucci  states  to  have  been  discovered  by  himself 
in  1497,  was  now  first  discovered  by  Ojeda,  and  had  never  before  been 
visited  either  by  the  admiral  "  or  any  other  Christian  whatever." 

Alonzo  Sanchez  de'Carvajal  says  that  all  the  voyages  of  discovery 
which  were  made  to  tbe  Terra  Firma,  were  made  l^  persons  who  had 
sailed  with  the  admiial,  or  been-  benefited  by  his  instructions  and  directions, 
following  the  course  he  had  laid  down  ;f  and  the  same  is  testified  by  many 
other  pilots  and  mariners  of  reputation  and  experience. 

It  would  be  a  sipgular  circumstance,  if  none  of  these  witnesses,  many 
of  whom  must  have  sailed  in  the  tome  squadron  with  Vespucci  along  this 
ooai^in  1499,  should  have  known  that  he  had  discovered  and  explored  it  two 
years  previously.  If  that  had  really  been  the  case,  what  motive  could  he 
have  for  concealing  the  fact  7  and  why,  if  they  knew  it,  should  they  not 
prodaim  itf?  Vespucci  states  his  voyage  in  1497  to  have  been  made  with 
four  caravels;  that  they  returned  in  October,  1498,  and  that  he  safled 
again  with  two  caravels  in  May,  1499,  (the  date  of  Ojeda's  departure.) 
Many  of  the  marinetR  would  therefore  have  been  present  in  both  voyages. 
Why,  too,  should  Ojeda  and  the  other  pilots  guide'  themselves  by  the 
charts  of  Columbus,  when  they  had  a  man  on  board  so  learned  in^  nautical 
sdence,  and  who,  from  his  own  recent  observationa,  was  practically'ac- 
quainted  with  the  coast  7  Not  a  word,  however,  is  mentioned  of  the  voy- 
age and  (fiscovery  of  Vespucci  by  any  of  the  pilots,  though  every  other 
voyage  and  discovery  is  cited ;  nor  dees  there  even  a  seaman  appear  who 
has  accompanied  him  in  his  asserted  voyage. 

*  ProcaM  of  D.  Diego  Colon,  Pregonta  10. 

t  Que  en  todos  los  viages  que  algonos  hidercm  deseobriendo  en  la  dicba 
t|erni,  ivan  personas  que  ovieioh  navegado  odd  el  dicho  Almiranle,  y  a  elloa 
mo8tr6  mochas  coeas  de  marear,  y  ellos  per  imltaeion  6  indostria  del  dicho  Al- 
mirante  las  aprendian  y  aprendieron,  e  segnendo  ag^.-que  el  dioho  Almiranta 
les  habia  mostrado,  hioieron  ks  viagea  ^le  deacubiieron  en  la  Tieira  Firauu 
Prooesi,  Pregonta  10. 
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Another  strong  circnmstance  against  tbe  reality  of  tins  voyage  is,  tfaitt 
it  was  not  brought  forward  in  tiiis  trial  to  defeat  the  claims  of  the  heirs  of 
Colambns.  Vespucci  states  the  voyage  to  have  been  undertaken  with  the 
knowledge  and  countenance  of  king  Ferdinand ;  it  must,  therefore,  have 
been  avowed  and  notorious.  Vespucci  was  living  at  Seville  in  1608,  at 
the  time  of  the  commencement  of  this  suit,  and  for  four  years  afterward, 
a  salaried  servant  of  the'crown.  Many  of  the^pilots  and  mariners  must 
have  been  at  hand,  who  sailed  with  him  in  his  pretended  enterprise.  If 
this  voyage  had  once  be^n  proved,  it  would  completely  have  settled  the 
question,  as  far  as  concerned  the  coast  o(  Paria,  in  favor  of  the  crown. 
Yet  no  testimony  appears  ever  to  have  been  taken  from  Vespucci  while 
living ;  and  when  the  interrogatories  were  lAade  in  the*  fiscal  court  in 
1613-13,  not  one  of  his  seamea  is  brought  up  to  give  evidence.  A  voy- 
age so  important  in  its  nature,  and  so  essential  to  .the  question  in  dispute, 
is  not  even  alluded  to,  while  useless  pains  are  taken  to  wrest  evidence 
from  the  voyage  of  Ojeda,  undertaken  at  a  subsequent  period. 

It  is  a  circumstance  worthy  of  notice,  that  Vespucci  commences  his 
first  letter  to  Lorenzo  de  Medici  in  1600,  within  a  month  after  his  return 
from  the  voyage  he  had  actually  made  to  Pana,  hnd  apologizes  for  his  long 
silence,  by  saying  that  nothing  had  occurred  worthy  of  mention,  (^  e  gran 
tempo  che  non  ho  scritto  4  vostra  magnifizensa,  e  non  lo  ha  causato  altra 
cosa  ne  nessuna  salvo  non  mi  essere  occono  cosa  degna  di  memoria,")  and 
proceeds  eagerly  to  tell  him  the  wonders  he  had  witnessed  in  the  expedi- 
tion from  which  he  had  but  just  returned.  It  would  be  a  singular  forget* 
fulness  to  say  that  nothing  had  occurred  of  importance,  if  he  had  made  a 
previous  voyage  of  eighteen  months  in  1487-8  to  this  newly-discovered 
world ;  and  it  would  be  almost  equaUy  strange  that  he  should  not  make 
Ihe  slightest  allusion  to  it  in  this  letter. 

It  has  been  the  endeavor  of  the  author  to  eanmine  this'question  dispas- 
sk>nately ;  and  after  considering  the  statements  anid  arguments  advanced 
on  either  side,  he  cannot  resist  a  conviction,  that  the  voyage  stated  to  have 
been  made  in  1497  did  not  take  place,  and  that  Vespucci  has  no  title  to 
the  first  discovery  of  the  coast  of  Paria. 

The  question  is  extremely  perplexing  from  the  diflioulty  of  assigning 
sufficient  motives  for  so  gross  a  deception.  When  Vespucci  wrote  his 
letters  there  was  no  doubt  entertained  but  that  Columbus  had  discov^ied 
the  main-land  in  his  first  voyage ;  Cuba  being  always  considered  the  ex- 
tremity of  Asia,  until  circumnavigated  in  1608.  Vespuccrmay  have  sup- 
posed Brazil,  Paria,  and  the  rest  of  that  coast,  part  of  a  distinct  continent, 
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and  have  been  aDxiousto  arrogate  to  himself  the  fame  of  its  (fiscevery. 
It  has  been  asserted,  that,  on  his  retiim  from  his  vo3rage  to  the  Brazils,  he 
prepared  a  maritime  chart,  in  which  he  gave  his  name  to  that  part  of  the 
main-land ;  but  this  assertion  does  not  appear  to  be  well  substantiated.  It 
would  rather  seem  that  his  name  was  given  to  that  part  of  the  continent 
by  others,  as  a  tribute  paid  to  his  supposed  merit,  in  consequence  of  hav- 
ing read  his  own  account  of  his  voyages.* 

.  rt  is  singular  that  Fernando,  the  son  of  €dumbus,  in  his  biography  of 
his  father,  should  bring  no  charge  against  Vespucci  of  endeavoring  to  sup- 
plant the  admiral  in  this  discovery.  Herrera  has  been  cited  as  the  first  to 
bring  the  accusation,  in  his  history  of  the  Indies,  first  published  in  1601, 
and  has*  been  much  criticised  in  consequence,  by  the  advocates  of  Ves- 
pucci, as  making  the  charge  6n  his  mere  assertion.  But,  in  &ct,  Herrera 
did  but  copy  what  he  found  written  by  Las  Casas,  who  had  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  fiscal  court  lying  before  him,  and  was  moved  to  indignation 
against  Vespucci,  by  what  he  considered  proofs  of  great  imposture. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  Vespucci  was  instigated  to  this  deception 
at  the  time  when  he  was  seeking  employment  in  the  colonial  service  of 


*  The  first  suggestion  of  the  name  appears  to  have  been  in  the  Latin  woik 
already  cited,  pnbliahed  in  8t.  Diez,  in  Lorraine,  in  1507,  ia  which  was  inserted 
the  letter  of  Vespucci  to  king  Ren^.  The  author,  after  speaking  of  the  other 
three  parts  of  the  worid,  Asia,  Africa,  and  Europe,  recommends  that  ihp  fourth 
'shall  be  called  Amerigo,  or  America,  after  Vespucci,  whom  he  imagined  its 
discoverer. 

Note  to  the  Eevimd  Edition,  1848. — Humboldt,  in  his  Ezamen  CairxQUX, 
published  in  Paris,  in  1837,  says:  " I  have  been  so  happy  as  to  discover,  very 
recently,  the  name  and  the  literary  relations  of  the  mysterious  personage  who  (in 
1507)  was  the  first  to  propose  the  name  of  America  to  designate  the  new  conti- 
nent, and  who  concealed  himself  under  the  Grecianized  name  of  Hylacomylas.** 
He  then,  by -a  long  and  ingenious  investigation,  shows  that  the  real  name  of  this 
personage  was  Martin  WaldseemfiUer,  of  Fribourg,  an  eminent  cosmograpfaer, 
patronizedTy  Ren6,  duke-of  Lorraine  ;  who  no  doubt  put  in  his  hands  the  letter 
received  by  him  from  Amerigo  Vespucci:  The  geographical  works  of  Waldsee- 
mOller,  under  the  assumed  name  of  Hylaeomylas,  had  a  wide  circuli^tion,  went 
through  repeated  editions,  and  propagated  the  use  of  the  name  America  through- 
out the  world.  There  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  this  application  of  the 
name  was  in  any  wise  suggested  by  Amerigo  VespuccL  It  appeals  to  have  been 
entirely  gratuitous  on  the  part  of  Waldseemftller. 
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Spain;  and  that  he  did  it  to  ccmdliate  the  bishop  Fonseca,  who  was 
deairouB  of  any  thing  that  might  injure  the  interests  of  Colombas.  In 
corroboration  of  tins  opinion,  the  patrbnage  is  cited  which  was  ever  shown 
bj  Fonseca  to  Vespucci  and  his  family.  This  is  not,  however,  a  satls&c- 
toiy  reason,  ance  it  does  not  appear  that  the  bishop  ever  made  any  use  of 
the  finlmcatian.  Perhaps  some  other  means  might  be  found  of  accounting 
for  this  spurious  narration,  without  imfdicating  the  veracity  of  Vespucd. 
It  may  bftve  be^  flie  Uunder  of  some  editor,  or  the  interpolation  of  some 
book-maker,  eager,  as  in  the  case  of  Trivigiani  with  the  manuscripts  of 
Peter  Martyr,  to  gather  together  disjointed  materials,  and  fabricate  a  work 
to  gratify  the  prevalent  passion  of  the  day. 

In  the  various  editions  of  the  letters  of  Vespucd,  the  grossest  variations 
and  inconsistencies  in  dates  will  be  found,  evidently  the  errors  of  hasty  and 
careless  publishers.  Several  of  these  have  been  corrected  by  the  modem 
authors  who  have  inserted  these  letters  in  their  works.*  The  same  dis- 
regard to  exactness  which  led  to  these  blunders,  may  have  produced  the 
interpohttion  of  this  voyage,  garbled  out  of  the  letters  of  Vespucci  and  the 
accounts  of  other  vc^agers.  This  is  merely  suggested  as  a  possible  mode 
of  accounting  for  what  appears  so  deddedly  to  be  a  &bricati<»i,  yet  which 
we  are  loth  to  attribute  fo  a  man  of  the  good  sense,  the  character,  and  the 
reputed  merit  of  Vespucci. 

After  all,  this  is  a  question  more  of  curiosity  than  oi  real  moment, 
although  it  is  one  of  those  perplexing  points  about  which  grave  me&  will 
continue  to  write  weary  volumes,  until  the  subject  acquires  a  fictitious 
importance  from  the  mountain  of  controversy  heaped  upon  it.  It  has 
become  a  question  of  local  pride  with  the  literati  of  Florence ;  and  they 
emulate  each  other  with  patriotic  ilM,  to  vindicate  the  fame  of  their 

*  An  instance  of  these  errois  may  be  cited  in  the  edition  of  the  letter  of 
Amerigo  Vespaoci  to  king  Ren^,  inserted  by  GriDsus  in  his  Novas  Oibis,  in 
1532.  In  this  Vespood  is  made  to  state'  that  he  sailed  from  Cadiz  May  30, 
MCCCCXCVn.  (1497,)  that  he  was  eighteen  months  absent,  and  returned  to 
Ca(&  October  15,  MCCCCXGIX.  (1499,)  which  would  constitute  an  absence 
of  29  months.  He  states  his  departure  fh»m  Cadiz,  on  his  second  voyagte,  Son- 
day,  May  lltb,  MCCCCLXXXIX.  (14890  ^hich  wonld  have  made  his  second 
voyage  precede  his  first  by  eight  years.  If  we  siifistitate.1499  for  1489,  the 
departure  on  his  second  voyage  would  still  precede  his  return  from  his  first  by 
five  months..  Canovai,  in  his  edition,  has  altered  the  date  of  the  first  retain  to 
1498,  to  limit  the  voyage  to  eighteen  months. 
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cfistioguished  eountryman.  This  zeal  is  laudable  when  kept  within  proper 
limits ;  but  it  is  to  be  regfretted  that  some  o(  them  have  so  far  been  heated 
by  controversy  as  to  become  irascible  against  the  very  memory  of  Colum- 
bus, and  to  seek  to  disparage  his  general  fame,  as  if  the  ruin  of  it  would 
add  any  thing  to  the  reputation  of  Vespucci.  This  is  discreditable  to 
their  discernment  and  their  liberality ;  it  ii\iures  tiieir  cause,  and  shocks 
the  feelings  of  mankind,  who  will  not  willingly  see  a  name  like  that  of 
Ck)Iumbus,  lightly  or  petulantly  assailed  in  the  course  of  these'  literary 
contests.  It  is  a  name  consecrated  in  history,  and  is  no  longer  the 
property  of  a  city,  or  a  state,  or  a  nation,  but  of  the  whole  world. 

Neither  should  those  who  have  a  proper  sense  of  the  merit  of  Columbus 
put  any  part  of  his  great  renown  at  issue  upon  this  minor  dispute. 
Whether  or  not  he  was  the  discoverer  of  Paria,  was  a  question  of  interest 
to  his  heirs,  as  a  share  of  the  government  and  revenues  of  that  country 
depended  upon  it ;  but  it  is  of  no  importance  to  his  fame.  In  &ct,  the 
European  who  first  reached  the  nudi^land  of  the  New  World  was  most 
probably  Sebastian  Cabot,  a  native  of  Venice,  sailing  in  the  employ  of 
England.  -  In  1497  hexMwsted  its  shores  from  Labrador  to  Florida ;  yet 
the  English  have  never  set  up  any  pretensions  on  his  account. 

The  glory  of  Columbus  does  not  depend  upon  the  parts  of  the  country 
he  visited  or  the  extent  of  coadt  along  which  he  sailed,  it  embraces  the 
discovery  of  the  whole  western  world.  With  respect  to  hiifi,  Vespucci  is 
as  Yafiez  Pinzon,  Bastides,  Ojeda,  Cabot,  and  the  crowd  of  secondary 
discoverers,  who  followed  in  his  track,  and  explored  the  realms  to  which 
he  had  led  the  way.  When  Columbus  first  touched  a  shore  of  the  New 
World,  even  though  a  frontier  island,  he  had  achieved  his  enterprises ;  he 
had  accomplished  all  that  was  necessary  to  his  fame :  the  great  proUem  of 
the  ocean  was  solved ;  the  work!  which  lay  beyond  its  western  waters  was 


No.  XL 

MABTIN  ALONZO  PINZON. 


Ill  the  course  of  the  trial  in  the  fiscal  court,  between  Don  Diego  and  .the 
crown,  an  attempt  was  made  to  depreciate  the  merit  of  Columbus,  and  to 
ascribe  the  success  of  the  great  oiterprise  of  discovery  to  the  intelligence 
YOL.  m.  16* 
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and  spirit  of  Martin  Alonzo  Pinzon.  It  was  the  interest  (rf*  the  crown  to 
do  80,  to  justify  itself  in  withholding  from  the  heirs  of  Colnmbns  the*extent 
of  his  stipulated  reward.  The  examinations  of  witnesses  in  this  trial  were 
made  at  varions  times  and  places,  and  upon  a  set  of  interrogatories  tot' 
mally  drawn  np  by  order  of  the  fiscal.  They  took  place  upwards  of 
twenty  years  after  the  first  voyage  of  Colnmbns,  and  the  witnesses  testi- 
fied fixMn  recollection.  '^ 

In  r^Iy  to  one  of  the  interrogatories,  Arias  Perez  Pinzon,  son  of  Mar- 
tin Alonzo,  declared,  that,1)eing  once  in  Rome  witli  his  father  on  com- 
mercial afiairs,  before  the  time  ai  the  discovery,  they  had  frequent  conver- 
sations with  a  person  learned  in  coemogrejdiy  whorwas  in  the  service  of 
Pope  Innocent  VHl,  and  that  being  in  the  library  of  the  pope,  this  person 
showed  them  many  manuscripts,  from  one  of  which  his  fisither  gathered 
intimation  of  these  new  lands ;  for  there  was  a  passage  by  an  historian  as 
old  as  the  time  of  Solomon,  which  said,  ^  Navigate  the  Mediterranean  Sea 
to  the  end  of  Spain  and  thence  towards  the  setting  sun,  in  a  direction 
between  north  and  south,  until  ninety-five  degrees  of  longitude,  and  you 
will  find  the  land  of  Cipango,  fertile  and  abundant,  and  equal  in  greatness 
tQ  Africa  and  Europe.*'  A  copy  of  this  writing,  he  added,  his  fiither 
brought  from  Rome  with  an  intention  of  going  in  seardi  of  that 
land)  and  frequently  expressed  such  determination ;  and  that,  when  Co- 
lumbus came  to  Palos  with  his  project  of  discovery,  Martin  Alfxaxo  Pin- 
zon showed  him  the  manuscript,  and  ultimately  gave  it  to  him  just  before 
they  sailed. 

It  is  extremely  probable  that  this  manuscript,  of  Which  Arias  Perez 
gives  80  vague  an  account  from  recollection,  but  whidi  he.  appears  to 
think  the  main  thing  that  prompted  Columbus  to  his  undertaking,  was  no 
other  than  the  work  of  Marco  Polo,  which,  at  that  time,  existed  in  mantt* 
script  in  most  of  the  Italian  libraries.  Martin  Alonzo  was  evidently  ac- 
quainted with  the  work  of  the  Venetian,  and  it  would  appear,  from  various 
circumstances,  that  Columbus  had  a  copy  of  it  with  him  in  his  voyages, 
which  may  have  been  the  manuscript  above  mentioned.  Cdumbus  had 
long  before,  however,  had  a  knowledge  of  the  work,  if  not  by  actual  in- 
spection, at  least  through  his  correspondence  with  Toscanelli  in  1474,  and 
had  derived  from  it  all  the  Ught  it  was  capable  of  furnishing,  before  he 
ever  came  to  Palos.  It  is  questionable,  also,  whether  the  visit  of  Martin 
Alonzo  to  Rome,  was  not  after  his  mind  had  been  heated  by  conversations 
with  Columbus  in  the  convent  of  La  Rabida.  The  testimony  of  Arias 
Perez  is  so  worded  as  to  leave  it  in  doubt  whether  the  visit  was  not  in  Hio 
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veiy  year  jmor  to  the  discovery :  <*  fue  el  dicho  su  padre  6  Roma  aqnel 
dicho  afSo  antes  que  fuese  a  descabrir."  Arias  Perez  always  mentions  the 
manuscript  as.  having  been  imparted  to  Colombus,  after  he  had  come  to 
Palbs  with  an  intention  of  proceeding  on  the  <Uscovery. 

Certain  witnesses  who  were  examined  on  behalf  of  the  crown,  and 
to  whom  specific-  interrogatories  were  put,  asserted,  as  has  already  been 
mentioned  in  a  note  to  this  work,  that  had  it  not  been  for  Martin  Alonzo 
PiniKon  and  his  brothers,  Cdombns  would  have  tamed  back  for  Spain, 
after  having  run  seven  or  ei^t  hnndred  leagues ;  being  disheartened  at 
not  finding  land,  and  dismayed-  by  the  mutiny  and-menacea  of  his  crew. 
This  is  stated  by  two  or  three  as  bom  perscmal  Imowledge,  and  by  othere 
fiKxn  hearsay.  It  is  said  especially  to  have  occurred  on  the  6th  ^  Octo- 
ber. On  this  day,  according  to  the  journal  of  Columbus,  he  had  some 
conversation  with  Martin  Alonzo,  who  was  anxious  that  they  should  stand 
more  to  the  southwest  The  admiral  refused  to  do  so,  and  it  is  very 
probable  that  some  angry  words  may  have  passed  between  them.  Various 
disputes  appetf  to  have  taken  place  between  Columbus  and  his  colleagues 
respecting  their  route,  previous  to  the  discovery  of  land ;  in  one  or  two 
instances  he  acceded  to  their  wishes,  and  altered  his  course,  but  in  general 
he  was  inflexible  in  standing  to  the  west.  The  Pinzons  also,  in  all  proba- 
bility, exerted  their  influence  in  quelling  the  murmurs  of  their  townsmen 
and  encouraging  them  to  proceed,  when  ready  to  rebel  against  Columbus. 
These  circumstances  may  have  become  mixed  up  in  the  vague  recoUec* 
tions  of  the  seamen  who  gave  the  foregoing  extravagant  testimony,  and 
who  were  evidently  disposed  to  exalt  the  merits  of  the  Pinzons  at  the  ex- 
pense of  Columbus.  They  were  in  some  measure  prompted  also  in  their 
replies  by  the  written  interrogatories  put  by  order  of  the  fiscal,  which  s]^ 
dfied  the  conversations  said  to  have  passed  between  Columbus  and  the 
Pinzons,  and  notwithstanding  these  guides  they  differed  widely  in  their 
statements,  and  ran  into  many  absurdities.  In  a  manuscript  record  in  pos- 
.  session  of  the  Pinzon  fiunily,  I  have  even  read  the  assertion  of  an  old  sea- 
man, that  Columbus,  in  his  eagerness  to  compel  the  Pinzons  to  turn  back 
to  Spain,  fired  upon  their  sAtp5,*but,  they  continuing  on,  he  was.  obliged 
to  follow,  and  within  two  days  afterwards  discovered  the  island  of  Hispa- 
niola. 

It  \»  evident  the  old  sailor,  if  he  really  spoke  conscientiously,  mingled 
in  his  cloudy  remembrance  the  disputes  in  the  early  part  of  the  voyage^ 
about  altering  their  course  to  the  southwest,  and  the  desertion  of  Martin 
Alonzo,  subsequent  to  the  discovery  of  the  ioieayos  and  Cuba,  wlieii» 


Digitized  by 


Google 


3i8  APPENDIX. 


after  parting  company  with  the  admiral,  he  made  the  island  of  Hispo- 
nida. 

The  witness  most  to  be  depended  opon  as  to  these  points  of  inquiry,  is 
the  physician  of  Palos,  Garcia  Fernandez,  a  man  of  education,  who  sailed 
with  Martin  Alonzo  Pinzon  as  steward  of  his  ship,  and  of  course  was 
{nesent  at  all  the  conversations  which  passed  between  the  commanders. 
He  testifies  that  Martin  Alonzo  urged  Columbus  to  stand  more  to  the 
southwest,  and  thaJt  the  admiral  at  length  complied,  but,  finding  no  land  in 
that  direction,  they  turned  again  to  the  west ;  a  statement  which  com- 
pletely coincides  with  the  journal  of  Columbbs.  He  adds  that  the  admiral 
continually  comforted  and  animated  Martin  Alonzo,  and  all  others  in  his 
coi^pany.  (Siempre  los  consolaba  el  dicho  Almirante  esforzandolos  al 
dicho  Martin  Alonzo  e  k  todos  los  que  en  su'compania  ibao.)  When  the 
pfajrsician  was  specifically  questioned  as  to  the  conversatioi^s  pretend^  to 
have  passed  between  the  commanders,  in  which  Columbus  expressed  a- 
desire  to  torn  back  to  Spain,  he  referred  to  the  preceding  tftatemei^  as  the 
only  answer  be  had  to  make  to  these  interrogatories. 

The  extravagant  testimony  before  mentioned  appears  never  to  have 
had  any  wei^  with  the  fiscal ;  and  the  accurate  historian  Mufioz,  who 
extracted  all  these  points  of  evidence  firom  the  papers  of  the  lawsuit,  has 
not  deemed  them  worthy ^of  mention  in  his  work.  As  these  matters,  how-  ^ 
ever,  remain  on  record  in  the  archives  of  the  Indies,  and  in  the  archives  of 
the  Pinzon  family,  in  both  of  which  I  have  had  a  full  opportunity  of 
inspectudg  them,  I  have  thought  it  advisable  to  make  these  few  observa- 
tions on  the  subject;  lest,  in  the  rage  for  research,  they^mi^t  hereafter 
be  drawn  forth  as  a  new  discovery,  on  the  strength  of  which  to  impugn 
the  nterits  of  Columbus. 


No.  XIL 

BUMOB   qjf  THE   PILOT   SAID   TO  HAVE  DIED  IN  THE  HOUSE  07 
COLUMBUS. 

Among  the  various  attempts  to  injure  Columbus  by  those  who  were 
envious  of  his  fame,  was  one  intended  to  destroy  all  his  merit  as  an  origi- 
nal discoverer.  It  was  said  that  he  had  received  information  of  the  exist- 
ence of  land  in  the  western  parts  of  the  ocean  from  a  tempest  towed  pOol, 
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who  hid  been  driven  there  by  violent  easteriy  winds,  and  who,  on  his 
retmrn  to  Eniope,  had  died  in  the  house  of  Columbus,  leaving  in  his  pos* 
■esskm  the  chut  and  journal  of  his  voyage,  by  which  he  was  guided  to 
his  discovexy. 

This  story  was  first  noticed  by  Oviedo,  a  contemporary  of  Columbus, 
In  his  MstOry  of  die  Indies)  published  in  1536.  He'  mentions  it  as  a 
niBKM'  circulating  among  the  vulgar,  without  foundation  in  truth. 

Fernando  Lopez  de  Gomara  first  brought  it  forward  against  Columbus. 
In  his  history  of  the  Indies,  published  in  1662,  he  repeats  the  rumor  in  the 
vaguest  terms,  manifestly  from  Oviedo,  but  without  the  contradiction  given 
to  it  by  that  author.  He  says  that  the  name  and  country  of  the  pilot  were 
unknown,  sofne  terming  him  an  And^nsian,  sailing  between  the  Canaries 
and  Madeira,  others  a  Biscayan,  trading  to  England  and  Fiance ;  and 
others  a  Portuguese,  voya«^ng  between  Lisbon  and  Mina,  on  tiie  coast  of 
Guniea.  He  expresses  equal  micertidnty  whether  the  pilot  brought  the 
caravel  to  POTtugal,  to  Madeim,  or  to  one  of  the  Azores.  The  only  point 
GQ  which  the  circulatorb  of  the  rumor  agreed  was,  that  he  died  in  the  * 
hoi^  of  ColumbuSj  Gomara  adds  that  by  this  event  Columbus  was  led 
to  undertake  his  V(^age  to  the  new  countries.* 

The  other  early  historians  who  mention  Coluihbus  and  his  voyages, 
and  were  his  contemporaries,  viz.  Sabellicus,  Peter  Martyr,  Gnstiniani, 
Bemaldez,  conmionly  called  the  curate  of  los  Palacios,  Las  Casas,  Fer- 
nando, the  son  of  the  admiral,  and  the  anonymous  author  of  a  voyage  of 
Columbus,  tranriated  from  the  Italian  into  Latin  by  Madrignano,f  are  all 
silent  hi  regard  to  this  report. 

Benzoni,  whose  history  of  the  New  World  was  pnblistied  m  1666, 
repeats  the  story  from  Gomara,  with  whom  he  was  contemporary ;  but  de- 
ciMly  expresses  his  opinion,  that  Gomara  had  mingled  up  much  falsehood 
vrith  some  truth,  for  the  purpose  of  detracting  from  the  fame  of  Columbus, 
through  jealousy  that  any  one  but  a  Spaniard  should  enjoy  the  honor  of 
the  discovery.J 

*  Gomara,  Hist.  Ind.,  cap.  14. 
.  t  Navigatio  ChristophorirColambi,  Madrignano  Interprete.  It  is  contained 
in  a  collection  of  voyages  called  Novns  Orbis  Regionum,  edition  of  1555,  bat 
was  originally  pnbliBbed  in  Italian  as  written  by  Montalbodo  Francanzano  (or 
Francapano  de  Montaldo),  in  a  collection  of  voyages  entitled  Nuovb  Mando, 
in  Vicenxa,  1507. 

i  Girolamo  Benzoni,  Hist,  del  Nnevo  Mundo,  lib.  1.  &.  12.  In  Venetiay 
1673. 
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Aco6ta  notices  the  drcnmstaiice  slightly  in  his  Natora]  and  Moral  HL^ 
tofy  of  the  Indies,  published  in  1691,  and  takes  it  evidently  from  Gomara.* 

Mariana,  in  his  history  of  Spain,  published  in  1592,  also  mentions  it, 
but  expresses  a  doubt  of  its  truth,  and  derives  his  information  manifestly 
from  Gomanuf 

Ueirera,  who  published  his  history  of  the  Indies^  in  1601,  takes  no 
notice  Of  the  story.  In  not  notidng  it,  he  may  be  considOTed  as  rejecting 
it ;  for  he  is  distinguished  for  his  minuteness,  and  was  well  acquainted 
with  Gomara's  history,  which  he  expressly  contiadicts  on  a  point  of  con- 
siderable interest} 

Gardlaso  de  la  Vega,  a  native  of  Cusco  in  Peru,  revived  the  tale  widi 
very  minute  particulars,  in  his  Commentaries  of  the  Incas,  published  in 
1609.  He  tells  it  smoothly  and  circumstantially ;  fixes  the  date  of  the 
occurrence  1484,  ^  oHe  year  more  or  less ;"  states  the  name  of  the  unfor- 
tunate pik>t,  Aloazo  Sandiez  de  Huelva ;  the  destinatibn  of  his  vessel, 
from  the  Canaries  to  Madeira ;  and  the  unknown  land  to  which  they  were 
driven,  the  island  of  Hispaniola.  The  pilot,  he  says,  landed,  took  &n  alti- 
tude, and  wrote  an  account  of  all  he  saw,  and  all  that  had  occurred  in  the 
voyage.  He  then  took  in  wood  and  water,  and  set  out  to  seek  his  way 
home.  He  succeeded  in  returning,^  but  the  voyage  was  long  and  tempes- 
tuous, and  twelve  died  of  hunger  and  fisitigue,  out  of  seventeen,  the  origi- 
nal number  of  the  crew.  The  five  survivora  arrived  at  Teroera,  where 
they  were  hospitably  entertained  by  Columbus,  but  all  died  in  his  house,  in 
eonseqnence  of  the  hardships  they  had  sustained ;  the  pilot  was  the  last 
tibat  died,  leaving  his  host  heir  to  his  papers.  Columbus  kept  them  pro- 
foundly secret,  and  by  pureuing  the  route  therein  prescribed,  obtained  the 
credit  of  discovering  the  New  World.} 

Such  aro  the  material  points  of  the  Circumstantial  relation  furnished 
by  Gardlaso  de  la  Vega,  one  hundred  and  twenty  yeare  after  the  -event 
In  regard  to  authority,  he  recollects  to  have  heard  the  story  when  he  was 
a  child,  as  a  subject  of  conversation  between  his  fitther  and  the  peighbors, 
and  he  refere  to  the  histories  of  the  Indies,  by  Acosta  and  Gomara,  for 
confirmation.  As  the  conversations  to  which  he  listened,  must  have  taken 
place  sixty  or  seventy  yeara  after  the  date  of  the  report,  there  had  been 

*  Padre  Joseph  de  Acosta,  Hist.  Ind.,  lib.  i.  cap.  19. 

t  Joan  de  Mariana,  Hist.  EspaSa/  lib.  xzvi.  cap.  3. 

t  Herrere,  Hist  Ind.,  decad.  ii.  lib.  iii.  cap.  i. 

§  Commemitarioe  de  los  Incas,  lib.  i.  cap.  3. 
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It  is  unnecessary  to  gfive  further  refntation  to  this  charge,  especially 
asit  is  clear  that  Columbus  communicated  his  idea  of  'discovery  to  Pank> 
Toecanelli  of  Florence,  in  1474,  ten  years  previous  to  the  date  assigned 
by  Giarcilaso  de  la  Vega  for  this  occurrence. 


Na  Xm. 

^  MABTIN  BBHEM^ 

This  able  geographer  was  bom  in  Nuremburg,  in  CSennany,  tJbqnt  tfao 
commencement  of  the  year  1430.  His  ancestors  were  from  the' circle  of 
Pilsner,  in  Bohemia,  heoice-he  is  called  by  aome  writers  Martin  of  Bohe- 
mia, and  the  resemblance  of  his  own  name  to  that  of  the  country  of  his 
ancestors  frequently  occasions  a  confupion  in  the  appellation. 

It  has  been  said  by  some  that  he  studied  under  Philip  Bervalde  the 
elder,  and  by  others  under  John  MuUer,  otherwise  called  Regiomontanus, 
though  De  Murr,  who  has  made  diligent  inquiry  into  his  history,  discredits 
both  assertions.  According  to  a  correspondence  between  Behem  and  his 
uncle  discovered  of  late  years  by  De  Murr,  it  appears  that  the  early  part 
of  his  life  was  devoted  to  commerce.  Some  have  given  him  the  credit  of 
discovering  the  island  of  Fajral,  but  this  is  an  error,  arising  probably  fhxn 
the  circumstance  that  Job  de  Huertar,  father-in-law  of  Behem,  colonized 
that  island  in  1466. 

He  is  supposed  to  have  arrived  at  Portugal  in  1481,  whSe  Alphonso 
V  was  still  on  the  throne ;  it  is  certain  that  eliortly  afterwards  he  was  in 
high  repute  for  his  science  in  the  court  of  Lisbon,  insomuch  that  he  was 
one  of  the  council  appointed  by  king  John  11  to  improve  the' art  of  navi- 
gation, and  by  some  he  has  received  the  whole  credit  of  the  memorable 
service  rendered  to  commerce  by  that  council,  in  the  introduction  of  the 
astrolabe  into  pautical  use. 

In  1484  king  John  sent  ^n  .expedition  under  Diego  Cam,  as  Barras 
calls  him,  Cano  according  to  others,  to  prosecute  discoveries  along  the 

cernimiento  lo  que  halld  escrito  por  sos  atitecesores,  y  did  credito  k  petraias 
no  solo  fiilaas  siuo  inverisimiieB.'*  Joan  Baudsta  Monox,  Hist.  N.  Mondop 
Pnrfogo,  p.  18. 
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eottstof  Africa.  In  tlus  expedition  Behem  safled  as  coemognpher.  Tliegr 
croBsed  the  equinoctial  line,  discovered  the  coast  of  Congo,  advanced  to 
twenty-two  degrees  forty-five  minutes  of  sooth  latitude,*  and  erected  two 
eolomns,  on  which  were  engraved  the  arms  of  Pcnrtagal,  in  the  month  of 
the  river  Zagia,  in  Africa,  which  thenoe^  fur  some  tLme^  took  the  name  «)f 
the  River  of  Cdomns.f 

For  th^  services  rendered  on  this  and  on  previous  occasi<His,  it  is  said 
that  Behem  was  knighted  by  king  Jolm  in  1485,  though  no  mention  is 
made  of  such  a  circumstance  in  aUy  of  the  contemporary  historians.  The 
principal  proof  of  his  having  received  this  mark  of  distinction,  is  his  having 
given  himself  the  title  on  his  own  globe  of  Egues  LusUanus, 

In  I486  he  married  at  Fvytl  the  daughter  of  Job  de  Huertar,  and  is 
supposed  to  have  remained  there  for  sc«ie  few  years,  where  he  had  a  son 
named  Martin,  bom  in  1489.  During  his  residence  at  Lisbon  and  Fayal, 
it  is  probable  the  acquaintance  took  phice  betwemi  him  and  Cdumbus,  to 
wMch  Herrera  and  others  allude ;  and  the  adttural  may  have  heard  from 
him  some  of  the  rumors  drculating  in  the  islands,  of  indications  of  western 
lands  floating  to  their  shores. 

In  1491  he  returned  to  Nuremburg  to  see  his  fiunily,  and  while  there, 
in  1492,  he  finished  a  terrestrial  globe,  considered  a  masterpiece  in  those 
days,  which  he  had  undertaken  at  the  request  of  the  principal  magistrates 
of  his  native  city. 

In  1493  he  returned,  to  Portugal,  and  from  thence  proceeded  to 
Payal. 

In  1494  king  John  11,- who  had  a  hig^  opmion  of  him,  sent  him  ta 
Flanders  to  his  natural  son  prince  George,  the  intraided  hdr  of  his  crown. 
In  the  course  of  his  voyage  B^em  was  captured  and  carried  to  England, 
where  he  remained  for  three  months  detained  by  illness.  Having  recovered, 
he  again  put  to  sea,  but  was  captured  by  a  corsair  and  carried  to  France. 
Having  ransomed  himself,  he  proceeded  to  Antwerp  and  Bruges,  but  re* 
turned  almost  immediately  to  Portugal.  Nothing  more  Is  known  of  him 
for  several  years,  during  which  time  it  is  supposed  he  remained  with  his 
£Bunily  in  Fayal,  too  old  to  make  further  vo3rages.  In  1606  he  went  froni 
Fayal  to  LisbcHi,  where  he  died. 

The  assertion  that  Behem  had  discovered  the  western  worid  previous 
to  Columbus,  in  the  course  of  the  voyage  with  Cam,  was  founded  on  a 


«  Vascoooelos.  lib.  4.  t  Murr,  Notice  sor  M.  Behaim. 
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mishiterpretalioD  of  a  paBsage  interpolated  in  the  chronicle  of  Hartmami 
Schedel,  a  ccmtemporary  writer.  This  passage  mentions^  that  when  te 
voyagers  were  in  the  Southern  Ocean  not  &r  from  the  coast,  and  had 
passed  the  line,  they  came  into  another  hemisphere,  where,  whai  they 
looked  towards  the  east,  their  shadows  fell  towards  the  south,  on  their 
right  hand ;  that  here  they  discovered  a  new  world,  unknown  until  then, 
and  \duch  for  many  years  had  never  been  sought  except  by  the  Genoese, 
and  by  them  unsuccessfully. 

'*  Hii  duo,  bono  deorum  auspicio,  mare  meri^onale  snlcantes,  a  littora 
non  kmge  evagantes,  superato  circulo  equinoctiali,  in  alteram  orbem 
excepti  sunt  Ubi  ipeis  stantibus  orientem  versus,  umbra  ad  meridiem  et 
dextram  projiciebatur.  Apera^re  igitur  sua  industi1f^  alium  orbem  hacte- 
nus  nobis  incognitum  et  multis  annis,  a.  nullis  quam  JanuensibUSy  Koel 
frustra  temptatum." 

These  lines  are  part  of  a  passage  which  it  is  said  is  intefpc^ated  by  a 
different  hand,  in  the  original  manuscript  of  the  chronicle  of  Schedel.  De 
Murr  assures  us  that  they^re  not  to  be  found  in  the  Gennan  teanslatioa 
of  the  book  by  George  Alt,  whibh  was  finished  the  6th  October,  149S. 
But  even  if  they  were,  they  relate  merely  to  the  discovery  which  Diego 
Cam  made  of  the  southern  hemisphere,  previously  unknown,  and  of  the 
coast  of  Africa  beyond  the  equator,  all  which  appealed  like  a  new  world, 
and  as  such  was  talked  of  at  the  time. 

The  Genoese  alluded  to,  who  had  made  an  unsuccessful  attempt,  were 
Antonio  de  Nolle  with  Bartholomeo  his  brother,  and  Raphael  de  Ndle  his 
nephew.  Antonio  was  of  a  noble  family,  and,  for  some  disgust,-  left  his 
country  and  went  to  Lisbon  with  his  before-mentioned  relatives  in  two 
caravels ;  sailing  whence  in  the  employ  of  Portugal,  they  discovered  the 
island  of  St:  Jago,  &c.* 

This  interpolated  passage  of  Schedel  was  likewise  mserted  into  the 
work  De  Europft  sub  Frederico  III  of  .£neas  Silvius,  afterwards  Pope 
Pius  U,  who  died  in  1464,  long  before  the  voyage  in  question.  The  mis- 
interpretation of  the  passage  first  gave  rise  to  the  incorrect  assertion  that 
Behem  had  discovered  the  New  World,  prior  to  Columbus ;  as  if  it  were 
posrible  such  a  circumstance  could  have  happened  without  Behem's  laying 
claim  to  the  glory  of  the  discovery,  and  without  the  world  immediately 
resoundmg  with  so  important  an  event    This  error  had  been  adopted  by 


*  Barros,  decad.  i.  lib.  ii.  cap.  1.  Lisbon,  1558. 
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No.  XIV. 

TOTAGSa   OF  THB   SOANDDrAYIANS. 

Many  elaborate  dissertaticms  have  been  written  to  prove  that  discoveriei 
were  made  by  the  Scandinavians  on  the  northern  coast  of  America  hmg 
before  the  em  of  Columbus ;  but  the  subject  appears  sfill  to  be  wrapped  in 
much' doubt  and  obscurity. 

It  has  been  asserted  that  the  Norwegians,  as  eariy  as  the  ninth  century, 
discovered  a  great  tract  of  land  to  the  west  of  Iceland,  which  they  calM 
Grand  Iceland ;  but  this  has  been  pronounced  a  fabulous  tradition.  The 
most  plausible  account  is  <;»ne  given  by  Snorro  Sturleeon,  ia  his  Saga  or 
Chronicle  of  King  Olaus.  According  to  this  writer,  one  Biom  of  Iceland, 
sailing  to  Greenland  in  search  of  his  father,  from  whom  he  had  been  sepa- 
rated by  a  storm,  was  driven  by  tempestuous  weather  far  to  the  southwest, 
until  he  came  in  sight  of  a  low  country,  <x)vered  with  wood,  with  an 
island  in  its  vicinity.  The  weather  becoming  favorable,  he  turned  to  the 
northeast  without  landing,  and  arrived  safe  at  Greenland.  His  account  of 
the  country  he  had  beheld,  it  is  said,  excited  the  enterprise  of  Leif,  eon  of 
Eric  Rauda  (or  Redh^),  the  first  settler  of  Greenland.  A  vessel  was 
fitted  out,  and  Leif  and  Biom  departed  alone  in  quest  of  this  unknown 
land.  They  found  a  rocky  and  sterile  island,  to  which  they  gave  the  name 
of  Helleland ;  also  a  low  sandy  country  covered  with  wood,  to  which  they 
gave  the  name  of  Markland;  and,  two  days  afterwards,  they  observed  a 
continuance  of  the  coast,  with  an  island  to  the  north  of  it  This  last  they 
described  as  fertile,  well  wooded,  producing  agreeable  fruits,  and  particu- 
larly grapes,  a  fruit  with  which  they  were  tmacquainted.  On  being 
informed  by  one  of  their  companions,  a  German,  of  its  qualities  and  name, 
they  called  the  country,  from  it,  Vinland.  They  ascended  a  river,  well 
stored  with  fish,  particularly  salmcm,  and  came  to  a  lake  from  which  the 
river  took  it^  origin,  where  Uiey  passed  the  winter.  The  climate  appeared 
to  them  mild  and  pleasant ;  being  accnstomed  to  the  rigorous  climates  of 
the  north.  On  the  shortest  day,  the  sun  was  eight  hours  above  the  h<nri- 
zon.  Hence  it  has  been  concluded  that  the  country  was  about  the  49th 
degree  of  north  latitude,  and  was  either  Newfoundland,  or  some  part  of  the 
coast  of  North  America,  about  the  Gulf  of  St  Lawrence.*   It  is  added  that 

*  Foister's  Northern  Voyages,  book  iL  chap.  9. 
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dieraUiliTesofLeif  made  several  voyages  to  Vinlaod;  that  tbey  traded  wilii 
the  nativee  for  fiirs ;  and  that,  in  1121,  a  bishop  named  Eric  went  from 
Greenland  to  Yinland  to  convert  the  inhabitants  to  Christianity.  From 
this  time,  says  Forster,  we  know  nothing  of  Yinland,  and  there  is  every 
appearance  that  the  tribe  which  still  exists  in  the  interior  of  Newfoundland, 
and  which  is  so  different  from  the  other  savages  of  North  America,  both 
in  thehr  appearance  and  mode  of  living,  and  always  in^  a  state  of  warfare 
with  the  Esquimaux  of  the  northern  coast,  are  descendants  of  the  ancient 
Normans. 

The  an^Kur  of  the  present  work  has  not  had  the  means  of  tracing  this 
story  to  its  original  sources.'  He  gives  it  on' the  authority  of  M.  Mahe- 
Bmn,  and  Mr.  Forster.  The  latter  extracts  it  from  the  Saga  or  Chronicle 
of  Snono,  who  was  bom  in  1179,  and  wrote  in  1215;  so  that  his  account 
was  formed  long-after  the  event  is  said  to  have  t&ken  place.  Forster  says, 
^  the  facts  which  we  report  have  been  collected  from  a  great  number  of 
Icelandic  manuscripts,  and  transmitted  to  us  by  Torfeus  in  his  two  works 
entitled  Veteris'  GroBnlandin  Descriptio,  Hafisia,  1706,  and  Historia  Win- 
hmdisD  Antiqus,  Hafnia,  1705."  Forster  Appears  to  have  no  doubt  of  the 
authenticity  of  the  &cts.  As  fiur  as  the  author  of  the  present  work  has 
had  experience  in  tracing  these  stories  of  eariy  discoveries  of  portions  of 
the  New  World,  he  has  generally  found  them  very  confid^it  deductions 
drawn  from  very  vague  and  questionable  &cts.  Learned  men  are  too 
prone  to  give  substance  to  mere  shadows,  when  they  assist  some  precon- 
ceived theory.  Most  of  these  accounts,  when  divested  of  the  erudite 
coomientB  of  th^  editbra,  have  proved  little  better  than  the  traditionaTy 
fid)Ies,  noticed  in  another  part  of  this  woiic,  respecting  the  imaginary 
islands  of  St.  Borondon,.  and  of  the  Seven  Cities. 

There  is  no  great  improbability,  however,  that  such  enterprising  and 
roving  vojragera  as  the  Scandinavians,  may  have  wandered  to  the  northern 
i^res  of  America,  about  the  coast  of  Labrador,  or  the  shores  of  New- 
foundland ;  and  if  the  Icelandic  manuscripts  said  to  be  of  the  thirteenth 
century  can  be  relied  upon  as  genuine,  fVee  from  modem  interpolation,  and 
correctly  quoted,  they  would  appear  to  prove  the  fiu!t  But  granting  the 
truth  of  the  alleged  discoveries,  they  led  to  no  more  result  than  would  the 
interchange  of  communication  between  the  natives  of  Greenland  and  the 
Esquimaux.  The  knowledge  of  them  appeare  not  to  have  extended  be-~ 
yond  their  own  nation,  and  to  have  been  soon  neglected  and  forgotten  by 
themsehres. 

Another  pretension  to  an  early  discovery  of  the  American  eontment 
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has  been  set  op,  foimded  on  an  alleged  map  and  narratiye  of  two  bvotfaen 
of  the  name  of  Zeno,  of  Venice;  but  it  seems  more  invalid  than  those  just 
mentioned.    The  following  is  the  substance  of  this  claim. 

Nicolo  Zene,  a  noble  Venetian,  is  said  to  have  made  a  voyage  to  the 
north  in  1380,  in  a  vessel  fitted  out  at  his  own  cost,  intending  to  visit 
England  and  Flanders ;  but  meeting  with  a  terrible  tempest,  was  driven  for 
many  days  he  knew  not  whither,  until  he  was  cast  away  upon  FriselaDd, 
an  island  much  in  dispute  among^geographers,  but  supposed  to  be  the  ai^ 
chipelago  of  the  Ferroe  islandd.  The  shipwrecked  vojragers  were  assailed 
by  the  natives ;  but  rescued  by  Zichmni,  a  prince  of  the  islands,  \yvag  on 
the  south  side  of  Friseland,  and  duke  of  another  district  lyin^  over  against 
Scotland,  Zeno  entered  into  the  service  of  this  prince,  and  aided  him  in 
conquering  Friseland,  and  other  northern  islands.  He  was  soon  joined 
by  Ms  brother  Antonio  Zeno,  who  remained  fourteen  years  in  those  coun^ 
tries. 

During  bis  residence  in  Friseland,  Antonio  Zeno  wrote  to  his  brother 
Carlo,  in  Venice,  giving  an  account  of  a  report  brought  .by  a  ceitam 
fisherman,  about  a  land  to  the  westward.  According  to  the  tale  of  this 
mariner,  he  had  been  one  of  a  party  who  sailed  from  Friseland  about 
twenty-six  years  before,  in  four  fishiug4)oats.  Being  overtaken  by  a 
mighty  tanpest,  they  were  driven  about  the  sea  for  many  days,  until  the 
boat  containing  himself  and  six  companions  was  cast  upon  an  island  called 
Estotiland,  about  one  thousand  miles  from  Friseland.  They  were  takes 
by  the  .inhabitants,  and  carried  to  a  Mr  and  populous  city,  where  the  king 
sent  for  many  interpreters  to  converse  with  them,  but  none  thai  they 
could  understand,  until  a  man  was  found  who  had  likewise  been  cast  away 
upon  the  coast,  and  who  spoke  Latin.  They  remained  several  days  upon 
the  island,  ^diich  was  rich  and  fruitful,  abounding  with  all  kinds  of  metels, 
and  especially  gold.*  There  was  a  high  mountam  in  the  c^itre,  from 
which  flowed  four  rivers  which  watered  the  whole  country.  The  in- 
habitants were  intelligent  and  acquainted  with  the  mechanical  arts  of 
Europe.  They  cultivated  grain,  made  beer,  and  lived  in  Houses  built  of 
stone.  There  were  Latin  books  in  the  king's  Ubrary,  though  the  inhabit- 
ants had  no  knowledge  of  that  language.    They  had  many  cities  and 


*  This  aooount  is  taken  hom  Hackluyt,  vol.  iii.  p.  123.    The 
about  gold  and  other  metals  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  orignal  Italian  of  RanM* 
sio,  (torn.  ii.  p.  23,)  and  is  probably  an  interpolation. 
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eastles,  and  tarried  on  a  trade  with  Greenland  for  pttch,  sulphur  and 
peltry.  Though  much  given  to  navigation,  they  were  ignorant  of  the  use 
of  the  compass,  and  finding  the  Friselanders  acquainted  with  it,  held  them 
in  great  esteem ;  and  the  king  sent  them  with  twelve  harks  to  visit  a 
country  to  the  south,  called  Drogeo.  They  had  nearly  perished  in  a 
storm,  but  were  cast  away  upon  the  coast  of  Drogeo.  They  found  the 
people  to  be  cannibals,  and  were  on  the  point,  of  being  killed  and  devoured, 
but  were  spared  on  account  of  their  great  skill  in  fishing. 

The  fisherman  described  this  Drogeo  as  being  a  country  of  vast  extent, 
or  rather  a  new  world ;  that  the  inhabitants  were  naked  and  barbarous ; 
but  that  far  to  ^  southwest  there  was  a  more  civilized  region,  and  tem- 
perate climate,  where  the  inhabitants  had  a  knowledge  of  goki  and  silver, 
Bved  in  cities,  erected  splendid  temples  to  idols,  and  sacrificed  human 
victims  to  them,  which  they  afterwards  devoured. 

After  the  fisherman  had  resided  many  years  on  this  continent,  during 
which  time  he  had  passed  from  the  service  of  one  chieftain  to  another, 
and  traversed  various  parts  of  it,  certain  boats  of  Elstotiland  arrived  on  the 
coast  of  Drogeo.  The  fishennan  went  on  board  of  them,  acted  as  inter- 
preter, and  foUowed  the  trade  between  the  main-land  and  Estotiknd  for 
some  time,  until  he  became  very  rich :  then  he  fitted  out  a  bark  of  his 
pwn,  and  with  the  assistance  of  some  of  the  people  of  the  island,  made  his 
way  back,  across  the  thousand  uitervening  miles  of  ocean,  and  arrived 
safe  at  Friseland.  The  account  he  gave  of  these  countries,  determined 
.  Zichmni,  the  prince  of  Friseland,  to  send  an  expedition  thither,  and  An* 
tonio  Zeno  was  to  c<Hnmand  it.  Just  before  sailing,  the  fisherman,  who 
was  to  have  acted  as  guide,  died ;  but  certain  mariners,  who  had  accom- 
panied him-  from  Estotiland,  were  taken  in  his  place.  The  expedition 
sailed  under  command  of  Zichnmi ;  the  Venetian,  Zeno,  merely  accom- 
panied it  It  was  unsuccessful  After  having  discovered  an  island  called 
Icaria,  where  they- met  with  a  rough  reception  from  the  inhabitants,  and 
were  obliged  to  withdraw,  the  ships  were  driven  by  a  storm  to  Greenland. 
No  record  remains  of  any  further  prosecution  of  the  enterprise. 

The  countries  mentioned  in  the  account  of  Zeno,  were  laid  down  on  a 
map  originally  engraved  on  wood.  The  island  of  Estotiknd  has  been 
supposed  by  M.  Malte-Brun  to  be  Newfoundland ;  its  partially  civilised 
Inhabitants  the  descendants  of  the  Scandinavian  colonists  of  Vinland ;  and 
the  Latin  books  in  the  king's  library  to  be  the  remains  of  the.  library  of 
the  Greenland  bishop,  who  emigrated  thither  in  1121.  Drogeo,  accord- 
ing to  the  same  coiijecture,  was. Nova-Scotia  and  New-England.    Tht 
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civilizad  people  to  the  eouthwesf,  who  sacrifieed  human  victhns  hi  rioh 
•  templea,  be  snnnises  to  have  been  the  Mexicans,  or  some  ancient  natkn 
of  Florida  or  Louisiana. 

The  premises  do  not  appear  to  warrant  this  dednction.  The  whole 
story  abounds  with  improbabilities ;  not  the  least  of  which  is  the  civiliia- 
tion  prevalent'  among  tbe  inhabitants ;  their  honses  6f  stone,  their  Euro- 
pean arts,  the  library  of  their  king ;  no  tnces  of  wbiob  were  to  be  found 
on  their  subsequent  discovery.  Not  to  mention  the  information  aboot 
Mexico  penetrating  through  the  numerous  savage  tribes  of  a  vast  conti- 
nent It  is  proper  to  observe  that  this  account  was  not  published  UBtil 
1668,  long  after  tbe  discoveiy  of  Mexico.  It  was  given  to  the  world  by 
Francisco  Marcolini,  a  descendant  of  the  'Zeni,  from  the  fragments  of 
letters  said  to  have  been  written  by  Antonio  Zeno  to  Cario  his  brother. 
**  It  grieves  me,"  says  the  editor,  ^  that  the  book,  and  divers  Other  vni- 
tings  concerning  these  matters,  are  misefably  lost ;  for  being  but  a  child 
when  they  came  to  my  hands,  and  not  knowing  what  they  were,  I  tore 
them  and  rent  them  in  pieces,  which  now  I  cannot  call  to  reroembranoe 
but  to  my  exceeding  great  grief."* 

This  garbled  statement  by  Marpolini,  derived  ccmsiderable  authority  by 
being  introduced  by  Abraham  Ortelius,  an  able  geographer,  in  his  Theatmm 
Orbis ;  but  the  whole  story  has  been  condemned  by  Me  coornientators  as 
a  gross  &brication.  Mr.  Forstcfr  resents  this,  as  an  instance  of  obstinate 
incredulity,  saying  that  it  is  impossible  to  doubt  the  existence  of  the  coun- 
try of  which  Carlo,  Nicdo  and  Antonio  Zeno  talk ;  as  original  acts  in  the 
archives  of  Venice  prove  that  tbe  chevalier  undertook  a  voyage  to  the 
north ;  that  his  brother  Antonio  followed  him ;  that  Antonio  traced  a  map, 
which  he  brought  back  and  hung  up  in  his  house,  where  it  remained  sub- 
ject to  public  examination,  until  the  time  of  Marcolini,  as  an  mcontestable 
proof  of  tbe  truth  of  what  he  advanced.  Ghranting  all  this,  it  merely 
proves  that  Antonio  and  his  brother  were  at  Friseland  and  Greenland. 
Their  letters  never  assert  that  Zeno  madd  the  voyage  to  E^stodland.  Tbe 
fleet  was  carried  by  a  tempest  to  Greenland,  after  which  we  hear  no  more 
of  him ;  and  his  account  of  Estotiland  and  Drogeo  rests  simply  on  the 
tale  of  the  fisherman,  after  whose  descriptions  his  map  must  have  been 
conjecturally  projected.  The  whole  story  resembles  much  the  fables  cir- 
culated shortly  after  the  discovery  of  Columbus,  to  arrogate  to  other  na* 
tions  and  individuals  the^credit  of  the  achievement 

•  HacUnyt,  Collect,  vd.  iii.  p.  197. 
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M.  Malle-Bnm  iBtimatee  that  the  alleged  diaceffery  of  Vinkod  may 
have  been  known  to  Columbna  when  he  made  a  voyage  in  the  North  Sea 
in  1477,*  and  that  the  map  of  Zeno,  being  in  the  national  Ubrary  at  Lon- 
don,, in  a  Danish  work,  at  the  time  when  Bartholomew  Colnmbus  was  in 
that  city,  employed  in  making  maps,  be  may  have  known  something  of  it, 
and  have  communicated  it  to  his  brother.f  Had  M.  Malte-Bmn  examined 
the  history  of  Colmnbus  with  his  usual  accuracy,  he  would  have  perceived, 
that,  in  his  correspondence  with  Paulo  Toecanelli  in  1474,  he  had  expressed 
his  intention  of  seeking  India  by  a  route  directly  to  the  west  His  voy- 
age to  the  north  did  nc^  take  place  until  three  years  afterwards.  As  to 
the  residence  of  Bartholomew  in  LcMidon,  it  was  not  until  after  Cdum- 
.  bus  had  made  his  propositions  of  discovery  to  Portugal,  if  not  to  the  courts 
of  other  powers.  Granting,  therefore,  that  he  had  subsequently  heard  the 
dubious  stories  of  Vinland,  and  of  the  fisherman's  adventures,  as  related 
by  Zeno,  or  at  least  by  Marcolini,  they  evidently  could  not  have  influenced 
Um  in  his  great  enterprise.  His  route  had  no  reference  to  them,  but  was 
a  direct  western  course,  not  toward  Vinland,  and  Estotiland,  and  Drogeo, 
but  in  search  of  Cipango,  and  Cathay,  and  the  other  countries  described 
by  Marco  Polo,  as  lying  at  the  extremity  of  India. 


No.  XV. 

dRCUMNAYIGATION   OF  AFRICA  BT  THE  ANOIBNTS. 

The  knowledge  of  the  ancients  with  respect  to  the  Atlantic  coast  of  Af- 
rica is  consi^^red  by  modem  investigators  much  less  extensive  than  had 
been  imagined ;  and  it  is  doubted  whether  they  had  any  practical  authority 
for  the  behef  that  Africa  was  circumnavigaWe.  The  alleged  voyage  of 
Eudoxus  of  Cyzicus,  from  the  Red  Sea  to  Gibraltar,  though  recorded  by 
Plhiy,  Pomponius  Mela,  and  others,  is  given  entirely  on  the  assertion  of 
CorneUus  Nepos,  who  does  not  tell  from  whence  he  derived  his  informa- 

•  Malte-Bnm,  Hist,  de  Geog.  torn.  i.  lib.  xvii. 

t  Idem,  Geog.  UnivcrBellc,  torn.  xiv.    Note  sar  la  deoonverte  de  PAmehqQe. 

VOL.  in.  16 
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ti<m.  Posidoniofl  (cited  by  Strabo)  gives  an  entirely  cEfibrent  account  of 
this  voyage  and  rejects  it  with  contempt.* 

The  famous  voyage  of  Hanno,  the  Carthaginian,  is  sapppeed  to  have 
taken  place  about  a  thousand  years  before  the  Christian  era.  The  Peri- 
plus  Hannonis  remains,  a  brief  and  obscure  record  of  this  esTpedition,  aiMl 
a  subject  of  great  comment  and  controversy.  By  some  it  has  been  pro- 
nounced a  fictitious  work,  fabricated  among  the  Greeks,  but  its  authenti- 
city has  been  ably  vindicated.  It  appears  to  be  satisfactorily  proved,  how- 
ever, that  the  voyage  of  this  navigator  has  been  greatly  exaggerated,  aiMl 
that  he  never  circumnavigated  the  extreme  end  of  Africa.  Mons.  de 
Bougainvillef  traces  his  route  to  a  promontory  which  he  named  the  West 
Horn,  supposed  to  be  Cape  Pahnas,  about  five  or  six  degrees  north  of  the 
equinoctial  line,  whence  he  proceeded  to  another  promontory,  under  the 
same  parallel,  which  he  called  the  South  Horn,  supposed  to  be  Cape  de 
Tres  Puntas.  Mons.  Gosselin,  however,  in  his  Researches  into  the  Geo- 
graphy of  the  Ancients,  (Tome  1,  p.  162,  &c.)  after  a  rigid  examination 
of  the  Pwiplus  of  Hanno,  determines  that  he  had  not  sailed  farther  south 
than  Cape  Non.  Pliny,  who  makes  Hanno  range  the  whole  coast  of 
Africa,  from  the  straits  to  the  confines  of  Arabia,  had  never  seen  his  Peri- 
plus,  but  took  his  idea  from  the  works  of  Xenophon  of  Lampeaco.  The 
Greeks  surcharged  the  narration  pf  the  voyager  with  all  kinds  of  Cables, 
and  on  their  unfaithful  copies,  Strabo  founded  many  of  his  assertions. 
According  to  M.  Gosselin,  the  itineraries  of  Hanno,  of  Scylax,  Polybius, 
Statins,  Sebosus  and  Juba ;  the  recitals  of  Plato,  of  Aristotle,  of  Pliny, 
of  Plutarch,  and  the  tables  of  Ptolemy,  all  bring  us  to  the  same  Tesults, 
and,  notwithstandmg  their  apparent  contradictions,  fix  the  limit  of  southern 
navigation  about  the  neighborhood  of  Cs^pe  Non,  or  Cajpe  Bojador. 

The  opinion  that  Africa  was  a  peninsula,  which  existed  among  the 
Persians,  the  Egyptians,  and  perhaps  the  Greeks,  several  centuries  i«or 
to  the  Christian  era,  was  not,  in  his  opinion,  founded  upon  any  known 
facts ;  but  merely  on  conjecture,  from  considering  the  immensity  and  unity 
of  the  ocean ;  or  perhaps  on  more  ancient  traditions ;  or  on  ideas  produced 
by  the  Carthaginian  discoveries,  beyond  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar,  and  those 
of  the  Eg3rptians  beyond  the  Gulf  of  Arabia.  He  thinks  that  there  was  m 
very  remote  period,  when  geography  was  much  more  perfect  than  in  thu 


•  Gosselin,  Rccherches  but  la  Geographic  dea  Andens,  torn.  i.  p.  169,  &c 
t  Memoim  de  I'Acad.  des  Inscript.  torn,  xxvi 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


164  APPENDIX. 


No.  XVL 

OF  THE   SHIPS   OF  COLUMBUS. 

In  remarking  on  the  smallness  of  the  vessels  with  which  Columbos  made 
hia  first  Yojrage,  Dr.  Robertson  observes,  that,  ^  in  the  fifteenth  centaiy* 
the  bulk  and  construction  of  vessels  were  accommodated  to  the  short  and 
easy  voyages  along  the  coast,  which  they  were  accustomed  to  perform.'^ 
We  have  many  proofs,  however,  that  even  anterior  to  the  fifteenth  centnry, 
there  were  large  ships  employed  by  the  Spaniards,  as  well  as  by  other  na- 
tions. In  an  edict  published  in  Barcelona,  in  1354,  by  Pedro  IV,  enforcing 
various  regulations  for  the  security  of  commerce,  mention  is  made  of  Cata- 
lonian  merchant  ships  of  two  and  three  decks  and  from  8,000  to  12,000 
quintals  burden* 

In  1419,  Alonzo  of  Aragon  hired  several  merchant  ships  to  transport 
artillery,  horses,  &c.  from  Barcelona  to  Italy,  among  which  were  two, 
each  carrying  one  hnndred  and  twenty  horses,  which  it  is  computed  wonld 
require  a  vessel  of  at  least  600  tons. ' 

In  1463,  mention  is  made  of  a  Venetian  ship  of  700  tons  which  arrived 
at  Barcelona  from  England,  laden  with  wheat 

In  1497,  a  Castilian  vessel  arrived  there  being  of  12,000  quintals  bur- 
den. These  arrivals  incidentally  mentioned  among  others  of  similar  size, 
as  happening  at  one  port,  show  that  large  ships  were  in  use  in  those  days.* 
Indeed,  at  the  time  of  fitting  out  the  second  expedition  of  Columbus,  there 
were  prepared  in  the  port  of  Bermeo,  a  Caracca  of  1250  tons,  and  four 
ships,  of  from  150  to  450  tons  burden.  Their  destination,  however,  was 
altered,  and  they  were  sent  to  convoy  Muley  Boabdil,  the  last  Moorish 
king  of  Granada,  from  the  coast  of  his  conquered  territory  to  Africa.f 

It  was  not  for  want  of  large  vessels  in  the  Spanish  ports,  therefore, 
that  those  of  Columbus  were  of  so  small  a  size.  He  considered  them  best 
adapted  to  voyages  of  discovery,  as  they  required  but  little  depth  of  water, 
and  therefore  could  more  easily  and  safely  coast  unknown  shores,  and  ex- 
plore bays  and  rivers.  He  had  some  purposely  constructed  of  a  very  small 
size  for  this  service ;  such  was  the  caravel,  which  in  his  third  voyage  he 

*  Capmany,  Qnestiones  Criticas.     Quest.  6. 
t  Archives  de  Ind.  en  Sevilla. 
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baUy  intended  to  represent  a  galley.  Tbey  are  all  evidently  veflseb  of 
noall  size,  and  light  construction. 

In  a  work  called  **  Recherches  sur  le  Commerce,"  pnblished  (n  Am- 
sterdam,  1779,  is  a  plate  representing  a  vessel  of  the  latter  part  of  the  fif- 
teenth century.  It  is  taken  from  a  |HCture  in  the  church  of  St  Giovanni 
e  Pado  in  Venice.  The  vessel  bears  much  resemblance  to  those  said  to 
have  been  sketched  by  Colun^bus ;  it  has  two  masts,  one  of  which  is  ex- 
tremely small  with  a  htine  sail.  The  maonmast  has  a  large  square  saiL 
The  vessel  has  a  high  poop  and  prow,  is  decked  at  each  eod^  and  is  open. 
in  the  centre.         ' 

It  appears  to  be  the  fact,  therefore,  that  most  of  the  vessels  with  which 
Columbus  undertook  his  long  and  perilous  voyages,  weie  of  this  light  and 
fnH  construction ;  and  little  superior  to  the  .small  craft  which  ply  on  rivNB 
and  along  coasts  in  modem  days. 


No.  XVIL 

ROUTE   OF  COLUMBUS  IN   HIS  FIRST  YOTAGR.* 

It  has  hitherto  been  supposed  that  one  of  the  Bahama  Isbmds,  at  present 
bearing  the  name  of  San  Salvador,  and  which  is  also  known  as  Cat  Island, 
veas  the  first  point  where  Columbus  came  in  contact  with  the  New  World. 
Navarrete,.  however,  in  his  introduction  to  the  '*  Collection  of  Spanish 
Voyages  and  Discoveries  "  recently  published  at  Madrid,  has  endeavored 
to  show  that  it  must  have  been  Turk's  Island,  one  of  the  same  group, 
situated  about  100  leagues  (of  20  to  the  degree)  S.  £.  of  San  Salvador. 
Great  care  has  been  taken  to  examine  candidly  the  opinion  of  Navarrete, 
comparing  it  with  the  journal  of  Columbus,  as  published  in  the  above- 
mentioned  work,  and  with  the  personal  observations  of  the  writer  of  this 
article,  who  has  been  much  among  these  islands. 

Columbus  describes  Guanahaniy  on  which  he  landed,  and  to  which  he 

*  The  author  of  this  woik  is  indebted  for  this  able  examination  of  the  route 
of  Colambus  to  an  officer  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  whose  name  he 
regrets  the  not  being  at  liberty  to  mention.  He  has  been  greatly  benefited,  i» 
variooB  parts  of  this  history,  by  nautical  information  torn  the  same  intelligent 
•ooroe. 
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gave  the  name  of  San  Salvador,  as  being  a  beautiful  island^  and  very 
large ;  as  being  level,  and  covered  with  forests,  many  of  the  trees  of  wfai<^ 
bore  fruit ;  as  having  abundance  of  fresh  water,  and  a  large  lake  in  the 
centre ;  that  it  was  inhabited  by  a  numerous  population  ;  that  he  proceeded 
for  a  consideiable  distance  in  his  boats  along^  the  shore,  which  trended  to 
the  N.  N.  £.,  and  as  he  passed,  was  visited  by  the  inhabitants  of  several 
villages.    Turk's  Island  does  not  answer  to  this  description. 

Turk's  Island  is  a  low  key  composed  of  sand  and  rocks,  and  lying 
north  and  south,  less  than  two  leagues  in  extent  It  is  utteriy  destitute 
of  wood,  and  has  not  a  single  tree  of  native  growth.  It  has  no  fresh 
water,  the  inhabitants  depending  entirely  on  cisterns  and  casks  In  which 
they  preserve  the  rain ;  neither  has  it  any  lake,  but  several  salt  ponds, 
which  frumish  the  sde  producti(»i  of  the  island.  Turk's  Island  cannot  h% 
approached  on  the  east  or  northeast  side,  in  consequence  of  the  reef  that 
surrounds  it.  It  has  no  harbor,  but  has  an  open  road  on  the  west  side, 
which  vessels  at  anchor  there  have  to  leave  and  put  to  sea  whenever  the 
wind  comes  from  any  other  qtuirter  than  that  of  the  usual  trade  breeze  of 
N.  E.  wljiich  blows  over  the  island ;  for  the  shore  is  so  bold  that  there  la 
no  anchorage  except  close  to  it ;  and  when  the  wind  ceases  tb  blow  from 
the  land,  vessels  remaining  at  their  anchors  would  be  swung  against  the 
rocks,  or  forced  high  upon  the  shore,  by  the  terrible  surf  that  then  prevails. 
The  unfrequented  road  of  the  Hawk's  Nest,  at  the  south  end  of  the  island, 
is  even  more  dangerous.  This  island,  which  is  not  susceptible  of  the 
slightest  cultivation,  furnishes  a  scanty  subsistence  to  a  few  sheep  and 
horses.  The  inhabitants  draw  all  their  consumption  from  abroad,  with  the 
exception  of  fish  and  turtle,  which  are  taken  in  abundance,  and  suj^ly  the 
principal  food  of  the  slaves  employed  in  the  salt-works.  Hie  whole 
wealth  of  the  island  consists  in  the  produce  of  the  salt-ponds,  and  in  the 
salvage  and  plunder  of  the  many  wrecks  which  take  place  in  the  neigh- 
borhood. Turk's  Island,  therefore,  would  never  be  inhabited  in  a  savage 
state  of  society,  where  commerce  does  not  exist,  and  where  men  are 
obliged  to  draw  thar  subsistence  from  the  spot  which  they  people. 

Agam :  when  about  to  leave  Guanahani,  Columbus  was  at  a  loss  to 
choose  which  to  visit  of  a  great  number  of  islands  in  sight  Now  there 
is  no  land  visible  from  Turk's  Island,  excepting  the  two  salt  keys  which 
lie  south  of  it,  and  with  it  form  the  group  Imown  as  Turk's  Islands.  The 
journal  of  Columbus  does  not  tell  us  what  course  he  steered  in  going 
from  Guanahai^  to  Concepcion,  but  he  states,  that  it  was  five  leagues 
distant  from  the  former,  and  that  the  current  was  against  him  in  sailing  to 
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it :' whereas  the  diBtance  from  Turk's  Island  to  the  Gran  Caico,  supposed 
b]rNavarrete  to  be  the  Ccmcepcion  of  Colombns,  is  nearly  double,  and 
the  current  sets  constantly  to  the  W.  N.  W.  among  these  Ldands,  which 
wonld  be  fitvorable  in  going  from  Tnrk's  Island  to  the  Caicos. 

From  Concepcion  Columbns  went  next  to  an  island  which  he  saw 
nine  leagaes  off  in  a  westerly  direction,  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of 
Femandina.  This  Navarrete  takes  to  be  Little  Inagoa,  distant  no  leas 
than  twenty-two  leagaes  from  Gran  Caico.  Besides,  in  going  to  Little 
Jnagua,  it  wonld  be  necessary  to  pass  quite  close  to  three  islands,  each 
larger  than  Turk's  Island,  none  of  which  are  mentioned  in  the  joumaL 
Columbus  describes  Femandina  as  stretching  twenty-eight  leagaes  S.  E. 
and  N.  W. :  whereas  Little  Inagua  has  its  greatest  length  of  four  leagues 
in  a  S.  W.  direction.  In  a  word,  the  description  of  Femandina  has 
nothing  in  common  with  little  Inagua.  From  Femandina  C<dumbus 
sailed  S.  E.  to  Isabella,  whic^  Navarrete  takes  to  be  Great  Inagua : 
whereas  this  latter  bears  S.  W.  from  Little  Inagua,  a  course  difibnng  90° 
from  the  one  followed  by  Columbus.  Again :  Columbus,  on  the  20di  of  No- 
vember, takes  occasion  to  say  that  Gnanahani  was  distant  eight  leagues  from 
Isabella :  whereas  Turk's  Island  is  thirty-five  leagues  from  Great  Inagua. 

Leaving  Isabella,  Columbus  stood  W.  S.  W.  for  the  island  of  Cuba, 
and  fell  in  with  the  Islas  AreiULS.  This  course  drawn  from  Great  Inagua, 
would  meet  the  coast  of  Cuba  about  Port  Nipe:  whereas  Navarrete 
supposes  that  Columbus  next  fell  in  with  the  keys  south  of  the  Jumentos, 
and  which  bear  W.  N.  W.  from  Inagua :  a  course  difiering  45^  from  the 
one  steered  by  the  ships.  After  sailing  for  some  tune  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Cuba,  Columbus  finds  himself,  on  the  14th  of  November,  in  the  sea  of 
Nuestra  Seliora,  surrounded  by  so  many  islands  that  it  was  impossible  to 
count  them :  whereas,  on  the  same  day,  Navarrete  places  him  off  Cape 
Moa,  where  there  is  but  one  small  island,  and  more  than  fifty  leagues 
distant  from  any  group  that  can  possibly  answer  the  description. 

Columbus  informs  us  that  San  Salvador  was  distant  from  Port  Principe 
forty-five  leagues :  whereas  Turk's  Island  is  distant  from  the  pcHut, 
supposed  by  Navarrete  to  be  the  same,  eighty  leagues. 

On  taking  leave  of  Cuba,  Columbus  remarks  that  he  had  followed  its 
coast  for  an  extent  of  120  leagues.  Deducting  twenty  leagues  for  his 
having  followed  its  windings,  there  still  remain  100.  Now,  Navarrete 
only  supposes  him  to  have  coasted  this  island  an  extent  of  seven^ 
leagues. 

Such  are  the  most  important  diflScuHies  which  the  theory  of  Navarrete 
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oSfen,  and  which  appear  insurmountahle.  Let  us  now  take  up  the  route 
of  Colnmbns  as  recorded  in  his  journal,  and,  with  the  best  charts  before 
lis,  examine  how  it  agrees  with  the  popular  and  traditional  oiHnion,  that  he 
first  landed  on  the  island  of  San  Salvador. 

We  learn  from  the  journal  of  Columbus  that,  on  the  flth  of  October, 
1492,  he  continued  steering  W.  S.  W.  until  sunset,  when  he  returned  to 
his  old  course  of  west,  the  vessels  running  at  the  rate  of  three  leagues  an 
hour.  At  ten  o'clock  he  and  several  of  his  crew  saw  a  light,  which 
seemed  like  a  torch  carried  about  on  land.  He  continued  running  on  four 
hours  longer,  and  had  made  a  distance  of  twelve  leagues  farther  west, 
when  at  two  in  the  morning  land  was  discovered  ahead,  distant  two 
leagues.  The  twelve  leagues  which  they  ran  since  ten  o'clock,  with  the 
two  leagues  distance  from  the  land,  form  a  total  corresponding  essentially 
with  the  distance  and  situation  of  Watling's  Island  from  San  Salvador ; 
and  it  is  thence  presumed,  that  the  light  seen  at  that  hour  was  on  Wat^ 
ling's  Island,  which  they  were  then  passing.  Had  the  light  been  seen  on 
land  ahead,  and  they  had  kept  running  on  four  hours,  at  the  rate  of  three 
leagues  an  hour,  they  must  have  run  high  and  iry  on  shore.  As  the 
admiral  himself  received  the  royal  reward  for  having  seen  this  Hght,  as  the 
first  discovery  of  land,  Watling's  Island  is  believed  to  be  the  point  for 
which  this  premium  was  granted. 

On  making  land,  the  vessels  were  hove  to  until  daylight  of  the  same 
12th  of  October ;  they  then  anchored  off  an  island  of  great  beauty,  covered 
with  forests,  and  extremely  populous. 

It  was  called  Guanahani  by  the  natives,  but  Columbus  gave  it  the  name 
of  San  Salvador.  Exploring  its  coast,  where  it  ran  to  the  N.  N.  E.  he 
found  a  harbor  capable  of  sheltering  any  number  of  ships.  This  descrip- 
tion corresponds  minutely  with  the  S.  E.  part  of  the  island  known  as  San 
Salvador,  or  Cat  Island,  which  lies  east  and  west,  bending  at  its  eastern 
extremity  to  the  N.  N.  E.;  and  has  the  same  verdant  and  fertile  appearance. 
The  vessels  had  probably  drifted  into  this  bay  at  the  S.  E.  side  of  San 
Salvador,  on  the  morning  of  the  12th,  while  lying  to  for  daylight ;  nor  did 
Columbus,  while  remaining  at  the  island,  or  when  sailing  from  it,  open  the 
land  so  as  to  discover  that  what  he  had  taken  for  its  whole  length  was  but 
a  bend  at  one  end  of  it,  and  that  the  main  body  of  the  island  lay  behind, 
stretching  far  td  the  N.  W,  From  Guanahani,  Columbus  saw  so  many 
other  islands  that  he  was  at  a  loss  which  next  to  visit  The  Indians  sig. 
nified  that  they  were  innumerable,  and  mentioned  the  names  of  above  a 
hundred.    He  determined  to  go  to  the  largest  in  nght,  which  appeared  to 
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be  about  five  leagues  distant ;  some  of  the  others  were  nearer,  and  i 
further  off.  The  island  thus  selected,  it  is  presumed,  was  the  preeent 
island  of  Concepcion ;  and  that  the  others  were  that  singular  beh  of  small 
islands,  known  as  La  Cadena  (or  the  chain),  stretching  past  the  island  of 
San  Salvador  in  a  S.  E.  and  N.  W.  direction :  the  nearest  of  the  group 
being  nearer  than  Concepcion,  while  the  rest  are  more  distant 

Leaving  San  Salvador  in  the  afternoon  of  the  14th  for  the  island  thus 
selected,  the  ships  lay  by  during  the  night,  and  did  not  reach  it  until  late 
in  the  following  day,  being  retarded  by  adverse  currents.  Columbus  gave 
this  island  the  name  of  Santa  Maria  de  la  Concepcion :  he  does  not  men- 
tion either  its  bearings  from  San  Salvador,  or  the  course  which  he  steered 
in  going  to  it  We  know  that  in  all  this  neighborhood  the  current  sets 
strongly  and  constantly  to  the  W.  N.  W. ;  and  since  Columbus  had  the 
current  against  him,  he  must  have  been  sailing  in  an  opposite  direction,  or 
to  the  E.  S.  E.  Besides,  when  near  Concepcion,  Columbus  sees  another 
island  to  the  westward,  the  largest  he  had  yet  seen ;  but  he  tells  us  that 
he  anchored  off  Concepcicm,  and  did  not  stand  for  this  larger  island,  be- 
cause he  could  not  have  sailed  to  the  west  Hence  it  is  rendered  certain 
that  Columbus  did  not  sail  westward  in  going  from  San  Salvador  to  Con- 
cepcion ;  for,  from  the  opposition  of  the  wind,  as  there  could  be  no  other 
cause,  he  could  not  sail  towards  that  quarter.  Now,  on  reference 
to  the  chart,  we  find  tha  island  at  present  known  as  Concepcion  situ- 
ated E.  S.  E.  from  San  Salvador,  and  at  a  corresponding  distance  of  five 
leagues. 

Leaving  Concepcion  on  the  16th  October,  Columbus  steered  for  a  very 
large  island  seen  to  the  westward  nine  leagues  off,  and  which  extended 
itself  twenty-eight  leagues  in  a  S.  E.  and  N.  W.,direction.  He  was  be-, 
calmed  the  whole  day,  and  did  not  reach  the  island  until  the  following 
morning,  17th  October.  He  named  it  Femandina.  At  noon  he  made  sail 
again,  with  a  view  to  run  round  it,  and  reach  another  island  called  Samoet ; 
but  the  wind  being  at  S.  E.  by  S.,  the  coarse  he  wished  to  steer,  the  mo- 
tives signified  that  it  would  be  easier  to  sail  round  this  island  by  running 
to  the  N.  W.  with  a  fair  wind.  He  therefore  bore  up  to  the  N.  W.,  and 
having  run  two  leagues  found  a  marvelous  port,  with  a  narrow  entrance, 
or  rather  with  two  entrances,  for  there  was  an  island  which  shut  it  in 
completely,  forming  a  noble  basin  within.  Sailing  out  of  this  harbor  by 
the  opposite  entrance  at  the  N.  W.,  he  discovered  that  part  of  the  island 
which  runs  east  and  west  The  natives  signified  to  him  that  this  island 
was  smaller  than  Samoet,  and  that  it  would  be  better  to  return  towards 
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the  latter.  It  had  now  become  calm,  hot  shortly  nitet  there  spmng  up  a 
breeze  fr6m  W.  N.  W.,  which  was  ahead  for  the  course  they  had  been 
steering ;  so  they  bore  up  and  stood  to  the  E.  S.  £.  in  order  to  get  an 
offing  ;•  for  the  weather  threatened  a  storm,  which  however  dissipated  itself 
in  rain.  The  next  day,  being  the  18th  October,  they  anchored  opposite  the 
extremity  of  Femandina. 

The  whole  of  this  description  answers  most  acc\|rately  to  the  island 
of  Exoma,  which  lies  sonth  from  San  Salvador,  and  S.  W.  by  S.  from 
Concepcion.  The  only  inconsistency  is,  that  Colmnbus  states  that  Fer- 
nandina  bore  nearly  west  from  Concepcion,  and  was  twenty-eight  leagues 
in  extent  Thi^  mistake  must  have  proceeded  from  his  having  taken  the 
long  chain  of  keys  called  La  Cadena  for  part  of  the  same  Exuma ;  which 
continuous  appearance  they  naturally  assume  when  seen  from  Concep- 
cion, for  they  run  in  the  same  S.  E.  and  N.  W.  direction.  Their  bearings, 
when  seen  from  the  same  point,  are  likewise  westerly  as  well  as  south- 
westerly. As  a  proof  th^  such  was  the  case,  it  may  be  observed,  that, 
after  having  approached  these  islands,-  instead  of  the  extent  of  Feman- 
dina being  increased  to  his  eye,  he  now  remarks  that  it  was  twenty 
leagues  long,  whereas  before  it  was  estimated  by  him  at  twenty-eight ; 
he  now  discovers  that  instead  of  one  island  there  were  many,  and  alters 
his  course  southerly  to  reach  the  one  that  was  most  conspicuous. 

The  identity  of  the  island  here  described  with  Exuma  is  irresistibly 
forced  upon  the  mind.  The  distance  from  Concepcion,  the  remitfkable 
port  with  an  island  in  front  of  it,  and  farther  on  its  coast  turning  off  to 
the  westward,  are  all  so  accurately  delineated,  that  it  would  seem  aa 
though  the  chart  had  been  drawn  from  the  description  of  Columbus. 

On  the  19th  October,  the  ships  left  Femandina,  steering  S.  E.  with  the 
wind  at  north.  Sailing  three  hours  on  this  coarse,  they  discovered 
Samoet  to  the  east,  and  steered  for  it,  arriving  at  its  north  point  before 
noon.  Here  they  found  a  little  island  surrounded  by  rocks,  with  another 
reef  of  rocks  lying  between  it  and  Samoet  To  Samoet  Columbus  gave 
the-  name  of  Isabella,  and  to  the  point  of  it  opposite  the  little  island,  that 
of  Cabo  del  Isleo ;  the  cape  at  the  S.  W.  point  of  Samoet  Columbus  called 
Cabo  de  Laguna,  and  off  this  last  his  ships  were  brought  to  anchor.  The 
little  island  lay  in  the  direction  from  Femandina  to  Isabella,  east  and  west 
The  coast  from  the  small  island  lay  westerly  twelve  leagues  to  a  cape, 
which  Columbus  called  Fermosa  from  its  beauty ;  this  he  believed  to  be 
an  island  apart  from  Samoet  or  Isabella,  with  another  one  between  them. 
Leaving  Calx)  Laguna,  where  he  remained  until  the  20th  October,  Colnm* 
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buB  steered  to  the  N.  E.  towards  Cabo  del  Isleo,  but  meeting  with  shoals 
inside  the  small  island,  he  did  not  come  to  anchor  until  the  day  foUowing. 
Near  this  extremity  of  Isabella  they  found  a  lake,  from  which  the  ships 
were  supplied  with  water. 

This  isktnd  of  Isabella,  or  Samoet,  agrees  so  accurately  in  its  descrip- 
tion with  Isla  Larga,  which  lies  east  of  Exuma,  that  it  is  only  nec^sary 
to  read  it  with  the  shart  unfolded  to  become  convinced  of  the  identity. 

Having  resolved  to  visit  the  island  which  the  natives  called  Cuba,  and 
described  as  bearing  W.  S.  W.  from  Isabella,  Columbus  left  Cabo  del  Isleo 
at  midnight,  the  commencement  of  the  24th  October,  and  shaped  his  course 
accordingly  to  the  W.  S.  W.  The  wind  continued  light,  with  rain,  untU 
noon,  when  it  freshened  up,  and  in  the  evening  Cape  Verde,  the  S.  W. 
point  of  Femandina,  bore  N.  W,  distant  seven  leagues.  As  the  night 
became  tempestuous,  he  lay  to  until  morning,  drifting  according  to  the 
reckoning  two  leagues. 

On  the  morning  of  the  25th  he  made  sail  again  to  W.  S.  W.,  until  nine 
o'clock,  when  he  had  run  five  leagues ;  he  then  steered  west  until  three, 
when  he  had  run  eleven  leagues,  at  which  hour  land  was  discovered, 
consisting  of  seven  or  eight  keys  lying  north  and  south,  and  distant  five 
leagues  from  the  ship^.  Here  he  anchored  the  next  day,  south  of  these 
islands,' which  he  called  Islas  de  Arena ;  they  were  low,  and  five  or  tax 
leagues  in  extent 

The  distances  run  by  Columbus,  added  to  the'  departure  taken  from 
Femandina  and  the  distance  from  these  islands  of  Arena  at  the  time  of 
discovering,  give  a  sum  of  thirty  leagues.  This  sum  of  thirty  leagues  is 
about  three  less  than  the  distance  from  the  S.  W.  point  of  Femandina  or 
Exuma,  whence  Columbus  took  his  departure,  to  the  group  of  Mucaras, 
which  lie  east  of  Cayo  Lobo  on  the  grand  bank  of  Bahama,  and  which 
correspond  to  the  description  of  Columbus.  If  ft  were  necessary  to  ac- 
count for  the  difference  of  three  leagues  in  a  reckoning,  where  so  much 
is  given  on  conjecture,  it  would  readUy  occur  to  a  seaman,  tiiat  an  allow- 
ance of  two  leagues  for  drift,  during  a  kng  night  of  blowy  weather,  is 
but  a  small  one.  The  course  from  Exuma  to  the  Mucaras  is  about  S.  W. 
by  W.  The  course  followed  by  Columbus  dlffeis  a  Httle  from  tbds,  but  as 
tt  was  his  intention,  on  setting  sail  from  Isabella,  to  steer  W.  S.  W.,  and 
since  he  afterwards  altered  it  to  west,  we  may  conclude  that  he  did  so  in 
eonsequence  of  liaving  been  run  out  of  his  course  to  the  southward,  while 
lying  to  the  night  previous. 

Oct  27. — ^At  sunrise  Columbus  set  sail  from  the  isles  Arenas  or  Mu- 
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caras,  for  an  island  called  Cuba,  steering  S.  S.  W.  At  dark,  having  mad6 
seventeen  leagues  on  that  Course,  be  saw  the  land,  and  hove  his  ships  to 
until  rooming.  On  the  28th  he  made  sail  again  at  S.  S.  W.,  and  entered 
a  beautiful  river' with  a  fine  harbor,  which  he  named  San  Salvador.  The 
journal  in  this  part  does  not  describe  the  localities  with  the  minuteness 
with  which  every  thing  has  hitherto  been,  noted ;  the  text  also  is  in  several 
places  obscure. 

This  port  of  San  Salvador  we  take  to  be  the  one  now  known  as  Cara- 
velas  Grandes,  situated  eight  leagues  west  of  Nuevitas  del  Principe.  Its 
bearings  and  distance  from  the  Mucaras  coincide  exactly  with  those  run 
by  Columbus ;  and  its  description  agrees,  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained  bv 
charts,  with  the  port  which  he  visited. 

Oct  29. — Leaving  this  port,  Columbus  stood  to  the  west,  and  having 
sailed  six  leagues,  he  came  to  a  point  of  the  island  running  N.  W.,  which 
we  take  to  be  the  Punta  Gorda ;  and,  ten  leagues  farther,  another  stretch- 
ing easterly,  which  will  be  Punta  Curiana.  One  league  farther  he  disco- 
vered a  small  river,  and  beyond  this  another  very  large  one,  to  which  he 
gave  the  name  of  Rio  de  Mares.  This  river  emptied  into  a  fine' basin  re- 
sembling a  lake,  and  having  a  bold  entrance :  it  had  for  landmarks  two 
round  mountains  at  the  S.  W.,  and  to  the  W.  N.  W.  a  bold  promontory, 
suitable  for  a  foitification,  which  projected  far  into  the  sea.  This  we  take 
to  be  the  fine  harbor  and  river  situated  west  of  Point  Curiana ;  its  distance 
corresponds  with  that  run  by  Columbus  from  Caravelas  Grandes,  which 
we  have  supposed  identical  with  Port  San  Salvador.  Leaving  Rio  de 
Mares  the  30th  of  October,  Columbus  stood  to  the  N.W.  for  fifteen 
leagues,  when  he  saw  a  cape»  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  Cabo  de 
Palmas.  This,  we  believe,  is  the  one  which  forms  the  eastern  entrance  to 
Laguna  de  Moron.  Beyond  this  cape  was  a  river,  distant,  according  to 
the  natives,  four  days'  journey  from  the  town  of  Cuba ;  Columbus  deter- 
mined therefore  to  make  for  it. 

Having  lain  to  all  nighty  he  reached  tlK  river  on  the  31st  of  October, 
but  found  that  it  was  too  shallow  to  admit  his  ships.  This  is  supposed  to 
be  what  is  now  known  as  Lagfuna  de  Morotu  Beyond  this  was  a  cape 
surrounded  by  shoals,  and  another  projected  still  farther  out  Between 
these  two  capes  was  a  bay  capable  of  receiving  small  vessels.  The  iden- 
tity here  of  the  description  with  the  coast  near  Lagtina  de  Moron  seema 
very  clear.  The  cape  east  of  Laguna  de  Moron  coincides  with  Cape 
Palmas,  the  Laguna  de  Moron  with  the  shoal  river  described  by  Colum- 
bus ;  and  in  the  western  point  of  entrance,  with  the  island  of  Cabrion 
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of)po6ite  it,  we  recognize  the  two  projecting  capes  he  speaks  of^  with  what 
appeared  to  be  a  bay  between  them.  This  all  is  a  remarkable  comhinatinn, 
difficult  to  be  found  anj  where  but  in  the  same  spot  which  Columbus  vis- 
ited and  desclibed.  Further,  the  coast  from  the  port  of  San  Salvador 
had  run  west  to  Rio  de  Mares,  a  distance  of  seventeen  leagues,  and  from 
Rio  de  Mares  it  had  extended  N.  W.  fifteen  leagues  to  Cabo  de  Palmos ; 
all  of  which  agrees  fully  with^hat  has  been  here  supposed.  The  wind 
having  shifted  to  north,  which  was  contrary  to  the  course  they  had  been 
steering,  the  vessels  bore  up  and  returned  to  Rio  de  Mares. 

On  the  13th  (^  November  the  ships  sailed  out  of  Rio  de  Mares  to  go 
in  quest  of  Babeque,  an  island  believed  to.  abound  in  gold,  and  to  lie  £.  by 
S.  from  that  port  Having  sailed  eight  leagues  with  a  fiedr  wind,  they 
came  to  a  river,  in  which  may  be  recognized  the  one  which  lies  just  west 
of  Punta  Gorda.  Four  leagues  fiirther  they  saw  another,  which  they  caDed 
Rio  del  Sol.  It  appeared  very  large,  but- they  did  not  stop  to  examine  it» 
as  the  wind  was  fair  to  advance.  This  we  take  to  be  the  river  now  known 
as  Sabana.  Columbus  was  now  retracing  his  steps,  and  had  made  twelve 
leagues  from  Rio  de  Mares,  but  in  gdng  west  fropn  Port  San  Salvador  to 
Rio  de  Mares,  he  had  run  seventeen  leagues.  San  Salvador,  therefore, 
remains  five  leagues  east  of  Rio  del  Sol ;  and,  accordingly,  on  reference 
to  the  chart,  we  find  Caravelas  Grandes  situated  a  corresp(mding  distance 
from  Sabana, 

Having  run  six  leagues  from  Rio  del  Sol,  which  makes  in  all  eighteen 
leagues  from  Rao  de  Mares,  Columbus  came  to  a  cape  which  he  called 
Cabo  de  Cuba,  probably  from  supposing  it  to  be  the  extremity  of  that 
island.  This  corresponds  precisely  in  distance  from  Punta  Curiana  with  the 
lesser  island  of  Guajava,  situated  near  Cuba,  and  between  which  and  the 
greater  Guajava  Columbus  must  have  passed  in  running  in  for  Port  San 
Salvador.  Either  he  did  not  notice  it,  from  his  attention  being  engrossed 
by  the  magnificent  island  before  him,  or,  as  is  also  possible,  his -vessels 
may  have  been  drifted  through  the  passage,  which  is  two  leagues  wide, 
while  lying  to  the  night  previous  to  their  arrival  at  Port  San  Salvador. 

On  the  13th  of  November,  having  hove  to  all  night,  in  the  morning  the 
ships  passed  a  point  two  leagues  in  extent,  and  then  entered  into  a  gulf 
that  made  into  the  S.  S.  W.,  and  which  Columbus  thought  separated  Cuba 
from  Bohio.  At  the  bottom  of  the  gulf  was  a  large  basin  between  two 
mountains.  He  could  not  determine  whether  or  not  this  was  an  arm  of 
the  sea ;  for  not  finding  shelter  from  the  north  wind,  he  put  to  sea  again. 
Hence  it  would  appear  that  Columbus  must  have  partly  sailed  round  the 
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smaller  Goajava,  which  he  took  to  be  the  extremity  of  Cnba,  withoat 
being  aware  that  a  few  hours'  eail  would  have  taken  him,  by  this  channel, 
to  Port  San  Salvador,  his  first  discovery  in  Cuba,  and  so  back  to  the  same 
Bio  del  Sol  which  he  had  passed  the  day  previous.  Of  the  two  mountains 
seen  on  both  sides  of  this  entrance,  the  principal  one  corresponds  with  the 
peak  called  Ako  de  Juan  Daune,  which  lies  seven  leagues  w^  of  Punta 
de  Matemillos.  The  wind  continuing  north,  he  stood  east  fourteen  leagues 
from  Cape  Cuba,  which  we  have  supposed  the  lesser  island  of  Gmyava. 
It  is  here  rendered  sure  that  the  point  of  little  Guajava  was  believed  by 
him  to  be  the  extremity  of  Cuba ;  for  he  speaks  of  the  land  mentioned  as 
lying  to  leeward  of  the  above-mentioned  gulf  as  being  the  island  of  Bohio, 
and  sajTs  that  he  discovered  twenty  leagues  of  it  running  E.  S.  E.  and 
W.  N.  W. 

On  the  14th  November,  having  lain  to  all  ni^t  with  a  N.  E.  wind,  he 
determined  to  seek  a  port,  and  if  he  found  none,  to  return  to  those  which 
he  had  left  in  the  island  of  Cuba ;  for  it  will  be  remembered  that  all  east 
of  little  Guajava  he  supposed  to  be  Bohio.  He  steered  E.  by  S.  therefore 
six  leagues,  and  then  stood  in  for  the  land.  Here  he  saw  many  ports  and 
ishmds ;  but  as  it  blew  fresh,  with  a  heavy  sea,  he  dared  not  enter,  but  ran 
the  coast  down  N.  W.  by  W.  for  a  distance  of  eighteen  leagues,  where  he 
saw  a  clear  entrance  and  a  port,  in  which  he  stood  S.  S.  W.  and  afterwards 
S.  E.,the  navigation  being  all  clear  and  open.  Here  Columbus  beheld  so 
many  islands  that  it  was  impossible  to  count  them.  They  were  very  lofty, 
and  covered  with  trees.  Columbus  called  the  neighboring  sea  Mar  de 
Nuestra  Sefiora,  and  to  the  harbor  near  the  entrance  to  these  islands  he 
gave  the  name  of  Puerto  del  Principe.  This  Jiarbor  he  says  he  did  not 
enter  until  the  Sunday  following,' which  was  four  days  after.  This  part 
of  the  text  of  Columbus's  journal  is  confused,  and  there  are  also  anticipsr 
tions,  as  if  it  had  been  written  subsequently,  or  mixed  together  in  copying. 
It  appears  evident,  that  while  lying  to  the  night  previous,  with  the  wind  at 
N.  E.,  the  ships  had  drifted  to  the  N.  W.,  and  been  carried  by  the  powerful 
current  of  the  Bahama  channel  far  in  the  same  direction.  When  they 
bore  up,  therefore,  to  return  to  the  ports  which  they  had  left  in  the  island 
of  Cuba,  they  fell  in  to  leeward  of  them,  and  now  first  discovered  the 
numerous  group  of  islands  of  which  Cayo  Rgmano  is  the  principal.  The 
current  of  this  channel  is  of  itself  sufficient  to  have  carried  the  vessels  to 
the  westward  a  distance  of  20  leagues,  which  is  what  they  had  run  east- 
erly since  leaving  Cape  Cuba,  or  Guajava,  for  it  had  acted  upon  them 
during  a  period  of  thir^  hours.    There  can  be  no  doubt  as  to  tl]M»  identity 
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of  these  keys  with  those  about  €ayo  Romano ;  for  they  are  tbe  only  < 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Cuba  that  are  not  of  a  low  and  swampy  natore,  but 
large  and  lofty.  They  inclose  a  free,  open  navigation,  and  abondaDce  of 
fine  harbors,  in  late  years  the  resort' of  pirates,  who  found  security  and 
concealment  for  themselves  and  their  prizes  in  the  recesses  of  these  lofty 
keys.  From  the  description  of  Columbus,  the  vessels  must  have  entered 
between  the  islands  of  Baril  and  Pacedon,  and  sailing  along  Cayo  Romano 
on  a  S.  E.  course,  have  reached  in  another  day  their  old  cruising  ground  in 
the  neighborhood  of  lesser  Guajava.  Not  only  Colambus  does  not  tell  us 
here  of  his  havmg  changed  his  anchorage  amongst  these  keys,  but  his 
journal  does  not  even  mention  his  having  anchored  at  all,  until  the  return 
from  the  inefiectual  search  after  Babeque.  It  is  clear,  from  what  has 
been  said,  that  it  was  not  in  Port  Principe  that  the  vessels  anchored  on  this 
occasion ;  but  it  could  not  have  been  very  distant,  since  Columbus  went 
from  the  ships  in  his  boats  on  the  18th  November,  to  place  a  cross  at  its 
entrance.  He  had  probably  seen  the  entrance  from  without,  when  sailing 
east  from  Guajava  on  the  13th  of  November.  The  identity  of  this  port 
with  the  one  now  known  as.Nenvitas  el  Principe  seems  certain,  from  the 
descri))tion  of  its  entrance.  Columbus,  it  appears,  did  not  visit  its  interior. 
On  the  19th  November  the  ships  sailed  again,  in  quest  of  Babeque. 
At  sunset  Port  Principe  bore  S.  S.  W.  distant  seven  leagues,  and  having 
sailed  all  night  at  N.  E.  by  N.  and  until  ten  o'clock  of  the  next  day  (30th 
November),  they  had  run  a  distance  of  fifteen  leagues  on  that  course. 
The  wind  blowing  from  E.  S.  E.,  which  was  the  direction  in  which  Babe- 
que was  supposed  to  lie,  and  the  weather  being  foul,  Columbus  determined 
to  return  to  Port  Principe,  which  was  then  distant  twenty-five  leagues. 
He  did  not  wish  to  go  to  Isabella,  distant  only  twelve  leagues,  lest  the  In- 
dians whom  he  had  brought  from  San  Salvador,  which  lay  eight  leagues 
from  Isabella,  should  make  their  escape.  Thus,  in  sailing  N.  E.  by  N. 
from  near  Port  Principe,  Columbus  had  approached  within  a  short  distance 
of  Isabella.  That  island  was  then,  according  to  his  calculations,  thirty- 
seven  leagues  from  Port  Principe ;  and  San  Salvador  was  forty-five  leagues 
from  the  same  point.  The  first  differs  but  eight  leagues  from  the  truth, 
the  latter  nine ;  or  from  the  actual  distance  of  Neuvitas  el  Principe  from 
Isia  Larga  and  San  Salvador.  Again,  let  us  now  call  to  mind  the  course 
made  by  Columbus  in  going  from  Isabella  to  Cuba ;  it  was  first  W.  S.  W., 
then  west,  and  afterwards  S.  S.  W.  Having  consideration  for  the  different 
distances  run  on  each,  these  3deld  a  medium  course  not  materially  difiereot 
from  S.  W.    Sailing  then  S.  W.  from  Isabella,  Colambus  had  reached  Port 
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knd  that  makes  out  between  Port  Nipe  and  Port  Banes,  wHb  tboee  deep 
bays  on  each  side  of  it,  he  supposed  it  to  be  an  ann  of  the  sea  dhricfiDg  one 
land  from  another  with  an  island  between  them. 

Having  landed  at  'taco  for  a  short  time,  CoUimbus  arrived  in  the  eve- 
ning of  the  37th  at  Baracoa,  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  Puerto  Santo. 
From  Cabo  del  Pico  to  Puerto  Santo,  a  distance  of  sixty  leagues,  he  had 
passed  no  fewer  than  nine  good  ports  and  five  rivers  to  Cq>e  Campana, 
and  thence  to  Puerto  Santo  eight  more  rivers,.each  with  a  good  port ;  all 
of  which  may  be  found  on  the  chart  between  Alto  de  Juan  Daune  and 
Baracoa.  By  keeping  near  the  coast  he  had  been  assisted  to  the  S.  E.  by 
the  eddy  current  of  the  Bahama  channel.  Sailing  from  Puerto  Santo  or 
Baracoa  on  the  4th  of  December^  he  reached  the  extremity  of  Cuba  the 
following  day,  and  striking  off  upon  a  wind  to  the  S.  E.  in  search  of  B»- 
beque,  which  lay  to  the  N.  E.,  he  came  in  sight  of  Bohio,  to  which  be 
gave  the  name  of  Hispaniola. 

On  taking  leave  of  Cuba,  Columbus  tells  us  that  he  had  coasted  it  a 
distance  of  120  leagues.  Allowing  twenty  leagues  of  this  distance  for 
his  having  foUowed  the  undulations  of  the  coast,  the  remaining  100  me*- 
Bured  from  Point  Maysi  fall  exactly  upon  Cabrion  Key,  which  we  have 
supposed  the  western  boundary  of  his  discoveries. 

The  astronomical  observations  of  Columbus  form  no  objection  to  what 
has  been  here  advanced ;  for  he  tells  us  that  the  instrument  which  he 
made  use  of  to  measure  the  meridian  altitudes  of  the  heavenly  bodies  was 
out  of  order  and  not  to  be  depended  upon.  He  places  his  first  discovery, 
Guanahani,  in  the  latitude  of  Ferro,  which  is  about  27^  30'  north.  San 
Salvador  we  find  in  24°  3(/  and  Turk's  Island  in  21°  30' :  both  are  veiy 
vride  of  the  truth,  but  it  is  certainly  easier  to  conceive  an  error  of  three 
than  one  of  six  degrees. 

Laying  aside  geographical  demonstration,  let  us  now  examine  how 
historical  records  a^ree  with  the  ojnnion  here  supported,  that  the  island  of 
San  Salvador  was  the  first  point  where  Columbus  came  in  contact  with 
the  New  World.  Herrera,  who  is  considered  the  most  fiuthful  and 
authentic  of  Spanish  historians,  wrote  Jiis  History  of  the  Indies  towanb 
the  jrear  1600.  In  describing  the  voyage  of  Juan  Ponce  de  Leon,  made 
to  Florida  in  1612,  he  makes  the  following  remarks  ;*  ^  Leaving  Aguada 
in  Porto  Rico,  they  steered  to  the  N.  W.  by  N.,  and  in  five  days  arrived 

*  Herrera,  Hist.  Ind.,  decad.  i.  lib.  iz.  cap.  10. 
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good  old  rale,  thi^  ought  to  be  kept  in  mind  in  cnrious  reeearch  as  wdl  ai 
teTTttorial  dealings,  **  Do  not  disturb  the  ancient  landmarks.** 

Note  to  the  Reused  Edition  of  1848.-^The  Baron  de  Humboldt,  in  hia 
**  Examen  critiqae  de  I'histoire  de  la  geographie  da  noayeaa  continent,"  pob- 
Uahed  in  1837,  speaks  repeatedly  in  high  terms  of  the  ability  displayed  in  the 
aboTe  examination  of  the  route  of  Colambos,  and  argues  at  great  length  and 
quite  conclusively  in  support  of  the  opinion  contained  in  it.  Above  all,  he  pro- 
duces a  document  hitherto  unknown,  and  the  great  importance  of  which  had 
been  discovered  by  M.  Valeknaer  and  himself  in  1832.  This  is  a  map  made 
in  1500  by  that  able  mariner  Juan  de  la  Cosa,  who  accompanied  Colambns  in 
his  second  voyage  and  sailed  with  other  of  the  discoverers.  In  this  map,  of 
which  the  Baron  de  Humboldt  gives  an  engraving,  the  islands  as  laid  down  agfee 
completely  with  the  bearings  and  distances  given  in  the  journal  of  Coliniibaa^ 
and  establishes  the  identity  of  San  Salvador,  or  Cat  Island,  and  Gfrnshwri. 

"  I  feel  happy,"  says  M.  de  Humboldt, « to  be  enabled  to  destroy  the  incer- 
titudes (which  rested  oii  this  subject)  by  a  document  as  ancient  as  it  is  nnknowa ; 
a  document  which  confirms  irrevocably  the  arguments  whkh  Mr.  Wasbinglon 
Irving  has  given  in  his  work  against  the  hypotheses  of  the  Talk's  IslaBd.'' 

In  the  present  revised  edition  the  author  feels  at  liberty  to  give  the  merit 
of  the  very  masterly  paper  on  the  route  of  Columbus,  where  it  is  justly  due.  It 
was  famished  him  at  Madrid  by  the  late  commander  Alexander  Slidell  Mac- 
kenzie, of  the  United  States  navy,  whose  modesty  shrunk  from  affixing  his 
name  to  an  article  so  calculated  to  do  him  credit,  and  which  has  since  chal- 
lenged the  high  eulogiums  of  men  of  nautical  science. 


No.  xvin. 

PRINCIPLES  UPON  WHICH  THE  8X7M8  MENTIONED  IN  THIS  WOBK 
HATE  BEEN  BEDUCED   INTO   MODERN   OURRENCT. 

In  the  reign  of  Ferdinand  and  Isabella  the  mark  of  silver,  which  was  equal 
to  8  onnces  or  to  50  castillanos  was  divided  into  66  reals,  and  each  real  into 
34  maravedis ;  so  that  there  were  2210  maravedis  in  the  mark  of  silver. 
Among  other  sUver  coins  there  was  the  real  of  8,  which  consisting  of  8 
reals,  was,  within  ft  small  fraction,  the  eighth  port  of  a  mark  of  ailTttry  or 
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one  oimce.    Of  the  gold  coiiis  then  in  circulation  the  cantillano  or  dobla^ 
de  la  vanda  was  worth  490  maravedis,  and  the  ducado  383  maiavedia. 

If  the  value  of  the  maravedi  had  remained  unchanged  in  Spain  down 
to  the  present  day,  it  would  be  easy  to  reduce  a  sum  of  the  time  of  Fer- 
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It  is-expedient  to  add  that  the  dollar  is  reckoned  in  tiiis  wotk  at  100 
cents  of  the  United  States  of  North  America;  and  fotir  shillings  and  eiz- 
pence  of  England. 


No.  XTX. 

PRE8TEB    JOHK: 

Said  to  be  derived  from  the  Persian  Presteguni  or  Peresiigam^  which 
signifies  apostoliqne ;  or  Preschtdk-CMiam^  angel  of  the  worid.  It  is 
the  name  of  a  potent  Christian  monarch  of  shadowy  renown,  whose  domin- 
ions were  placed  by  writersvof  the  middle  ages  som^imes  in  the  remote 
parts  of  Asia  and  sometimes  in  Africa,  and  of  whom  sach  oontrsdiGtoiy 
accounts  were  given  by  the  travelers  of  those  days  that  the  very  exig- 
ence either  of  him  or  his  kingdom  came  to  be  considered  cbubtfol.  It 
now  appears  to  be  admitted,  that  there  really  was  such  a  potentate  in  a 
remote  part  of  Asia.  He  was  of  the  Nestorian  Christians,  a  sect  spreid 
throughout  Aaa,  and  taking  its  name  and  origin  from  Neetorius,  t 
Christian  patriarch  of  Constantinople. 

The  first  vague  reports  of  a  Christian  potentate  in  the  interior  of  Aai, 
or  as  it  was  then  called  India,  Were  brought  to  Europe  by  the  Cmsaden, 
who  it  is  supposed  gathered  them  from  the  Syrian  merchants  who  traded 
to  the  very  confines  of  China. 

In  subsequent  ages,  when  the  Portuguese  in  their  travels  and  voyagee 
discovered  a  Christian  king  amcmg  the  Abyssinians,  called  BaleeMjian, 
they  confounded  him  with  the  potentate  already  spoken  of.  Nor  was  the 
blunder  extraordinary,  since  the  original  Prester  John  was  said  to  ragn 
over  a  remote  part  of  India  \  and  the  ancients  included  in  that  name  Ethio- 
pia and  all  the  regions  of  Africa  and  Asia  bordering  on  the  Red  Sea  and 
on  the  commercial  route  from  Egypt  to  India. 

Of  the  Prester  John  of  India  we  have  reports  furnished  by  WilEam 
Ruysbrook,  commonly  called  Rubruquis,  a  Franciscan  friar  sent  by  l^^ 
IX,  about  the  middle  of  the  thirteenth  century  to  convert  the  Grand  Khaa 
According  to  him,  Prester  John  was  originally  a  Nestorian  priest,  who  on 
the  death  of  the  sovereign  made  himself  king  of  the  Naymans,  all  Nesto- 
Vian  Christians.    Carpini,  a  Franciscan  friar,  sent  by  pope  Innocent  in 
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where  all  the  jich  merchandise  of  the  East  was  brought  to  be  tnniported 
thence  by  Syria  and  Egypt  into  Europe. 

Having  taken  note  of  every  thing  here,  he  onbarked  on  the  Red  Sea, 
and  arrived  at  the  court  of  an  Abyssinian  prince  named  Escander,  (the  Ara- 
bic version  of  Alexander',)  whom  he  considered  the  real  Prester  Jdm.  The 
prince  received  him  graciously,  and  manifested  a  dispodtion  to  &var  the 
object  of  his  embassy,  but  died  suddenly,  and  his  successor  Naut  refused 
to  let  Covilham  depart,  but  kept  him  for  many  yea^n  about  his  person,  as 
his  prime  councilor,  lavishing  on  him  wealth  and  honors.  After  all, 
this  was  not  the  real  Preeter  John ;  who,  as  has  lieen  observed,  was  an 
Asiatic  potentate. 


No.  XX. 

iCAJtCO   POLO.* 

The  travels  of  Marco  Polo,  or  Paolo,  furnish  a  key  to  many  parts  of 
the  voyages  and  speculations  of  Columbus,  which  without  it  would  hardly 
be  comprehensible. 

Marco  Polo  was  a  native  of  Venice,  who,  in  the  thirteenth  centory, 
made  a  journey  into  the  remote,  and,  at  that  time,  unknown  regions  of  the 
East,  and  filled  all  Christendom  with  curiosity  by  his  account  of  the  coun- 
tries he  had  visited.  He  was  preceded  in  his  travels  by  his  father  Nicho- 
las and  his  uncle  Mafieo  Polo.  These  two  brothers  were  of  an  illustrioiis 
£unily  in  Venice,  and  embarked  about  the  year  1265,  on  a  commercial 
voyage  to  the  East    Having  traversed  the  Mediterranean  and  through  the 

*  In  preparing  the  first  edition  of  this  work  for  the  press  the  author  had  not 
the  benefit  of  the  English  translation  of  Marco  Polo,  published  a  few  years 
since,  with  admirable  commentaries,  by  William  Marsden,  F.  R.  S.  He 
availed  himself,  principally,  of  an  Italian  veraion  in  the  Venetian  edition 
of  Ramnsio  (1606),  the  French  translation  by  Bergeron,  and  an  old  and 
very  incorrect  Spanish  translation.  Having  since  procured  the  work  of 
Mr.  MarMlen  he  has  made  considerable  alterations  in  these  notices  of 
Maroo  Polo.  . 
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Boq)&<m,  they  Miopped  for  a  rfMrt  time  at  Ccmstantmople,  which  city  had 
ncetiOj  heen  wteated  from  the  Greeka  by  tfie  joint  arms  of  France  and 
Venke.  Here  they  (fiepoeed  of  their  Italian  merchandide,  and,  having  pnr- 
chaeed  a  stock  of  jewelry,  departed  on  an,  adventurous  expedition  to  trade 
with  the  western  Tartars,  who,  having  overrun  many  parts  of  Asia  and 
Europe,  were  seeding  and  fonnkig  cities  m  the  vicinity  of  the  Wolga. 
After  travev^  the  Emdne  to  Spklaia,  (at  present  Suda)^,)  a  port  in  the 
Crimea,  they  continued  on,  by  fond  and  water,  until  fhey  reached  (he  mSI- 
tary  couart,  or  rather  camp  of  a  Tartar  prince,  named  Barkah,  a  descendant 
of  Ghengis  Khan,  into  whose  hands  they  confided  all  their  merchancfise. 
The  barbaric  d^ftaitt,  while  he  was  dazded  by  tiieir  pnscious  commodi- 
ties, was  flattered  by  the  entire  eoiifidence  m  his  justice  manifested  by 
these  strangers.  He  repaid  them  with  princdy  munificence,  and  loaded 
them  wiCh  iavots  during  a  year  that  they  remained  at  his  court  A  war 
breaking  out  between  theii*  patron  and  his  cousin  Huhgu,  chief  of  the 
eaetem  TaETttfs^and  Barkah  being  defeated,  the  Polos  were  embarrassed 
how  to  extricate  themselves  from  the  country  and  return  homsf  in  safety. 
The  road  to  Constantinople  being  cut  off  by  the  enemy,  they  took  a  cte>- 
euitou8h>ut0,nmmt<berheBiu)of  the  Caspian  8ea,  and  through  the  deserts 
of  TraDBOddana,  untfl  tbeif  latived  fak  the  city  of  Bdthara,  where  they  re- 
sided for  ^se0  years.  ^ 

WhUe  here  there  anivad  a  Tartar  nobleman  who  was  on  an  embassy 
from  the  Victorious  Hukgn  to  his  brother  the  Grand  Khan.  The  ambas- 
sador becane  acqttthited  wMh  thd  Yenetiaiis,  and  finding  them  to  be 
versed  in  the  Tartar  tongue  and  possessed  of  curious  and  valuable  kntiw- 
ledge,  he  prsviyed  upon  them  to  accompany  him  to  the  court  of  the  em* 
perrar,  sKuated  as  they  supposed^  at  the  very  extremity  of  the  East. 

After  a  mttwii  of  several  ttiondis,  behsg  defeyed  by  snowstorms  and 
inundalkMiSy  uiey  arvffed  an  one  court  of  Cubiai,  otherwise  craed  the  Gnttt 
Khali,  which  aignttes  King  of  Kings,  being  the  sovereign  potentate  of  the 
Tartars.  This  magnifleent  prince  received  them  with  great  distinction; 
be  made  kqniriei  abdiit  the  countries  aiid  princes  ofthe  West,  thebdvfl 
and  m&itary  govamsMnt,  and  the  manners  and  customs  6f  the  Latin  nation. 
Above  all,  he  was  curious  on  the  subject  of  the  Christian  rBligi<?n.  Ha 
was  so  much  struck  by  their  repGes,  that  after  hcMng  a  council  vnth  the 
chief  persons  of  his  kingdom,  he  entreated  the  two  brothers  to  go  on  Ua 
part  as  ambassadors  to  the  pope,  to  entreat  bim  to  send  a  hundred  learned 
men  well  faistracted  in  the  Christian  &ith,  to  impart  a  knowledge  of  it  tu 
the  ngea  of  his  empire*    He  slso  Mitreated  them  to  bring  him  a  fitfle  o0 
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from  the  lamp  of  odf  Saviour,  in  Jerusalem,  wbidi  he  eoncloded 
have  marvelous  virtues.  It  has  been  supposed,  and  with  great  veasoDytkat 
under  this  covert  of  religion,  the  shrewd  Tartar  sovereign  veiled  moiivas  of 
a  pditical  nature.  The  influence  of  the  pope  in  promoting  the  crusades 
had  caused  his  power  to  be  known  and  respected  throughout  the  East ;  it 
was  of  some  moment,  therefore,  to  conciliate  his  good  wiU.  Cublai  Khan 
had  no  bigotiy  nor  devotion  to  any  particular  Mth,  and  probably  hoped, 
by  adopting  Chfistianity  to  make  it  a  oommon  cause  b^xiFeen  himself  and 
the  warlike  princes  of  Christendom,  against  ills  and  their  inveterate  ene- 
mies, the  soldan  of  Egypt  and  the  Saracens. 

Having  written  letters  to  the  pope  in  the  Taitar  hngaage,  he  de- 
livered them  to  the  Polos,  and  appointed  one  of  the  principal  noblemeD  of 
his  court  to  accompany  them  in  their  misoon.  On  tbeir  taking  leave  he 
furnished  them  with  a  tablet  of  gokl  on  which  was  engraved  the  rqyd 
arms ;  this  was  to  serve  as  a  passport,  at  sight  of  which  die  govemon  of 
the  various  provinces  were  to  enteitain  them,  to  furnish  them  with  eeeorts 
through  dangerous  places,  and  render  them  all  other  necessary  s^^ices  at 
the  expense  of  the  Great  'Khan, 

They  hdd  seared  proceeded  twenty  miles,  when  the  nohleiDan  who  ac-> 
companied  them  fell  ill,  and  they  were  obliged  to  leave  him,  and  eootinne 
cm  their  route.  Their  gdden  passport  procured  them  every  attention  and 
fiidlity  throughout  the  dominions  of  the  Great  Khan.  They  arri^sd  safely 
at  Acre,  in  April,  1269.  Here  they  received  news  of  the  recent  death  of 
pqpe  Qement  IV,  at  which  they  were  much  grieved,  fearing  it  would 
cause  delay  in  their  mission.  There  wasat  that  time  in  Acre  a  legate  of 
the  holy  chair,  Tebaldo  di  Vesconti,  of  Placentia,  to  whom  they  gave  an 
account  of  their  embassy.  He  heard  them  with  gteut  attention  and 
interest,  and  advised  them  to  await  the  election  of  a  new  pope,  which 
must  soon  take  place,  before  they  proceeded  to  Rome  on  their  missioo. 
They  determined  in  the  interim  to  make  a  visit  to  their  fomSies,  and  ao- 
cordingly  departed  for  Negropont,  and  thence  to  Venice,  where  great 
changes  had  taken  pkice  in  their  domestic  concerns,  during  their  Umg 
absmce.  The  wife  of  Nicholas,  whom  he  had  left  pregnant,  had  died,  in 
giving  Inrth  to  a  son,  who  had  been  named  Marco. 

As  the  contested  election  for  the  new  pontiff  remained  pending  for  two 
yean,  they  were  uneasy,  lest  the  emperor  of  Taitaiy  should  grow  im- 
patient at  so  long  a  postponement  of  the  convermon  of  himself  and  his 
people ;  they  determined,  therefore,  not  to  wait  the  election  of  a  pope,  but 
lo  proceed  to  Acre,  and  get  such  dispatches  and  such  ghostly  minifltrf  for 
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fke  Gfsiid  Khan,  ae  tKb  legate  could  Aunisfa.  On  the  aeeond  jovroej, 
Nkhelas  Polo,  took  with  him  his  son  Marco^  who  afterwards  wroie  aB 
acoovnt  of  these  travels. 

They  were  again  received  with  great  favor  by  the  legate  Tebaldo,  who, 
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gfttlt  kindn^gs,  was  highly  ^tffied  with  the  t^tJk  of  their  mlMkm  tod 
with  l!ie  letters  of  the  pope,  and  having  received  fWwn  them  some  oil  finom 
the  lamp  of  the  holy  sepulchre,  he  had  it  locked  up,  and  guarded  if  as  a 
preciotis  treasure. 

The  three  Venetians,  ftiher,  brodter  and  son,  were  treated  with  indi 
fisitinctiokil>y  te  Khan,  that  the  conrders  were  filled  with  jealotn^.  Marco 
eoon»  however,  made  himself  popular,  and  was  plntictlbT^  esteemed  by 
tile  emperor.  He  acquired  the  four  principal  hnguages  of  the  cottntry, 
atnd  W^p  of  such  remarkable  capacity,-  that,  notwithstanding  his  youth,  the 
Khan  employed  him  in  mfssioos  and  serviOM  of  importance,  in  variom 
parts  of  his  dominions,  some  to  the  distance  of  even  six  months'  journey. 
On  these  expeditions  be  was  industrious  hi  gflthering  all  kinds  of  infonm- 
tion  respectmg  that  vast  empire ;  and  froqi  no^  and  minutes  made  ftir 
the  satisfaction  of  the  Grand  Khan,  he  afterwards  compoHed  tlie  histoify 
of  his  travels. 

After  about  seventeen  years  residence  in  the  Tartar  court  the  Yene- 
iians  felt  a  longing  to  returft  to  th6ir  native  country.  Their  patron  waa 
advanced  m  age  aikl  could  not  survive  much  bi^gior,  and  after  bts  death, 
their  rettfm  might  be  difficult  if  not  impossible.  They  applied  to  tfae 
Grand  Khan  for  permission  to  depart,  but  for  a  time  met  with  a  reftnd, 
accompanied  by  friendly  upbraidings.  At  length  a  singular  train  of  events 
.  operated  in  their  favor ;  an  embassy  arrived  from  a  Mogul  Tntar  prinoe, 
who  ruled  in  Persia,  and  who  was  grand  nephew  to  the  emperor.  The 
object  was  tt>  ent^at,  tts  a  spouse,  a  prinoees  of  the  imperid  lineage.  A 
granddaughter  ci  Cnblai  Khan,  seventeen  years  of  age,  and  of  great 
beauty  and  aecomptidunents,  was  granted  to.the  prayer  of  tlie  fnince,  and 
departed  for  Persia  with  thd  ambassadors,  and  with  a  splendid  retinue,  baft 
itfter  thiveling  for  dome  ttiottths,  was  obliged  to  return  on  account  of  the 
<fistracted  state  of  the  country. 

The  ambacttadors  despaired  of  conveying  ^beautifol  bride  to  the  arms 
of  her  expecting  bridegroom,  wlren  Marco  Polo  returned  from  a  voyage  to 
certain  of  flie  Indian  islands.  Ifis  repres^ntatkma  of  the  satfe^  of  a  voy- 
age in  tiioee  seas,  and  his  private  instigi^ons,  induced  the  ambassadoie  to 
urge  the  Grand  'Khan  for  permission  to  convey  the  princess  by  sea  to  the 
gulf  of  Persia,  and  that  the  Christians  might  accompany  them,  as  being 
best  experienced  in  maritime  affidrs.  Cnblai  Khan  consented  with  great 
leluetance^  and  a  splendid  fleet  was  fitted  out  and  victualed  for  two  yean, 
oonaisting  of  fourteen  ships  of  four  masts,  some  of  which  had  crewe 
of  two  bundred  and  fifty  men. 
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On  partiog  witii  tlie  YeeetiaiM  the  miuufieent  B;ium  gftve  tbem  jrich 
prefleDts  of  jewelB,  and  made  them  Tpronme  to  retnm  to  bim  after  tbey 
bad  vifitBd  their  ^unUieis.  Ue  aphorized  them  to  act  as  hU  ainbaaaa- 
dare  to  the  poocipal  cooita  of  Bpiqpe,  and,  aa  on  a  ^former  occasioii, 
duniahed  them  wUh  tahieta  of  gold,  tp  aerve,  not  merely  fui  ptmjpoitM^  but 
aa  otjem  wpqp  all  commanderp  ip  hia  .teiTitoijee  for  arr^onMBodatiqni  and 
flvppliea. 

They  aet  aitil  tlmrelbBe  ip  the  fleet  with  theooeiDtal  jpaiDceaa aqd  her 
attepdmnta  and  the  Pernan  ambaa^oira.  The  ahipa  pwept  along  the  coaat 
of  Cocbm  Chuta,  ^x^piped  for  three  mobtha  at  a  poet  of  the  island  o^  l^u- 
matra  near  the  weatem  entrance  of  the  atraita  of  Malacca,  waiting  fqir  the 
change  of  the  moneoon  to  paaa  the  bay  of  BengaL  Tmyecaing  thia  vaat 
expanae  they,  touched  at  the  ialand  of  Ceylon  and  then  croaked  the^traitt^ 
the  qootbem  part  of  the  great  peninsnla  of  Jndia.  Thence  aa^ipg  up  the 
Pirate  coaat,  aa  it  ia  called,  the  fleet  entered  the  Peiaian  gulf  apd  aixLycid 
at  the  fainoua  port  of  Olmuz,  where  it  j»  preanmed  the  voyage  tenninatedy 
ator  eigtoen  montha  apent  in  traveraing  the  J[ndi|m  aeaik  . 

Unfovtunately  fpr  the  joyetl  bride  wlx>  waa  the  object  of  thia  iqilendid 
navi^  expedition,  her  bridegroom,  the  Mogul  king,  had  died  aome  time  be- 
fore her  arrival,  leaving  a  aon  named  Ghazan,^  during  whqae  minorUy  the 
government  waa  administered  by  hia  uncle  KabJ^hatu.  According  to  the 
directiona  of  the  regent,  ^  princeaa  waa  delivered  to  the  youthful  ppnce, 
aon  of  her  intended  apouae.  He  waa  at  tjhat  time  at  the  l^ead  of  an  axmy 
on  the  bocdera  of  Persia.  He  waa  of  a  diminutive  atature  but  of  a  gpoat 
aoul,  and,  on  af^erwaipda  a9cending  the  thitc^ie,  acquired  renown  for  bia 
talenta  and  virtpea.  What  became  of  the  Ei^ateom  bride,  who  had  traveled 
ao  far  in  queat  of  a  huaband,  is  not  known ;  but  every  t^qg  &vanib)e'  in 
to  be  inferred  frqm  th6  character  of  Ghazan. 

The  Poloe  remained  aome  time  in  the  court  of  the  regepot,  and  then 
dq)arted,  with  O^tableta  of.  gold  given  by  that  prince,  to  cfony  them  in 
aafety  and  honor  through  bia  dominiona.  Aa  they  had  to  traverse  npAny 
oouutriea  where  the  traveler  ia  e^cpoaed  to  extreme  peril,  they  a^teared  on 
their  jouxneya  aa  Tartars  of  Jow  condition,  having  converted  all  their 
wealth  into  pr^ioua  ^|onea  and  sewn  them  up  in  the  folds  find  lininga  of 
their  coarse  garmepta.  Th^  had  a  long,  difficult  and  periloua  journey  to 
Trebizond,  whepce  they  proceeded  to  Conatantinqple,  thence  to  Negix)- 
poDt,  and,  finally,  to  Venice,  where  they  arrived  in  1296,  in  good  health, 
and  literally  laden  with  richea.  Having  heard  during  their  jotuney  of  the 
deatb  of  tMr  old  bene^Mstor  CnUai  Khan»  t^  considered  ,their  %lo- 
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matic  fimctSoiis  at  an  end,  and  also  ihtit  they  were  abMlfod  hotn  ihett 
promise  to  return  to  his  dominions. 

Ramnsio,  in  his  prefaee  to  the  muratiire  of  Maroo  Polo,  gifes  a  varietf 
of  paiticnlars  concerning  their  arrival,  which  he  eompares  to  Aat  of 
tJlysses.  When  they  arrived  at  Yenioe,  they  were  known  hy  nobo^. 
So  many  years  had  elapsed  since  their  departme  wi^Knit  any  tkUngs  of 
them,  tlutt  they  were  either  foigotten  or  considered  dead.  Besides,  their 
foreign  garb,  the  inflnence  of  soothem  suns,  and  the  stmilitiide  which 
men  acquire  to  tfiose  among  whom  they  reside  for  any  length  of  Imie, 
had  given  them  ihs  look  of  Tartars  rather  than  Italians. 

Hiey  repaired  to  their  own  house,  which  was  a  noble  pdace,  sitBate4 
in  the  street  of  St  Giovanne  Ohrisostomo,  and  was  afterwards  known  by 
tiie  name  of  la  Corte  de  la  Mfione.  They  found  several  of  their  rdatives 
still  inhabiting  it ;  but  they  weare-  slow  in  recollecting  the  trevdws,  not 
knowing  of  their  wealth,  and  probably  consideiing  them,  from  their 
coarse  and  foreign  Atire,  poor  adventurers  returned  to  be  a  charge  vpon 
their  families.  The  Polos,  however,  took  an  eflectal  mode  of  qoickening 
the  memories  of  their  friends,  and  insuring  themselves  a  loving  reception. 
They  invited  them  ril  to  a  grand  banquet  When  their  guests  arrived, 
Aey  received  them  richly  dressed  in  garments  of  crimson  satin  of  ortoatal 
&shion.  When  water  had  been  served  for  the  wadiing  of  hands,  and 
the  company  were  summoned  to  table,  the  travelers,  who  had  reared, 
appeared  again  in  st91  richer  robes  of  crimson  damask.  The  first  dresses 
were  cut  up  and  distributed  among  the  servants,  being  of  sudi  length 
that  they  swept  the  ground,  which,  says  Ramusio,  was  the  mode  in  those 
days  with  dresses  worn  within  doors.  After  the  first  course,  tliey  again 
retired  and  came  in  dressed  in  crimson  velvet ;  tiie  damask  dresses  being 
likewise  given  to  the  domestics,  and  the  same  vpas  done  at  the  end  of  the 
feast  with  their  velvet  robes,  when  they  appeared  inrthe  Yenettan  dress, of 
the  day.  The  guests  were  lost  in  astonishment,  and  could  not  compre- 
hend the  meaning  of  this  masquerade.  Having  dismissed  aU  the 
attendants,  Marco  Polo  brought  forth  the  coarse  Tartar  dresses  in  wtadk 
they  had  arrived.  Slashing  them  in  several  places  with  a  knife,  and 
ripping  Open  the  seams  and  lining,  there  tumbled  forth  rubies,  sapphires, 
emeralds,  diamonds,  snd  odier  precious  stones,  until  the  whole  table 
glittered  with  inestimable  wealdi,  acquired  from  the  munificence  of  the 
Grand  Khan,  and  conveyed  in  this  portable  form  through  the  perils  of 
flieir  long  journey. 

The  company,  observes  Ramusio,  were  out  of  their  wits  with  amaa^- 
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meDt,  and  now  clearly  peroeived  what  they  had  aft  fint  doubted,  diat  these 
m  very  troth  were  thoee  honored  and  valiant  gendemen  the  Polos,  and, 
accorfingrly,  paid  them  great  respect  and  reverence. 
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The  merit  of  Mmscq  Polo  «t  lepftfi  pepcwed  ilim  bis  Hbeity.  He 
ntoined  to  Venice,  w]iei)»  be  fwod  Us  fiutberwitii  a  boose  Call  of  ^bildreo. 
He  took  it  in  good  part,  foQoved  tbe  old  imn'a  ^ounple,  mairied,  aad  bad 
two  daugbteiB,  Moietta  and  Fantina.  Tbe  ^late  of  the  death  of  Marco 
Pdo  is  wiknoani ;  be  is  sa^MBed  to  have  been,  rat  the  lime,  about  Beivemty 
yevsoi  age.  On  bis  deeidi-bed  be  is  aaid  to  bare  been  exhorted  by  bie 
foends  to  retiact  what  be  had  published,  or,  at  least,  to  disavow  thoee 
parts  commonly  regarded  as  fictions.  He  replied  indignantly  tha^t  ao  te 
from  bauAg  .exaggerated,  be  bad  not  told  one  half  of  tbe  eztzyKmliQary 
things  of  which  be  had  been  an  eye-witness,. 

Maroo  Polo  died  without  male  issue.  Of  tbe  three  sonsof  his  &ther 
by  the  second  marriage,  one  only  bad  children,  viz.  Ave  sons  and  one 
daughter.  The  sons  died  without  leaving  issne ;  the  dau^iter  inherited 
all  her  father's  weahh  and  manied  into  tbe  noble  and  distin^ahed  bonae 
a[  Tievesino.  Tbns  tbe  male  line  of  tbe  Polos  x»aaed  in  1417,  and  4be 
family  name  was  extinguished. 

Such  are  tbe  prindjnl  partfcnlars  luxywn  of  ICaroo  Polo ;  a  man  wiMea 
tiavels  for  along  time  made  a  great  90100  in  Europe,  and  will  be  foond  to 
have  had  ji  great  efl^  on  modem  discovery.  His  qdendid  acoonnt  of  the 
cpctent,  wealth,  and  popalation  of  tbe  Tartar  territories  filled  every  one 
with  admiration.  The  possibility  of  bringing  ^  those  regions  nnder  tbe 
dcxninion  of  the  church,  and  rendering  tbe  Q^md  Khan  an  obedient  vassal 
to  the  bdy  chair,  was  for  9,  long  time  a  fiivorite  topic  among  tbe  enthusi- 
astic missionaries  of  Christondom*  .and  there  were  marny  saints-erxant  wbo 
undertook  to  effect  the  converaion  of  this  ipagnificwit  infidel. 

Even  at  the  distance  of  two  centuries,  when  tbe  enterprises  for  ^ 
discovery  of  tbe  new  route  to  Ipdia  b^  set  all  tbe  warm  beads  of  Enrofie 
madding  about  tbeso  remote  xegioiis  o£  tbe  East,  tbe  canverBioQ  of  tbe 
Grand  Kahn  became  .again  a  p(^nkr  theme ;  and  it  was  too  speculative 
and  romantic  an  enterprise  not  to  catch  tbe  virid  imagination  of  Columbus. 
In  all  bis  voyages,  he  wiU  be  found  continually  to  be  seeking  after  tbe  tar- 
rttories  of  the  Qrand  Khan,  and  even  after  bis  last  expedition,  when  nearly 
worn  out  by  age,  hardships,  and  infirmities,  be  oQered,  in  a  letter  to  tbe 
Spanish  monarcbs,  written  from  a  bed  of  sickness,  to  conduct  any  mia- 
sionary  to  tbe  territories  of  the  Ttftar  emperor,  wbo  wonM  undertake  bis 
conversioD. 
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fltitioiis  odormg  of  parts  of  the  narrative  from  the  belief,  prevalent  among 
the  most  wise  and  learned  of  his  day,  in  miracles  and  magic.  After  pe- 
msingthe  work  of  Mr.  Marsden,  the  character  of  Marco  Polo  rises  in  the 
estimation  of  the  reader.  It  is  evident  that  his  narration,  as  &r  as  related 
from  his  own  observations,  is  correct,  and  that  he  had  really  traversed  a 
great  part  of  Tartaiy  and  China,  and  navigated  in  the  Indian  seas.  Soott 
of  the  comitries  and  many  of  the  islands,  however,  are  evidently  described 
from  accounts  given  by  others,  and  in  these  accounts  are  generally  found 
the  fiibles  which  have  excited  incredulity  and  ridicule.  As  he  composed 
his  work  after  his  return  home,  partly  from  memory  and  partly  from  memo- 
randums, he  was  liable  to  confuse  what  he  had  heard  with  what  he  had 
seen,  and  thus  to  give  unc^e  weight  to  many  fiibles  and  ezaggerations 
which  he  had  received  from  others. 

Much  has  been  said  of  a  map  brought  from  Cathay  by  Marco .  Polo, 
which  was  conserved  in  the  convent  of  San  Michale  de  Muiano  in  the 
vicinity  of  Venice,  and  in  which  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  the  isbnd 
of  Madagascar  were  indicated ;  countries  which  the  Portuguese  claim  the 
merit  of  having  ^Bscovered  two  centuries  afterwards.  It  has  been  sugw 
gested  also  that  Columbus  had  vidted  the  convent  and  examined  this  mqi, 
whence  he  derived  some  of  his  ideas  concerning  the  coast  of  India.  Ac- 
cording to  Ramusio,  however,  who  had  been  at  the  convent,  and  was  well 
acquainted  with  the  prior,  the  map  preserved  there  was  one  copied  by  a 
friar  from  the  original  one  of  Marco  Polo,  and  many  altereticms  and  addi- 
tions had  since  been  made  by  other  hands,  so  that  for  a  long  time  it  lost  aQ 
credit  with  judicious  people,  until  on  comparing  it  with  the  work  of  Marco 
Polo  it  was  found  in  the  main  to  agree  with  his  descriptions.*  The  Cqw 
of  Good  Hope  was  doubtless  among  the  additions  made  subsequent  to  the 
discoveries  of  the  Portuguese.!  Columbus  makes  no  mention  of  this  map, 
which  he  most  probably  would  have  done  had  he  seen  it  He  seems  to 
have  been  entirely  guided  by  the  one  furnished  by  Paulo  Toscanelli,  and 


•  Ramusio,  vol  ii.  p.  17. 

t  Mr.  Mareden,  who  has  inspected  a  splendid  he  amfle  of  this  map  pre- 
senred  in  the  British  Moseum,  oliyects  even  .to  the  fbndamental  part  of  it : 
"  where,**  he  observes,  **  situations  are  given  to  places  that  seem  quite  incon- 
sistent with  the  descriptions  in  the  travels  and  cannot  be  attributed  to  their 
author,  althoogh  inserted  on  the  supposed  aothority  of  his  writings."  Maisden'S 
M.  Polo.  Introd.  p.  xlii. 
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which  was  apparently  piojected  after  the  original  mqi,  or  after  theileaer^ 
tioDS  of  Marco  Pdo,  and  the  miqis  of  Ptolemy. 

WheD  the  attention  of  the  world  was  ^tumed  towards  tibe  remote  parts 
of  Aflta  in  the  1^  century,  and  the  Portogaeee  were  making  their 
attempts  to  circmnnavigate  Africa,  the  narration  of  Marco  Polo  agam 
rose  to  notice.  This,  with  the  travels  of  Nicok)  le  Comte,  the  Venetian, 
and  9f  Hieronimo  da  San  Ste&no,  a  Genoese,  are  said  to  have  been  te 
principal  lights  by  which  the  Portuguese  guided  themeelvee  in  their 
voyages.* 

Above  all,  the  influence  which  the  work  of  Marco  Polo  had  over  the 
mind  of  Columbus,  gives  it  particular  intmest  and  importance.  It  was 
evidently  an  oracular  work  with  him.  He  frequently  quotes  it,  and  cm  faki 
voyages,  supposing  himself  to  be  on  the  Asiatic  coast,  he  is  ccmtinaally 
endeavoring  to  discover  the  islands  and  main-lands  described  in  it,  and  to 
find  the  fiunous  Cipango. 

It  is  proper,  therefore,  to  specify-some  of  those  pbees,  and  tiie  maimer 
in  which  they  are  described  by  a  Venetian  travel^',  that  the  reader  may 
moie  fully  understand  the  anticipations  which  wore  haunting  the  mind  of 
Columbus  in  his  voyages  among  the  West  Indian  ishmds,  and  aloof^the 
coast  of  Terra  Firma. 

The  winter  residence  of  the  ,Great  Khan,  according  to  Marco  Pg^ 
was  in  the  dty  of  Cambalu,  or  Kanbalu,  (once  ascertained  to  be  Pekin,) 
in  the  province  of  Cathay.  This  city,  he  says,  was  twenty-fomr  miles 
square,  and  admirably  built  It  was  impossible,  according  to  Marco  Pg^ 
to  describe  the  vast  amount  and  variety  of  merchandise  and  manufactures 
brought  there;  it  would  seem  they  were  enough  to  furnish  the  universe. 
"  Here  are  to  be  seen  in  wonderful  abundance  the  precious  stones,  the 
pearls,  the  sOks,  and  the  diverse  perfumes  of  the  East ;  scarce  a  day  passes 
that  there  does  not  arrive  nearly  a  thousand  cars  laden  with  silk,  of  which 
they  make  admirable  stufib  in  this  city." 

The  palace  of  the  Great  Khan  is  magnificently  built,  and  four  miles 
in  circuit  It  is  rather  a  group  of  palaces.  In  the  interior  it  is  resplen- 
dent with  gold  and  silver ;  and  in  it  are  guarded  the  precious  vases  and 
jewels  of  the  sovereign.  All  the  appointments  of  the  Khan  for  war,  for 
the  chase,  for  various  festivities,  are  described  in  gorgeous  terms.  But 
though  Marco  Polo  is  magnificent  in  his  description  of  the  provinces  of 
Cathay,  and  its  imperial  city  of  Cambalu,  he  outdoes  himself  when  be 

*  Hist,  des  Voyages,  torn.  zl.  lib.  zi.  oh.  4. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


APPfiNDIX. 

kfco4lMQEibe  the  piOYiiice  of  Mangi.  Hiis/ province  is  supposed  to 
be  the  southera  part  of  Chiaa.  It  contains,  he  says,  twelve  bondred  cities. 
The  ca|3tol  Qnosai  (supposed  to  be  the  dty  of  Hang-chen)  was  twenty- 
fiwB  mikas  from  the  sea,  but  communieated  by  a  river  with  a  pen  sitpated 
on  the  sea-coast,  joid  had  great  trade  with  India. 

The  name  Qainsai,  according  to  Marco  Polo,  mgnifies  the  city  of 
heaven ;  he  aays  he  has  been  in  it  and  examined  it  diligently,  and  affirms 
iito  be  the  Jaxgest  in  the  world  ;  and  so  nndoabtedly  it  is  if  the  measnre- 
ment  of  the  traveler  is  to  be  taken  literally,  for  he  declares  that  it  is  one 
hundred  miles  in  circiiit  This  seeming  exaggeration  has  been  explained 
by  anppofiing  him  to  mean  Chinese  miles  or  H,  vdiich  are  to  the  Italian 
miles  in  4be  proportion  of  three  to  eight ;  and  Mr.  Ma^en  observes  that 
the  wiUls.even  of  the  modem  city,  the  limits  of  which  have  been  consider- 
ably co;«tracted,  are  estimated  by  travelers  at  sixty  It.  The  ancient  city 
has  evidently  been  of  immense  extent,  and  as  Marco  Polo  could  not  be 
avppoeed.to  haye  .measured  the  walls  himself,  he  has  probably  taken  the 
loQoe  and  incoBect  .estimates  of  ihe  inhabitants.  He  describes  it  also  as 
built  .upon  Htlle  islands  like  Venice,  and  has  twelve  thoosand  stone 
bridges,*  >the  arches  of  which  are  so  high  .that  the  largest  vessels  can  pass 
under  them  without  lowering  their  masts.  It  has,  he  affirms,  three  thoo- 
sand baths,  and  six  hundred  thousand  iieunilies,  including  domestics.  It 
abounds  with  magnificent  houses,  and  has  a  lake  thirty  miles  in  circuit 
wilbin  its  walls,  cm  the  banks  of  which  are  superb  pabices  of  peofde  of 
rank^  'The  inhabitants  of  ^uinsai  are  very  voluptuous,  and  indulge  in 
all  Idtnds  of  Jiuxuriee  and  delights,  particulariy  the  women,  who  are  ex- 
tremely (beautiful.    There  are  many  merchants  and  artisans,  but  the  i 


*  Another  blunder  ip  traqslation  has  drawn  upon  Marco  Pok>  the  indigna- 
tion of  George  Hernias,  who  (in  his  Origin  of  America,  IV.  3)  exclaims, 
"  Who  can  believe  all  (hat  he  nys  of  the  city  of  Quinsai  1  as  f5r  example,  that 
it  has  stone  bridges  twelve  thoosand  miles  high!''  ^  Jt  is  probable  that 
many  of  the  exaggerations  in  the  accountB  of  Marco  ¥<Ao  aipe  in  &ct  the  errois 
of  his  translators. 

Mandeville,  speaking  of  this^  same  city,  which  he  calls  Cansai,  says  it  is 
built  onihe  sea  like  Venice,  and  has  twelve  hundred  bridges. 

t  Sir  QeoTfe  Staonton  mentions  this  lake  as  being  a  beaotiiol  sheet  of  wa- 
ter, about  thvee  or  ibor  miles  in  diameter ;  its  margin  ornamented  with  houses 
and  gardens  of  Mandarines,  together  with  temples,  monasteries  for  the  priests 
of  Fo,  and  an  imperial  patece. 
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ten  <b  Mt  work,  tbey  employ  tervuiCB  ^to  do  all  their  kdior.  T!ie  provinoe 
of  Blimgi  wae  bon^oeied  by  the  Grest  Khan,  who  divided  it  mto  nine  kingu 
dome,  Appointing  to  each  a  tribvtavy  king.  He  draw  from  it  an  HBrneose 
levenne,  lor  the  country  abounded  in  gold,  silver,  filks,  angar,  B^cm  and 

aVPAK60,  ZIPANORI,   OR   CIPANOO. 

Ftfteeo  hundred  miles  fnom  the  shores  of  Mangi,  according  to  Blarco 
Pole,  lay  die  great  island  of  Zipango,  by  some  written  2iipangri,  and  by 
Colmnfa^is  Cipango.*  Marco  Polo  describes  it  as  abonnding  in  gold, 
wfaioh,  however,  the  king  seldom  permits  to  be  transported  out  of  the 
iahmd.  The  king  has  a  magnificent  palace  covered  with  plates  of  gold, 
as  in  other  countries  the  palaces  are  covered  with  iheets  of  lead  or  cop- 
per. The  halls  and  .chambers  are  likewise  covered  with  gold,  the  win- 
dows adbmed  with  it,  sometimes  in  plates  of  the  thickness  of  two  fingers. 
The  island  also  produces  vast  quantities  of  the  largest  and  finest  pearls, 
together  with  a  variety  of  precious  stcHies ;  so  that,  in  fact,  it  abounds  in 
riches.  The  Crreat  Khan  made  jeveral  attempts  to  conquer  this  island, 
but  in  vain ;  which  is  nd  to  be  wondered  at,  if  it  be  true  what  Marco 
Polo  relates,  that  the  inhabitants  had  ceitain  stones  of  a  charmed  virtue 
inserted  between  the  skin  and  the  flesh  of  their  right  arms,  which,  through 
the  power  of  diabolical  enchantments,  rendered  them  invulnerable.  This 
island  was  an  object  of  diligent  search  to  Columbus. 

About  the  island  of  Zipangu  or  Cipango,  and  between  it  and  the  coast 
of  Mangi,  the  sea,  according  to  Marco  Polo,  is  studded  with  soiall  islands 
to  the  number  of  seven  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty,  of  which  the 
greater  part  are  inhabited.  There  is  not  one  which  does  not  produce 
odoriferous  trees  and  perfumes  in  abundance.  Columbus  thought  himself 
atone  4ime  in  tlie  midst  of  these  islands. 

*  Supposed  to  be  those  islands  cqUectively  called  Japa^i.  Tbey  are  nam^d 
by  the  Chinese  Ge-pen,  the  terfninating  syllable  gu  added  Jby  Marco  Polo,  is 
supposed  to  be  the  Chinese  yrord  Inie,  signifying  kingdom,  which  is  commonly 
annexed  to  the  names  of  forei^  countries.  -As  the  distance  of  the  nearest 
part  of  the  southern  island  from  the  coast  of  China  near  Ning-po,  is  not  more 
than  fire  hundred  Italian  miles,  Mr.  Marsden  supposes  Marco  Polo  in  stating 
it  to  be  >500,  means  Chinese  miles  or  li,  which  are  in  the  proportion  of  some* 
wfant  HMce  ihaa  ooe-tfaiid  of  the  Ibrmer. 
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These  are  tbe  principal  places  described  by  Maroo  Polo^  wIMi^oeew 
in  the  letters  and  jowBals  of  Coiiimbiis.  The  idandofCipaiigo  w«stbe 
first  land  he  ocpeoted  to  make,  and  he  intended. to  vint  Btbawvds  Ihs 
ppovince  of  Mangi,  and  to  seek  the  Great  Khan  in  his  dty  cf  Cambaln,  m 
the  province  of  Cathaj.  Unless  tbe  reader  can  bear  in  mind  these  samp- 
tnons  descripCionB  of  Marco  Polo,  of  conntries  teeming  with  wealth,  and 
cities  where  the  very  domes  and  palaces  flamed  with  gdd,  he  wiD  have 
bat  a  fiunt  idea  of  the  splendid  anticipations  whidi  filled  the  imaginatioo  of 
Colt^nbns  when  he  discovered,  as  he  supposed,  the  eictrenE^  of  Asia.  It 
was  his  confident  expectation  of  soon  arriving  at  these  oonntries,  and  lea- 
lizing  the  accounts  of  the  Venetian,  that  induced  him  to  hold  forth  those 
promises  of  iomiediato  wealth  to  the  sovereigns,  wfaioh  caused  so  miush 
disappointment,  and  brought  upon  him  the  frequent  leproach  of  exK^Jdog^ 
false  hopes  and  indulging  in  vrilful  exaggeration.  .    ^ 


No.  xxn. 

eiB  JOHN  MANDSYILUL 


Nbxt  to  Marco  Polo  the  travels  of  Sir  John  Mandeville,  and  his  account 
of  the  territories  of  the  Great  Khan  along  the  coast  of  Asia,  seem  to  have 
been  treasured  up  in  the  mind  of  Columbus. . 

MandevUle  was  bom  in  the  city  of  St.  Albans.  He  was  devoted  to 
study  from  his  earliest  childhood,  and  after  finishing  his  .general  education, 
applied  himself  to  medidne.  Having  a  great  desire  to  see  the  remotoet 
parte  of  the  earth,  then  known,  that  is  to  say,  Asia  and  Africa,  aiid  above 
all,  to  visit  the  Holy  Land,  he  left  England  in  1332,  and  passing  thiougjk 
France  embarked  at  Marseilles.  According  to  his  own  account,  he  visited 
Turkey,  Armenia,  Egjrpt,  Upper  and  Lower  Lybia,  Syria,  Persia,  Chaldoa, 
Ethiopia,  Tartary,  Amazonia  and  the  Indies,  residing  in  their  principal 
cities.  But  most  he  says  he  delighted  in  the  Holy  Land,  where  he  remamed 
for  a  longtime,  examining  it  with  the  greatest  minuteness  and  endeavorii^ 
to  follow  all  the  traces  of  our  Saviour.  After  an  absence  of  thirty-four 
3rears  he  retumed  to  England,  but  found  himself  forgotten  and  unknown 
by  the  greater  part  of  his  countrymen,  and  a  stranger  in  his  native  place^ 
He  wrote  a  hleftory  of  his  travels  in  three  languages,  English,  Freaoh  and 
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The  zones  were  inyigiimry  bmids  or  x^ltoleB  in  the  heavens  producing  an 
effect  of  climate  on  correspooding  belts  on  the  globe  of  the  earth.  The 
polar  circles  and  the  tropics  mark  these  divisioiui. 

The  central  region,  lying  beneath  the  track  of  the  sun,  was  termed  the 
torrid  zone ;  the  two  regions  between  the  tropics  and  the  polar  circles, 
were  termed  the  temperate  zones,  and  the  remaining  parts,  between  the 
polar  circles  and  the  poles,  the  frigid  zone^ 

The  frozen  regions  near  the  poles  were  considered  nninhabitaUe  and 
wmavigable  on  account  of  the  extreme  cold.  The  bumipg  zone,  or  rather 
the  central  part  of  it,  immediacy  aboot  the  equator,  was  considered  opip- 
habitable,  unproductive,  and  impassable  in  consequence  of  the  exceastre 
heat  The  temperate  zones,  lying  between  them,  were  supposed  to  be  fer- 
tile and  salubrious,  and  suited  to  the  purposes  of  life. 

*  The  globe  was  divided  into  two  hemispheres  by  the  eqpator,  an  imagi- 
nary Une  encircling  it  at  equal  distance  from  the  poles.  The  whole  of  tbe 
world  known  to  the  ancients  was  contained  in  the  temperate  zone  of  the 
northern  hemisphere. 

It  was  imagined  that  if  there  should  be  inhabitants  in  the  temperate 
zone  of  the  southern  hemisphere,  there  could  still  be  no  communioition 
with  them  on  account  of  the  burning  zone  which  intervened. 

Parmenides,  according  to  Strabo,  was  the  inventor  of  this  theory  of  the 
five  zqnes,  but  he  made  the  torrid  zone  e^nd  on  each  side  of  the  equator 
beyond  the  tropics.  Aristotle  supported  this  doctrine  of  the  zones.  In 
his  time  nothing  was  known  of  the  extreme  northern  parts  of  Europe  and 
Asia,  nor  of  interior  Ethiopia  and  the  southern  part  of  Africa,  extending 
beyond  the  tropic  of  Capricorn  to  the  Cape  of  .Good  Hope.  Aristotle  be- 
lieved that  there  was  habitable  earth  in  the  southern  hemisphere,  but  that 
it  was  for  ever  divided  from  the  part  of  the  world^  already  known,  by  the 
impassable  zone  of  scorching  heat  at  the  equator.* 

Pliny  supported  the  opinion  of  Aristotle  concerning  the  boming 
zones.    **  The  temperature  of  the  central  region  of  the  earth,**  he  obsenresy 

•  Aristot.,  3  Met  cap.  5. 
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^  whese  the  son  nam  his  cowee  10  burnt  up  as  with  fiie.  The  tempanto 
sopes  which  lie  on  ekber  aije  can  huve  no  comroplucaftiQD  with  etcb 
other  m  coose^veoce  of  Ibe  fervent  hest  of  this  re|^."* 

Strabo,  (lib.  xL^  in  mentioning  this  theory,  givesk  likewise  his  sop- 
port;  and  otben  of  the  ancient  philosophers,  as  weU  as  ^  poets,  mi^ 
be  cited  to  show  the  general  prevalence  of  the  belief. 

it  must  be  observed  that,  at  the  4ime  when  Coliimbns  defended  his  pio» 
position  before  the  learned  board  at  ^alamancsi  the  ancient  theory  of  Ihe 
burning  sone  had  not  yet  been  totaUy  disproved  by  modem  discovery. 
The  Portuguese,  it  is  true,  had  penetrated  within  the  tropics ;  but,  though 
the  whole  of  the  space  between  the  tropic  of  Cancer  aqd  that  of  Capri- 
corn, in  common  parlance,  was  termed  the  torrid  aone ;  the  uninhabitable 
and  impassable  part,  strictly  speaking,  accofding  to  the  doctrine  of  the  an- 
cients, only  esctended  a  limited  number  of  degrees  on  each  side  of  the 
equator ;  forming  about  a  third,  or  at  most,  tlie  half  of  the  zone.  Tbd 
proofs  which  Columbus  endeavaced  to  draw  therefore  ton  the  voyages 
made  to  St  George  la  Blina,  were  not  conclusiye  with  those  who  wece 
bigoted  to  the  ancient  theory,  and  who  placed  this  acorching  region  still 
fiuther  southward,  and  immediatdy  About  the  equator. 


No.  XXIV. 

OF  TffB  ▲TALAJTFIS   OF  PLATO. 

The  island  Atalantis  is  mentioned  by  Plato  in  his  dialogue  of  Timsus. 
Solon,  the  Athenian  lawgiver,  is  supposed  to  have  traveled  into  Egypt 
He  is  in  an  ancient  city  on  the  Delta,  the  fertile  island  formed  by  the  Nile, 
and  is  holding  converse  with  certain  learned  priests  on  the  antiquities  of 
remote  ages,  when  one  of  them  gives  him  a  description  of  the  island  of 
Atalantis,  and  of  its  destruction,  which  he  describes  as  havmg  taken  place 
before  the  conflagration  of  the  world  by  Pheton. 

This  island,  he  was  told,  had  been  situated  in  the  Western  Ocean,  op* 

•  Pliny,  lib.  i.  cap.  61. 
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poiile  to  the  Straits  of  Gibrahar.  There,  was  an  easy  passage  from  it  to 
other  idasds,  which  lay  adjacent  to  a  krge  eontinent,  «cceeding  in  siaedl 
Eiurope  and  Asia.  Neptune  settled  in  this  islaad,  fiom  ^v^kmo  eon  Atlas 
its  name  was  derived,  aiid  he  divided  it  ammighis  ten  sens.  His  descend- 
ants leigned  heve  in  legfnlar  snccession  for  many  ages.  Th^  made  imp- 
tions  into  Europe  and  Africa,  subdidng  aU  Lybia  as  far  as  Egypt,  and 
Emope  to  Asia  Minor.  They  were  resisted,  however,  by  the  Athenians, 
and  driven  back  to  their  Atlantic  territories.  Shortly  after  this  th^e  was 
a  tremendous  earthquake,  and  nn  overflowing  of  the  sea,  which  cmitinned 
for  a  day  and  a  night  In  the  course  of  this  the  vast  island  of  Atalantia, 
and  all  its  splendid  cities  and  warlike  nations,  were  swallowed  up,  and 
sunk  to  the  bottom  of  the  sea,  which,  spreading  its  waters  over  the  chasm, 
formed  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  For  a  long  time,  however,  the  sea  was  not 
navigable,  on  account  of  rocks  and  shelves,  of  mud  and  sfime,  and  of  the 
ruins  of  that  drowned  country. 

Many,  m  modem  times,  have  <;onsidered  tins  a  mere  fiible ;  others  sup- 
pose that  Plato,  wMe  in  Egypt,  had  received  some  vague  accounts  of  the 
Canary  Iskinds,  and,  on  his  return  to  Greece,  finding  those  idands  so 
entirely  unknown  to  his  countrymrai,  had  made  them  the  seat  of  h» 
political  and  moral  speculations.  Some,  however,  have  been  disposed  to 
give  greater  weight  to  this  story  of  Plato.  They  imagine  that  such  an 
island  may  really  have  existed,  filling  up  a  great  part  of  the  Atlantic,  and 
that  the  continent  beyond  it  was  America,  which,  in  such  case,  was  not 
unknown  to  the  ancients.  Kircher  supposes  it  to  have  been  an  island 
extending  from  the  Canaries  to  the  Azores ;  that  it  was  really  iAgnlfed 
in  one  of  the  convulsions  of  the  globe,  and  that  those  small  islands  are  mere 
shattered  fragments  of  it 

As  a  fiirther  proof  that  the  New  Worid  was  not  unknown  to  the 
ancients,  many  have  cited  the  angular  passage  in  the  Medea  of  Seneca^ 
which  is  wonderfully  apposite,  and  shows,  at  least,  how  nearly  the  warm 
imagination  of  a  poet  may  approach  to  prophecy.  The  predictions  of  the 
ancient  oracles  were  rarely  so  unequivocal. 

Venient  annis 
SaBcola  serifl,  qoibuB  Oceanus 
Vincnla  renun  lazet,  et  ixigens 
Pateat  tellna,  Typhisqae  novof  ' 
Detegat  oibes,  nee  ait  tertis 
Ultima  Thole. 
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GobmKh  is  IiSb  asle  lesetrGli  into  the  vojrages  of  the  ancients,  irappoees 
the  AtalantiB  of  Plato  to  have  been  nothing  more  nor  less  than  one  of 
ike  nearast  cfliie  Canaries,  viz.  Foitaventnra  or  Lancerote. 


No.  XXV. 

OUj^TSAXT  I8LAin>  OP  tX.  BSAMDAV. 

Okb  of  the  most  singular  geogiaphical  iilnaioDs  on  record  is  that  wlueh 
for  i  long  while  haunted  the  imaginations  of  the  inhahitants  of  the 
Canaries.  They  landed  th^  beheld  a  mountainous  island  about  ninety 
leagues  in  length,  lying  far  to  the  westward.  It  was  only  seen  at  hiter- 
vals,  but  in  periectiLy  clear  and  serene  weather.  To  some  it  seemed  one 
hundred  leagues  distant,  to  ^nhem  for^,  to  ethers  only  ifteen  or  eig^teeii.'^ 
Od.  attempting  to  reach  it,  howetver,  it  .sondiow  or  other  eluded  the 
seaich,  and  was  nowhere  to  be  found.  St£U  .there  were  so  many  ey&* 
witnesses  of  credibility  who  concusred  in  testifying  to  thek  having  seen  it, 
and  the  testimony  of  the  inhabitants  x^  difSaxent  islands  agreed  so  weU  as 
to  its  fonn  and  position,  that  its  eaneteiice  was  generally  believed,  and 
geographers  inserted  it  in  their  maps.  It  is  laid  down  on  the  f^obe  of 
Martin  iB^iem,  prcgected  in  1493,  as  delineated  Ivy  M.  De  Murr,  and  it 
will  be  found  in  most  of  the  maps  of  the  time  of  Columbus,  placed  com- 
qionly  about  two  hundred  leagues  west  of  the  Canaries.  During  the  time 
that  Columbus  was  making  his  propositioa  to  the  court  of  Portugal,  an 
inhabitant  of  the  Canaries  applied  to  king  John  n  for  a  vessel  to  go  in 
seacch  of  this  island.  In  the.arofaives  of  the  Tone  do  Tombof  also»  theie 
is  a  record  oiu  contract  made  by  the  crown  of  Portugal  with  Fernando  de 
Uhno^cavaller  of  the  royal  household,  and  captain  of  the  island  of  Tercera, 
wherein  he  undertakes  to  go  at  his  own  expense,  in  quest  of  an  island  eg 
islands,  or  Tern  Firma,  supposed  to  be  the  island  of  the  Seven  Cities,  en 
oonditinn  of  Mi>ing  juiisdu^ion  over  the  same  for  himself  and  his  heirs, 
idkrwing  one  tenth  of  the  levenuee  to  the  king.  This  Ulmo,  finding  the 
expedition  above  his  capacity,  associated  one  Juan  Alfonso  del  Estieito  in 

•  Feyjoo,  Theatro  Critico,  torn.  iv.  d.  10,  §  29. 
t  Lib.  iv.  de  la  Chancelaria  del  ^y  Dn.  Juan  II,  foL  101. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


4M  Anmwx.. 

the  enteiprifle.  Th&y  were  bound  to  be  temiy  to  Mil  with  two  CKnurds 
in  the  month  of  March,  1487.'^    The  &te  of  their  enterprise  is  nnknowB. 

The  name  of  ^t  Biandan,  or  BcwKMto,  giyen  t^lhie  imaginary  ialand 
from  time  immemorial,  is  said  to  be  <leriyed  from  a  Scotch  abbot,  who 
flonriahed  in  the  nzth  century,  and  who  is  called  sometimes  by  the  fofe- 
going  appeUations,  sometimes  St.  Blandano,  or  St  Blandanns.  In  tiie 
Bfartyrology  of  the  order  of  St  Angnstine,  he  is  said  to  have  been  die 
patriarch  of  threethonsand  mofiks*'  About  the  middle  of  the  sixth  cen- 
tniy,  he  accompanied  his  disciple,  St  Madovio,  or  St  Halo,  in  search  of 
certain  islands  poeaessii^  the  delights  of  fMradise,  which  they  were  told 
existed  in  the  midst  of  the  ocean,  and  were  inhabited  by  infidels.  These 
most  adventorons  saints-errant  wandered  for  a  long  time  upon  the  ocean, 
and  at  length  landed  upon  an  island  caHed  Ima.  Here  St  Malo  fonnd  the 
body  of  a  giant  lying  in  a  sepulchre.  He  resnscitated  bim,  and  had  much 
interesting  conversation  with  him,  the  giant  informing  him  that  the  iidtahit- 
aoto  of  that  island  had  some  notions  of  the  Trinity,  and,  moreorer,  giving 
him  a  gratifying  account  of  the  torments  which  Jews  and  Pagans  suffered 
in  the  infernal  regions.  Finding  the  giant  so  docOe  and  reasom^rfe,  St. 
Malo  expounded  to  him  the  doctrines  of  the  CSiristian  religion,  converted 
him,  and  baptized  him  by  ^be  name  of  BfiMum.  The  giant,  however, 
either  throng  weariness  of  hfe,  or  eagerness  to  enjoy  the  benefits  of  hie 
conversion,  begged  pennission,  at  the  end  of  fifteen  days,  to  die  again, 
which  was  granted  bim. 

According  to  another  account,  the  gknt  told  them  he  knew  of  an 
island  in  the  ocean,  defended  by  walls  of  burmshed  gold,  so  resjdendoxt 
that  they  shone  like  crystal,  Imt  to  which  there  was  no  entrabice.  At 
their  request,  he  undertook  to  guide  them  to  it,  and  taking  Hm  caMe  of 
then*  ship,  threw  himself  into  the  sea.  He  had  not  proceeded  ftr,  how- 
ever, when  a  ten^)est  rose,  and  obliged  them  all  to  return,  and  shortly  after 
the  giant  died.f  A  third  legend  makes  the  saint  pray  toheaven  on  ESaster 
day,  that  they  may  be  permitted  to  find  land  where  they  may  celebrate  the 
offices  of  religion  with  becoming  state.  An  island  immedkdely  appears, 
on  which  they  land,  perform  a  soleqon  mass,  and  the  sacrament  of  the 
Eucharist ;  after  which  re-embarking  and  making  sail,  tiiey  behold  to  their 
astonishment  the  supposed  island  suddenly  plunge  to  the  bottom  of  the 


•  Torre  do  Tombo.    lib.  das  Ylhas,  f  119. 
t  Fr.  Qregorio  Gkfcia,  Qrigen  de  los  Indios,  Ub.  i..c^.  9l 
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tea,  hMg  nothing  ^ke  than  a[  momstrotiB  whale.*  When  the  nuttor  dr- 
enlated  of  an  island  seen  Ar6m  tiie  Cananes,  which  tkimyn  doded  flie 
search,  the  legends  of  St  Brandan  were  revived,  and  applied  to  thia  imap- 
proachahle  kod.  We  are  tc4d,  also,  that  there  waa  an  ancient  I^itin 
manttociipt  in  the  archives  of  tlie  6athedrB]  church  of  the  Oraod  Canary, 
fai  whidi  the  adventtnetf  of  these  saints  were  recorded.  Through  care- 
lessnem,  however,  thid  manoscript  had  dinppearect^f  Some  have  main- 
tained that  this  idand  was  knbWn  to  the  aqicientSr  and  was  the  same  men- 
tioned by  Ptolemy  among  the  Fortuiate  or  Canary  islands,  hy  the  names 
of  Aptositos^  or  the  Inaccessible ;  and  which,  acconfing  to  friar  Diego 
Phffipo,  in  his  book  on  ^e  Incarnation  of  Christ,  shows  that  it  pomoflBod 
tiie  same  quality  fai  ancient  times  of  dehiding  the  eye  and  being  mwttarina- 
bte  to  the  feet  of  mortal.}  Btrt  whatever  belief  the  ancients  may  have 
had  on  this  subject,  it  is  certain  that  it  tool  a  strong  hold  on  the  fidth  of 
the  modems  dttring  ^  prevalent  rage  for  discovery;  nor  did  it  lack  ahnan- 
dant  testimonials.  Don  Joseph  de  Viera  y  Clavijo  says,  there  never  waa 
a  more  dfflcnlt  paradox  nor  problem  in  the  science  of  geography ;  sinoe, 
to  affirm  the  eidstence  of  this  island,  is  to  trample  vpoa  sound  criticiBm, 
judgmeflfand  reason ;  and  to  deili|y  R,  one  must  abandon  tnufition  and  ex- 
perience, atid  suppose  ^hat  msatiy  persons  of  Credit  had  not  the  proper  uee 
of  thenr  sense8.|| 

The  beW  hi  this  island  has  continued  long  since  the  time  df  Cohnn- 
bna.  It  was  repeatedly  seen,  and  by  various  persons  at  a  time,  always  in 
the  iame  {dace  and  of  the  same  form.  In  1626  an  expedition  set  off  for 
the  Canaries  m  quest  of  it,  commanded  by  Fernando  de  Troya  and  Fer- 
nando Alvaret.  They  cndeed  in  the  woz^  (Erection,  but  in  vain,  and 
tiieir  Mure  ought  to  have  undeceived  the  public.  ^  The  phantasm  of  the 
ishaad,  however,^  aaya  Vlera,  ^  had  such  a  secret  enchanbnent  for  all  who 
beheld  it,  that  the  public  preferred  dotditing  the  good  conduct  of  the  ex- 
plorers, tiian  their  own  senses."  Jh  1570  the  appearances  were  so  re- 
peated and  clear,  that  there  was  a  universal  fover  of  curiosity  awakened 
among  the  people  of  the  Canaries,  and  it  waa  determmed  to  send  forth 
endlhef  expedition. 

That  they  might  not  appear  to  act  i<pon  light  grounds,  an  exact  invee- 

*  Sigeberto,  Epist.  ad  Tietmar.    Abbat 

t  Nanez  de  la  Pena.    Conqoist  de  la  Gran  Canaria. 

t  Ptolemy,  lib.  iv.  torn.  iv. 

^  fr.  D.  P&mpo,  lib.  viU,  lot.  35.        |  tiM,  U.  Can.,  Itib.  L  cap.  ^. 
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tigtAaa  was  ifnmtnOj  nMde  of  all  &e  peraoiie  of  talent  aod  rmttOky 
hHk)  had  aean  I|wb&  afiparitioiis  of  laad,  or  wbo  ImmI  odber  fntA  id  ila 


AloBSo  de  Eapiiioia,  gofvenor  of  the  iakuidof  Feno,  aec<»diii|^  i 
a  report,  m  i^deh  niOTe  than  (me  haodred  witpoeeoe,  levenl  of  Aem  per- 
eoMof^ie  Ugheet  MpectabUHy.depoeed  that  tfaey  ImmI 
iskiid  about  fort^  leagoaa  to  the  noMthweat  of  Feno ;  that  they  bad  con* 
templated  it  with  cahnijeea  and  eertaiiily^  and  had  aeea  the  bob  aet  hehiiid 
one  of  its  points. 

TestiiDOBlBla  of  still  greater  fotce  came  froaa  the  islaads  of  Palaa  aad 
Teneriffis.  There  were  eeitaiB  Portufveae  who  affirawd,  that,  beiaf 
driven  abovt  by  a  teakpest*  they  had  come  iiyon  tlM  iskiid  of  St  Botoadon. 
Pedro  VeUo,  who  was  the  pikA  of  the  vessd,  aflirmed,  that  havisg  ancfaovsd 
in  a  bay,  he  landed  with  seveial  of  the  crew.  They  drank  fresh  water  in 
a  bi^wk,  and  beheld  in  the  sancl  the  print  of  feolsteps,  donUe  the  sine  el 
those  uf  an  oidinaiy  man,  and  the  distance  betweoi  them  was  in  psopov- 
tion.  They  found  a  cross  nailed  to  a  neighboring  tree ;  neo*  to  which 
were  three  stones  plaeed  in  form  of  a  triangle,  with  Hrigi»of  ftns  having 
been  made  among  them,  probaUy  to  cook  idiell^^sh.  Having  seen  ranch 
eattle  and  sheep  gniing  in  the  mn^^borhood,  two  ot  their  party  armed 
with  lances  went  into  the  woods  in  pursuit  of  them.  The  night  waa 
appioaehing,  the  heavens  began  to  lower,  and  a  harsh  wind  arose.  The 
people  4M  board  the  ship  cried  out  that  she  was  dragging  her  anchor, 
whereupon  Velio  entered  the  beat  and  homed  on  board,  hk  an  instant 
they  lost  sight  of  land ;  being  as  it  were  swept  awaj  in  the  hurricane. 
MHien  the  storm  had  passed  away,  and  the  sea  and  sky  were  again  serene, 
they  searched  in  vain  for  the  island ;  not  a  trace  of  it  was  to  be  seen,  and 
they  had  to  pursue  their  voyage,  lamenting  the  loss  of  their  two  compan- 
ions who  had  been  abandoned  in  the  wood.'" 

A  learned  licentiate,  Pedro  Ortia  de  Funez,^  inquisitor  of  the  Grand 
Camay,  while  on  a  visit  at  Teneriffe,  summoned  several  persons  before 
him,  wbo  testified  having  seen  the  island.  Among  them  was  one  Marcos 
Verde,  a  man  well  known  in  those  parts.  He  stated  that  in  returning 
from  Barbary  and  arriving  in  the  neighbor|)ood  of  the  Canaries,  be  beheld 
land,  which,  according  to  his  maps  and  calculations,  could  not  be  any  of 
the  known  islands.    He  concluded  it  to  be  the  far-£uBed  St  Boroodon. 


•  Naiez  de  la  Pena^Ub.  L  cap.  1.    Vieim  Hist.  U.  Can  ,  Jom.  i*  cap.  98. 
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OwiJDyd  at  having  disoarered  tfas  land  of  myitorj,  ho  eoMtnl  aloog  iti 
spelMwvDd  shorea,  until  he  anohoted  in  a  beantiM  harbor  fenned  by  the 
month  of  a  moanteiB  ravine.  Here  he  landed  with  aevenl  of  his  crew. 
it  was  now,  he  said,  the  hoar  of  the  Ave  Maria,  or  of  vespers.  The  snn 
beittgset,  the  shadows  began  to  jprsad  over  the  kud.  The  voyagers  hav- 
ing separated,  wandered' about  in  different  directions,  nntfl  ont  of  heating 
•f  each  other's  shoots.  Those  on  board,  seeing  the  nigbt  approaching, 
nnde  signal  to  smnmon  back  the  wanderers  to  the  ship.  Tliey  re-em- 
baiked,  intending  to  lesame  their  investigations  on  the  following  day. 
Scareely  were  they  on  board,  however,  when  a  wfaMwlBd  came  mshing 
'dawn  the  imvine,  with  snch  vidence  as  to  drag  the  vessel  from  her  anchor, 
and  harry  her  out  to  sea ;  and  they  never  saw  any  tidng  tDon  of  this  hid- 
den and  inhospitable  ishmd. 

Another  testioieny  renudns  on  record  in  manoseript  of  one  Abrem 
Gahndo;  hot  whether  taken  at  this  time  does  not  appear.  It  was  that  of 
a  French  adventorer,  who,  many  years  before,  makfaig  a  voyage  among 
the  Canaries,,  was  overtaken  l^  a  violent  storm  which  carried  awi^  his 
masts.  At  length  the  fmrions  winds  drove  him  to  the  shores  of  an  nnknown 
ishmd  covered  with  stately  trees.  Here  he  landed  with  part  of  Us  crew, 
and  choosing  a  trse  proper  for  a  mast,  cot  it  down,  and  began  Id  shape  it 
fer  his  purpose.  The  guardian  power  of  the  island,  however,  resented  as 
usual  this  invasion  of  his  forbidden  shores.  The  heavens  assumed  a  dark 
and  threatening  aspect;  the  night  was  appreaching,  and  the  maiinerB, 
Isaring  some  impending  evil,  abandoned  tiielr  labor  and  returned  onboard. 
They  were  borne  away  as  usual  frem  the  eoast,  and  the  next  day  arrived 
attheishmdofPahna.'^ 

The  mass  of  testimony  collected  by  official  authority  fai  1760  seemed 
so  satisfiMStory,  that  another  eaqwdkian  vras  fitted  out  in  the  same  year  in 
the  island  of  Pahna.  It  was  commanded  by  Fernando  de  ViUabolos,  regi- 
dor  of  the  island ;  but  was  equally  fruitless  with  the  preceding.  St  Bo- 
roudon  seemed  disposed  only  to  tantalize  the  worid  with  distant  and  serene 
gtopses  of  his  ideal  paradise ;  or  to  reveal  it  amidst  storms  to  tempest- 
tossed  mariners,  but  to  hide  it  completely  from  the  view  of  all  who  dili- 
gently sought  it.  Stfll  the  people  of  Palma  adhered  to  their  favorite 
chimera.  Thirty-four  yeare  afterwards,  in  1605,  they  sent  another  ship 
on  the  ({uest,  commanded  by  Qaspar  Perez  de  Acosta,  an  accomplished 

•  Hones,  Conqoista  le  Onm  Canaria.    ▼iera,  VM.  4o» 
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pilot,  tiCcoiBfBA&A  hf  ^bn  ptAn  Loteitfo  PhiBdki^  s  holy  FreliciBcm  inur, 
•kilM  in  iwtoiil  sdenoe.  St  Bofoqdon,  howeveir,  nincd  to  reveal  !■§ 
islanci  to  eitliBr  monk  or  nMuriner.  After  cmiiii^  about  in  erery  nrectRNi) 
sooDdhig,  obBorving  tbe  akiefl,  the  ebiHb,  tke  winds,  ete^  thing  that 
ooolcl  fnmiafa  itidicalkiM,  they  returned  without  having  aeen  any  thing  to 
aotlhoiize  a  hope. 

Upwards  of  a  oentnry  now  ekpeed  without  oiy  nisw  attempt  to  seek 
this  fiiry  island.  Every  now  and  then,  ft  is  tme,  the  pobhc  oind  wan 
agitated  by  fresh  reports  of  its  having  been  seen.  Lemons  and  otiier 
froits,  and  the  green  branches  of  trees  which  floated  to  the  sboree  of 
Gromera  and  FerA>,  were  pronoonced  to  be  frond  the  encliamed  giovea  <st 
St  Borondon.  At  length,  in  1721,  the  paUic  infiitvalm  again  raao  to 
such  a  height  that  a  fourth  expedition  was  sent,  oommanJud  fay  Ikm 
Gaspar  Dondngues,  a  man  of  pft)fai(y  and  tiient  As  this  was  att  expedi- 
tion of  solemn  and  n^fsterious  import,  be  had  two  hely  friars  as  apoAofinl 
chapUins.  They  qMHle  sail  from  the  isbnd  of  Tenerifib  towards  the  end 
of  October,  leaving  the  populace  in  an  indescribable  stale  of  anxkma  cvl- 
osify  ndng^  with  superstition.  The  ship,  however,  returned  from  iIb 
cruise  as  dnsuooessful  as  aH  its  predecessors. 

We  hove  no  account  of  any  expedition  bemg  sinee  underferiten,  thoygh 
the  island  still  contiiAidd  to  be  a  autgeet  of  specidation,  and  occasioiialy  to 
reveal  its  shadowy  mountains  to  the  eyes  of  frvoted  individaais.  In  a 
letter  written  from  the  island  of  Gomera,  1760^  by -a  Franciscaii  monk.  Is 
one  of  his  friends,  he  relates  having  seen  it  from  the  village  of  Akxero 
at  six  in  the  morning  of  tiie  third  of  May.  It  appeared  to  consist  of  two 
lofty  mountains,  with  a  deep  valley  between ;  and  da  contemplating  it  with 
a  telescope,  the  valley  or  ravme  appeared  to  be  filled  with  trees.  He 
summoned  the  curate  Antonio  Joseph  Manrique,  and  vpwardi  of  fiorty 
other  persons,  all  of  whom  beheld  it  pkinly.'^ 

Nor  is  this  island  delineated  merely  in  ancirat  maps  of  the  thne  of 
Columbus.  It  is  laid  down  as  one  of  the  Canary  islands  in  a  French  map 
published  in  1704 ;  and  Mons.  Gautier,  in  a  geographical  chart,  annexed 
to  his  Observations  on  Natural  History,  published  in  1765,  places  it  five 
degrees  to  the  west  of  the  ishmd  of  Ferro,  in  the  a9th  deg.  of  N.  kti- 
tude.t 

Such  are  the  principal  fiusts  existing  relative  to  the  island  of  St 


•  Tiera.  Hist  ItL  Can.  ton.  1.  cap.  98.        1  Idsia. 
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No.  XXVI. 

THE   ISLAND    OP  THE   SEVEN   CITIES. 

One  of  the  popular  traditions  concerning  the  ocean,  which  were  current 
during  the  time  of  Columbus,  was  tha^  of  the  Island  of  the  Seven  Cities. 
It  was  recorded  in  an  ancient  legend,  that  at  the  time  of  the  conquest  ot 
Spain  and  Portugal  by  the  Moors,  when  the  inhabitants  fled  in  every  di- 
rection to  escape  from  slavery,  seven  bishops,  followed  by  a  great  number 
of  their  people,  took  shipping  and  abandoned  themselves  to  their  fate,  oo 
the  high  seas.  After  tossing  about  for  some  time,  they  landed  on  an  un- 
known island  in  the  midst  of  the  ocean.  Here  the  bishops  bur^t  the  ships, 
to  prevent  the  desertion  of  their  fc^owers,  and  founded  seven  citie& 
Various  pilots  of  Portugal,  it  was  said,  had  reached  that  island  at  diJQTerent 
times,  but  had  never  returned  to  give  any  information  concerning  it,  hav- 
ing been  detained,  according  to  subsequent  accounts,  by  the  successors  of 
the  bishops  to  prevent  pursuit.  At  length,  according  to  coomioB  report, 
at  the  time  that  prince  Henry  of  Portugal  was  prosecuting  his  discoveries, 
several  seafaring  men  presented  themselves  one  day  before  him,  and  stated 
that  they  had  just  returned  from  a  voyage,  in  the  course  of  which  they 
had  landed  upon  this  island.  The  inhabitants,  they  said,  spoke  their  lan- 
guage, and  carried  them  immediately  to  church,  to  ascertain  whether  they 
were  Catholics,  and  were  rejoiced  at  finding  them  of  the  true  faith.  They 
then  made  earnest  inquiries,  to  know  whether  the  Moors  still  retained 
possession  of  Spain  and  Portugal.  While  part  of  the  crew  were  at  church, 
the  rest  gathered  sand  on  the  shore  for  the  use  of  the  kitchen,  and  found 
to  their  surprise  that  one-third  of  it  was  gold.  The  islanders  were  anxious 
that  the  crew  should  remain  with  them  a  few  days,  until  the  return  of 
their  governor,  who  was  absent ;  but  the  mariners,  afraid  of  being  detained, 
embarked  and  made  sail.  Such  was  the  story  they  told  to  prince  Henry, 
hoping  to  receive  reward  for  their  intelligence.  The  -prince  expressed 
diipleasure  at  their  hasty  departure  from  the .  island,  and  ordered  them  to 
return  and  procure  further  information ;  but  the  men,  apprehensive,  no 
doubt,  of  having  the  falsehood  of  their  tale  discovered,  made  their  escape, 
and  nothing  more  was  heard  of  them.* 

*  Hist,  del  Almirante,  cap.  10. 
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translated  into  French  and  published  in  Paris,  in  1671.  The  French  trans- 
lator had  retrenched  the  ornaments  but  scmpuloosly  retained  the  fiicta. 
The  story  however  is  cherished  in  the  island  of  Madeira,  where  a  painting 
in  illustration  of  it  is  still  to  be  seen.  The  following  is  the  purport  of  the 
French  translation :  I  have  not  been  able  to  procure  the  original  of  Alca- 
forado. 

During  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Third  of  England,  a^ young  man  of 
great  courage  and  talent,  named  Robert  Macham,  fell  in  love  with  a  young 
lady  of  rare  beyiuty,  of  the  name  of  Anne  Dorset  She  was  his  superior 
in  birth,  and  of  a  proud  and  aristocratic  family ;  but  the  merit  of  Macham 
gained  him  the  [deference  over  all  his  rivals.  The  family  of  the  jroung 
lady,  to  prevent  her  making  an  inferior  alliance,  obtained  an  order  from  the 
king  to  have  Macham  arrested  and  confined,  until  by  arbitrary  means  they 
married  his  mistress  to  a  man  of  quality.  As  soon  as  the  nuptials  were 
celebrated,  the  nobleman  conducted  his  beautiful  and  aflBicted  bride  to  h» 
seat  near  Bristol.  Macham  was  now  restored  to  liberty.  Indignant  at 
the  wrongs  he  had  suffered,  and  certain  of  the  affections  of  his  mistress, 
he  prevaUed  upon  several  friends  to  assist  him  in  a  project  for  the  gratifi- 
cation of  his  love  and  his  revenge.  They  followed  hard  on  the  traces  of 
the  new  married  couple  to  Bristol.  One  of  the  friends  obtained  an  intro- 
duction into  the  family  of  the  nobleman  in  quality  of  a  groom.  He  found 
the  young  bride  full  of  tender  recollections  of  her  lover,  and  of  dislike  to 
the  husband  thus  forced  upon  her.  Through,  the  means  of  this  friend, 
Macham  had  several  communications  with  her,  and  concerted  means  for 
their  escape  to  France,  where  they  might  enjoy  their  mutual  love  unmo- 
lested. 

When  all  things  were  prepared,  the  young  lady  rode  out  one  day  ac- 
companied only  by  the  fictitious  groom,  under  pretence  of  taking  the  air. 
No  sooner  were  they  out  of  sight  of  the  house,  than  they  galloped  to  an 
appointed  place  on  the  shore  of  the  channel,  where  «  boat  awaited  them. 
They  were  conveyed  on  board  a  vessel  which  lay  with  anchor  a-trip,  and 
saUs  unfurled,  ready  to  put  to  sea.  Here  the  lovers  were  once  more 
united.  Fearful  of  pursuit,  the  ship  immediately  weighed  anchor ;  they 
made  their  way  rapidly  along  the  coast  of  Cornwall,  and  Macham  antici- 
pated the  triumph  of  soon  landing  with  his  beautiful  prize  on  the  shores 
of  gay  and  gallant  France.  Unfortunately  an  adverse  and  stormy  wind 
arose  in  the  night ;  at  daybreak  they  found  themselves  out  of  sight  of  land. 
The  mariners  were  ignorant  and  inexperienced ;  they  knew  nothing  of  the 
compass,  and  it  was  a  time  when  men  were  unaccustomed  to  traverse  the 
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dings.  She  now  considered  them  about  to  be  accomplished,  and  her  Ikxtot 
was  so  great  as  to  deprive  her  of  speech ;  she  expired  in  three  days  with- 
out uttering  a  word. 

Macham  was  struck  with  despair  at  beholding  the  tragical  end  of  this 
tender  and  beautiful  being.  He  upbraided  himself,  in  the  transports  of  his 
grief,  with  tearing  her  from  her  home,  her  country,  and  lier  friends,  to 
perish  upon  a  savage  coast  All  the  eflforts  of  his  companions  to  coBSole 
him  were  in  vain.  He  died  within  five  di^rs,  broken-hearted ;  begging,  as 
tk  last  request,  that  his  body  might  be  interred  beside  that  of  his  mistress, 
at  the  foot  of  A  rustic  altar  which  they  had  erected  under  the  great  tree. 
They  set  up  a  large  wooden  cross  on  the  spot,  on  which  was  placed  an 
inscription  written  by  Macham  himself,  relating  in  a  few  words  his  piteoos 
adventure,  and  praying  any  Christians  who  might  arrive  there,  to  build  a 
chapel  in  the  place  dedicated  to  Jesus  the  Saviour. 

After  the  death  of  tl^ir  commander,  his  followers  consulted  about 
means  to  escape  from  the  island.  The  ship's  boat  remained  on  the  shoro. 
They  repaired  it  and  put  it  in  a  state  to  bear  a  voyage,  and  then  made  sail, 
intending  to  return  to  England.'  Ignorant  of  their  situation,  and  carried 
about  by  the  winds,  they  were  cast  upon  the  coast  of  Morocco,  where, 
their  boat  being  shattered  upon  the  rocks,  they  were  captured  by  the 
Moors  and  thrown  into  prison.  Here  they  understood  that  theirshtp  had 
shared  the  same  fate,  having  been  driven  from  her  anchorage  in  the  tem- 
pest, and  carried  to  the  same  inhospitable  coast,  where  all -her  crew  w^e 
made  prisoners.  .     . 

The  prisons  of  Morocco  were  in  those  days  filled  with  captives  of  all 
nations,  taken  by  their  cruisers.  Here  the  English  prisoners  met  with  an 
experienced  pilot,  a  Spaniard  of  Seville,  named  Juan  de  Morales.  He 
listened  to  their  story  with  great  interest ;  inquired  into  the  situation  and 
description  of  the  island  they  had  discovered ;  and,  subsequently,  on  his 
redemption  from  prison,  communicated  the  circumstances,  it  is  said,  to 
prince  Henry  of  Portugal. 

There  is  a  difficulty  in  the  above  narrative  of  Alcaforado  in  reconciling 
dates.  The  voyage  is  said  to  have  taken  place  during  the  reign  of 
Edward  III,  which  commenced  in  1327  and  ended  in  1378.  Morales,  to 
whom  the  English  communicated  their  voyage,  is  said  to  have  been  in  the 
service  of  the  Portuguese,  in  the  second  discovery  of  Madeira,  in  1418 
and  1420.  Even  if  the  voyage  and  imprisonment  had  taken  place  in  the 
last  year  of  king  Edward's  reign,  this  leavesa  space  of  forty  years. 

Hacluyt  gives  an  aooount  of  •  the  same  voyage,  taken  &om  ADtonio  Gal- 
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BB  Indian  slave,  given  htm  by  his  father,  who  had  received  him  fram 
Columbus.  When  IsabeUa,  in  her  transport  of  virtuous  indignatioD, 
ordered  the  Indian  slaves  to  be  sent  back  to  tiieir  country,  this  one  was 
taken  from  Las  Gasas.  The  young  man  was  aroused  by  the  circom* 
stance,  and,  on  considering  the  nature  of  the  case,  became  inflamed  with 
a  zeal  in  &vor  of  the  unhappy  Indians,  which  never  cooled  thronghoot  a 
long  and  active  life.  It  Was  excited  to  tenfold  fervor,  when,  at  about  th» 
age  of  twenty-eight  years,  he  accompanied  the  commander  Ovando  to 
Hispanida  in  1602,  and  wait  an  eye-witness  to  many  of  the  crud  scenes 
which  took  place  under  his  administration.  The  whole  of  his  future  life, 
a  space  exceeding  sixty  years,  was  devoted  to  vindicating  the  cause,  and 
endeavoring  to  meliorate  the  sufferings  of  the  natives.  As  a  missionary, 
he  traversed  the  wUdemess  of  the  New  World  in  various  directimis, 
seeking  to  convert  and  civilize  them ;  as  a  protector  and  champion,  he 
made  several  voyages  to  Spain,  vindicated  their  Wrongs  before  courts  and 
monarchs,  wrote  volumes  in  their  behalf,  and  exhibited  a  zeal,  and  con- 
stancy, and  intrepidity  worthy  of  an  apostle.  He  died  at  th^  advanced 
age  of  ninety-two  years,  and  was  buried  at  Madrid,  in  the  church  of  the 
Dominican  convent  of  Atocha,  of  which  fraternity  he  was  a  member^ 

Attempts  have  been  made  to  decry  the  consistency,  and  question  ^  the 
real  philanthropy  of  Las  Casas,  in  consequence  of  one  of  the  expedients 
to  which  he  resorted  to  relieve  the  Indians  from  the  cruel  bondage  im- 
posed upon  them.  This  occurred  in  1517,  when  he  arrived  in  Spain,  on 
one  of  his  missions,  to  obtain  measures  in  their  fevor  from  the  govern- 
ment On  his  arrival  in  Spain,  lie  found  cardinal  Ximenes,  who  had 
been  left  regent  on  the  death  of  king  Ferdinand,  too  ill  to  attend  to  his 
affiiirs.  He  repaired,  therefore,  to  Valladolid,  where  he  awaited  the 
coming  of  the  new  monarch  Charles,  ardhduke  of  Austria,  afterwards 
the  emperor  Charles  V.  He  had  strong  opponents  to  encounter  in 
various  persons  high  in  authority,  who,  holding  estates  and  repartimientos 
in  the  colonies,  were  interested  in  the  slavery  of.  the  Indians.  Among 
these,  and  not  the  least  animated,  was  the  bishop  Fonseca,  president  of 
the  council  of  the  Indies. 

At  length  the  youthful  sovereign  arrived,  accompanied  by  various 
Flemings  of  his  court,  particularly  his  grand  chancellor,  doctor  Juan 
de  Selvagio,  a  learned  and  upright  man,  whom  he  consulted  on  all  affidrs 
of  administration  and'justice.  Los  Casas  soon  became  intimate  with  the 
cltanceilor,  and  stood  high  in  his  esteem ;  but  so  much  opposition  arose  on 
every  side  that  he  found  his  various  propositions  for  the  relief  of  the  na 
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and  even  with  having  originated  this  inhuman  traffic  in  the  New  Warid. 
Thia  last  is  a  grievous  charge;  but  historical  facts  and  dates  re- 
move the  original  sin  from  his  door,  and -prove  that  the  practice  existed  in 
the  colonies,  and  was  authorized  by  rojral  decree,  long  befofe  he  took  a 
part  in  the  question. 

Los  Casas  did  not  go  to  the  New  World  until  1502.  By  a  royal  or- 
dinance passed  in  1501,  negro  slaves  were  permittM  to  be  taken  tiiere, 
provided  they  had  been  bom  among  Christians.*  By  a  letter  written  by 
Ovando,  dated  1503,  it  appears  that  there  were  numbers  in  the  island  of 
Hispaniola  at  that  time,  and  he  entreats  that  ncme  more  might  be  permitted 
to  be  brought. 

In  1506  the  Spanish  government .  forbade  the  introduction  of  negro 
slaves  from  the  Levant,  or  those  brought  up  with  the  Moors ;  and  stipu- 
lated that  none  should  be  taken  to  the  colonies  but  those  from  Seville, 
who  had  been  instructed  in  the  Christian  fiiith,  that  they  might  contribute  to 
the  conversion  of  the  Indians.f  In  1510,  king  Ferdinand,  being  informed 
of  the  physical  weakness  of  the  Indians,  Ordered  fifty  Africans  to  be 
sent  from  Seville  to  labor  in  the  mines.^  In  151 1,  he  ordered  th&t  a  great 
number  should  be  procured  from  Guinea,  and  transported  to  Hispaniola, 
understanding  that  one  negro  could  perform  the  work  of  four  Indians.} 
In  1512  and  '13  he  signed  further  orders  relative  to  the  same  subject.  In 
1516,  Charles  V  granted  licenses  to  the  Flemings  to  import  negroes  to 
the  colonies.  It  was  not  until  the  year  1517,  that  Las  Casas  gave  his 
sanction  of  the  traffic.  It  already  existed,  and  he  countenanced  it  solely 
with  a  view  to  having  the  hardy  Africans  substituted  for  the  feeble  In- 
dians. It  waa  advocated  at  the  same  time,  and  for  the  same  reasons,  by 
the  Jeronimite  friars,  who  were  missionaries  in  the  colonies.  The  motives 
of  Las  Casas  were  purely  benevolent,  though  founded  on  erroneous  no- 
tions of  justice.  He  thought  to  permit  evil  that  good  might  spring  out  of 
it ;  to  choose  between  two  existing  abuses,  and  to  eradicate  the  greater  by 
resorting  to  the  lesser.  His  reasoning,  however  fallacious  it  may  be,  was 
considered  satisfactory  and  humane  by  some  of  the  most  learned  and  be- 
nevolent men  of  the  age,  among  whom  was  the  cardinal  Adrian,  after- 
wards elevated  to  the  papal  chair,  and  characterized  by  gentleness  and  hu- 
manity.   The  traffic  was  permitted ;  inquiries  were  made  as  to  the  nom- 


*  Herrera,  Hist.  Ind.,  d.  ii.  lib.  iii,  cap.  8.        t  Idem,  d.  L  lib.  vi,  cap.  90. 
t  Idem,  d.  L  lib.  viii  cap.  9.        i  Idem,  d.  i.  Jib.  ix.  cap.  5. 
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her  of  fllavee  required,  which  was  limited  to  four  thouaand,  and  the  Flem- 
iugs  obtained  a  monopoly  of  the  trade,  which  they  afterwards  formed  out 
to  the  Genoese. 

Dr.  Robertson,  in  noticing  this  afSiir,  draws  a  contrast  between  the  coo- 
duct  of  the  cardinal  Ximen^  and  that  of  Las  Casas,  strongly  to  the  disad- 
vantage of  the  latter.  '*The  cardinal,"  he  observes,  ''when  solicited  to 
encourage  this  conmierce,  peremptorily  rejected  the  proposition,  because 
he  perceived  the  iniquity  of  reducing  one  race  of  men  to  slavery,  when  he 
was  consulting  about  the  means  of  restoring  liberty  to  another ;  but  Las 
Casas,  from  the  inconsistency  natural  to  men  who  hurry  with  headlong 
impetuosity  towards  a  favorite  point,  was  incapable  of  making  this  distinc- 
tion. In  the  wumth  of  his  zeal  to  save  the  Americans  from  the  yoke,  he 
pronounced  it  to  be  lawful  and  expedient  to  impose  one  still  heavier  on 
the  Africans."* 

This  distribution  of  praise  and  censure  is  not  perfectly  correct  Las 
Casas  had  no  idea  that  he  was  imposing  a  heavier,  nor  so  heavy,  a  yoke 
upon  the  Africans.  The  latter  were  considered  more  capable  of  labor,  and 
less  impatient  of  slavery.  While  the  Indians  sunk  under  their  tasks,  and 
perished  by  thousands Jn  Hispaniola,  the  negroes,  on  the  contrary,  thrived 
there.  Henrera,  to  whom  Dr.  Robertson  refers  as  his  authority,  assigns  a 
different  motive,  and  one  of  mere  finance,  for  the  measures  of  cardinal 
Ximenes.  He  says  that  he  ordered  that  no  one  should  take  negroes  to  the 
Indies,  because,  as  the  natives  were  decreasing,  and  it  was  known  that 
one  negro  did  more  work  than  four  of  them,  there  would  probably  be  a 
great  demand  for  African  slaves,  and  a  tribute  might  be  imposed  upon  the 
trade,  from  which  would  result  profit  to  the  royal  treasury.f  This  meas- 
ure was  presently  after  carried  into  effect,  though  subsequent  to  the  death 
of  the  cardinal,  and  licenses  were  granted  by  the  sovereign  for  pecuniary 
considerations.  Flechier,  in  his  life  of  Ximenes,  assigns  another  but  a 
mere  political  motive  for  this  prohibition.  The  cardinal,  he  says,  objected 
to  the  importation  of  negroes  into  the  colonies,  as  he  feared  they  would 
corrupt  the  natives,  and  by  confederacies  with  them  render  them  formida- 
ble to  government    De  Marsdier,  another  biographer  of  Ximenes,  gives 

*  Robertson,  Hist.  America,  p.  3. 

t  Porqoe  como  iban  ^tando  los  Indies  i  se  conocia  que  on  negro  tiabajaba, 
mas  que  qaatro,  por  lo  qaal  habia  gran  dem  anda  de  elloe,  parecia  que  se  podia 
poner  algon  tribute  en  la  saca,  de  que  resoltaria  provecho  a  la  Rl.  Hacienda. 
Herrera,  decad.  ii.  lib.  ii.  cap.  8. 
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equally  politic  reasons  for  this  prohibitiou.  He  cites  a  letter  written  by 
the  canHnal  on  the  subject,  in  which  he  obeenred  that  he  knew  the  natoro 
of  the  negroes ;  they  were  a  people  capable,  it  was  true,  of  great  fatigue, 
but  extremely  prolific  and  enterprising ;  and  that  if  they  had  time  to  multi- 
ply in  America,  they  would  infallibly  revolt,  and  impose  on  the  Spaniards 
the  same  chains  which  they  had  compelled  them  to  wear.*  These  fiicts, 
while  they  take  from  the  measure  of  the  cardinal  that  credit  for  exclusive 
philanthropy  which  has  been  bestowed  upon  it,  manifest  the  clear  foresigbt 
of  that  able  politician ;  whose  predictions  with  respect  to  negro  revdt  have 
been  so  strikingly  fulfilled  in  the  island  of  Hispanida. 

Cardinal  Ximenes,  in  fact,  though  a  wise  and  upright  statesman,  was 
not  troubled  with  scruples  of  conscience  pn  these  questions  of  natural 
right ;  nor  did  he  possess  more  toleration  than  his  contemporaries  towards 
savage  and  infidel  nations.  He  was  ^rand  inquisitor  of  Spain,  and  was 
very  efficient  during  the  latter  years  of  Ferdinand  in  making  slaves  of  the 
refractory  Moors  of  Granada.  He  authorized,  by  express  instructions^ 
expeditions  to  seize  and  enslave  the  Indians  of  the  Caribbee  islands,  whom 
he  termed  only  suited  to  labor,  enemies  of  the  Christians,  and  cannibak. 
Nor  will  it  be  ccmsidered  a  prooof  of  gentle  or  tolerant  policy,  that  he 
introduced  the  tribunal  of  the  inquisition  into  the  New  World.  These 
circumstances  are  cited  not  to  cast  reproach  upon  the  character  of  cardinal^ 
Ximenes,  but  to  show  how  incorrectly  he  has  been  extolled  at  the  expense 
of  Las  Casas.  Both  of  them  must  be  judged  in  connection  with  the  cus- 
toms and  opinions  of  the  age  in  which  they  lived. 

Las  Casas  was  the  author  of  many  works,  but  few  of  which  have  been 
printed.  The  most  important  is  a  general  history  of  the  Indies,  from  the 
discovery  to  the  year  1620,  in  three  volumes.  It  exists  only  in  manu- 
script, but  is  the  fountain  from  which  Herrera,  and  most  of  the  other  his- 
torians of  the  New  World,  have  drawn  large  supplies.  The  work,  though 
prolix,  is  valuable,  as  the  author  was  an  eye-witness  of  many  of  the  facts, 
had  others  from  persons  who  were  concerned  in  the  transactions  recorded, 
and  possessed  copious  documents.  It  displays  great  erudition,  though- 
somewhat  crudely  and  diffusely  introduced.  His  history  was  commenced 
in  1527,  at  fifty-three  years  of  age,  and  was  finished  in  1559,  when  eighty- 
five.  As  many  things  are  set  down  from  memory,  there  is  occasional 
maccuracy,  but  the  whole  bears  the  stamp  of  sincerity  and  truth.    The 

•  De  Manolier,  Hist,  da  Ministcrc  Cardinal  Ximenes,  lib.  vi.  Toulouse, 
1694. 
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diency  of  pnbliBhiiig  it ;  for  in  1560  he  made  a  note  widi  his  own  hand, 
which  is  preserved  in  the  two  first  yoltunes  of  the  original,  mentioning 
that  he  left  them  in  confidence  to  tiie  -college  of  the  order  of  Predicators 
of  St.  Gregorio,  in  Valladolid,  hegging  of  its  prelates  tliat  no  secular  per- 
son, nor  even,  the  collegians,  should  be  j[)erniitted  to  read  his  history  for  the 
space  of  forty  years ;  and  that  after  tliat  term  it  mi^t  be  printed  if  con- 
sistent with  the  good  of  the  Indies  and  of  Spain.* 

For  the  foregoing  re&son  the  work  has  been  cautiously  used  by  Span- 
ish historians,  passing  over  in  silence,  or  with  brief  notice,  many  passages 
of  disgraceful  import  This  feeling  is  natural,  if  not  commendable ;  for 
the  world  is  not  prompt  to  discriminate  between  individuals  and  the  nation 
of  whom  they  are  but  a  part  The  laWs  and  regulations  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  newly-discovered  countries,  and  the  decisions  of  the  council 
of  the  Indies  on  all  contested  points,  though  tmctured  in  some  degree  with 
the  bigotry  of  the  age,  were  distinguished  for  wisdom,  justice  and  humanity, 
.and  do  honor  to  the  Spanish  nation.  It  was  only  in  the  abuse  of  them  by 
individuals  to  whom  the  execution  of  the  laws  was  intrusted,  that  these 
atrocities  were  committed.  It  should  be  remembered,  also,  that  the  same 
nation  which  gave  birth  to  the  sanguinary  and  rapacioits  adventurers  who 
perpetrated  these  cruelties,  gave  birth  likewise  to  the  early  missionaries,iike 
Las  Casas,  who  followed  the  sanguinary  course  of  discovery,  binding  up 
the  wounds  inflicted  by  their  countrymen ;  men  who  in  a  truly  evangelictd 
spirit  braved  all  kinds  of  perils  and  hardships,  and  even  death  itself  not 
through  a  prospQct  of  temporal  gain  or  glor^,  but  through  a  desire  to  me- 
liorate the  condition  and  save  the  souls  df  barbarous  and  suflfbring  nations. 
The  dauntless  enterprises  and  fearful  peregrinations  of  many  of  these 
virtuous  men,  if  properly  appreciated,  would  be  found  to  vie  in  romantic 
daring  with  the  heroic  achievements  of  chivalry,  with  motives  of  a  purer 
and  far  more  exalted  nature. 

*  Navarrete,  Colec.  de  Viag.,  tom.  i.  p.  Izzv. 
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while  the  sddan  was  still  carrying  on  a  similar  negotiation  with  the  pope. 
They  afterwards  sent  Peter  Martyr  ambassador  to  the  soldan  to  explain 
and  justify  their  measure.  Martyr  discharged  the  duties  of  his  embassy 
with  great  ability ;  obtained  permission  from  the  soldan  to  repair  the  holy 
places  at  Jerusalem,  and  an  abolition  of  various  extortions  to  which  Chris- 
tian pilgrims  had  been  subjected.  While  on  this  embassy,  he  wrote  his 
work  De  Legatione  Babylonica,  which  includes  a  history  of  Egypt  in 
those  times. 

On  his  return  to  Spain,  he  was  rewarded  with  places  and  pensions, 
and  in  1524  was  appointed  a  minister  of  the  council  of  the  Indies.  His 
principal  work  is  an  account  of  the  discoveries  of  the  New  World,  in 
eight  decades,  each  containing  ten  chapters.  They  are  styled  Decades 
of  the  New  World,  or  Decades  of  the  Ocean,  and,  like  all  his  other  works, 
were  originally  written  in  Latin,  though  since  translated  into  various  lan- 
guages. He  had  familiar  access  to  letters,  papers,  journals,  and  narratives 
of  the  early  discoverers,  and  was  personally  acquainted  wil^  many  of  them, 
gathering  particulars  from  their  conversation.  In  writing  his  Decades,  he 
took  great  pains  to  obtain  information  from  Columbus  himself,  and  from 
others,  his  companions. 

In  one  of  his  epistles,  (No.  153,  January,  1494,  to  Pomponius  Lsetus,) 
he  mentions  having  just  received  a  letter.from  Columbus,  by  which  it  ap- 
pears he  was  in  correspondence  with  him.  Las  Casas  says  that  great 
credit  is  to  be  given  to  him  in  regard  to  those  voyages  of  Columbus, 
although  his  Decades  contain  some  inaccuracies  relative  to  subsequent 
events  in  the  Indies.  Mufioz  allows  him  great  credit,  as  an  author  con- 
temporary with  his  subject,  grave,  well  cultivated,  instructed  in  the  facts 
of  which  he  treats,  and  of  entire  probity.  He  observes,  however,  that  his 
writings  being  composed  on  the  spur  or  excitement  of  the  moment,  often 
related  circumstances  which  subsequently  ph)ved  to  her  erroneous ;  that 
they  were  written  without  method  orTcare,  often  confusing  dates  and 
events,  so  that  they  must  be  read  with  some  caution. 

Martyr  was  in  the  daily  habit  of  writing  letters  to  distinguished  per- 
sons, relating  the  passing  occurrences  of  the  busy  court  and  age  in  which 
he  lived.  In  several  of  these  Columbus  is  mentioned,  and  also  some  of 
the  chief  events  of  his  voyages,  as  promulgated  at  the  very  moment  of 
his  return.  These  letters  not  being  generally  known  or  circulated,  or 
frequently  cited,  it  may  be  satis&ctory  to  the  reader  to  have  a  few  of  the 
main  passages  which  relate  to  Columbus.  They  have  a  striking  efiect  in 
carrytng  us  back  to  the  very  time  of  the  iiiscoveries. 
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The  woikleTB  of  this  terrestrial  globe,  loond  which  the  sun  makes  a  circuit 
in  the  space  of  four  and  twenty  hours,  have,  until  our  time,  as  you  are  well 
aware,  been  known  only  in  regard  to  one  hemisphere,  merely  from  the 
Gdden  ChersoDesus  to  our  Spanish  Gades.  The  rest  has  been  given  up 
as  unknown  by  cosmographers,  and  if  any  mention  of  it  has  been  made,  it 
has  been  slight  and  dubious.  But  now,  O  blessed  enterprise !  under  the 
auspices  of  our  sovereigns,  what  has  hitherto  lain  hidden  since  the  first 
origin  of  things,  has  at  length  begun  to  be  develq)ed.  The  thing  has  thus 
occurred — attend,  illustrious  prince !  A  certain  Christopher  Columbus,  a 
ligurian,  dispatched  to  those  regions  with  three  vesseb  by  my  sovereigns, 
pursuing  the  western  sun  above  &ve  thousand  miles  from  Gades,  achieved 
his  way  to  the  antipodes.  Three  and  thirty  successive  days  they  navi- 
gated with  nou^  but  sky  and  water.  At  length  from  the  mast-head  of 
the  largest  vessel,  in  which  Columbus  himself  sailed,  those  on  the  look- 
out proclaimed  the  sight  of  land.  He  coasted  along  mx  islands,  one  of 
them,  as  all  his  followers  declare,  beguiled  perchance  by  the  novelty  of  the 
icene,  is  larger  than  Spain." 

Martyr  proceeds  to  give  the  usual  account  of  the  productions  of  the 
islands,  and  the  manners  and  customs  of  the  natives,  particularly  the  wars 
which  occurred  among  them ;  ^  as  if  meum  and  tuum  had  been  introduced 
among  them  as  among  us,  and  expensive  luxuries,  and  the  desire  of 
accumulating  wealth;  for  what,  you  will  think,  can  be  the  wants  of 
naked  men  ?"  ^  What  fiuther  may  succeed,"  he  adds,  '*  I  will  hereafter 
signify.    Farewell."* 

■  In  another  letter,  dated  Valladolid,  February  1, 1494,  to  Hernando  de 
Talavera,  archbishop  of  Granada,  be  observes,  *^  The  king  and  queen,  on 
the  return  of  Columbus  to  Barcelona,  from  his  honorable  enterprise, 
appointed  him  admiral  of  the  ocean  sea,  and  caused  him,  on  account  of  his 
illustrious  deeds,  to  be  seated  in  their  presence,  an  honor  and  a  fiivor,  as 
you  know,  the  hi^^iest  with  our  sovereigns.  They  have  dispatched  him 
again  to  those  regions,  furnished  with  a  fleet  of  eighteen  ships.  There  is 
prospect  of  great  discoveries  at  the  western  antarctic  antipodes.f "    *  *  * 

In  a  subsequent  letter  to  Pomponius  Letus,  dated  from  Alcala  de 
Henares,  December  9th,  1494,  he  gives  the  first  news  of  the  success  of 
this  expedition. 

"  Spain,"  says  he,  **  is  spreading  her  wings,  augmenting  her  empire, 
and  extending  her  name  and  glory  to  the  antipodes.*    *    *    *    Of 

*  Opus  Epitt.  p.  Martyris  Aoglerii«  Bpist.  135.        t  Idem^-Epislt  141. 
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with  the  worid.  He  is  a  fountain  from  which  othas  draw,  and  from 
which,  with  a  little  precaution,  they  may  draw  aecurely.  He  died  in  Val- 
ladolid,  in  1526. 


No.  XXX. 

OTIEDO. 

GoNZALO  Ferkahdez  de  Oviedo  t  Vaij)es,  commonly  known  as  Ovi- 
edo,  was  bom  in  Madrid  in  1478,  and  died  in  Valladdid  in  1557,  aged 
seventy-nine  years.  He  was  of  a  noUe  Asturian  family,  and  in  his  boy- 
hood (in  1490)  was  appointed  one  of  the  pages. to  prince  Juan,  heir  ap- 
parent of  Spain,  the  only  son  of  Ferdinand  and  Isabella.  He  was  in  this 
situation  at  the  time  of  the  siege  and  surrender  of  Granada,  was  conse- 
quently at  court  al  the  time  that  Columbus  made  his  agreement  with  the 
Catholic  sovereigns,  and  was  in  the  same,  capacity  at  Barcelona,  and  wit- 
nessed the  triumphant  entrance  of  the  discoverer,  attended  by  a  number 
of  the  natives  of  the  newly  found  countries. 

In  1513,  he  was  sent  out  to  the  New  World  by  Ferdinand,  to  superin- 
tend the  gold  foundries.  For  nuiny  years  he  served  there  in  various  offices 
of  trust  and  dignity,  both  under  Ferdinand,  and  his  grandson  abd  successor 
Charles  V.  In  1535,  he  was  made  alcayde  of  the  fortress  of  St  Domin- 
go in  Hispaniola,  and  afterwards  was  appointed  historiographer  of  the 
Indies.  At  the  time  of  his  death,  he  had  served  the  crown  upwards  of 
forty  years,  thirty-four  of  which  were  passed  in  the  colonies,  and  he  had 
crossed  the  ocean  eight  times,  as  he  mentions  in  various  parts  of  his  wri- 
tings. He  wrote  several  works  *,  the  most,  important  is  a  chronicle  of  the 
Indies  in  fifty  books,  divided  into  three  parts.  The  first  part,  containing 
nineteen  books,  was  printed  at  Seville  in  1535,  and  reprinted  in  1547  at 
Salamanca,  augmented  by  a  twentieth  book  containing  shipwrecks.  The 
remainder  of  the  work  exists  in  manuscript  The  printing  of  it  was  com- 
menced at  Valladolid  in  1557,  but  was  discontinued  in  consequence  of  his 
death.    It  is  one  of  the  unpublished  treasures  of  Spanish  colonial  history. 

He  was  an  indefatigable  writer,  laborious  in.  collecting  and  recording 
facts,  and  composed  a  multitude  of  volumes  which  are  scattered  through 
the  Spanish  libraries.    His  writings  are  full  of  events  which  happened 
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therein  sererBl  chapters  recording  certain  events  and  achievements  which 
had  taken  place  in  his  time ;  and  mf  grandmother  his  widow,  mfIio  was 
very  old,  hearing  me  read  them  said  to  me, '  And  thou,  my  son,  since  thoa 
art  not  slothful  in  writing,  why  doet  thou  not  write,  in  this  manner,  the 
good  things  whidh  are  happening  at  present  in  thy  own  day,  that  those 
who  come  hereafter  may  know  them,  and  marveling  at  what  tbey  read 
may  render  thanks  to  God.' 

^  From  that  time,"  continues  he,  ^  I  proposed  to  do  so,  and  as  I  con- 
sidered the  matter,  I  said  often  to  myself,  *  if  God  gives  me  life  and  health 
I  will  continue  to  write  until  I  behold  the  kingdom  of  Granada  gained  by 
the  Christians ;'  and  I  always  entertained  a  hope  of  seeing  it,  and  did  see 
it :  great  thanks  and  praises  be  given  to  our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ !  And 
because  it  was  impossible  to  write  a  complete  and  connected  account  of 
all  things  that  happened  in  Spain,  during  the  matrimonial  Union  of  the 
king  Don  Ferdinand,  and  the  queen  Dofia  Isabella,  I  wrote  only  about 
certain  of  the  most  striking  and  remarkable  evMits,  of  which  I  had  correct 
information,  and  of  those  which  I  saw  or  which  were  public  and  notorious 
to  all  men."* 

The  work  of  the  worthy  curate,  as  may  be  inferred  from  the  foregoing 
statement,  is  deficient  in  regularity  of  plan ;  the  style  is  artless  and  often 
inelegant,  but  it  abounds  in  facts  not  to  be  met  with  elsewhere,  often 
given  in  a  very  graphical  manner,  and  strongly  characteristic  of  the  times. 
As  he  was  contemporary  with  the  events  and  famiUar  with  many  of  the 
persons  of  his  history,  and  as  he  was  a  man  of  probity  and  void  of  all  pre- 
tension, his  manuscript  is  a  document  of  high  authenticity.  He  was  much 
respected  in  the  limited  sphere^in  which  he  moved,  *<  yet,". says  one  of  his 
admirers,  who  wrote  a  Bhait  preface  to  his  chronicle,  "•  he  had  no  other 
leward  than  that  of  the  curacy  of  Los  Pakcios,  and  the  place  of  chaplain 
to  ths  arcUnshop  Don  Diego^Deza." 

In  the  possesinon  of  O.  Rich,  Esq.,  of  Madrid,  is  a  veiy  curious  manu- 
script chronicle  of  the  reign  of  Ferdinand  and  Isabella  already  quoted  in 
this  work,  made  up  from  this  history  of  the  curate  of  Los  Palacios,  and 
from  various  other  historians  of  the  times,  by  some  contemporary  writer. 
In  his  account  of  the  voyage  of  Columbus,  he  differs  in  some  trivial  par- 
ticulars from  the  regular  copy  of  the  manuscript  of  die  curate.  These 
variations  have  been  carefully  exammed  by  the  author  of  this  work,  and 
wherever  they  appear  to  be  for  the  better,  have  been  adopted. 


*  Cora  de  Iob  Palados,  cap.  7. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


48t  APPENDIX. 


mty  have  helped  himself  freely  ih>in  the  mannscript  of  Martyr,  he  moat 
have  had  other  sources  of  information.  His  description  of  the  person  of 
Columbus  as  a  man  tali  of  stature  and  large  of  frame,  of.  a  ruddy  com- 
plexion and  oUong  visage,  is  not  copied  from  Martyr,  nor  from  any  other 
writer.  No  historian  had,  indeed,  preceded  him,  except  Sabellicu^  in 
1604 ;  and  the  portrait  agrees  with  that  subsequently  given  of  Colombos 
in  the  biography  written  by  his  son. 

It  is  probable  that  this  narrativei  which  appeared  only  a  year  after  the 
death  of  Columbus,  was  a  piece  of  literary  job-work,  written  for  the 
collection'  of  voyages  published  at  Vicenn ;  and  that  the  materials  were 
taken  from  oral  communication,  from  the  account  given  by  Sabellicus, 
and  particularly  from  the  manuscript  copy  of  Marty's  first  decade. 


No.  xxxin. 

ANTONIO   DE  flSRRERA. 


AmxHno  Herbeba  de  Tordssillas,  one  of  the  authors  most  frequently 
cited  in  this  work,  was  bom  in  1666,  of  Roderick  TordesiUas,  and  Agones  dc 
Herrera,  his  wife.  He  received  an  excellent  education,  and  entered  into 
the  employ  of  Vespasian  Gonzago,  brother  to  the  duke  of  Mantua,  who 
was  viceroy  of  Naples  ibr  Philip  the  Second  of  Spain.  He  was  for  some 
time  secretary  to  this  statesman,  and  intrusted  with  all  his  secrets.  He 
was  afterwards  grand  historiographer  of  the  Indies  to  Philip  11,  who  added 
to  that  title  a  large  pension.  He  wrote  various  books,  but  the  most  cele- 
brated is  a  Greneral  History  of  the  Indieis,  or  American  Colonies,  in  four 
volumes,  containing  eight  decades.  When  he  undertook  this  work,  all 
the  public  archives  were^rown  open  to  him,  and  he  had  access  to  docu- 
ments of  all  kinds.  He  has  been  charged  with  great  precipitation  in  the 
production  of  his  two  first  volumes,  and  with  negligence  in  not  making 
sufficient  use  of  the  indisputable  sources  of  information  thus  phiced 
within  his  reach.  The  fact  was,  that  he  met  with  historical  tracts  lying 
in  manuscript,  wliich  embraced  a  great  part  of  the  first  discoveries,  and 
•he  contented  hunself  with .  stating  events  as  he  found  them  therein 
recorded.  It  is  certain  that  a  great  part  of  his  work  is  little  more  than  a 
transcript  of  the  manuscript  history  of  the  Indies  by  Las  Casas,  sdtaie- 
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ttmee  redadng  and  improving  the  language  when  tnnnld ;  omitting  the 
impassioned  sallies  of  the  zealous  father,  when  the  wrongs  of  the  Indians 
were  in  question ;  and  snppressiiig  various  circumstances  degrading  to 
the  character  of  the  Spanish  discoverers.  The  author  of  the  present 
work  has,  therefore,  frequently  put  aside  the  history  of  Herrera,  and 
consulted  the  source  of  his  information,  the  manuscript  history  of  Las 
Casas. 

Muiloz  observes,  that  **  in  general  Herrera  did  little  more  than  join 
together  morsels  and  extracts,  taken  from  various  parts,  in  the  way 
that  a  writer  arranges  chronologically  the  materials  from  which  he 
intends  to  compose  a  history ;"  he  adds,  that  "  had  not  Herrera  been  a 
learned  and  judicious  man,  the  precipitation  with  which  he  put  together 
these  materials  would  have  led  to  innumerable  errors."  The  remark  is 
just ;  yet  it  is  to  be  considered,  that  to  select  and  arrange  such  mate- 
rials judiciously,  ^and  treat  them  learnedly,  was  no  trifling  merit  in  the 
historian. 

Herrera  has  been  accused  also  of  flattering  his  nation ;  exafting  the 
deeds  of  his  countrymen,  and  softening  and  concealing  their  excesses. 
There  is  nothing  very  serious  in  this  accusation.  To  illustrate  the  glory 
of  his  nation  is  one  of  the  noblest  offices  of  the  historian ;'  and  it  is  difficult 
to  speak  too  hi^y  of  the  extraordinary  enterprises  and  splendid  actions 
of  the  Spaniards  in  those  days.  In  softening  their  excesses  he  fell  into 
an  amiable  and  pardonable  error,  if  it  were  indeed  aa  error  for  a  Spanish 
writer  to  endeavor  to  sink  them  in  oblivion. 

Vossins  passes  a  high  eulogium  on  Herrera.  **  No  one,"  he  says, 
**  has  described  wi^  greater  industry  and  fidelity  the  magnitude  and  boun- 
daries of  provinces,  the  tracts  of  sea,  positions  of  capes  and  islands,  of 
ports  and  harbors,  the  windings  of  rivers  and  dimensions  of  lakes ;  the 
situation  and  peculiarities  of  regions,  with  the  appearance  of  the  heavens, 
and  the  designation  of  places  suitable  for  the  establishment  of  cities.'* 
He  has  been  called  among  the  Spaniards  the  prince  of  the  historians  of 
America,  aiMl  it  is  added  that  none  have  risen'  since  his  time  capable  of 
dispntmg  with  him  that  title.  Much  of  this  praise  will  appear  exaggera- 
ted by  such  as  examine  the  manuscript  histories  from  which  he  transferred 
chapters  and  entire  books,  with  very  little  alteration,  to  his  volumes ;  and 
a  great  part  of  the  eulogiums  passed  on  him  for  his  work  on  the  Indies, 
will  be  found  really  due  to  Las  Casas,  who  has  too  long  been  eclipsed 
by  his  copyist  Still  Herrera  has  left  voluminous  proofs  of  industrious 
reeearch,  extensive  information  and   great  literary  talent    His  works 
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bear  ths  mark  of  candor,  integrity,  and  a  sinoere  desire  to  record  the 
trntfa. 

H«  died  in  1625,  at  sixty  years  of  age,  after  having  obtained  from 
Philip  IV  the  promise  of  the  first  charge  of  secretary  of  state  that  should 
become  vacant 


No.  XXXIV. 

BISHOP  FON8BOA. 

The  singular  malevolence  displayed  by  bishop  Juan  Rodrignet  de  Fooseca 
toward  Columbus  and  his  family,  and  which  was  one  of  the  secret  and 
principal  causes  of  their  misfortunes,  has  been  frequently  noticed  in  the 
course  of  this  work.  It  originated,  as  has  been  shown,  in  some  dispute 
between  tke  admiral  and  Fonseca  at  Seville  in  1493,  on  account  of  the 
-delay  in  fitting  out  the  armament  for  the  second  voyage,  and  in  regard  to 
the  number  of  domestics  to  form  the  household  of  the.admiraL  Fonseoa 
received  a  letter  from  the  sovereigns,  tacitly  reproving  him,  and  ordering 
him  to  show  all  possible  attention  to  the  wishes  of  Cdnmbus,  and  to  see 
that  he  was  treated  with  honor  and  deference.  Fonseca  never  forgot  this 
afiVont,  and,  what  with  him  was  the  same  thing,  never  forgave  it.  His 
spirit  appears  tor  have  been  of  that  unhealthy  kind  which  has  none  of  the 
balm  of  forgiveness ;  and  in  which,  a  wound  once  made,  for  ever  rankles. 
The  hostility  thus  produced  continued  with  increasing  virulence  through- 
owt  the  life  of  Columbus,  and  at  his  death  was  transferred  to  his  son  and 
successor.  This  persevering  animosity  has  been  illustrated  in  the  course 
of  this  work  by  facts  and  observations,  cited  from  authors,  some  of  them 
contemporary  with  Fonseca,  but  who  were  apparently  restrained  by  mo- 
tives of  prudence,  from  giving  full  vent  to  the  indignation  which  they 
evidently  felt.  Even  at  the  present  day,  a  Spanish  historian  would  be 
cautious  of  expressing  his  feelings  freely  on  the  subject,  lest  they  shoukl 
prejudice  his  work  in  the  eyes  of  the  ecclesiastical  censoi^  of  the  press. 
In  this  way,  bishop  Fonseca  has  in  a  great  measure  escaped  the  general 
odium  his  conduct  merited. 

This  prelate  had  the  chief  superintendence  of  Spanish  colonial  afibirs, 
both  under  Ferdinand  and  Isabella,  and  the  emperor  Charles  V.    He  was 
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on  active  and  intrepid,  but  selfish,  overbearing  and  perfidious  man.  Ifis 
administration  bears  no  marks  of  enlarged  and  liberal  policy ;  but  is  fall 
of  traits  of  arrogance  and  meanness.  He  opposed  the  benevolent  attempts 
of  Las  Casas  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  the  Indiana,  and  to  obtain  the 
abolition  of  repartimientos ;  treating  him  with  personal  haoghtiness  and 
asperity.*  The  reason  assigned  is  that  Fonseca  was  enriching  himself 
by  those  very  abases,  retaining  large  numbers  of  the  miserable  Indians  in 
slavery,  to  work  on  his  possessions  in  the  colonies. 

To  show  that  his  character  has  not  been  judged  with  undue  severity, 
it  is  expedient  to  point  out  his  invidious  and  persecuting  conduct  towards 
Hernando  Cortez.  The  bishop,  while  ready  to  fost^  rambling  adventu- 
rers who  came  forward  under  his  patronage,  had  never  the  head  or  the 
heart  to  appreciate  the  merits  of  iUnstrious  commanders  like  Cdumbos 
and  Cortez. 

At  a  time  when  disputes  arose  between  Cortez  and  Diego  Velazquez, 
governor  of  Cuba,  and  the  latter  sought  to  arrest  the  conqueror  of  Mexico 
in  the  midst  of  his  brilliant  career,  Fonseca,  with  entire  disregard  of  the 
merits  of  the  case,  took  a  decided  part  in  favor  of  Velazquez.  Personal 
interest  was  at  the  bottom  of  this  favor ;  for  a  marriage  was  negotiating 
between  Velazquez  and  a  sister  of  the  bishop.f  Complaints  and  misrepre- 
sentations had  been  sent  to  Spain  by  Velazquez  of  the  conduct  of  Cortez, 
who  was  represented  as  a  lawless  and  unprincipled  adventurer,  attempting 
to  usurp  absolute  authority  in  New  Spain.  The  true  services  of  Cortez 
had  already  excited  admiration  at  court,  but  such  was  the  influence  of 
Fonseca,  that,  as  in  the  ca9e  of  Columbus,  he  succeeded  in  prejudicing  the 
mind  of  the  sovereign  against  one  of  the  most  meritorious  of  his  subjects. 
One  Christoval  de  Tapia,  a  man  destitute  of  talent  or  character,  but  whose 
greatest  recommendation  was  bis  having  been  in  the  employ  of  the  bishop,| 
was  invested  with  powers  similar  to  those  once  given  to  Bobadilla  to  the 
prejudice,  of  Columbus.  He  was  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  Cortez,  and 
in  case  he  thought  fit,  to  seize  him,  sequestrate  his  property,  and  supersede 
him  in  command.  Not  content  with  the  regular  official  letters  furnished  to 
Tapia,  the  bishop,  shortly  after  his  departure,  sent  out  Juan  Bono  de 
Quexo  with  blank  letters  signed  by  his  own  hand,  and  with  others  directed 
to  various  persons,  charging  them  to  admit  Tapia  for  governor,  and  assuring 

*  Herrera,  decad.  ii.  lib.  ii.  cap.  3. 

t  Herrera,  Hist.  Ind.,  decad.  iii..lib.  iv.  cap.  3. 

I  Idem,  decad.  ilL  lib.  i.  cap.  15. 
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tbem  thftt  tiie  khig  considered  the  conduct  of  Cortez  as  disloyal.  Nothing 
bat  the  sagacity  and  firmness  of  Cortex  prevented  this  measure  fhxn  com- 
fdetely  interrupting,  if  not  defeating  his  enterprises ;  and  he  afterwards 
declared,  that  he  liad  experienced  more  trouble  and  difficulty  from  the 
menaces  and  affixmts  of  the  ministers  of  the  king  than  it  cost  him  to  con- 
quer Mexico.* 

Wlien  the  dispute  between  Cortez  and  Velazquez  came  to  be  decided 
upon  in  Spain,  in  1522,  the  father  of  Cortez,  and  those  who  had  come 
from  New  Spain  as  his  procurators,  obtained  permission  from  cardinal 
Adrian,  at  that  time  governor  of  the  realm,  to  prosecute  a  public  accusation 
of  the  bishop.  A  regular  investigation  took  place  before  the  council  of 
the  Indies  of  their  allegations  against  its  president  They  charged  him  with 
having  publicly  declared  CtHtez  a  traitor  and  a  rebel :  with  having  inter- 
cepted and  suppressed  his  letters  addressed  to  the  king,  keeping  his 
majesty  in  ignorance  of  their  contents  and  of  the  important  services  he 
had  performed,  while  he  diligently  forwarded  all  letters  calculated  to  pro- 
mote the  interest  of  Velazquez :  with  havmg  prevented  the  representations 
of  Cortez  from  being  heard  in  the  council  of  the  Indies,  declaring  that 
they  should  never  be  heard  there  whUe  he  lived :  with  having  interdicted 
the  forwarding  of  arms,  merchandise  and  reinforcements,  to  New  Spain : 
and  with  having  issued  orders  to  the  office  of  the  India  House  at  Seville 
to  arrest  the  procurators  of  Cortez  and  all  persons  arriving  from  him,  and 
to  seize  and  detain  all  gold  that  they  should  bring.  These  and  various 
other  charges  of  similar  nature  were  dispassionately  investigated.  Enough 
were  substantiated  to  convict  Fonseca  of  the  most  partial,  oppressive  and 
perfidious  conduct,  and  the  cardinal  consequently  forbade  him  to  interfere 
in  the  cause  between  Cortez  and  Velazquez,  and  revoked  all  the  orders 
which  the  bishop  had  issued,  in  the  matter,  to  the  India  House  of  SeviUe. 
Indeed  Salazar,  a  Spanish  historian,  says  that  Fonseca  was  totally  divested 
of  his  authorit]^  as  president  of  the  council,  and  of  all  control  of  the  affiurs 
of  New  Spain,  and  adds  that  he  was  so  mortified  at  the  blow,  that  it  brought 
on  a  fit  of  illness,  which  well  nigh  cost  him  his  life.f 

The  suit  between  Qortez  and  Velazquez  was  referred  to  a  special  tribu- 
nal, composed  of  the  grand  chancellor  and  other  persons  of  note,  and  was 
decided  in  1622.  The  influence  arid  intrigues  of  Fonseca  being  ho  longer 
of  avail,  a  triumphant  verdict  was  given  in  favor  of  Cortez,  which  was 

•  Herrera,  Hist.  Ind.,  decad.  ili.  lib.  iv.  cap.  3. 
t  Salazar,  Conq.  de  Mexico,  lib.  i.  cap.  2. 
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No.  XXXV. 

OF  THE   BrrUATION   OF  THE   TERRESTRIAL   PARAJ>I8E. 

The  speculations  of  Columbus  on  the  situation  of  the  tenestrial  paradifle, 
extravagant  as  they  may  appear,  were  such  as  have  occupied  many  grave 
and  learned  men.  A  slight  notice  of  their  opinions  on  this  curious  sub- 
ject may  be  acceptable  to  the  general  reader,  and  may  take  from  the 
apparent  wildness  of  the  ideas  expressed  by  Columbus. 

The  abode  of  our  first  parents,  was  anciently  the  subject  of  amdouB 
inquiry ;  and  indeed  mankind  have  always  been  pTX)ne  to  fncture  some 
place  of  perfect  felicity,  where  the  imagination,  disappointed  in  the  coarae 
realities  of  life,  might  revel  in  an  Elysium  of  its  own  creation.  It  is  an  idea 
not  confined  to  our  religion,  but  is  found  in  the  rude  creeds  of  the  most 
savage  nations,  and  it  prevailed  generally  among  the  ancients.  The 
speculations  concerning  the  situation  of  the  garden  of  Eden,  resemble 
those  of  the  Greeks  concerning  the  garden  of  the  Hesperides ;  that  region 
of  delight,  which  they  for  ever  placed  at  the  most  remote  verge  of  the 
known  world ;  which  their  poets  embellished  with  all  the  charms  of  fic- 
tion ;  after  which  they  were  continually  longing,  and  which  they  could 
never  &id.  At  one  time  it  vcras  in  the  Grand  Qasis  of  Arabia.  The  ex- 
hausted travelers,  after  traversing  the  parched  and  sultry  desert,  hailed 
this  verdant  spot  with  rapture ;  they  refreshed  themselves  under  its  shady 
bowers,  and  beside  its  cooling  streams,  as  the  crew  of  a  tempest-tost  vessel 
repose  on  the  shores  of  some  green  island  in  the  deep;  and  from  its 
being  thus  isolated  in  the  midst  of  an  ocean  of  sand,  they  gave  it  the  name 
of  the  Island  of  the  Blessed.  As  geographical  kno\dedge  increased,  the 
situation  of  the  Hesperian  gardens  was  continually  removed  to  a  greater 
distance.  It  was  transferred  to  the  borders  of  the  great  Syrtis,  in  the 
nei^borhood  of  Mount  Atlas.  Here,  after  traversing  the  fri^tful  deserts 
of  Barca,  the  traveler  found  himself  in  a  £ur  and  fertile  country,  watered 
by  rivulets  and  gushing  fountains.  The  oranges  and  citrons  transported 
hence  to  Greece,  where  they  were  as  yet  unknown,  delighted  the  Athe- 
nians by  their  golden  beauty  and  delicious  flavor,  and  they  tbougfat  that 
none  but  the  garden  of  the  Hesperides  could  produce  such  glorious  fruits. 
In  this  way  the  happy  region  of  the  ancients  wnB  transported  from  place 
to  place,  still  in  the  remote  and  obscure  extremity  of  the  worid,  until  it 
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cooraes  were  given  to  the  Tigris  and  the  Euphrates,  passing  onder  tha 
Red  Sea,  until  they  sprang  forth  in  Armenia,  as  if  just  issuing  from  one 
coounon  source.  So  also  those  who  placed  the  terrestrial  paradise  in 
islands,  supposed  that  the  rivers  which  issued  from  it,  and  formed  those 
heretofore  named,  either  traversed  the  surface  of  the  sea,  as  fresh  water, 
hy  its  greater  lightness,  may  float  above  the  salt;  or  that  they  flowed 
through  deep  veins  and  channels  of  the  earth,  as  the  fountain  of  Arethusa 
was  said  to  sink  into  the  ground  in  Greece,  and  rise  in  the  island  of  Sidly, 
while  the  river  Alpheus  pursuing  it,  but  with  less  perseveiaDce,  rose 
somewhat  short  of  it  in  the  sea. 

Some  contended  that  the  deluge  had  destroyed  the  garden  of  Ekien,  and 
altered  the  whole  face  of  the  earth ;  so  that  the  rivers  had  changed  their 
beds,  and  had  taken  difierent  directions  from  those  menticMied  in  Genesis ; 
others,  however,  amongst  whom  was  St  Augustine,  in  his  commentary 
upon  the  book  of  Grenesis,  maintained  that  the  terrestrial  paradise  still 
existed,  with  its  original  beauty  and  delights,  but  that  it  was  inaccessible 
to  mortals,  being  on  the  summit  of  a  mountain  of  stupendous  height, 
reaching  into  the  third  region  of  the  air,  and  approaching  the  moon ;  being 
thus  protected  by  its  elevation  fttxn  the  ravages  of  the  deluge. 

By  some  this  mountain  was  placed  under  the  equinoctial  line ;  or  under 
that  band  of  the  heavens  metaphorically  called  by  the  ancients  "  the  table 
of  the  sun,"*  comprising  the  space  between  the  tropics  of  Cancer  and 
Capricorn,  beyond  which  the  sun  never  passed  in  his  annual  course. 
Here  would  reign  a  uniformity  of  nights  and  days  and  seasons,  and  the 
elevation  of  the  mountain  would  raise  it  above  the  heats  and  storms  of  the 
lower  regions.  .Others  transported  the  garden  beyond  the  equinoctial  line 
and  placed  it  in  the  southern  hemisphere ;  supposing  that  the  torrid  zone 
might  be  the  flaming  sword  appointed  to  defend  its  entrance  against  mor- 
tals. They  had  a  fanciful  train  of  argument  to  support  their  theory.  They 
observed  that  the  terrestrial  paradise  must  be  in  the  noblest  and  happiest 
part  of  the  globe ;  that  part  must  be  under  the  noblest  part  of  the  heavens ; 
as  the  merits  of  a  place  do  not  so  much  depend  upon  the  virtues  of  the 
earth,  as  upon  the  happy  influences  of  the  stars  and  the  favoraUe  and 
benign  aspect  of  the  heavens.  Now,  according  to  philosophers,  the  world 
was  divided  into  two  hemispheres.  The  southern  they  considered  the 
head,  and  the  northern  the  feet,  or  under  part ;  the  right  hand  the  east, 
whence  commenced  the  movement  of  the  primum  mobile,  and  the  left  the 

»  Herodot.  lib.  iii    Virg.  Georg.  i.    Pomp.  Mela,  lib.  iii.  cap.  10. 
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ture  on  the  joys  of  this  sacred  abode,  elevated  to  the  third  regioo  of  the 
air,  and  under  the  happiest  skies.  There  a  pare  and  never-failing  pleasme 
is  furnished  to  every  sense.  The  eye  delights  in  the  admirable  clearness 
of  the  atmosphere,  in  the  verdure  and  beauty  of  the  trees,  and  the  never- 
withering  bloom  of  the  flowers.  The  ear  is  regaled  with  the  singing  of 
the  birds,  the  smell  with  the  aromatic  odors  of  the  land.  In  like  manner 
the  other  senses  have  each  their  peculiar  enjoyments.  There  the  vicissi- 
tudes of  the  seasons  are  unknown  and  the  climate  unites  the  fruitfnlness 
of  summer,  the  joyful  abundance  of  autumn,  and  the  sweet  freshness  and 
quietude  of  spring.  There  the  earth  is  always  green,  the  flowers  are 
ever  blooming,  the  waters  limpid  and  delicate,  not  rushing  in  rude  and 
turbid  torrents,  but  swelling  up  in  crystal  fountains,  and  winding  in  peace- 
ful and  silver  streams.  There  no  harsh  and  boisterous  winds  are  per- 
mitted to  shake  and  disturb  the  air,  and  ravage  the  beauty  of  the  groves, 
there  prevails  no  melancholy,  nor  darksome  weather,  no  drowning  rain, 
nor  pelting  hail ;  no  forked  lightning,  nor  rending  and  resounding  tfann- 
der ;  no  wintry  pinching  cold,  nor  withering  and  panting  summer  heat ; 
nor  any  thing  else  that  can  give  pain  or  sorrow  or  annoyance,  but  all  is 
bland  and  gentle  and  serene ;  a  perpetual  youth  and  joy  reigns  throaghont 
all  nature,  and  nothing  decays  and  dies. 

Tbe  same  idea  is  given  by  St  Ambrosius,  in  his  book  on  Paradise,*  an 
author  likewise  consulted  and  cited  by  Columbus.  He  wrote  in  the  fourth 
century,  and  his  touching  eloquence,  and  graceful  yet  vigorous  style,  in- 
sured great  popularity  to  his  writings.  Many  of  these  opinions  are  cited 
by  Glanville,  usually  called  Bartholomeus  Anglicus,  in  his  work  £>e  Pro- 
prietatibus  Renim ;  a  work  with  which  Columbus  was  evidently  acquainted. 
It  was  a  species  of  encyclopedia  of  the  general  knowledge  current  at  the 
time,  and  was  likely  to  recommend  itself  to  a  curious  and  inquiring  voya- 
ger. This  author  cites  an  assertion  as  made  by  St  Basilius  and  St  Am- 
brosius, that  the  water  of  the  fountain  which  proceeds  from  the  garden 
of  Eden  falls  into  a  great  lake  with  such  a  tremendous  noise  that  the 
inhabitants  of  the  neighborhood  ar?  bom  deaf;  and  that  from  this  lake 
proceed  the  four  chief  rivers  mentioned  in  Genesis.! 

•  St  Ambroe.  Opera.    Edit  Coignard.    Parisiis.  MDCXC. 

t  Paradisos  autem  in  Oriente,  in  altiasimo  monte,  de  cajos  cacomine  caden- 
t«8  aqno;,  mazimam  faciunt  lacum,  que  in  suo  casu  tantom  faciunt  strepitom  et 
fragorem,  qaod  omnes  incol»,  juxta  predictqp:i  lacom,  nascontor  sordi,  ez  im- 
modcrato  sonitu  sea  fragore  sensam  aaditas  in  parvalis  corrampente.     Ut  dieii 
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WILL    OF   COLUMBUS. 

In  the  name  of  the  Most  Holy  Trinity,  who  inspired  me  with  the  idea,  and 
afterwards  made  it  perfectly  clear  to  me,  that  1  could  navigate  and  go  to 
t^  Indies  from  Spain,  by  traversing  the  ocean  westwardly;  which  I 
communicated  to  the  king,  Don  Ferdinand,  and  to  the  queen,  Dofia  Isa- 
bella, our  sovereigns ;  and  they  were  pleased  to  furnish  me  the  necessary 
equipment  of  men  and  ships,  and  to  make  me  their  admiral  over  the  said 
ocean,  in  all  parts  lying  to  the  west  of  an  imaginary  line,  drawn  from  pole 
to  pole,  a  hundred  leagues  west  of  the  Cape  de  Verd  and  Azore  iskinds ; 
also  appobting  me  their  viceroy  and  governor  over  all  continents  and 
islands  that  I  might  discover  beyond  the  said  line  westwardly ;  with  the  right 
of  being  succeeded  in  the  said  offices  by  my  eldest  son  and  his  heirs  for 
ever ;  and  a  grant  of  the  tenth  part  of  all  things  found  in  the  said  jurisdic- 
tion ;  and  of  all  rents  and  revenues  arising  from  it ;  and  the  eighth  of  all 
the  lands  and  every  thing  else,  together  with  the  ^alaiy  corresponding  to 
my  rank  of  admiral,  viceroy,  and  governor,  and  all  other  emoluments 
accruing  thereto,  as  is  more  fully  expressed  in  the  title  and  agreement 
sanctioned  by  their  highnesses. 

And  it  pleased  the  Lord  Almighty,  that  in  the  year  one  thousand  four 
hundred  and  ninety-t^*o,  I  should  discover  the  continent  of  the  Indies  and 
many  islands,  among  them  Hispaniola,  which  the  Indians  call  Ayte,.  and 
the  Monicongos,  Cipango.  I  then  returned  to  Castile  to  their  highnesses, 
who  approved  of  my  undertaking  a  second  enterprise  for  farther  discoveries 
and  settlements ;  and  the  I/)rd  gave  me  victory  over  the  inland  of  Hispa- 
niola, which  extends  six  hundred  leagues,  and  I  conquered  it  and  made  it 
tributary ;  and  I  discovered  many  islands  inhabited  by  cannibals,  and  seven 
hundred  to  the  west  of  Hispaniola,  among  which  is  Jamaica,  which  we  call 
Santiago ;  and  three  hundred  and  thirty-three  leagues  of  continent  fitxn 
south  to  west,  besides  a  hundred  and  seven  to  the  north,  which  I  discov- 
ered in  my  first  voyage,  together  with  many  islands,  as  may  more 
clearly  be  seen  by  my  letters,  memorials,  and  maritime  charts.  And  as 
we  hope  in  God  that  before  long  a  good  and  great  revenue  will  be  derived 
from  the  above  islands  and  continent,  of  which,  for  the  reasons  aforesaid, 
belong  to  me  the  tenth  and  the  eighth,  with  the  salaries  and  emoluments 
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now  is,  and  those  that  may  succeed  in  the  holy  church,  that  if  it  diould 
happen  that  this  my  will  and  testament  has  need  of  his  holy  order  and  com- 
mand for  its  fulfiUment,  that  such  order  be  issued  in  virtue  of  obedioice, 
and  under  penalty  of  excommunication,  and  that  it  shall  not  be  in  any  wise 
disfigured.  And  I  also  pray  the  king  and  queen,  our  sovereigns,  and  their 
eldest-bom,  Prince  Don  Juan,  our  lord,  and  their  successors,  for  the  sake 
of  the  services  I  have  done  them,  and  because  it  is  just,  that  it  may  please 
them  not  to  permit  this  my  will  and  constitution  of  my  entailed  estate  to  be 
any  way  altered,  but  to  leave  it  in  the  form  and  manner  which  I  have  or- 
dained, for  ever,  for  the  greater  glory  of  the  Almighty,  and  that  it  may  be 
the  root  and  basis  of  my  lineage,  and  a  memento  of  the  services  I  have 
rendered  their  highnesses ;  that,  being  b(»m  in  (jenoa,  I  came  over  to  serve 
them  in  Castile,  and  discovered  to  the  west  of  Terra  Firma,  the  Indies  and 
islands  before  mentioned.  I  accordingly  pray  their  highnesses  to  order  that 
this  my  privilege  and  testament  be  held  valid,  and  be  executed  sunmiaiily 
and  without  any  opposition  or  demur,  according  to  tiielett^.  I  also  pray 
the  grandees  of  the  realm  and  the  lords  of  the  council^  and  all  others  having 
administration  of  justice,  to  be  pleased  not  to  suffer  this  my^wiU  and  tes- 
tament to  be  of  no  avail,  but  to  cause  it  to  be  fulfilled  as  by  me  ordained ; 
it  being  just  that  a  noble,  who  has  served  the  king  and  queen,  and  the 
kingdom,  should  be  respected  in  the  disposition  of  his  estate  by  wiD,  tes- 
tament, institution  of  entail  or  inheritance,  and  that  the  same  be  not  in- 
fringed either  in  whole  or  in  part. 

In  the  first  place,  my  son  Don  Diego,  and  all  my  successors  and 
descendants,  as  well  as  my  brothers  Bartholomew  and  Diego,  shall  bear 
my  anns,  such  as  I  shall  leave  them  after  my  days,  without  inserting  any 
thing  else  in  them  i  and  they  shall  be  their  seal  to  seal  withal.  Don 
Diego  my  son,  or  any  other  who  may  inherit  this  estate,  on  coming  into 
possession  of  the  inheritance,  shaU  sign  with  the  signature  which  I  now 
make  use  of,  which  is  an  X  with  an  S  over  it,  and  an  M  with  a  Rcnnan  A 
over  it,  and  over  that  an  S,  and  then  a  Greek  Y,  with  an  S  over  it,  with 
its  lines  and  points  as  is  my  custom,  as  may  be  seen  by  my  signatures,  of 
which  there  are  many,  and  it  will  be  seen  by  the  present  one. 

He  shall  only  write  "  the  Admiral,"  whatever  other  titles  die  king 
may  have  conferred  on  him.  This  is  to  be  understood  as  respects  his 
signature,  but  not  the  enumeration  of  his  titles,  which  he  can  make  at  full 
length  if  agreeable,  only  the  signature  is  to  be  **the  Admiral." 

The  said  Don  Diego,  or  any  other  inheritor  of  this  estate,  shall  possess 
my  offices  of  admiral  of  the  ocean,  which  is  to  the  west  of  an  imaginary 
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mew,  who,  as  well  as  his  hein,  are  to  have  the  million  or  the  part  that  may 
be  wantini;. 

Item :  The  said  Don  Diego  or  Don  Bartholomew  ^hall  make,  oat  of 
the  said  estate,  for  my  brother  Diego,  such  provision  as  may  enable  fatm 
to  live  decently,  as  he  is  my  Intither,  to  whom  I  assign  no  particular  sum, 
as  he  has  attached  himself  to  the  church,  and  that  will  be  given  him 
which  is  ri^t :  and  this  to  be  given  him  in  a  mass,  and  before  any  thing 
shall  have  been  received  by  Ferdinand  my  scm,  or  Bartholomew  my  brother, 
or  their  heirs,  and  also  according  to  the  amount  of  the  income  of  the 
estate.  And  in  cose  of  discord,  the  case  is  to  be  referred  to  two  of  our 
relations,  or  other  men  of  honor ;  and  should  they  disagree  among  them- 
selves, they  will  choose  a  third  person  as  arbitrator,  bemg  virtuous  and  not 
distrusted  by  either  party. 

Item  :  All  this  revenue  which  I  bequeath  to  Bartholomew,  to  Ferdi- 
nand, and  to  Diego,  shall  be  delivered  \o  and  received  by  them  as  prescribed 
under  the  obligation  of  being  &ithful  and  loyal  to  'Diego  my  son,  or  his 
heirs,  they  as  well  as  their  children :  and  should  it-  appear  that  they,  or 
any  of  them,  had  proceeded  against  him  in  any  thing  touching  his  honoa, 
or  the  prosperity  of  the  DBunily,  or  of  the  estate,  either  in  word  or  deed, 
whereby  might  come  a  scandal  and  debasement  to  my  family,  and  a  detri- 
ment to  my  estate ;  in  that  case,  nothing  farther  shall  be  given  to  them  or 
him,  from  that  time  forward,  inasmuch  as  they  are  always  to  be  fiuthful  to 
Diego  and  to  his  successors. 

Item :  As  it  was  my  intention,  when  I  first  instituted  this  entailed 
estate,  to  dispose^  or  that  my 'son  Diego  should  dispose  for  me,  of  the  tenth 
part  of  the  income  in  favor  of  necessitous  persons,  as  a  tithe,  and  in  com- 
memoration of  the  Almighty  and  Eternal  God ;  and  persisting  still  in  this 
opinion,  and  hoping  that  his  High  Majesty  will  assist  me,  and  those  who 
may  inherit  it,  in  this  or  the  New  World,  I  have  resolved  that  the  said 
tithB  shall  be  paid  in  the  manner  following : 

First — ^It  is  to  be  understood  that  the  fourth  part  of  the  revenue  of  the 
estate  which  I  have  ordained  and  directed  to  be  given  to  Don  Bartholo- 
mew, till  he  have  an  income  of  one  million,  includes  the  tenth  of  the 
whole  revenue  of  the  estate ;  and  that'  as  in  proportion  as  the  income  of 
my  brother  Don  Bartholomew  shall  increase,  as  it  has  to  be  discounted 
from  the  revenue  of  the  fourth  part  of  the  entailed  estate,  that  the  said 
revenue  shall  be  calculated,  to  know  how  much  the  tenth  part  amounts 
to ;  and  the  part  which  exceeds,  what  is  necessary  to  make  up  the  millioa 
for  Don  Bartholomew  shall  be  received  by  such  of  my  family  as  may  mo^ 
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stand  in  need  of  it,  discounting  it  from  said  tenth,  if  their  income  do  not 
amount  to  fifty  thousand  maravadises ;  and  should  any  of  these  come  to 
have  an  income  to  this  amount,,  such  a  part  shall  be  awarded  them  as  two 
persons,  chosen  for  the  purpose,  may  detennine  along  with  Don  Diego,  or 
his  heirs.  Thus,  it  is  to  be  understood  that  the  million  which  I  leave  to 
Don  Bartholomew  comprehends  the  tenth  of  the  whole  revenue  of  the 
estate ;  which  revenue  .is  to  be  distributed  among  my  nearest  and  most 
needy  relations  in  the  manner  I  have  directed ;  and  when  Don  Bartholo- 
mew have  an  ineome  of  one  million,  and  that  nothing  more  shall  be  due- 
to  him  on  account  of  said  fourth  part,  then,  Don  Diego  my  son,  or  the 
person  who  may  be  in  possession  of  the  estate,  along  with  the  two  other 
persons  which  I  shall  herein  point  out,  shall  inspect  the  accounts,  and  so 
direct,  that  the  tenth  of  the  revenue  shall  still  continue  to  be  paid  to  the 
most  necessitous  members  of  my  family  that  may  be  found  in  this  or  any 
other  quarter  of  the  world,  who  shall  be  diligently  sought  out ;  and  they 
are  to  be  paid  out  of  the  fourth  part  from  which  Don  Bartholomew  is  to 
derive  his  million ;  which  sums  are  to  be  taken  into  account,  and  deducted 
from  the  said  tenth,  which,  should  it  amount  to  more,  the  overplus,  as  it 
arises  from  the  fourth  part,  shall  be  given  to  the  most  necessitous  persons 
as  aforesaid ;  and  should  it  not  be  sufficient,  that  Don  Bartholomew  shall 
have  it  until  his  own  estate  goes  on  increasing,  leaving  the  said  million  in 
part  or  in  the  whole. 

Item  :  The  said  Don  Diego  my  son,  or  whoever  may  be  the  inheritor, 
9hall  appoint  two  persons  of  conscience  and  authority,  and  most  nearly 
related  to  the  family,  who  are  to  examine  the  revenue  and  its  amount  care- 
fully, and  to  cause  the  said  tenth  to  be  paid  out  of  the  fourth  from  which 
Don  Bartholomew  is  to  receive  his  million,  to  the  most  necessitated  mem- 
bers of  my  family  that  may  be  found  here  or  elsewhere,  whom  they  shall 
look  for  diligently  upon  their  consciences ;  and  as  it  might  happen  that 
said  Don  Diego,  or  others  after  him,  for  reasons  which  may  concern  their 
own  welfare,  or  the  credit  and  support  of  the  estate,  may  be  unwilling  to 
make  known  the  full  amount  of  the  income  ;  nevertheless  I  charge  him, 
on  Iiis  conscience,  to  pay  the  sum  aforesaid ;  and  I  charge  them,  on  their 
souls  and  consciences,  not  to  denounce  or  make  it  known,  except  with  the 
consent  of  Don  Diego,  or  the  person  that  may  succeed  him ;  but  let  the 
above  tithe  be  paid  in  the  manner  I  have  directed. 

Item :  In  order  to  avoid  all  disputes  in  the  choice  of  the  two  nearest 
relations  who  are  to  act  with  Don  Diego  or  his  heirs,  I  hereby' elect  Don 
Bartholomew  my  brother  for  one,  and  Don  Fernando  my  son  for  the  other ; 
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and  when  these  two  shall  enter  upon  the  husiness,  they  shall  choose  two 
other  persons  among  the  most  trusty,  and  most  nearly  related,  and  these 
again  shall  elect  two  others  when  it  shall  be  question  of  commencing  the 
examination ;  and  thus  it  shall  be  managed  with  diligence  from  one  to  the 
other,  as  well  in  this  as  in  the  other  of  government,  for  the  service  and 
glory  of  God,  and  the  benefit  of  the  said  entailed  estate. 

Item :  I  also  enjoin  Diego,  or  any  one  that  may  inherit  the  estate,  to 
have  and  miuntitin  in  the  city  of  Grenoa,  one  person  of  our  lineage  to  reside 
there  with  his  wife,  and  appoint  him  a  sufficient  revenue  to  enable  him  to 
h've  decently,  as  a  person  closely  connected  with  the  fiunily,  of  which  he 
is  to  be  the  root  and  basis  in  that  city ;  from  which  great  good  may  accrue 
to  him,  inasmuch  as  I  was  bom  there,  and  came  from  thence. 

Item :  The  said  Don  Diego,  or  whoever  shall  inherit  the  estate,  must 
remit  in  bills,  or  in  any  other  way,  all  such  sums  as  he  may  be  able  to  save 
out  of  the  revenue  of  the  estate,  and  direct  purchases  to  be  made  in  his 
name,  or  that  of  his  heirs,  in  a  stock  in  the  Bank  of  St  George,  which 
givea  an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  and  in  secure  money ;  and  this  shall  be 
devoted  to  the  purpose  I  am  about  to  explain. 

Item :  As  it  becomes  every  man  of  property  to  serve  God,  either  per- 
sonally or  by  means  of  his  wealth,  and  as  all  moneys  deposited  with  St. 
George  are  quite  safe,  and  Genoa  is  a  noble  city,  and  powerful  by  sea,  and 
as  at  the  time  that  I  undertook  to  set  out  upon  the  discovery  of  the  Indies, 
it  was  with  the  intention  of  supplicating  the  king  and  queen,  our  lords, 
that  whatever  moneys  should  be  derived  from  the  said  Indies,  should  be 
invested  in  the  conquest  of  Jerusalem ;  and  as  I  did  so  supplicate  them ; 
if  they  do  this,  it  will  be  well ;  if  not,  at  all  events,  the  said  Diego,  or  such 
person  as  may  succeed  him  in  this  trust,  to  collect  together  all  the  money 
he  can,  and  accompany  the  king  our  lord,  should  he  go  to  the  conquest  of 
Jerusalem,  or  else  go  there  himself  with  all  the  force  he  can  command ; 
and  in  pursuing  this  intention,  it  will  please  the  Lord  to  assist  towards 
the  accomplishment  of  the  plan ;  and  should  he  not  be  able  to  efiect  the 
conquest  of  the  whole,  no  doubt  he  will  achieve  it  in  part.  Let  him  there- 
fore collect  and  make  a  fund  of  all  his  wealth  in  St.  George  of  Genoa,  and 
let  it  multiply  there  till  such  time  as  it  may  appear  to  him  that  something 
of  consequence  may  be  effected  as  respects  the  project  on  Jerusalem ;  for 
I  beheve  that  when  their  highnesses  shall  see  that  this  is  contemplated, 
they  will  wish  to  realize  it  diemselves,  or  will  afford  him,  as  their  servant 
and  vassal,  the  means  of  doing  it  for  them. 

Item :  1  charge  my  son  Diego  and  my  descendants,  especially  whoever 
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chapel  erected  to  say  mass  in  for  the  good  of  my  0OOI,  and  those  of  my 
ancestors  and  successors  with  great  devotion,  since  no  doabt  it  will  please 
the  Lord  to  give  as  a  sufficient  revenue  for  this  and  the  aforementiooed 
purposes. 

Item :  I  also  order  Diego  my  son,  or  whomsoever  may  inherit  after 
him,  to  spare  no  pains  in  haying  and  maintaining  in  the  island  of  Hispsr 
nida,  four  good  professors  of  theology,  to  the  end  and  aim  of  their  study- 
ing and  laboring  to  convert  to  our  hdy  &ith  the  inhabitants  of  the  Indies ; 
and  in  proportion  as,  by  God's  will,  the  revenue  of  the  estate  shall  increase, 
in  the  same  degree  shall  the  number  of  teachers  and  devout  increase,  who 
are  to  strive  to  make  Christians  of  the  natives ;  in  attaining  which  no  ex- 
pense should  be  thought  too  great  And  in  commemoration  of  all  that 
I  hereby  ordain,  and  of  the  foregoing,  a  monument  of  marble  shall  be 
erected  in  the  said  church  of  la  Concepcion,  in  the  most  conspicuous 
phioe,  to  serve  as  a  record  of  what  I  here  enjoin  on  the  said  Dic^  as 
well  as  to  other  persons  who  may  look  upon  it ;  which  marble  shall  con- 
tain an  inscription  to  the  same  effect 

Item :  I  ^so  require  of  Diego  my  son,  and  whomsoever  may  succeed 
him  in  the  estate,  that  every  time,  and  as  often  as  he  confesses,  he  first 
show  this  obligation,  or  a  cq)y  of  it,  to  the  confessor,  praying  him  to  read 
it  through,  that  he  may  be  enabled  to  inquire  respecting  its  fulfillment ; 
from  which  will  redound  great  good  and  happiness  to  his  soul. 

S. 
S.  A.  S. 
X.  M.-Y. 
EL  ALMIRANTE. 


:   No.  xxxvn. 

8I6NATUBB  OF  COLUMBUS. 


As  every  thing  respecting  Columbus  is  full  of  interest,  his  signature  has 
been  a  matter  of  some  discussion.  It  partook  of  the  pedantic  and  bigoted 
character  of  the  age,  and  periiaps  of  the  peculiar  character  of  the  man, 
who,  considering  himself  mysteriously  elected  and  set  apart  from  among 
men  for  certain  great  purposes,  adopted  a  correspondent  formality  and 
solemnity  in  all  his  concerns.    His  signature  was^  as  follows: 
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No,   XXXVJLLL 
A  VISIT  TO  PALOS. 


[The  Mowing  namitlTe  was  actually  commenced,  by  the  author  of  this  work, 
as  a  letter  to  a  friend,  bat  unexpectedly  swelled  to  its  present  size.  He  has 
been  indnoed  to  insert  it  here  from  the  idea,  that  many  will  feel  the  same 
cariosity  to  know  something  of  the  present  state  of  Palos  and  its  inhabitants 
diat  led  him  to  make  the  joamey.J 

Seville,  1828. 
SnicE  I  hist  wrote  to  yoa,  I  have  made  what  I  may  term  an  American 
pilgrimage,  to  visit  the  little  port  of  Paloa  in  Andalusia,  where  Odumbus 
fitted  out  his  ships,  and  whence  he  sailed  for  the  discovery  of  the  New 
World.  Need  I  tell  you  how  deeply  interesting  and  gratifying  it  has 
been  to  me  7  I  had  long  meditated  this  excnrsioD,  as  -a  kiiul  of  pioaa, 
and,  if  I  may  so  say,  filial  doty  of  an  American^  and  my  intentioo  was 
quickened  when  I  learnt  that  many  of  the  edifices,  mentioiied  in  the 
^History  of  Columbus,  still  remained  in  nearly  the  SBime  state  in  which 
they  existed  at  the  time  of  his  sojourn  at  Palos,  and  that  the  descendants 
of  the  intrepid  Pinzons,  who  aided  him  with  ships  and  money,  and  sailed 
with  him  in  the  great  voyage  of  discovery,  still  flourished  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. 

The  very  evening  before  my  departure  from  Seville  on  the  ezcoTBion, 
I  heard  that  there  was  a  young  gentleman  of  the  Pinzon  family  studying 
kw  in  the  city.  I  got  introduced  to  him,  and  found  him  of  most  pr^ios- 
sesaing  appearance  and  manners.  He  gave  me  a  letter  pf  introduction  to 
his  father,  Don  Juan  Fernandez  Pinzon,  resident  of  Moguer,  and  the  pre- 
sent head  of  the  fiimily.  . 

As  it  was  in  the  middle  of  August,  and  the  weather  intensely  hot,  I 
hired  a  calesa  for  the  journey.  This  is  a  two-wheeled  carriage,  resem- 
bling a  cabriolet,  but  of  the  most  primitive  and  rude  construction ;  the 
harness  is  profusely  ornamented  with  brass,  apd  the  horse's  head  deco- 
rated with  tufts  and  tassels  and  dangling  bobs  of  scarlet  and  yellow 
worsted.  I  had  for  calasero,  a  tall,  long-legged  Andalusian,  in  short 
jacket,  little  round-crowned  hat,  breeches  decorated  with  buttons  from  the 
hip  to  the  knees,  and  a  pair  of  russet  leather  bottinas  or  spatterdashes. 
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door.  He  was^  one  of  tiie  very  civilest  men  in  the  world,  and  disposed  to 
do  every  thing  hi  his  power  tx>  make  me  comfortable ;  there  was  only  one 
difficahy,  he  had  neither  bed  nor  bed<foom  in  his  house.  In  fact  it  was  a 
mere  venta  for  moieteers,  who  are  accustomed  to  sleep  on  the  ground, 
with  their  mule-cloths  for  beds  and  pack-saddles  for  pillows.  It  was  a 
hard  case,  but  there  was  no  better  poeada  in  the  place.  Few  people 
travel  for  pleasure  or  curiosity  in  these  outof-the-way-parts  of  Spain, 
and  those  of  any  note  are  generally  received  into  private  houses.  I  had 
traveled  sufficiently  in  Spain  to  find  out  that  a  bh6,  after  all,  is  not  an 
article  of  indispensable  necessity,  and  was  about  to  bespeak  some  quiet 
comer  where  I  might  spread  my  cloak,  when  fortunately  the  landlord's 
wife  came  forth.  She  could  not  have  a  more  obliging  disposition  than 
her  husband,  but  then — God  bless  the  women  I — they  always  know  how 
to  carry  their  good  wishes  into  effect  In  a  little  while  a  small  room, 
about  ten  feet  square,  which  had  formed  a  thoroughfare  between  the 
stables  and  a  kind  of  shop  or  bar-room,  was  cleared  of  a  variety  of  lum- 
ber, and  I  was  assured  that  a  bed  should  be  put  up  there  for  me. 
From  the  consultations  I  saw  my  hostess  holding  with  some  of  her 
neighbor  gossips,  I  fancied  the  bed  was  to  be  a  kind  of  piecemeal  contri- 
bution among  them  for  the  credit  of  the  house. 

As  soon  as  I  could  change  my  dress,  I  commenced  the  historical 
researches  which  were  the  object  of  my  journey,  and  inquired  for  the 
abode  of  Don  Juan  Fernandez  Pinzon.  My  oUiging  landlord  htraself 
volunteered  to  conduct  me  thither,  and  Teet  cff  full  of  animation  at  the 
thoughts  of  meeting  with  the  lineal  representative  of  one  of  the  coacQutora 
of  Columbus. 

A  short  walk  brought  us  to  the  hotlse,  which  was  most  respectable  in 
its  appeaiance,  indicatmg  easy,  if  not  affluent,  circumstances.  The  door, 
as  is  customary  in  Spanish  villages,  during  summer,  stood  wide  open. 
We  entered  with  the  usual  salutation  or  rather  summons,  **  Ave  Maria  !** 
A  trim  Andalusian  handmaid  answered  to  the  call,  and,  on  our  inquiring 
for  the  master  of  the  house,  led  the  way  across  a  little  patio  or  court,  in 
the  centre  of  the  edifice,  cooled  by  a  fountain  surrounded  by  shrubs  and 
flowers,  to  a  back  court  or  terrace,  likewise  set  out  with  flowers,  where 
Don  Juan  Fernandez  was  seated  with  his  family,  enjoying  the  serene 
evening  in  the  open  air. 

I  was  much  pleased  with  his  appearance.  He  was  a  venerable  old 
gentleman,  tall,  and  somewhat  thin,  with  fair  complexion  and  gray  hair. 
He  received  me  with  great  urbanity,  and  on  reading  the  letter  from  hia 


Digitized  by 


Google 


APPENDIX.  457 


son,  appeared  struck  with  surprise  to  find  I  had  come  quite  to  Mogner^ 
merely  to  visit  the  scene  of  the  embarkation  of  Columbus ;  and  still  more 
so  on  my  tdling  him,  that  one  of  my  leading  objects  of  curiosity  was  his 
own  family  connection ;  for  it  would  seem  that  the  worthy  cavalier  had 
troubled  his  head  but  little  about  the  enterprises  of  his  ancestors. 

I  now  took  my  seat  in  the  domestic  circle,  and  soon  felt  mjrself  quite 
at  home,  for  there  is  generally  a  frankness  in  the  hospitality  of  Spaniards, 
that  soon  puts  a  stranger  at  his  ease  beneath  their  roof.  The  wife  of  Don 
Juan  Fernandez  was  extremely  amiable  and  ajSable,  possessing  much  of 
that  natund  aptness  for  which  the  Spanish  women  are  remarkable.  In 
the  course  of  conversation  with  them  I  learnt,  that  Don  Juan  Fernandez, 
who  is  seventy-two  years  of  age,  is  the  eldest  of  five  brothers,  all  of  whom 
are  married,  have  numerous  ofbpring,  and  live  in  Moguer  and  its  vicinity, 
in  neariy  the  same  condition  and  rank  of  life  as  at  the  time  of  the  dis- 
covery. This  agreed  with  what  I  had  previously  heard,  respecting  the 
frmUies  of  the  discoverers.  Of  Columbus  no  lineal  and  direct  decendant 
exists ;  his  was  an  exotic  stock  which  never  took  deep  and  lasting  root  in 
the  country ;  but  the  race  of  the  Pinzons  continues  to  thrive  and  multi- 
ply in  its  native  soil. 

While  I  was  yet  conversing,  a  gentleman  entered,  who  was  introduced 
to  me  as  Don  Luis  Fernandez  Pinzon,  the  youngest  of  the  brothers.  He 
appeared  between  fifty  and  sixty  years  of  age,  somewhat  robust,  with  fair 
complexion,  gray  hair,  and  a  frank  and  manly  deportment  He  is  the 
only  one  of  the  present  generation  that  has  followed  the  ancient  profeesicm 
of  the  family ;  having  served  with  great  applause  as  an  officer  of  the 
loyal  navy,  from  which  he  retired,  on  his  marriage,  about  twenty-two 
years  since.  He  is  the  one,  also,  who  takes  the  greatest  interest  and 
pride  in  the  historical  honors  of  his  house,  carefully  preserving  all  the 
legends  and  documents  of  the  achievements  and  distinctions  of  his  famUy, 
a  manuscript  volume  of  which  he  lent  to  me  for  my  inspection. 

Don  Juan  now  expressed  a  wish  that,  during  my  residence  in  Moguer, 
I  would  make  his  house  my  home.  I  endeavored  to  excuse  myself,  alleg- 
ing, that  the  good  people  at  the  posada^  had  been  at  such  extraordinary 
trouble  in  preparing  quarters  for  me,  that  I  did  not  Uke  to  disappoint  them» 
The  worthy  old  gentleman  undertook  to  arrange  all  this,  and,  M^iile  sup- 
per was  preparing,  we  walked  together  to  the  posada.  I  found  that  my 
obliging  host  and  hostess  had  indeed  exerted  themselves  to  an  uncommon 
degree.  An  old  rickety  table  had  been  spread  out  in  a  corAer  of  the 
little  room  as  a  bedstead,  on  top  of  which  was  propped  up  a  grand 
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de  hixoy  or  slate  bed,  which  appeared  to  be  the  admiration  of  the  house. 
I  CQuld  not,  for  the  soul  of  me,  appear  to  undervalue  what  the  poor  people 
had  prepared  with  such  hearty  good-will,  and  considered  such  a  triumph 
of  art  and  luxury ;  30  I  again  entreated  Don  Juan  to  dispense  with  my 
sleeping  at  his  house,  promising  most  faithfully  to  make  my  meals  there 
whilst  I  should  stay  at  Moguer,  and  -as  the  old  gentleman  understood  my 
motives  for  declining  his  invitation,  and  felt  a  good-humored  sympathy  in 
them,  we  readily  arranged  the  matter.  I  returned  therefore  with  Don 
Juan  to  his  house  and  supped  with  his  family.  During  the  repast  a  plan 
was  agreed  upon  for  my  visit  to  Palos,  and  to  the  convent  La  Rabida,  in 
which  Don  Juan  volunteered  to  accompany  me  and  be  my  guide,  and  the 
following  day  was  allotted  to  the  expedition.  We  were  to  breakfast  at  a 
hacienda,  or  country-seat,  which  he  possessed  in  the  vicinity  of  Palos,  in 
the  midst  of  his  vineyards,  and  were  to  dine  there  on  our  return  from  the 
ccmvent  These  arrangements  being  made,  we  parted  for  the  night ;  1 
returned  to  the  posada  hi^y  gratified  with  my  visit,  and  slept  soundly  in 
the  extraordinary  bed  which,  I  may  almost  say,  had  been  invented  for  my 
acconunodation. 

On  the  following  morning,  bright  and  early,  Don  Juan  Fernandez  and 
myself  set  off  in  the  calesa  for  Paloe.  I  felt  apprehensive  at  first,  that  the 
kind-hearted  <dd  gentleman,  in  his  anxiety  to  oUige,  had  left  his  bed  at  too 
early  an  hour,  and  was  exposing  himself  to  &tigues  unsuited  to  his  age. 
He  laughed  at  the  idea,  and  assured  me  that  he  was  an  early  riser,  and 
accustomed  to  all  kinds  of  exercise  on  horse  and  foot,  being  a  keen  sports- 
man, and  frequently  passing  days  together  among  the  mountains  on 
shooting  expeditions,  taking  with  him  servants,  horses,  and  provisions,  and 
living  in  a  tent  He  appeared,  in  fact,  to  be  of  an  active  habit,  and  to  pos- 
8CJ8  a  youthful  vivacity  of  spirit  His  cheerful  disposition  rendered  our 
morning  drive  extremely  agreeable ;  his  urbanity  was  shown  to  eveiy  one 
whom  we  met  on  the  road ;  even  the  common  peasant  was  saluted  by  him 
with  the  appellation  of  cabaUerOf  a  mark  of  respect  ever  gratifying  to  the 
poor  but  proud  Spaniard,  when  yielded  by  a  superior. 

As  the  tide  was  out  we  drove  along  the  flat,  grounds  bordering  the 
Tinto.  The  river  was  on  our  right,  while  on  our  left  was  a  range  of  hills, 
jutting  out  into  promontories,  one  beyond  the  other,  and  covered  with  vine- 
3rards  and  fig-trees.  The  weather  was  serene,  the  air  soft  an^  balmy,  and 
the  landscape  of  that  gentle  kind  calculated  to  put  one  in «  quiet  and 
happy  humor.  We  passed  close  by  the  skirts  of  Palos,  and  drove  to  the 
hacienda,  which  is  situated  at  some  little  distance  from  the  village,  between 
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it  and  the  river.  The  house  is  a  low  stone  building,  well  white-washed, 
and  of  great  length ;  one  end  being  fitted  np  as' a  summer  residence,  with 
fsaloons,  bed-rooms,  and  a  domestic  chapel ;  and  the  other  as  k  bodega  or 
magazine  for  the  rec^idon  of  the  wine  produced  on  the  estate. 

The  house  stands  on  a  hill,  amidst  vine3^rds,  which  are  supposed  to 
cover  a  part  of  the  site  of  the  ancient  town  of  Palos,  now  shrunk  to  a 
miserable  village.  Beyond  these  vineyards,  on  the  crest  of  a  distant  hill, 
are  seen  the  white  walls  of  the  convent  of  La  Rabida  rising  above  a  dark 
wood  of  pine-trees. 

Below  the  hacienda  flows  the  river  Tinto,  on  which  Columbus  em- 
barked. It  is  divided  by  a  low  tongue  of  land,  or  rather  the  sand-bar  of 
Saltes,  from  the  river  Odiel,  with  which^it  soon  mingles  its  waters,  and 
fbws  on  to  the  ocean.  Beside  this  sand-bar,  where  the  channel  of  the 
river  runs  deep,  the  squadron  of  Columbus  was  anchored,  and  thence  he 
made  sail  on  the  morning  of  his  departure. 

The  soft  breeze  that  was  bk>wing  scarcely  ruffled  the  surface  of  this 
beautiful  river ;  two  or  three  picturesque  barks,  called  mystics,  with  long 
latine  sails,  were  gliding  down  it  A  little  aid  of  the  imagination  might 
Bufllce  to  picture  them  as  the  light  caravels  of  Columbus,  sallying  forth  on 
their  eventful  expedition,  while  the  distant  bells  of  the  town  of  Huelva, 
which  were  ringing  melodiously,  might  be  supposed  as  cheering  the  voy- 
agers with  a  farewell  peal. 

I  cannot  express  to  you  what  were  my  feelings  on  treading  the  shore 
which  had  once  been  animated  with  the  bustle  of  departure,  and  whose 
sands  had  been  printed  by  the  last  footstep  of  Col  ambus.  The  solemn 
and  sublhne  nature  of  the  event  that  had  followed,  together  with  the  fate 
and  fortune  of  those  concerned  in  it,  filled  the  mind  with  vague  yet  mel- 
ancholy ideas.  It  was  like  viewing  the  silent  and  empty  stage  of  some 
great  drama  when  all  the  actors  had  departed.  The  very  aspect  of  the 
landscape,  so  tranquilly  beautiful,  had  an  effect  upon  me ;  and  as  I  paced 
the  deserted  shores  by  the  side  of  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  discoverers, 
I  felt  my  heart  swelling  with  emotions  and  my  eyes  filling  with  tears. 

What  surprised  me  was,  to  find  no  semblance  of  a  sea-port ;  there  was 
neither  wharf  nor  knding-place — nothing  but  a  naked  river  bank,  with  the 
hulk  of  a  ferry-boat,  which  I  was  told  carried  passengers  to  Huelva,  lying 
high  and  dry  on  the  sands,  deserted  by  the  tide.  Palos,  though  it  has 
doubtless  dwindled  away  from  its  fonner  Size,  can  never  have  been  impor- 
tant as  to  extent  and  population.  If  it  possessed  warehouses,  on  the  beach, 
they  have  disappeared.    It  is  at  present  a  mere  village  of  the  poorest  kindy 
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and  lies  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  river,  in  a  hollow  among 
hills.  It  contains  a  few  hundred  inhabitants,  who  subsist  principally  hy 
laboring  in  the  fields  and  vineyards.  Its  race  of  merchants  and  mariners 
is  extinct  There  are  no  vessels  belonging  to  the  place,  nor  any  show  of 
traffic,  excepting  at  the  season  of  fruit  and  wine,  when  a  few  mystics  and 
other  light  barks  anchor  in  the  river  to  collect  the  produce  of  the  neigh- 
borhood. The  people  are  totally  ignorant,  and  it  is  probable  that  the 
greater  part  of  them  scarce  know  even  the  name  of  America.  Such  is  the 
place  whence  sallied  forth  the  enterprise  for  the  discovery  of  the  western 
worid ! 

We  were  now  summoned  to  breakfast  in  a  little  saloon  of  the  hacienda. 
The  table  was  covered  with  natural  luxuries  produced  upon  the  spot — ^fine 
purple  and  muscatel  grapes  from  the  adjacent  vineyard,  delicious  melons 
from  the  garden,  and  generous  wines  made  on  the  estate.  The  repast 
was  heightened  by  the  genial  manners  of  my  hospitable  host,  who  appeared 
to  possess  the  most  enviable  cheerfulness  of  spirit  and  simplicity  of  heart. 

Af^er  breakfast  we  set  off  in  the  calesa  to  visit  the  convent  of  La 
Rabida,  about  half  a  league  distant  The  road,  for  a  part  of  the  way,  lay 
through  the  vineyards,  and  was  deep  and  sandy.  The  calasero  had  been 
at  his  wit's  end  to  conceive  what  motive  a  stranger  like  myself,  apparently 
traveling  for  mere  amusement,  could  have  in  coming  so  far  to  see  so  mis- 
erable a  place  as  Palos,  which'  he  set  down  as  one  of  the  very  poorest 
places  in  the  whole  work! ;  but  this  additional  toil  and  struggle  through 
deep  sand  to  visit  the  old  convent  of  La  Rabida  completed  his  confusion — 
^  Hombre !"  exclaimed  he,  '^  es  una  ruina  I  no  hay  mas  que  doe  frailes !" — 
"  Zounds !  why  it's  a  ruin !  there  are  only  two  friars  there !"  Don  Juan 
laughed,  and  told  him  that  I  had  come  all  the  way  from  Seville  precisely  to 
see  that  old  ruin  and  those  two  friars.  The  calasero  made  the  Spaniard's 
last  reply  when  he  is  perplexed — ^he  shrugged  his  shoulders  and  crossed 
himself.  After  ascending  a  hill  and  passing  through  the  skirts  of  a  strag- 
gling pine  wood,  we  arrived  in  front  of  the  convent  It  stands  in  a  bleak 
and  solitary  situation,  on  the  brow  of  a  rocky  height  or  promontory,  over- 
looking to  the  west  a  wide  range  of  sea  and  land,  bounded  by  the  frontier 
Bountaihs  of  Portugal,  about  eight  leagues  distant.  The  convent  is  shut 
out  from  a  view  of  the  vineyard  of  Paloe  by  the  gloomy  forest  of  pines 
already  mentioned,  which  cover  the  promontory  to  the  east,  and  darken 
the  whole  landscape  in  that  direction. 

There  is  nothing  remarkable  in  the  architecture  of  the  convent ;  part 
of  it  is  Gothic,  but  the  edifice,  having  been  frequently  repaired,  and  being 
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witewashed,  according  to  a  universal  custom  in  Andalusia,  inherited  from 
the  Moors,  has  not  that  venerable  aspect  which  might  be  expected  from  its 
antiquity. 

We  alighted  at  the  gate  where  Columbus,  when  a  poor  pedestrian,  a 
stranger  in  the  land,  asked  bread  and  water  for  his  child !  Ab  long  as  the 
convent  stands,  this  must  be  a  spot  calculated  to  awaken  the  most  thrilling 
interest  The  gate  remains  apparently  in  nearly  the  same  state  as  at  the 
time  of  his  visit,  but  there  is  no  longer  a  porter  at  hand  to  administer  to 
the  wants  of  the  wayfarer.  The  door  stood  wide  open,  and  admitted  us 
into  a  small  court-yard.  Thence  we  passed  through  a  Gothic  portal  into 
the  chapel,  without  seeing  aliuman  being.  We  then  traversed  two  inte- 
rior cloisters,  equally  vacant  and  silent,  and  bearing  a  look  of  neglect  and 
dilapidation.  From  an  open  window  we  had  a  peep  at  what  had  once 
been  a  garden,  but  that  had  also  gone  to  ruin ;  the  walls  were  broken  and 
thrown  down ;  a  few  shrubs,  amLa  scattered  fig-tree  or  two,  were  all  the 
traces  of  cultivation  that  remained.  We  passed  through  the  long  dormito- 
ries, but  the  cells  were  «hut  up  and  abandoned ;  we  saw  no  living  thing 
except  a  solitary  cat  stealing  across  a  distant  corridor,  which  fled  in  a  panic 
at  the  unusual  sight  of  strangere.  At  length,  after  patrolling  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  empty  building  to  the  echo  of  our  own  footsteps,  we  came  to 
where  the  door  of  a  ceU,  being  partly  open,  gave  us  the  sight  of  a  monk 
within,  seated  at  a  table  writing.  He  rose,  and  received  us  with  much 
civility,  and  conducted  us  to  the  superior,  who  was  reading  in  an  adjacent 
cell.  They  were  both  rather  young  men,  and,  together  with  a  novitiate 
and  a  lay-brother,  who  officiated  as  cook,  fonned  the  whole  community  of 
the  convent. 

Don  Juan  Fernandez  communicated  to  them  the  object  of  my  visit,  and 
my  desire  also  to  inspect  the  archives  of  the  convent,  to  find  if  there  was- 
any  record  of  the  sojourn  of  Columbus.  They  informed  us  that  tiiS 
archives  had  been  entirely  destroyed  by  the  French.  The  younger  monk, 
however,  who  had  perused  them,  had  a  vague  recollection  of  various  per- 
ticulare  concerning  the  transactions  of  Columbus  at  Palos,  his  visit  to  the 
convent,  and  the  sailing  of  his  expedition.  From  all  that  he  cited,  how- 
ever, it  appeared  to  me  that  all  the  information  on  the  subject  contained  in 
the  archives  had  been  extracted  from  Herrera  and  other  well  known  au- 
thore.  The  monk  was  talkative  and  eloquent,  and  soon  diverged  from  the 
subject  of  Columbus,  to  one  which  he  considered  of  infinitely  greater  im- 
portance—the miraculous  image  of  the  Wgin  possessed  by  their  convent, 
and  known  by  the  name  of  "  Our  Lady  of  La  Ralnda."    He  gave  us  a 
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history  of  the  wonderful  way  in  which  the  image  had  been  foond  buried  in 
the  earth,  where  it  had  biin  hidden  for  ages,  since  the  time  of  the  cooqdest 
of  Spain  iy  the  Moors ;  the  disputes  between  the  convent  and  difierent 
places  in  the  neighborhood  for  the  possession  of  it ;  the  mar/elons  protec- 
tion it  extended  to  the  adjacent  country,  especially  in  preventing  all  mad- 
ness, either  in  man  or  dog,  for  this  malady  was  anciently  so  prevalent  m 
this  place  as  to  gain  it  the  appellation  of  La  Rabia,  by  which  it  was  origi- 
nally called ;  a  name  which,  thanks  to  the  beneficent  influence  of  the 
Virgin,  it  no  longer  merited  nor  retained.  Such  are  the  legends  and  relict 
with  which  every  convent  in  Spain  is,  enriched,  which  are  zealously  cried 
up  by  the  monks,  and  devoutly  credited  l^  the  populace. 

Twice  a  year  on  the  festival  of  our  Lady  of  La  Rabida,  and  on  that 
of  the  patron  saint  of  the  order,  the  solitude  luid  silence  of  the  convent  are 
interrupted  by  the  intrusion  of  a  swarming  ipultitude,  composed  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Moguer,  of  Huelva,  and  the  neighboring  plains  and  moun- 
tains. The  open  esplanade  in  front  of  the  edifice  resembles  a  fair,  the  ad- 
jacent forest  teems  with  the  nu)tley  throng,  and  the  image  of  our  Lady 
of  La  Rabida  is  borne  forth  in  triumphant  procession.    • 

While  the  friar  was  thus  dilating  upon  the  merits  and  renown  of  the 
image,  I  amused  myself  with  those  day  dreams,  or  conjurings  of  the  ima- 
gination, to  which  I  am  a  little  given.  As  the  internal  arrangements  of 
convents  are  apt  to  be  the  same  from  age  to  age,  I  pictured  to  mjrself  this 
chamber  as  the  same  inhabited  by  the  guardian,  Juan  Perez  de  Marchena, 
at  the  time  of  the  visit  of  Columbus.  Why  might  not  the  old  and  pon- 
derous table  before  me  be  the  very  one  on  which  he  displayed  his  conjec- 
tural maps,  and  expounded  his  theory  of  a  western  route  to  India  ?  It 
required  but  another  stretch  of  the  imagination  to  assemble  the  little  con- 
clave arpund  the  table  *,'  Juan  Perez  the  friar,  Garci  Fernandez  the  physi- 
cian, and  Martin  Alonzo  Pinzon  the  bold  navigator,  all  listening  wi^  rapt 
attention  to  Ck)lnmbus,  or  to  the  tale  of  some  old  seaman  of  Pftlos,  about 
islands  seen  in  the  western  parts  of  the  ocean. 

The  friars,  as  far  as  their  poor  means  and  scanty  knowledge  extended, 
were  disposed  to  do  every  thing  to  promote  the  object  of  my  visit  They 
showed  us  all  parts  of  the  coiivent,  which  however,  has  little  to  boast  of, 
excepting  the  historical  associations  connected  with  it.  The  nbraiy  was 
reduced  to  a  few  volumes,  chiefly  on  ecclesiastical  subjects,  piled  promiscu- 
ously in  the  comer  of  a  vaulted  chamber,  and  covered  with  dtfst  The 
chamber  itself  was  curious,  being  the  most  ancient  part  of  the  edifice,  and 
supposed  tc  have  formed  \mrt  of  a  temple  in  the  time  of  the  Romans. 
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We  ascended  to  the  roof  of  the  convent  to  enjoy  the  extensive  pros- 
pect it  commands.  Immediately  below  the  promontory  on  which  it  is  sit- 
uated, runs  a  narrow  but  tolerably  deep  river,  called  the  Domingo  Rnbio, 
which  empties  itself  into  the  Tinto.  It  is  the  opinion  of  Don  Luis  Fer- 
nandez Pinzon,  that  the  ships  of  Columbus  were  careened  and  fitted  out 
in  this  river,  as  it  aflfords  better  shelter  than  the  Tinto,  and  its  shores  are  not 
so  shallow.  A  lonely  bark  of  a  fisherman  was  lying  in  this  stream,  and  not 
far  off,  on  a  sandy  pdnt,  were  the  ruins  of  an  ancient  watchtower. 
From  the  roof  of  the  convent,  all  the  windings  of  the  Odiel  and  the  Tinfo 
were  to  be  seen,  and  their  junction  into  the  main  stream,  by  which  Colum- 
bus sallied  forth  to  sea.  In  fact  the  convent  serves  as  a  landmark,  being, 
from  its  lofty  and  solitary  situation,  visible  for  a  considerable  distance  to 
vessels  coming  on  the  coast.  On  the  opposite  side  I  looked  down  upon 
the  lonely  road,  through  the  wood  of  pine  trees,  by  which  the  zealous 
guardian  of  the  convent,  Fray  Juan  Perez,  departed  at  midnight  on  his 
mule,  when  he  sought  the  camp  of  Ferdinand  and  Isabella  in  the  Vega 
of  Granada,  to  {dead  the  prGJect  of  Columbus  before  the  queen. 

Having  finished  our  inspection  of  the  convent,  we  prepared  to  depart, 
and  were  accompanied  to  the  outward  portal  l^  the  two  friars.  Our  cala- 
sero  brought  his  rattling  and  rickety  vehicle  for  us  to  mount ;  at  sight 
of  which  one  of  the  monks  exclaimed,  with  a  smile,  <<  Santa  Maria !  only 
to  think!  A  calesa  before  the  gate  of  the  convent  of  La  Ralnda!'* 
And,  indeed,  so  solitary  and  remote  is  this  ancient  edifice,  and  so  simple 
is  the  mode  of  living  of  the  people  in  this  by-comer  of  Spain,  that  the 
appearance  of  even  a  sorry  calesa  might  well  cause  astonishment.  It  is 
only  singular  that  in  such  a  by^^umier  the  scheme  of  Columbus  should 
have  found  intelligent  listeners  and  coadjutors,  after  it  had  been  discarded, 
almost  with  scofling  and  contempt,  from  learned  universities  and  splendid 
courts. 

On  ou^  way  back  to  the  hacienda,  we  met  Don  Rafael,  a  younger  son 
of  Don  Juan  Fernandez,  a  fine  young  man,  about  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  and  who,  his  father  informed  me,  was  at  present  studying  French  and 
mathematics.  He  was  well  mounted  on  a  spirited  gray  horse,  and  dressed 
in  the  Andalusian  style,  with  the  little  rbund  hat  and  jacket.  He  sat 
his  hotse  gracefuHy,  and  managed  hitn  well.  I  was  pleased  with  (he 
frank  and  easy  terms  on  which  Don  Juan  appeared  to  live  with  his  chil- 
dren. This  I  was  inclined  to  think  his  favorite  son,  as  I  understood  he 
was  the  only  one  that  partook  of  the  old  gentleman's  fondness  for  the 
chase,  and  that  accompanied  him  m  his  hunting  excuiaioos. 
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A  dinner  had  been  prepared  f(M'  us  at  the  hacienda,  by  the  wife  of  the 
capitaz,  (xr  overseer,  who,  with  her  husband,  seemed  to  be  well  pleased 
with  this  visit  from  Don  Joan,  and  to  be  coofident  of  receiving  a  fdeasant 
answer  from  the  good-humored  old  gentleman  whenever  they  addressed 
him.  The  dinner  was  served  up  about  two  o'clock,  and  was  a  most  agree- 
able meaL  The  fruits  and  wines  were  frtnn  the  estate,  and  were  excel- 
lent ;  the  rest  of  the  provisions  were  from  Moguer,  for  the  adjacent  village 
of  Fidoe  is  too  poor  to  furnish  any  thing.  A  gentle  breeze  from  the  sea 
played  through  the  hall,  and  tempered  the  summer  heat  Indeed  I  do  not 
know  when  I  have  seen  a  more  enviable  spot  than  this  country  retreat  of 
the  Pinzons.  Its  situation  on  a  breezy  hill,  at  no  great  distance  from  the 
sea,  and  in  a  southern  climate,  produces  a  happy  temperature,  neither  hot 
in  ssmmer  nor  cold  in  winter.  It  commands  a  beautiful  prospect,  and  is 
smrouiided  by  natural  luxuries.  The  country  abounds  with  game,  the  ad- 
jacent river  affords  abundant  sport  in  fishing,  both  by  day  and  ni^t,  and 
delightful  excursions  for  those  fond  of  sailing.  During  the  busy  seascNu 
of  rural  life,  and  especially  at  the  joyous  period  of  vintage,  the  &mily 
pass  some  time  here,  accompanied  by  numerous  g^aests,  at  whidh  times, 
Don  Juan  assured  me,  there  was  no  lack  of  amusements,  both  by  land 
and  water. 

When  we  had  dined,  and  taken  the  siesta,  or  afternoon  nq>,  according 
to  the  Spanish  custom  in  smnmer  time,  we  set  out  on  our  return  to  Mo- 
guer, visiting  the  village  of  Palos  in  the  way.  Don  Gabriel  had  been  sent 
in  advance  to  procure  the  keys  of  the  village  church,  and  to  apprise  the 
curate  of  our  wish  to  inspect  the  archives.  The  village  consists  princi- 
pally of  two  streets  of  low  whitewashed  houses.  Many  of  the  inhab* 
itants  have  very  dark  complexions,  betraying  a  mixture  of  African  bkx)d. 

On  entering  the  village,  we  repaired  to  the  lowly  mansion  of  the  curate. 
I  had  hoped  to  find  him  some  such  personage  as  the  curate  in  Don  Quix- 
ote, possessed  of  shrewdness  and  information  in  his  limited  sphere,  and 
that  I  might  gain  some  anecdotes  from  him  concerning  his  parish,  its 
worthies,  its  antiquities,  and  its  historical  events.  Perhaps  I  might  hav» 
done  so  at  any  other  time,  but,  unfortunately,  the  cumte  was  something 
of  a  sportsman,  and  had  heard  of  some  game  among  the  neighboring  hills. 
We  met  him  just  sallying  forth  from  his  house,  and,  I  must  confess,  his 
appearance  was  picturesque.  He  was  a  short,  broad,  sturdy  little  man, 
and  had  doffed  his  cassock  and  broad  clerical  beaver,  for  a  short  jacket  and 
a  little  round  Andalusian  hat ;  he  had  his  gun  in  hand,  and  was  on  the 
point  of  mounting  a  donkey  which  had  been  led  forth  by  an  andeut  with* 
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ered  handmaid.  Feaifal  of  being  detained  from  his  foray,  he  accosted  my 
companion  the  moment  he  came  in  sight.  '*  Grod  preserve  yon,  Seiior  Don 
Joan !  I  have  received  your  message,  and  liave  but  one  answer  to  make. 
The  archives  have  all  been  destroyed.  We  have  no  trace  of  any  thing 
yon  seek  for — nothing — nothing.  Don  Rafael  has  the  keys  of  the  church. 
You  can  examine  it  at  your  leisure — Adios,  caballero!"  With  these 
words  the  galliard  little  curate  mounted  his  donkey,  thumped  his  ribs  with 
the  butt  end  of  his  gun,  and  trotted  off  to  the  hills. 

In  our  way  to  the  churdi  we  passed  by  the  rufais  of  what  had  once 
been  a  £ur  and  spacious  dwelling,  greatly  superior  to  the  other  houses  of 
the  village.  This,  Don  Juan  mforroed  me,  was  an  old  family  possession, 
but  since  they  had  removed  from  Palos  it  had  Men  to  decay  for  want  of 
a  tenant  It  was  probably  the  fiimily  residence  of  Martin  Alonzo  or 
Vicente  Yafiez  Pinzon,  in  the  time  of  Ck)lumbu8. 

We  now  arrived  at  the  Church  of  St  George,  in  the  porch  of  which 
Ck)lnmbus  first  proclaimed  to  the  inhabitants  of  Palos  the  order  of  the 
sovereigns,  that  they  should  furnish  him  with  ships  for  his  great  voyage 
of  discovery.  This  edifice  has  lately  been  thoroughly  repaired,  and,  being 
of  solid  mason-work,  promises  to  stand  for  ages,  a  monument  of  the  dis- 
coverers. It  stands  outside  of  the  village,  on  the  brow  of  a  hill,  looking 
along  a  little  valley  toward  the  river.  The  remains  of  a  Moorish  arch 
prove  it  to  have  been  a  mosque  in  former  times ;  just  above  it,  on  the  crest 
of  the  hill,  is  the  ruin  of  a  Moorish  castle. 

I  paused  in  the  porch,  and  endeavored  to  recall  the  interesting  scene 
that  had  taken  place  there,  when  Columbus,  accompanied  by  the  zealous 
friar  Joan  Perez,  caused  the  puUic  notary  to  read  the  royal  order  in  pre- 
sence of  the  astonished  alcaldes,  regidors,  and  alguazils ;  but  it  is  difficult 
to  conceive  the  consternation  that  must  have  been  struck  into  so  remote  a 
little  community,  by  this  sudden  apparition  of  an  entire  stranger  among 
them,  bearing  a  command  that  they  should  put  their  persons  and  ships  at 
his  disposal,  and  sail  with  him  away  into  the  unknown  wilderness  of  the 
ocean. 

The  interior  of  the  chorch  has  nothing  remarkable,  excepting  a  wooden 
image  of  St.  George  vanquishing  the  Dragon,  which  is  erected  over  the 
high  altar,  and  is  the  admiration  of  the  good  people  of  Palos,  who  bear  it 
about  the  streets  in  grand  procession  on  the  anniversary  of  the  saint 
This  gtoop  existed  in  the  time  of  Columbus,  and  now  flourishes  in  reno- 
vated youth  and  splendor,  having  been  newly  painted  and  gilded,  and  the 
countenance  of  the  saint  rendered  pecoliarly  blooming  and  lustrous. 

VOL.  in.  20* 
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Having  finished  the  examination  of  the  church,  we  resumed  onr  scafii 
in  the  calesa  and  returned  to  Mogner.  One  thing  only  remained  to  fulfill 
the  object  of  my  pilgrimage.  This  was  to  visit  the  chapel  of  the  Coavent 
of  Santa  Clam.  When  Columbus  was  in  danger  of  being  lost  in  a  tem- 
pest on  his  way  home  from  his  great  vojrage  of  dieoovery,  he  made  a  vow, 
that,  should  he  be  spared^  he  would  watch  and  pray  one  whole  night  in 
this  chapel ;  a  vow  which  he  doubtless  fulfilled  immediately  after  his 
arrival.  v 

My  kind  and  attentive  friend,  Don  Juan,  conducted  me  to  the  convent 
It  is  the  wealthiest  in  Moguer,  and  belongs  to  a  sisterhood  of  Franciscan 
nuns.  The  chapel  is  large,  and  ornamented  with  some  degree  of  richness, 
particularly  the  part  about  the  high  altar,  which  is  embellished  by  magni-t 
ficent  monuments  of  the  brave  family  of  the  Puerto  Carreros;  the  ancient 
lords  of  Moguer,  and  renowned  in  Moorish  warfare.  The  alabaster  effi- 
gies of  distinguished  warriors  of  that  house,  and  of  their  wives  and  sis- 
ters, lie  side  by  side,  with  folded  hands,  on  tombs  immediately  before  the 
altar,  while  others  recline  in  deep  niches  on  either  side.  Tl^  night  had 
closed  in  by  the  time  I  entered  the  church,  which  made  the  scene  more 
impressive.  A  few  votive  lamps  shed  a  dim  light  about  the  interior ;  their 
beams  were  feebly  reflected  by  the  gilded  y/voik  of  the  high  altar,  and  the 
frames  of  the  suncounding  paintings,  and  rested  upon  the  marble  figures 
of  the  warriors  and  dames  lying  in  the  monumental  repose  of  ages. 
The  sQlemn  pile  must  have  presented  much  the  same  appearance  when 
the  pious  discoverer  performed  his  vigil,  kneeling  before  this  very  altar, 
and  praying  and  watching  throughout  the  night,  and  pouring  forth  hetit- 
felt  praises  for  having  been  spared  to  accomplish  his  sublime  discovery. 

I  had  now  completed  the  main  purpose  of  my  journey,  having  visited 
the  various  places  connected  with  the  story  of  Columbus.  It  was  highly 
gratifying  to  find  some  of  them  so  little  changed  though  so  great  a  space 
of  time  had  intervened ;  but  in  this  quiet  nook  of  Spain,  so  far  removed 
from  the  main  thoroughfares,  the  lapse  of  time  produces  but  few  violent 
revolutions.  Nothing,  however,  had  surprised  and  gratified  roe  more  than 
the  continued  stability  of  the  Pinzon  family.  On  the  morning  after  my 
excursion  to  Palos,  chance  gave  me  an  opportunity  of  seeing  something 
of  tli^e  interior  of  most  of  their  households.  Having  a  curiosity  to  visit 
the  remains  of  a  Moorish  castle,  once  the  citadel  of  Moguer,  Don  Fernan- 
dez undertook  to  show  me  a  tower  which  served  as  a  magazine  of  wine  to 
one  of  the  Pinzon  family.  In  seeking  for  the  key  we  were  sent  firm 
bouse  to  house  of  nearly  the  whole  ccmnection.    All  appeared  to  be  fiving 
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in  that  goldm  mean  equally  removed  from  the  wants  and  snperfluities  of 
life,  and  all  to  be  happily  interwoven  by  kind  and  cordial  habits  of  intimacy. 
We  found  the  females  of  the  family  generally  seated  in  the  patios,  or  cen- 
tral courts  of  their  dwellings,  beneath  the  shade  of  awnings  and  among 
shrubs  and  flowers.  Here  the  Andalusian  ladies  are  accustomed  to  pass 
their  morning^  at  work,  surrounded  by  their  handmaids,  in  the  prinutive, 
or  rather,  oriental  style.  In  the  porches  of  some  of  the  houses  I  observed 
the  coat  of  arms  granted  to  the  family  by  Charles  V,  hung  up  like  a  pic- 
ture in  a  frame.  Over  the  door  of  D6n  Luis,  the  naval  officer,  it  was 
carved  on  an  escutcheon  of  stone,  and  colored.  I  had  gathered  many  par* 
ticulaiB  of  the  family  also  from  conversation  with  Don  Juan,  and  from  the 
family  legend  lent  me  by  Don  Luis.  From  aU  that  I  could  learn,  it  would 
appear  that  the  lap6e  of  nearly  three  centuries  and  a  half  has  made  but 
little  change  in  the  condition  of  the  PinzoiK.  From  generation  to  genera- 
tion they  have  retained  the  same  fidr  standing  and  reputable  name  through- 
out the  neighborhood,  filling  offices  of  pubKe  trust  and  dignity,  and  pos- 
sessing great  influence  over  their  fellow-citizens  by  their  good  sense  and 
good  conduct  How  rare  is  it  to  see  such  an  instance  of  stability  of  for^ 
tune  in  this  fluctuating  world,  and  how  truly  honorable  is  this  hereditary 
respectability,  which  has  been  secured  by  no  titles  nor  entails,  but  perpet- 
uated merely  by  the  innate  worth  of  the  race !  I  declare  to  yon  that  th« 
mo9t  iUustrious  descents  of  mere  titled  rank  could  never  command  the 
sincere  respect  and  cordial  regard  with  which  I  contemplated  this  standi 
and  enduring  family,  which  for  three  centuries  and  a  half  has  stood  merely 
upon  its  virtues. 

As  I  was  to  set  off  on  my  return  to  Seville  before  two  o'clock,  I  par- 
took of  a  farewell  repast  at  the  house  of  Don  Juan,  between  twelve  and 
one,  and  then  took  leave  of  his  household  with  sincere  regret  The  good 
oM  gentleman,  with  the  courtesy,  or  rather  the  cordiality  of  a  true  Span- 
iard, accompanied  me  to  the  posada,  to  see  me  off.  I  had  dispensed  but 
little  money  in  the  posada — thanks  to  the  hospitality  of  the  Pinzons— 
yet  the  Spanish  pride  of  my  host  and  hostess  seemed  pleased  that 
I  had  preferred  their  humble  chamber,  and  the  scanty  bed.  they  had  pro- 
vided me,  to  the  spacious  mansion  of  Don  Juan  4  and  when  I  expressed 
my  thanks  for  their  kindness  and  attention,  and  regaled  mine  host  with  a 
few  chdce  segars,  the  heart  of  the  poor  man  was  overcome.  He  seized 
me  by  both  hands  and  gave  me  a  parting  benediction,  and  then  ran  after 
the  calasero,  to  enjoin  him  to  take  particular  care  of  me  during,  my 
journey. 
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Taking  a  hearty  leave  of  my  excellent  friend  Don  Joan,  who  had  been 
unremitting  in  his  attentions  to  me  to  the  last  moment,  I  now  set  <^  on 
my  wajrfiuing,  gratified  to  the  utmost  with  my  visit,  and  full  of  Idnd  and 
grateful  feelingB  towards  Mogner  and  its  heritable  inhabitants. 


No.  XXXIX. 

MANIFESTO   OF  ALONZO   DE   OJEDA. 

The  following  curious  formula,  composed  by  learned  divines  in  Spain 
was  first  read  aloud  l^  the  friars  in  the  train  of  Alonzo  De  Ojeda,  as  a  pre- 
lude to  his  attack  on  the  savages  df  Carthagena,  and  was*  subsequently 
adopted  by  the  Spanish  discoverers  in  general,  in  their,  invasions  of  Indian 
countries. 

^  I,  Alonzo  de  Qjeda,  servant  of  the  high  and  mighty  kings  of  Castile  and 
Leon,  civilizers  of  barbarous  nations,  their  messenger  and  captain,,  notify 
and  make  known  to  you,  in  the  best  way  I  can,  that  God  our  Lord,  one  and 
eternal,  created  the  heavens  and  earth,  and  one  man  and  one  woman,  from 
whom  you,  and  we,  and  aU  the  people  of  the  earth,  were  and  are  descend- 
ants, procreated,  and  all  those  who  shall  come  after  us;  but  the  vast 
number  of  generations  which  have  proceeded  from  them  in  the  course  of 
more  than  five  thousand  years  that  have  elapsed  since  the  creation  of  the 
world,  made  it  necessary  that  some  of  the  human  race  should  disperse  in 
one  direction,  and  some  in  another,  and  that  they  should  divide  themselves 
into  many  kingdoms  and  provinces,  as  they  could  not  sustain  and  preserve 
themselves  in  one  alone.  •  All  these  people  were  given  in  charge,  by 
God  our  Lord,  to  oqe  person,  named  Saint  Peter,  who  was  thus  made 
lord  and  superior  of  all  the  people  of  the  earth,  and  head  of  the  whole 
human  lineage;  whom  all  should  obey,  wherever  they  might  live,  and 
whatever  might  be  their  law,  sect,  or  belief :  he  gave  him  also  the  whole 
world  for  l^s  service  and  jurisdiction ;  and  though  he  desired  t)iat  he  should 
establish  his  chair  in  Rome,  as  a  place  most  convenient  for  governing 
the  world,  yet  he  permitted  that  he  might  establish  his  chair  in  any  other 
part  of  the  world,  and  judge  and  govern  all  the  nations.  Christians,  Moors, 
Jews,  Gentiles,  and  whatever  other  sect  or  belief  might  be.    This  peiaoo 
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was  denominated  Pope,  that  is  to  say,  Admirable,  Supreme,  Father  and 
Guardian,  because  he  is  father  and  governor  of  all  mankind.  This  holy 
father  was  obeyed  and  honored  as  lord,  king,  and  superior  of  the  universe* 
by  those  who  lived  in  his  time,  and,  in  like  manner,  have  been  obeyed  and 
honored  all  those  who  have  been  elected  to  the  pontificate ;  and  thus  it 
has  continued  unto  the  present  day,  and  will  continue  until  the  end  of  the 
world. 

*'  One  of  these  pontifis,  of  whom  I  have  spoken,  as  lord  of  the  world* 
made  a  donation  of  these  islands  and  cx>ntinent8  of  the  ocean  sea,  and  all 
that  they  contain,  to  the  Catholic  kings  of  Castile,  who,  at  that  time,  were 
Ferdinand  and  Isabella,  of  glorious  memory,  and  to  their  successors,  our 
sovereigns,  according  to  the  tenor  of  certain  papers,  drawn  up  for  the  pur- 
pose (which  you  may  see,  if  you  desire).  Thus  his  majesty  is  king  and 
sovereign  of  these  islands  and  continents  by  virtue  of  the  said  donation, 
and,  as  king  and  sovereign,  certain  islands,  and  almost  all,  to  whom  this 
has  been  notified,  have  received  his  majesty,  and  have  obeyed  and  served, 
and  do  actually  serve  him.  And,  moreover,  like  good  subjects,  and  with 
good  will,  and  without  any  resistance  or  delay,  the  moment  they  were  in- 
formed of  the  foregoing,  they  obeyed  all  the  religious  men  sent  among 
them  to  preach  and  teach  our  holy  faith;  and  these  of  their  free  and 
cheerful  will,  without  any  condition  or  reward,  became  Christians,  and 
continue  so  to  be.  And  his  majesty  received  them  kindly  and  benignantly, 
and  ordered  that  they  should  be  treated  like  his  other  subjects  and  vassals. 
You  also  are  required  and  obliged  to  do  the  same.  Therefore,  in  the  best 
manner  I  can,  I  pray  and  entreat  you,  that  you  consider  well  what  I  have 
said,  and  that  you  take  whatever  time  is  reasonable  to  understand  and  de- 
liberate upon  it,  and  that  you  recognize  the  church  for  sovereign  and 
superior  of  the  universal  world,  and  the  supreme  pontiff,  called  pope,  in  her 
name,  and  his  majesty,  in  his  place,  us  superior  and  sovereign  king  of  the 
islands  and  terra  firiiia  by  virtue  of  said  donation ;  and  that  you  consent 
that  these  religious  fathera  declare  and  preach  to  you  the  foregoing :  and 
if  you  shall  so  do,  you  will  do  well,  and  will  do  that  to  which  you  are 
bounden  and  obliged ;  and  his  majesty,  and  I,  in  his  name,  will  receive 
you  with  all  due  love  and  charity,  and  will  leave  you  your  wives  and 
children  free  from  servitude,  that  you  may  freely  do  with  them  and 
with  yourselves  whatever  you  please  and  think  proper,  as  have  done  the 
inhabitants  of  the  other  islands.  And,  beside  this,  his  majesty  will  give 
you  many  privileges  and  exemptions,  and  grant  you  many  favors.  If  you 
do  not  do  this,  or  wickedly  and  intentionally  delay  to  do  so,  I  certify  to  you 
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that,  by  the  aid  of  God,  I  will  forcibly  invade  and  maxe  war  upon  yoa  in 
all  paitB  and  modes  that  I  can,  and  will  subdae  yon  to  the  yoke  and  obe- 
dience of  the  church  and  of  his  majesty ;  and  I  will  take  yoor  wives  and 
children,  and  make  slaves  of  them,  and  sell  them  as  snch,  and  dispose  of 
them  as  his  majesty  may  command :  and  I  will  take  your  eflfects,  and  will 
do  yon  all  the  harm  and  injury  in  my  power,  as  vassals  idio  will  not  obey 
or  receive  their  sovereign,  and  who  resist  and  oppose  him.  And  I  protest 
that  the  deaths  and  disasters,  which  may  in  this  manner  be  occasioned, 
will  be  the  fanlt  of  yourselves,  and  net  of  his  majesty,  nor  of  me,  nor  of 
these  cavaliers  who  accompany  me.  And  of  what  I  here  t^  yoo,  and 
require  of  yoo,  I  call  upon  the  notary  here  present  to  give  me  h^  fligned 
testimonial." 
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to  mak«  knowD  Umt*  Um  imoortrj  of  tho 
Pacific  Ocean,  iii.  J03;  arrivei  there  after 
Davila  bad  left  to  laooeed  Noftes.  iii.  109. 

Arehitectare,  first  sic  as  of  lulid,  fonnd  ia  tho 
New  World,  iii.  981. 

Aieyto*.  or  ballads,  of  the  Haytiens.  i.  376. 

Aifnello,  friend  of  Noflex.  arretted  by  Pedrm- 
nas.  iii.  937 ;  execaled  with  Naffes  and 
others,  iii.  34S. 

Ariftizabal.  Don  Gabriel  de,  solicits  the  re- 
moval of  the  remains  of  Culnmbas,  iii  991. 

Arrian,  Lnis  de,  is  shnt  np  within  the  walk 
of  Mafdalena,  ii.  93. 

AstrulaM,  the.  applied  to  navigation,  i.  63. 

Astrolof^y,  saperstition  in,  iii.  137. 

Atalanus,  Plato's,  observations  on,  iii.  401. 

Audience,  royal,  court  of,  esUblisbed,  iii.  300. 

Augustine,  St.,  his  argnmenti  against  the  ex- 
isienoe  of  Antiiiodes.  i.  88. 

Augustine,  St.,  Cape  of,  discoTered  by  Pfnxoa, 
ii.  977. 

Anrea  Chersonesus,  the  place  whence  Solomon 
is  supposed  to  have  had  gold.  ii.  348  :  sup- 
posed by  Columbus  that  be  had  disoovered 
h.  iii.  Sb. 

Ayora,  sent  by  Pedrarins  to  the  proTinoet  of 
the  Southern  Sea,  iii.  900 ;  his  oondnot,  ib. 

Azores,  the,  when  discovered,  i.  3tf;  arrival 
at  by  Columbus  on  his  return  from  his  first 
voyage,  i.  344. 


Babeque,  a  supposed  island,  Columbus  goes  in 

search  of.  I.  188,  306. 
Bad^ot  Gonxakw,   forages  the  country,  iii. 

Bahama  Islands,  diwovery  of,  L  159;  cnhse 
among  the,  i.  164. 

Ballads  of  the  Haytiens,  i.  376,  H.  59. 

Bailester,  Miguel,  his  conduct  during  the  con- 
spiracy of  Roldan,  ii.  167 ;  receives  a  letter 
from  Columbus,  ii.  104  ;  jii>  character,  ii. 
105 ;  interview  with  Roldan,  ib. ;  second  in- 
terview, ii.  909 ;  sends  advice  to  the  admiral, 
ii,  903 ;  is  besieged  in  the  fortress  of  Coucep- 
Uon,  ii.  904 ;  sails  for  Spain,  ii.  916. 

Balsas,  river  of.  iii.  930 ;  sudden  rise  of,  iii. 
931 ;  bridge  of  logs  made  by  the  Indians,  iii. 
931. 

Barbas,  Las,  islands  of.  disoovered.  ii.  379. 

Barrantes,  Garcia  de,  sails  for  Spain,  ii.  916. 

Barros,  Joam  de,  his  account  of  Colnmbus*s 
proposition  to  John  II.  king  of  Portugal,  i  63. 

Basil,  St.,  hb  description  of  Paradise,  iii.  44}.' 

Baslides.  Rodrigo,  of  Seville,  explores  the  coast 
of  Terra  Firma,  ii.  978;  arrives  at  Hispani- 
ola,  where  he  is  imprisoned  by  Bobadilla,  ib., 
iii.  49 ;  voyage  of,  iii.  47  ;  loses  his  ships,  iii 
48 ;  sent  to  Spain  for  trial,  iii.  49 ;  rewarded 
by  the  crown,  ib. 

Baxa,  surrender  of.  i.  07." 

Beata.  Cape,  sailors  of  Colnmbna  oUmb  tbo 
rock  of.  Ii.  195. 

Bebem.  Martin,  his  planisphere,  i.  198  ;  an  ac 
count  of.  iii.  359;  the  assertion  relative  co 
his  having  discovered  the  western  world, 
pnrnooB  to  Colnmbu  oosMderad,  iiL  359. 


Bebedo  amists  Caonabo,  and  kilb  one  of  tho 
wives  of  Gnacanafari,  ii.  97 ;  the  onlr  Cn- 
ci(|tte  who  does  not  soe  for  peaoe.  ii.  48 ;  re- 
ceives a  visit  from  Bartholomew  Coiumbw, 
ii.  140 ;  his  reception  of  him,  it  143 ;  con- 
sents to  pay  tribute,  ii.  145 ;  invitKBthe  Ad- 
elantado  to  come  and  receive  it.  u.  156 ;  hts 
astonishment  at  visiting  a  Spanish  ship,  iL 
157. 

Belen,  river  of.  discovered,  iL  343 ;  abounds  ia 
fish,  U.  350 ;  Columbus  oommeaoes  a  settk- 
ment  on  iu  6anks,  ii.  948. 

Bell  of  Isabella,  the  snpeistitions  ideas  of  tho 
Haytiens  in  respect  to  it,  iL  33. 

Bel  vis  Pablo,  sent  to  Hayti  in  tho  plaoeof  F«f 
min  Cedo.  ii.  61. 

Bentez  Francisco,  opposes  the  anthority  of 
Mescua,  iiL  135 ;  receives  one  hundred  lashes, 
iiL  135. 

Berahoma,  condemned  to  death  lor  ha:nng 
violated  Ibe  wife  of  the  Cadque  of  tho  Vefav 
ii.  169 ;  is  pardoned,  ib. 

BeresiUo.  a  famous  dog-warrior  of  the  Span- 
iards, iii.  974  ;  sagacity  of.  iii.  975  and  note. 

Bernaldec,  Andrea,  a  shdrt  aooount  of  his  Klh 
and  writinn,  iii.  499. 

Bernardo  of  Valentia,  his  conspiracy  at  Jamai- 
ca. U.  409. 

Bioerra,  Francisco,  his  expedition  to  Zono,  iii. 
996;  180  of  his  men  lost,  ib. 

Bimiui.  rejuvenating  fi»untain  of,  iii.  979 ;  ox- 
peditian  of  Juan  Ponce  to  bathe  in  the  w»- 
ters,  iiL  981 ;  IJand  of,  discovered  by  POrex, 
iii.  983 ;  account  of,  iii.  984. 

Bim,  massacre  at  the  vUlage  of  a  oadqno 
*  named,  iii.  999 ;  Peru  suppoied  to  be  nanaed 
after  this  cacique,  999 ;  700  of  his  people 
killed  by  the  Spaniards,  ib. ;  Indian  prisonef* 
slain  by  Morales,  iii.  994. 

Bloodhounds,  first  use  of  in  the  New  Worid, 
L  ^ ;  employed  b^  Cohimbos  in  his  wars 
with  the  Haytiens,  ii.  43,  47 ;  terror  of  In- 
dians at,  iii.  164 ;  made  by  the  Spaniards 
instruments  ofrreat  cruelty,  iii.  167. 

Bobadilla,  Don  Francisco  de,  charged  with  a 
commission  to  Hispaniola  to  inquire  into  the 
conduct  of  Colmnbns,  u.  943 ;  his  el 
ib. ;  instructions  with  which  be  is  < 
U.  945,  6;  sails,  ii.  947 ;  arrives  at  St.  ^ 


mingo,  ii.  348 ;  his  jndgmoni 
he  leaves  his  ship,  iL  950 ; 
on  landing,  ib. ;  storms  the  fortress  of  St. 
Domingo,  ii.959 ;  assumes  the  government  bo- 
ibre  he  investigates  the  conduct  of  Columbns, 
ii.  353 ;  seizes  his  arms,  gold,  seoret  papen, 
ttc,  ib. ;  summons  Columbns  to  appear  bo- 
fore  him,  ii.  955 ;  bis  baseness  in  corcotiuf 
evidence,  ii.  3.'!6 ;  puts  Don  Diego  in  chnins, 
ii.  959 ;  also  Columbns.  ii.  960 ;  his  fe«rs  in 
respect  to  the  AdelanUdo,  IL  961 ;  pnts  him 
in  irons,  ii.  903 ;  his  mal-administratiun.  IL 
985;  a  Mfinf  of  his,  ii.  980;  imprisons 
Banides,  iii.  49 ;  superseded  in  his  govern- 
nent  by  Ovando,  li.  991  ;  kails  for  Spaia 
and  is  lost,  with  all  hb  emv,  ia  n  violent 
hurricane,  ii.  311  iii.  49. 
BcM  del  SisipS  iL  113,  U4. 
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BotftnKMi,  Jams,  labori  to  eottvart  the  Hay- 
Uent,  a,  149. 

Boriqaen.  we  Porto  Rioo,  iii.  303. 

Boyle,  Beni»rdo,  friar,  ippointed  mpostolioal 
vicar  for  the  New  World,  i.  984 ;  hia  advice 
to  Colomboi  in  respect  to  Gnacanafari.  L 
334 ;  oonfimM  the  accounts  tent  home  br 
Cotombat.  i.  348 ;  contecrates  the  firatchnren 
at  Isabella,  i.  350 :  his  cheraoter  and  oon- 
dnct,  i.  3^ ;  hit  hatre<l  of  Colambns.  ii.  10 ; 
eucoQ rages  the  miscondaet  uf .  Marcerite,  ii. 
Sii ;  forms  the  plan  of  seizing  Bunholomew 
Colambus's  ship<i  and  retnminf  to  Spain,  ib.; 

.  mU  sail,  ii.  21 ;  his  accusations  of  Colnmbos 
at  the  court  of  Madrid,  ii  fid. 

Braadan,  St..  imaginary  island  of.  iii.  403. 

Brayoan,  Cacique  of  Porto  Rico,  his  stratagem 
to  test  the  immortality  of  the  Spaniards,  iii. 
2G9  ;  conspiracy  of  the  natives,  iii.  270. 


Brazils,  the,  discovered  bv  Vicente  Pinson, 
ii.  377  ;  a  parkdisoovered  and  taken  pones- 
sion  of  for  the  Portuguese  crown  by  Cabral, 


ii.279. 
Breviesca,  Ximeno  de,  a  worthle«i  hireling,  ii. 

99 ;  his  condnot  and  punishment,  ii.  99. 
Bridjpe  uf  lo^s,  made  by  the  Indians,  iii.  331. 
Bucklers,  used  by  the  natives  of  Trinidad,  ii. 

111. 
Bull  of  Partition  issued  by  Pope  Martin  V.,  i. 

378 ;  relative  to  the  New  World,  limed  by 

Pope  Alexander  Vl„  i.  2»0. 

of  Demarcation,  i.  280. 

Bnrcos,  the  court  held  at.  ii.  90. 

Butios,  the  priests  of  the  Hayti^ns.  i.  370. 

Butterflies,  clouds  of,  seen  on   the  sontheni 

coast  of  Cuba,  L  417. 

C. 

Cabot.  Sebaxtian,  discovers  Labrador,  snppo- 
sed  to  be  the  first  that  visited  the  main-land 
of  the  New  World,  iu.  345. 

Cabral,  Pedro  Alvarez  de,  discovers  part  of  the 
Brazils,  and  takes  possession  of  it  in  the 
name  of  the  kins  of  Poriogal,  ii.  379. 

Cabron,  Cape,  or  Ca|io  del  Enamorado.  i.  33S. 

Cacao,  first  known  to  the  Spaniards,  ii.  315. 

Caciques,  seizure  ot  fourteen,  in  the  night,  b^ 
Bartholomew  Columbus  and  his  officers,  it. 
153 ;  eighteen  of  them  put  in  chains  by  or- 
der of  Morales  and  Pizarro,1ii.  331 ;  torn  to 
pieces  by  bloodhounds,  iii.  223 ;  prayer  of, 
ui.  1H7. 

Canaries,  an  optical  deliulon  ieen  by  the  peo- 
ple of  the,  i.  45 ;  arrival  of  Culnmbns  at,  in 
his  first  vovage,  i.  130. 

Canaveral.  Cape  of.  doubled  by  Ponce,  iii.  383. 

Canoes,  capable  of  containing  150  persons, 
seen  at  Puerto  Santo,  i.  191 ;  large  size  of 
thow)  at  Jamaica,  i.  401. 

Caonabo,  character  and  conduct  of.  i.  337 : 
take*  the  fortress  at  Ia  Navidad,  i.338 ;  and 
massacres  the  Spaniards,  i.  328 ;  assembles 
bit  warriors,  i.  3H1 ;  Columbus  leaves  direc- 
tions with  Margarita  to  surprise,  i.  389 ;  be- 
sieges Ojeda.  ii.  25 ;  gives  up  the  siege  and 
retires,  li.  37 ;  forms  a  plan  of  eztermina- 
tinf  the  Spaniards,  iL  37 ;  invadaa  the  tarri- 


toriea  of  Gaacanagari,  if.  87 ;  character  of,  ii. 
33 ;  is  visited  by  Ojeda,  with  a  design  to  en- 
trap him,  ib. ;  agrees  to  wait  upon  Colum- 
bus, and  sets  forward,  ii.  34 ;  is  taken  by 
stratagem,  ib. ;  is  chained,  ib :  his  conduct 
when  in  the  preaence  of  Columbus,  ii.  35, 36 ; 
embarks  for  Spain,  ii.  7G ;  a  Gnadaionpa 
woman  falls  in  love  with  him,  ii.  79 ;  dwt 
on  the  vo^rage,  ii.  80. 

CareU,  Caciqoe  of  Coybaj  hospitality  of  to  the 
Spaniards,  iii.  142;  is  visited  by  Nnflex 
and  made  captive ;  his  address  makea  tha 
humanity  of  Nufiez  vield  to  him,  iii.  143 ; 
daughter  of  marries  Nufiez,  iii.  144 ;  retnma 
to  his  territories,  ib. 

Carocol,  Island  of,  ii.  133. 

Cariari,  traniactions  at,  ii.  333-3. 

Caribbee  Islands  discovered,  i.  305-6. 

Caribs.  character  of  the,  i.  309 ;  origin  of,  i. 
317  ;  cruelty  to.  iii.  .101. 

Caravajal,  Don  Garcia  Lopex  de,  his  ombaaqr 
to  Purtngal,  L  390. 

Caravajal,  Alonzo  de,  commander  of  on*  of 
Columbus's  ships,  on  his  third  voyage,  iL 
104 ;  arrives  at  llispaniola,  ii.  190 ;  volnn- 
teers  to  endeavor  to  bring  the  rebeb  of  Xara- 
guA  to  obedience,  ii.  191  ;  his  ship  strikes  oa 
a  sand-bank,  ii.  193 ;  arrives  at  St  Domingo 
by  land,  ii.  193;  suspicions  entertained 
against  him.  ii.  301 ;  takes  a  letter  from  the 
admiral  to  Roldan,  iL  201 ;  takes  nropoel- 
tions  from  Roldan  lo  the  admiral,  li.  206 ; 
another  interview  with  Roldan.  ii.  308 ;  ap- 
pointed factor  to  Columbus,  ii.  200 ;  his  eiri- 
dence  relative  to  the  discovery  of  the  ooast 
of  Paria  by  Culumbns,  iii  341. 

Carracks,  description  of.  i.  301 ;  see  note. 

Carthagena,  expedition  to,  iii  00;  natives  of, 
ib. ;  destroyed  b^  the  Spaniards  in  revenge  or 
Cosa's  de^,  iii.  78 ;  magnanioious  condaot 
of  the  natives.  iiL  1 18. 

Casas,  Las,  his  character  of  Don  Diego  Colum- 
bus, i.  35.'> ;  his  obtervations  relative  to  Hay ti, 
i.  360  ;  his  account  of  two  Spaniards,  i.  385 ; 
his  picture  of  the  consequences  of  the  adnun- 
istratiiin  of  Ovando,  ii.  10,  note ;  hb  account 
of  a  combat  between  one  Indian  and  two 
mounted'  cavaliers,  ii.  439 ;  is  present  at  a 
battle  in  Higoey.  ii.  448-9 ;  his  remark  ob 
the-cold  reception  of  Columbus  hy  the  king, 
ii.  471 ;  his  remark  in  respect  to  the  iiynstioa 
of  Ferdinand,  ii.  474 ;  an  account  of,  iii. 
415 ;  his  zeal  in  behalf  of  the  slaves,  iii. 
419;  his  dubioiu  expedient  to  lessen  the 
quantum  of  human  misery,  iii.  419;  ehar- 
acter  of  his  General  Historr  of  the  Indies, 
iii.  490. 

Carillo.  Luis,  associated  with  Nufiez  on  the  ex- 
oediUon  to  Dobayba,  iii.  313 ;  is  kiUed,  iii. 

CasUneda,  Juan  de,  hb  dbgraoefnl  leoeotioft 
of  Columbus  on  hb  return  from  the  New 
World,  i.  346-7 ;  cause  of  hb  conduct,  i.  349. 

Catalina.  a  Carib.  her  admiration  of  Gnacana- 
gari,  i.  335 ;  proposes  to  her  captive  oompao- 
ions  an  attempt  to  regaiv  their  Ubeftj,  ib. ; 
caoapes  by  swinimaf ,  ib. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


474 


INDEX. 


CataUBi,  a  ftmale  Cadqiie,  fkllt  in  Iot*  with 
MifMlDias,  U,  71 ;  inparti  to  him  aluowl- 
tdge  of  the  gold  mioM  of  H17111.  ib. 
^Cathay,  aooooato  of  Maroo  Polo,  it  raspact 
to,  iii.  ^394;  of  Sir  John  MandeTilJe,  iii. 
399. 

Calberine.  St,  dkoorwj  of.  i.  190. 

Cavaliers,  calamities  of,  at  Darien,  iii.  907-6 ; 
many  of  them  retam  to  Spain,  iii.  909. 

Cavern,  near  Cape  Francois,  dafoription  of, 
i.  379. 

Caymans,  islands  of,  ii.  373. 

Cedo,  Fermio,  hii  opinion  in  respect  to  the 
|[old  foand  in  Uispaaiola,  i.  3S3 ;  Belvis  sent 
in  his  place,  ii.  61. 

Ceata,  the  bishop  of,  his  argnments  against  the 
proposition  of  CoJnmbus,  i.  65-6 ;  propoees 
to  the  oonncil  to  keep  Colnmbns  in  sn»- 
pense,  and  in  the  mean  time  to  send  a  ship 
in  the  foote  proposed,  i.  68 ;  this  advice  act- 
ed upon,  ib. ;  and  faib,  ib. 

Cheapes,  conseqoence  of;  forbids  the  Span- 
iards to  enter  his  territory,  iii.  173 ;  the  en- 
oonnten  with  him,  ib. 

Chanea,  Dr  ,  confirms  the  aooonnts  sent  home 
by  Colnmbns,  i.  348. 

Charles  VIII.  king  of  France,  his  kindness  to 
Bartholomew  Colnmbns.  ii.  19. 

Charles  V.  sncoeeds  his  fnindfather,  Ferdi- 
nand, iii.  303 ;  leoognises  the  innocence  of 
Don  Diego  C<riambos,  ib.  ;  acknowledges 
the  right  of  Don  Diego  to  exercise  the  office 
of  viceroy,  ib. ;  his  orden  in  respect  to 
the  claims  of  Don  Diego's  widow,  iii.  307 ; 
his  ordinances  relative  to  the  slave  trade,  iiL 
418. 

Charlevoix,  his  description  of  the  sea  of  the 
Antilles,  i.  175-6. 

Chanfepie,  Jaoones  Geoise,  a  passage  from, 
in  respect  to  tiie  Colombos,  iii.  394. 

Christoval.  St.,  fortress  of,  erected  b^  Bartho- 
lomew Colombos,  ii.  137 :  mountains  of,  it 
345. 

Chnchama,  massacre  of,  Iii.  991. 

Cibao,  Colnmbos's  expedition  to  the  monn- 
tains  of,  i.  363 ;  meaning  of  the  word  Cibao, 
I.  3(19 ;  Lnxan's  description  of  .the  moun- 
tains of,  i.  366. 

Ci^nayent,  a  warlike  Indian  tribe,  account  of, 

dntra,  rook  of,  arrival  at,  by  Colnmbns  on 

his  return  from  the  New  Worid,  i.  959. 
Cipango  (or  Japan),  Maroo  Polo's  account  of, 

Cities,  island  of  the  seven,  iii.  410. 

Cladeia,  Don  Christoval,  his  refutation  of  a 

letter  written  by  M.  Otto,  to  Dr.  Franklin, 

iii.  355 
Colon,  Diego,  acts  as  interpreter,  i.  386  496 ; 

his  speech  to  the  natives  of  Cuba,  i.  489 ; 

marries  the  daughter  of  the  Cacique  Ona- 

rionex,  ii.  31. 
Codro,  Mioer.  the  Italian  astrologer,  iH.  938 ; 

his   prophecy  concerning  Nnfiez,  iii.  930; 

death  of,  iii.  980 ;   prophecy  of,  conoemiBJ 

Valenauela,  iii.  9KI.      "^      '      '  "* 

Colombo,  the  old  Genoese  admiral,  ooavvy 


the  kinff  of  Porngal  to  the  lleditamBMa 
coast  of  France,  i .  31. 

Colombo,  the  yooi^er  (nephew  of  the  oU  ad- 
miral), -a  famous  eoisair,  i.  31. 

.    Balthaxm^,   of  Cuccaro,  loses  hii 

cause  in  respect  to  the  heirship  of  Colnmbna, 
iii.  308. 

,  Juan,  commander  of  one  of  Colnnr' 
bus's  ships  on  his  third  voyage,  ii.  104. 

Colombos,  the  navigators,  an  account  of,  fiL 
393;  ea^om  of  the  Venetian  galleys,  iiL 
397. 

Colnmbu  panics    Bar- 

tholoni  if  Africa,  ii. 

10;  an  p.  u.  10-11; 

arrives  Mit  to  assist 

his  bra  I ;  oharactar 

of.  ib.  us  with  the 

title  ai  »,  ii.  14 ;  at- 

tends fa  1  against  the 

Indian  goes  to  the 

mines  ivested  with 

the  CO  f  Columbus 

to  Sp^»,  ...  .V,  »«^  .w..^  misoner,  h. 
103 ;  saib  to  meet  his  brother,  li.  196 ;  ae- 
coont  of  his  administration  during  the  ab- 
sence uf  Colnmbns.  ii.  137  ;  sen&  30O  In- 
dians to  Spain  to  be  sold  as  slaves,  ii.  139 ; 
erects  the  fortress  of  San  Domingo,  u.  140 ; 
|iays  a  visit  to  Behecio,  ii.  143 ;  his  reoe|^- 
tion,  ii.  144  ;  demands  a  tribute,  ii.  145 ;  es- 
tablishes a  chain  of  mflitary  posts,  ii.  147 ; 
causes  several  Indians  who  had  broken  some 
Christian  images.  &c.,  to  be  burnt,  ii,  150 ; 
marches  against  the  Caciques,  who  had  form- 
ed a  conspiracy  against  the  Spaniards,  g. 
159 ;  causes  them  to  be  seized,  li.  153 ;  par- 
dons most  of  them,  ii.  154  ;  again  visiu  Be- 
hecio to  receive  the  tribute  of  cotton,  ii.  156; 
his  skill  in  fjovemment,  ii.  159 ;  a  consptmcy 
formed  against  him  by  Roldan,  ii.  160-9; 
narrowly  escapes  assassination,  ii.  169;  re- 
pairs to  the  Ve^  in  relief  of  Fort  Gonoep- 

•  tion,  ii.  167  ;  hu  interview  with  Roldan.  ii 

168;  is  s'  •    "    •       •    — 

relieved 
publishei 
their  dot 
nex  who 
in  the  m< 
esthe  wi 
had  take 
ble  oons 

proceediL„-     ^_„ 

conspiracy  01  Guevara  and  Moxica,  ii.  S3S ; 
is  put  in  irons  by  Bobadtlla,  ii.  909 ;  accom- 
panies Colnmbns  on  his  fourth  voyage,  n. 
306 ;  waits  on  the  governor  of  ErciJia,  U. 
306;  takes  possession  of  Cape  Hondnras 
in  the  name  of  the  sovereigns  of  Castile,  ii. 
318 ;  lands  at  Cariari,  ii.  399,  7 ;  forms  a 
plan  to  seize  Q,aibian,  ii.  358,  3 ;  does  so, 
with  his  wives  and  children,  ii.  354 ;  C^ni- 
bian  escapes,  ii.-355 ;  and  attacks  in  ntnra, 
ii.  358 ;  ii  finally  compelled  to  remove  the  set- 
tlement to  another  place,  ii.  361  ;  is  in  great 
daage;,  ib.;  oompeUed  to  embaik  with  hit 
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fafOtherandaUhbrnen,!!.  966;  wts  sail  from 
St.  Domingo  for  Spain  with  hk  brother,  li. 
458 ;  proo^da  to  oonrt  to  urfe  the  justioe  of 
the  kinff,  ii.  471 ;  aoooropanies  his  brother  to 
court,  lb.  ;  coes  to  ie|»resent  his  brother 
on  the  arrival  of  the  new  king  and  qneen  of 
Castile,  ii.  477 ;  is  sent  oot  to  St.  Domingo 
by  Ferdinand  to  admonish  bis  nephew,  Don 
ENego,  iii.  302 ;  is  presented  with  the  proper- 
tT  and  government  of  Mona  for  life,  sc, 
iu.  301 ;  die*  at  St.  Domingo,  iiL  302;  hU 
character,  ib. 
CoJumbns,  Christopher^  aooonat  of  his  birth, 
parentage,  and  adocation,  i.  32 ;  early  life 
of,  i.  23 ;  his  first  voyage,  i.  28  ;  engages  in 
the  service  of  Reinier,  king  of  Nanles.  i.29 ; 
ahen  the  point  of  the  com  pan  of  his  ship  to 
deceive  his  discontented  crew,  i.  30 ;  engaged 
in  the  Mediterranean  and  the  Levant,  u  31 ; 
said  to  be  appointed  captain  of  several  Ge- 
noese ships  in  the  service  of  Louis  XI.,  ib.; 
his  gaUant  condaot  when  sailing  with  Co- 
lombo the  younger,  ib. ;  roes  to  Lisbon, 
where  he  takes  op  his  residence,  i.  32,  41 ; 
picture  of  his  peison,  i.  41  ;  early  character, 
lb.;  becomes  enamoured  of  Dona  Felipa  Mo- 
nis  de  Palestrello,  whom,  he  marries,  i.  42 ; 
becomes  possessed  of  his  fatlier  in-Iaw's 
charts,  jonmals,  ftc,  ib.;  removes  to  tha 
Uand  of  Porto  Santo,  i.  44  ;  becomes  ac- 
quainted with  Pedro  Correo,  a  navigator  of 
note,  ib  ;  b  animated  with  a  wish  to  i 


discoveries,  ib.;  grounds  on  which  he  founds 
his  belief  of  the  existence  of  nndisoovered 
countries  in  the  West,  L  48 ;  correspondence 
of  Colombos  with  Paulo  Tow»nelli,  i.  67 ; 
makes  a  voyace  to  the  north  of  Europe,  L 
59;  the  astroUbe  having  been  applied  to 
navigation,  Columbus  proposes  a  vovage  of 
discovery  to  John  II.  kiac  of  Poitngai,  i.  63 : 
this  proposition  is  referred  to  a  Junto  charged 
with  all  matters  rolatiag  to  maritime  diMO- 
Tery,  i.  65 ;  who  regard  the  project  as  vi- 
sionar^r,  >b.;  the  king^  then  refeis  it  to  his 
cottuoil.  ib.;  by  whom  it  is  condemned,  L 
68 ;  a  ship  is  secretly  sent  in  the  direction 
proposed,  bnt  returns,  ib.;  Cdnmbos's  indig- 
nation, ib.;  loses  his  wife,  i.  69 ;  quits  Por- 
tngal.  ib.;  goes  to  Genoa  and  proposes  his 
project  to  the  government,  i.  71 ;  it  is  reject- 
ed, ib.;  supposed  by  some  to  have  carried 
his  plan  to  Venice,  i.  73 ;  visits  his  father, 
i.  71,  3 ;  arrives  in  Spain,  and  requests  a  lit- 
tle bread  and  water  at  a  convent  of  Prancb- 
aan  friars,  L  102 ;  the  prior  detains  him  as  a 
guest,  ib.;  and  invites  C^arcia  Femaadex  to 
meet  him.  ib.;  gives  him  letters  of  introdnc-< 
tion  to  Fernando  de  Talavera,  qneen  Isa- 
bella's confessor,  i.  104 ;  sets  out  for  Cordo- 
va, i.  73 ;   arrives  there,  i.  79 ;   finds  it  im- 


possible to  obtain  a  heating,  ib.;  the  queen's 
confessor  regards  hb  plan  as  impossible,  ib.; 
maintains  himself  bv  designing  maps  and 
charts,  i.  99 ;  b  received  into  the  house  of 


I'j 


Ahmzo  de  QniataniUa,  i.  79 ;  intiodnoed  to 
tha  arobbbhep  of  Toledo,  i.  81 ;  who  givet 


friend  and  procures  him  an  aadienoe  of  the 
king,  i.  H2 ;  who  desires  the  prior  of  Pndo 
to  assemble  astronomera,  be.  to  hold  confer- 
ence with  him.  ib.;  Columbus  appears  be- 
fore the  assembly  at  SaJau.anca,  i.  84 ;  ar- 
guments against  hu  theory,  i.  85 ;  hb  reply, 
1. 86 ;  the  subject  experiences  procrastination 
and  neglect,  i.  H9 ;  b  compelled  to  follow  the 
movement!  of  the  court,  i.  05 ;  hb  plan  re- 
commended by  the  marchioness  of  moya,  L 
95,  105, 112;  receives  an  invitation  to  return 
to  Portugal  from  John  II.,  i.  95 ;  receives  a 
favorable  letter  from  Henry  VII.  of  Eng- 
land, i.  96 ;  distinguishes  himself  in  the  cam- 
paign of  1489,  and  b  impmsed  deeply  with 
the  arrival  and  message  of  two  friais  from 
the  soldan  of  Egypt  relative  to  the  Holy 
Land,  i.  97 ;  determines  to  devote  the  profits 
arising  from  hb  intended  disooverv  to  the 
purpose  of  rescuing  the  holy  sepulchre  from 
the  hands  of  the  infideb,  i.  96 ;  council  of 
learned  men  again  convened,  i.  100 ;  who 
pronounce  the  schente  vain  and  impossible, 
lb.;   receives  a  message  from  the  sovereigns, 


ib.;  has  an  audience  of  the  sovereigns,  i. 
101 ;  leaves  Seville  in  disgust,  ib.;  forms  a 
connection  with  Beatrix  Enriqoex,  L  80 ;  ap- 
plies to  the  duke  of  Medina  Sidonia,  who  re- 
jects hb  plan,  i.  72 ;  applies  to  the  duke  of 
Medina  Oeli.  who  b  prevented  from  aooediaf 
to  hb  plan  from  a  fear  of  the  court,  ib.;  re- 
turns to  the  convent  of  La  Rabida,  i.  103 ; 
r  Alonxo  Piaxon  ofleo  to  pay  hb  expenses  in 
a  renewed  appHcation  to  tna  court,  L  104 ; 
returns  at  the  desire  of  the  qneen,  i.  105 ; 
witnesses  the  surrender  of  Oianada  to  the 
Spanish  arms,  i.  107 ; '  negotiation  with  per- 
sons appointed  by  the  sovereigns,  i  108 ;  hb 
propositioas.  are  considered  extravagant,  i. 
109 ;  are  pronounced  inadmissible,  ib.;  low- 
er terms  are  oflfered  him,  which  he  rqects,  {. 
110;  the  negotiation  broken  off,  ib.;  quits 
Sanu  Fe,  ib.;  Lnb  de  St.  Angel  reasons 
with  the  qneen.  i.  HI ;  who  at  last  consents, 
i.  113 ;  a  messenger  dbpatched  to  recall  Co- 
lombus.  i.  1 13 ;  be  returns  to  SaaU  Fe,  ib. 


at  with  the  Spanish  sovereigns,  i. 

an  appointed  page  to  prince  Joan, 

i.  118 ;  he  returns  to  LaRabida,  i.  119 ;  pre- 


114 


ageineni 
;  hbson 


parations  at  the  Port  of  Palos,  and  appie- 
bensions  there  relative  to  the  expedition,  ib.; 
not  a  vessel  can  be  proouied,  i.  121 ;  they 
aae  at  last  fambhed,  ib.;  Colnmbns  hoists 
hb  flag,  i.  123 ;  saUs,  K  128 ;  prf>logne  to  hb 
voyage,  i.  125 ;  an  account  of  the  map  be 
bad  prepared  previous  to  sailing,  i.  138 ;  difll- 
cnlties  begin  to  arise,  i.  130  ;  arrives  at  the 
Canaries,  1. 130;  oooaes  in  sight  of  Mopnt 
Teneriflfe.  ib.;  arrives  at  Gomera,  ib.;  the 
news  which  reached  him  there,  ib.;  alarm  of 
hb  sailors  on  losing  all  sight  of  land,  i.  131 ; 
begins  to  keep  two  reckoning*^  i.  132 ;  falls 
ia  with  part  of  a  mast,  i.  133 ;  notices  a  Ta- 
nation  of  the  needle,  ib.;  hb  opinkM  reladwa 
to  that  phenomenon,  i.  134 ;  they  an  visited 
by  two  birds,  i.  135 ;  tarron  of  tha  seamia 
ib.;  tern larga  patdMi  of  weads,  1.190;  km 
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■Haatira  beoomw  more  eritleal,  i.  199 ;  put 
of  hii  craw  determine,  sbonld  be  refue  to 
ratoni,  to  tlirow  him  into  the  see,  i  144 ; 
fmln  appeennce  of  land,  i.  J44,  145,  146; 
his  eiew  become  exceedingly  clamorons,  i. 
149 ;  the  aneition  that  he  capitulated  with 
them  disproved,  ib.;  his  address  to  the  crew, 
L  151 ;  sees  a  lifhl.  i.  153 ;  land  discovered, 
ib.;  the  reward  for  landadjndced  to  him,  ib.; 
lands  on  the  island  of  BL  Sdvador,  L  156 ; 
which  he  takes  possewion  of  in  the  name  of 
the  Castilian  sovereigns,  ib.;  the  surprise  of 
the  natives,  i.  157  ;  gold  first  discovered,  i. 
160;  reconnoitres  the  island,!.  162;  takes 
seven  of  the  inhabitants  to  teach  them  Ba- 
nish that  they  might  become  interpreters,  i. 
163 ;  discovers  Santa  Maria  de  la  Concep- 
tion, i.  165;  disoovecs  Exnma,  i.  167;  die* 
covert  Isabella,  i.  169 ;  hears  of  two  islands 
called  Cnba  and  Bohio,  i.  170,  171  ;  sails  in 
search  of  the  former,  i.  173;  discovers  it, 
ib.;  takes  formal  possession,  i.  173 ;  sends  two 
Spaniards  np  the  coantry,  i.  1^;  coasts 
along  the  shore,  i.  IHl ;  ratnm  of  the  Span- 
iards with  their  report,  i.  183.  3 ;  go«s  in 
search  of  the  snppoeed  island  of  Bab^ne,  i. 
1^8 ;  discovers  an  archipelago,  to  which  he 
gives  the  name  of  the  King's  Garden,  i.  189 ; 
desertion  of  Alonio  Pinzon,  ib ;  discovers 
St.  Catharine,  in  which  be  finds  stones 
veined  with  |^,  i.  190 ;  specimen  of  his 
style  in  dettcription,  ib. ;  reaches  what  he 
supposes  to  be  the  eastern  extremity  of  Asia, 
i.  193;  discovers  Hispaniola,  i.  193;  iU 
transcendent  appearance,  i.  194;  enters  a 
harbor,  to  whicn  he  gives  tlie  name  of  St. 
Michotes.  ib. ;  a  femaw  broucht  to  him  who 
wore  an  ornament  of  gold  in  her  nose,  i.  195 ; 
ooasu  along  the  shores,  -i.  901 ;  is  visited  by 
a  Cacique,  i.  203 ;  receives  a  message  from 
Goacanagari,  i.  305 ;  his  ship  strikes  upon  a 
sand-bank  in  the  night,  i.  207,  8 ;  some  of 
bk  crew  desert  in  a  boat,  i.  306 ;  the  ship 
becomes  a  wreck,  and  he  takes  refuge  on 
board  a  caravel,  i.  909 ;  receives  assistance 
from  Guacanagari,  ib. ;  transactions  with 
the  natives,  i.  311 ;  b  invited  to  the  residence 
of  Guacanagari,  i.  313 ;  his  aflectionate  re- 
ception of  him.  i.  213, 13, 14;  his  people  de- 
sire to  have  permission  to  remain  in  the  island, 
i.  317  ;  he  forms  the  plaa  of  a  colony  and 
the  design  of  oonstmcting  a  fortress,  i.  318 ; 
and  of  retuminc  to  Spain  for  reinforcements, 
ib. ;  cnteitained  in  the  nsoet  hospitable  man- 
ner by  Guacanagari,  i.  320 ;  who  procures 
for  him  a  great  quantity  of  gold  previous  to 
his  departure,  i.  331  ;  his  address  to  the  peo- 
)le,  i.  334 ;  gives  a  feast  to  the  chieftains, 
235;  sails.  i.S26;  coasts  towards  the  east- 
em  end  of  Hispaniola,  i.  339;  meets  with 
Pfnzon,  i.  330;  Pinson's  apology,  ib. ;  ac- 
count of  the  Ciguavens,  i.  3^3 ;  the  first  na- 
tive Mood  shed  by  the  whites,  i.  334 ;  account 
of  the  return  voyage,  i.  338 ;  encounters  vio- 
lent storms,  i.  339 ;  the  crew  draw  loU  who 
shall  perform  pilgrimages,  i.34l ;  two  lots  fkO 
to  the  admiral;  vows  made,  ib.;  ovmmitsaa 


t 


accoont  of  his  voyage  fa  a  barrel  to  ibo  mm, 
i.  943 ;  land  discovered,  i.  944 ;  which  provea 
to  be  the  Aaores,  ib. ;  transactions  at  Sc 
Mary's,  i.  846 ;  receives  supplies  and  a  mca^ 
sage  from  the  governor,  ib. ;  attempted  per- 
formance of  the  vow  made  during  the  storm, 
i.  947 ;  the  seamen  taken  prisonen  bv  the  rri>> 
ble,  headed  by  the  governor,  ib. ;  the  gover- 
nor's disgraceftol  conduct,  I  948;  seam— 
liberated,  ib. ;  cause  of  the  governor's  coti- 
duct.  i.  949;  violent  gales,  i.  2S0;  lots  Ibf 
pilgrimages  again  cast,  i  351  ;  arrives  off  els' 
tra,  in  Portugal,  i.  358  ;  writes  to  the  sovo- 
reigns  and  the  king  of  Portugal,  ib. ;  n  *■■»• 
moned  br  a  Portuguese  admiral  to  give  aa 
account  of  bimsellT  i.  253 ;  efcct  of  hiv  re- 
turn at  Ldvbon,  ib. ;  receives  an  invitatioa 
from  the  king  of  Portugal,  i.  354 ;  interrtew 
with  the  king,  ib. ;  jealoosy  of  the  king  ex- 
cited, i.  355 ;  a  proposition  to  the  king  by 
some  of  his  courtiers  to  aasassinale  Columbw 
andtake  advantage  of  his  discoveries,  i  3S6; 
rejected  by  the  king,  i.  957 ;  disgraceful  plot 
of  the  king  to  rob  Spain  of  the  newly  discov- 
ered possessions,  ib. ;  his  interview  with  the 
queen  of  Portu|^,  i.  35^^ :  enters  the  harbor 
of  Palos,  ib. ;  acoountof  hb  reception  there, 
L  9G0 ;  arrival  of  Pinzon,  i.  903 ;  receives  aa 
invitation  from  the  sovereigns  at  Barpeloaa, 
i.  365  ;  hb  reception  on  the  road,  i.  966  ;  b 
received  in  a  magnificent  manner  by  the 
oourtieis,  i.  368 ;  and  the  sovereigns,  ib. ;  hb 
vow  in  respect  to  the  holy  sepulchre,  i.  969; 
the  manner  in  which  hb  discoveries  were  re- 
ceived throughout  Europe,  i.  971 ;  a  coat  of 
arms  given  him.  i.  273 ;  the  manner  in  whic^ 
he  rweives  the  honors  paid  to  him,  i.  975 ; 
preparatinns  for  a  second  voyace,  L  981; 
agreement  made  with  the  sovereigns,  i.  985 ; 
powers  with  which  he  b  investeid,  i.  986; 
takes  leave  of  the  sovereigns  at  Baroekma, 
ib.:  arrives  at  Seville,  i.393;  prepares ler 
the  voyage,  ib. ;  ideas  of  Columous  and  the 
people  relative  to  the  New  World,  i.  994 ; 
sn«olenoe  of  Juan  de  Soria,  i.  997 ;  ooadnct 
of  Fonstea,  ib. ;  departure  on  his  aeooad 
voyage,  i.  300 ;  anchors  at  Oomera,  i.  309 ; 
gives  sealed  instructions  to  the  commander 
of  each  vessel,  ib  ;  sees  a  swallow,  i.  394 ; 
encounters  a  storm,  ib. ;  sees  the  lights  oc 
St.  Elmo.  ib. ;  discovers  the  Caribbee  Isl- 
ands, i.  305 ;  takes  possession  of  them,  t.  906; 
discovers  Guadaloupe,  ib.;  traasactioas  these, 
i.  306,  7, 8,  9 ;  cruises  among  the  Caribbees, 
i.3l3,  14.  15;  arrives  at  Ubraaiola,  i.  319; 
at  the  gulf  of  Samana,  i.  390 ;  aacfaois  at 
Monte  Christi,  ib.;  arrives  at  La  Navidad, 
i.  331 ;  b  visited  by  a  cousin  of  the  Cadaoc, 
ib. ;  learns  a  disaster  which  had  oecnrwd  at 
the  fortress,  ib. ;  visits  Goacanagari,  i.  330; 
abandons  La  Navidad.  i  337 ;  foands  tke 
city  of  Isabella  at  Monte  Chrbti.  i.  339; 
falls  sick,  L  341 ;  sends  Alonzo  de  Ojcda  te 
ex|>lore  the  interior  of  the  island,  i.  343; 
dispatdies  twelve  ships  to  Spain,  L  345; 
reqiMsts  ftesh  supplies,  ib.;  rscoiameadi 
FMfo  Maigarila  aad  Jnaa  Agaada  to  tkt 
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^ttiOBagv  of  the  (OTeninient,  i.  346 ;  raoom- 
mends  a  carioas  plaa  in  respwt  to  la  ex- 
ehmoM  of  Caribs  for  livestnck,  L  347 ;  reoom* 
mendmUon  of  Uulombat  in  retpect  to  tbe 
Caribs,  i.  ib. ;  hit  condnct  in  retpect  to 
Diaz's  motiny,  i.  3.53 ;  oonieqaences,  ib. ; 
Mt*  oat  on  an  expedition  to  the  moaDtain* 
of  Cibao,  i.  355 ;  erects  a  fortren  of  wood 
amone  the  mountains,  i.  363;  reiaras  to 
Isabella^  >•  38U ;  receives  nnpleasunt  intelli- 
fenee  from  Pedro  Margarite,  i.  381 ;  sickness 
in  tbe  colonv,  ib. ;  puts  his  people  on  short 
allowance,  i.  382 ;  offends  the  Hidalgos,  bv 
making  tbem  share  the  common  labors  ot 
the  colony,  i.  363 ;  distribntea  his  forces  in 
the  interior,  i.  387 ;  givot  the  command  of 
them  to  Pedro  Margarite,  ib. ;  his  instroo- 
tions  to  that  officer,  i.  388 ;  instraots  Mar- 
garite to  surprise  and  secnre  Caonabn,  i.  389 ; 
his  conduct  in  respect  to  Uaytien  thieves, 
ib ;  saib  for  Cuba.  i.  393.  4 ;  visits  La 
Navidad«  i.  dQ5 ;  arrivci  at  St.  Nichcrias,  ib. ; 
lands  at  Guaatanamo,  ib. ;  anchors  at  St. 
Jago,  i.  398;  sails  in  search  of  Babe<)ae, 
ib. ;  discovers  Jamaica,  ib. ;  received  in  a 
hostile  manner,  i.  400;  takes  possession  of 
tbe  island,  i:  401 ;  amicable  intercourse  with 
tbe  natives,  ib. ;  retams  to  Cnba,  i.  404 ; 
lands  arCabo  do  la  Crux,  ib. ;  enoonnten  a 
•torm.  i.  405;  becomes  engaged  in  a  most 
difficult  navuation,  ib. ;  discovers  an  archi- 

Slago,  to  which  be  gives  the  naftie  of  the 
neen's  Gardens,  ib. ;  beam  of  a  province 
called  Mangon,  which  greatly  eioitas  hb  at- 
tention, i.  408,  0 ;  coasts  along  the  southern 
tide  of  Cuba,  i.  410;  encounters  adangwons 
navigation  in  a  white  sea,  i.  411 ;  sends  par- 
ties to  explore  the  interior  of  the  country, 
i.  412,  13,  14  :  deceives  himself  in  respect  to 
what  be  wislies,  i.  416;  fancies  be  has  ar- 
rived en  that  part  of  Asia  which  is  bevond 
the  boundaries  of  the  Old  World,  laid  down 
by  Ptolemy,  i.  418;  anticipate*  retnmingto 
Spain  by  the  Aurea  Chenonesns,  Tapro- 
bana.  the  Straits  of  Babelmandel.  and  the 
Red  Sea.  or  the  Coast  of  Africa,  i.  418,  19; 
ntums  aWng  the  southern  coast  of  Cuba,  in 
the  assurance  that  Cuba  was  the  extremity 
of  the  Asiatic  continent,  i.  490,  1,  2;  disco- 
vers the  island  of  Evaagelista,  i.  423 ;  his 
•hip  runs  aground,  i.  4&;  sails  along  the 
province  of  Omofay,  i.  494  ;  erects  erosses 
ui  conspicuous  situations  to  denote  his  die- 
eoveriea,  i.  425;  is  addressed  by  an  Indian, 
ib. ;  takes  an  Indian  with  him,  i.  428 ;  his 
•hip  leaks,  ib  ;  reaches  Santa  Craz,  ib. ; 
coasts  along  the  sooth  side  of  Jamaica,  i.  429 ; 
his  ship  visited  by  a  Cacique  and  hb  whole 
family,  ib. ;  who  offiw  to  accompany  him  to 
Spain  to  do  homage  to  the'  king  and  queen, 
i.  431 ;  he  evades  thb  offer,  i.  432 ;  coasts 
along  tbe  south  side  of  Hbpaniola,  i,  433 ; 
makes  an  error  in  reckoning,  i.  435 ;  anivee 
at  Mona,  i.  438 ;  b  suddenly  deprived  of  all 
kb  faculties,  i.   437;    arrives         '    *  " 


ib. ;  M  joined  by  hb  brother  Bartholomew, 
U.  9;  uivaats  lum  with  tbe  tiOo  and  aa- 


thority  of  Addantado.  ii.  14 }  b  vblted  by 
Onaoanagari,  who  informs  him  of  a  league 
formed  against  him  by  the  Haytiea  Caciques, 
ii.  29 ;  his  measures  to  restore  the  quiet  of 
the  island,  ii.  29,  30;  wins  over  Gnariiuex, 
and  prevaib  upon  him  to  give  his  daughter 
in  marriage  to  Diego  Colon,  ii  31 ;  builds 
Fort  Conception  in  the  territories  of  Guano- 
nex,  ib; ;  I'aonabo  b  delivered  into  hb 
hands  by  Ojeda.  ii.  34 :  he  puts  him  in 
chains,  ii.  35;  hb  interview  with  him.  ii. 
35,  36 ;  hU  anxiety  relieved  by  the  arrival 
of  Antonio  de  Torres,  ii.  38 ;  sends  home 
specimens  of  gold,  plants,  3lc..  and  five  hun- 
dred Indian  prbuners  to  be  sold  as  slaves,  ii. 
40 ;  undertakes  an  expedition  against  the 
Indians  of  the  Vega.  ii.  43;  a  battle  en- 
sues, ii.  46;  the  Indians  defeated,  ii.  47; 
makes  a  military  tour  through  various  parts 
of  the  island,  and  reduces  it  to  obedience,  ii. 
48 ;  imposes  a  tribute,  ii.  50 ;  refuses  the  offer 
of  Gnarionex  to  cultivate  grain,  instead  of 
payiilg  in  gold,  ib. ;  ereeu  fbrU,  ii.  51; 
the  natives  having  destroyed  the  crops, 
am  hunted  and  compdlod  to  letum  to  their 
labors,  ii  53-4 ;  account  of  the  intrigues 
against  Columbus  in  the  court  of  Spain,  ii. 
56 ;  charges  brought  against  him,  ib. ;  hb 
popularity  declines  in  consequence,  ii.  57 ; 
measures  taken  in  Spain,  ii.  58 ;  Aguado 
arrives  at  Isabella  to  ctrflect  information  re- 
lative to  the  state  of  tbe  colony,  ii.  63 ;  hb 
dignified  conduct  at  hb  first  interview  with 
Aguado,  ii.  66 ;  the  Caciques  prefer  com- 
plaints against  him,  ii.  67 ;  he  resolves  on 
returning  to  Spain,  ib. ;  a  violent  hurri- 
cane occoni  previous  to  his  departure,  which 
sinks  six  caraveb,  ib. ;  pleased  with  the 
discovery  of  the  gold  mines  of  Hayna,  ii.  70 ; 
orden  a  fort  to  be  erected,  ii  73 ;  investa  hb 
brother  with  the  command,  ii.  75 ;  saib  for 
Spain,  ib. ;  arrives  at  Guadalonpe,  ii.  77 ; 
his  politic  condnct  there,  ib.;  leaves  Gua- 
dalonpe, ii.  79 ;  a  famine  on  board  the  •hips, 
ib.  ;  hb  magnanimous  condnct,  ii.  80; 
arrives  in  Spain,  ib. ;  hb  representation 
of  things,  ii.  83 ;  writes  instructions  for  the 
oonduct  of  Bartholomew,  ib. ;  invited  to 
court,  ii.  83 ;  favorably  received,  ii.  86  ; 
propose*  a  third  voyage  of  discovery,  ii.  86 ; 
the  king  pronuses'  him  ships,  ib. ;  delays 
and  their  causes,  ii.  86-89 ;  refuses  the  title 
of  duke  or  marquess,  and  a  grant  of  lands  in 
MispMiola.  ii  91  ;  terms  on  which  he  was 
to  sail,  ib. ;  honors  bestowed  upon  him,  ii.  02 ; 
hb  respect  and  love  for  Genoa,  ib.  ;  makes 
hb  will,  ib. ;  odium  thrown  upon  hb  en- 
terprise*, ii.  95 ;  plan  to  which  he  was  com- 
pelled to  resort  to  procure  men  for  hb  third 
voyage,  ii.  96  ;  in  consequence  of  delays^  he 
almost  resolves  to  five  up  all  further  enter- 
prbe,  ii.  98 ;  chastises  a  nunion  of  Fonseca, 
Ii.  99 ;  consequences  of  thb  chastisement,  ii. 
100 ;  seu  sail,  ii.  101 ;  hb  opinion  in  respiect 
to  a  continent  in  the  Southern  Ocean,  U. 
lOI ;  arrives  at  Gomera,  ii.  1U3 ;  retake*  a 
Bpaakh  ship,  ii.  104;  ksaiaad  with  afitof 
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coat,  U.  105 ;  vtirm  tmong  tk«  Cape 
V«tle    IilMKb,   ib.  ;   MM   Om    Umad 
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Dal  Faega,  ib. ;  arrivw  aadar  the  line, 
ib. ;  the  heat  beeooiM  intoJerable,  and 
be  alten  bit  ooone,  it  106 ;  <li»cQven  Trini- 
dad, U.  106 ;  diaooren  Terra  Pinna,  ii.  110 ; 
iteen  along  the  ooaat  of  Triaidad,  ib. ; 
difficohT  in  retpeot  toa  rapid  current,  ii.  113 ; 
enten  the  Onlf  of  Paria,  ii.  114 ;  loflert  from 
a  complaint  in  the  eyet,  iL  Vil ;  diaooven 
the  Islands  of  Manarita  aad  Cnbafaa,  ii. 
133  ;  exohaara  |9atei,  he.  for  pearls, 
ib. :  liis  com^aiat  ia  the  eyes  increases, 
u.  134  ;  arrives  at  Ubpaaiola,  ib.  ; 
his  brother  saib  to  meet  him,  ii.  136 ;  his 
eoastitation  seems  to  give  way,  ib.  : 
his  speculations  relative  to  the  coast  of 
Paria,  ii.  138 ;  polar  star  augmentation,  ii. 
130;  doubts  the  received  theory  of  the 
earth,  ib. ;  aooonnts  for  variatioB  of  the 
needle,  ii.  131 ;  difierence  of  dimate,  fte. 
ii.  138;  arrives  at  Saa  Domingo,  ii.  187: 
state  of  his  health,  on  arriving  at  Httpaaiola, 
ib. ;  state  of  the  cdoay.  ii.  188-9 ;  nego- 
tiates with  the  rebels,  ii.  193;  ofiefs  free  pas- 
sage to  all  who  desire  to  return  to  Spain,  ii. 
194;  offbn  a  pardon  to  Roldaa,  which  is 
wceived  with  oootempt,  ii.  195-6 ;  writes  to 
Spain  as  aoooant  of  the  rebellion,  Stc  and 
raqnires  a  judge  and  some  missionaries  to 
be  sent  out.  ii.  197 ;  writes  a  conciliating 
letter  to  Roldan.  ii.  301 ;  interviews  with 
Roldan,  ii.  3U3;  issues  a  proclamatjoa  of 
pardon,  ii.  304 ;  receives  proposals,  which 
he  aoosides  to,  ii.  308  ;  goes  on  a  toar  to  vi- 
sit the  various  stations,  ii.  307 ;  reoeives  a 
odd  letter  (rom  the  sovereigns,  written  by 
Fonseea,  ii.  309;. the  former  arrangement 
with  Rddan  not  having  been  -carried  into 
efieot,  enters  into  a  seooad,  ii.  309 ;  granu 
lands  to  Roldan 's  followers,  ii.  313 ;  consid- 
ers Hispaniola  in  the  light  of  a  conquered 
connti^,  ii.  313 ;  lednces  the  natives  to  the 
condition  of  villains  or  vassals,  ii.  314  ;  grants 
lands  to  Soldaa.  ii.  314 ;  determines  on  re- 
turning to  Spain,  ii.  215 ;  but  is  prevented 
by  drcnmslanoes.  ii.  310 ;  writes  to  the  sov- 
ereigns, entreating  them  to  inquire  into  the 
truth  of  the  late  transactions,  ii.  316;  le- 
qnesu  that  his  sou,  Diego,  might  be  sent  out 
to  him,  ii.  318 ;  sends  Roldan  to  Alonso  de 
Ojeda,  who  has  arrived  on  the  western  coast 
on  a  voyage  of  discovery,  ii.  319 ;  his  indig- 
nation at  Uie  breach  of  prerogative  implied 
by  this  voyage,  ii.  384 ;  hears  of  a  conspiracy 
eatered  into  against  him  by  Guevara  and 
Moxica,  it  330 ;  sdzes  Mozica,  ii.  335 ;  and 
orders  him  to  be  flung  headlong  from 
the  battlemeats  of  Fort  Conception,  ib. ; 
vigorous  proceedings  against  the  rebeb, 
ii.  336  ;  benefldal  consequences,  ib.  ; 
risinnary  fancy  at  night,  li.  337;  repre- 
sentations at  court  a^nst  him,  ii.  330; 
his  sons  insulted  at  Granada,  ii.  341  ; 
the  queen  is  oflended  at  his  pertinadty  ia 
making  slaves  of  those  taken  in  warfare,  ii. 
343 ;  aad  cottssou  to  the  sending  oat  a  oom- 


Bfsdoaio  invastifala  his  ooadaat,  ti.  943 ; 
Bobadflla  is  seat  out,  ii.  344 ;  aad  anives  at 
St.  Domingo,  ii.  348 ;  his  judgment  formed 
before  be  leaves  his  ship,  li.  ^ ;  he  seixes 
upon  the  govenuneot  befora  he  investigatea 
the  conduct  of  Cdnmbus,  ii.  351-3 :  Co- 
himbtts  is  summoned  to  appear  before  Boba- 
dilla,  ii.  355 ;  goes  to  St.  Domingo  without 
guards  or  retinue,  and  is  pot  in  irons  aad 
confined  in  the  fortress,  ii.  960 ;  his  magna- 
nimity, ib. ;  cfaaifes  against  him,  ii.  964  ; 
iubilee  of  miscreants  on  bis  degradatioa.  ii. 
265 ;  hi<  ooUoony  with  Villejo,  previotts  to 
thdr  Muliac,  ii.  967 ;  saib.  ib.  ;  arrives  at 
Cadix.  ii.  360;  sensaUon  in  Spain. on  his 
arrival  in  irons,  ib. ;  sends  a  letter  to  Don- 
na Jnana  de  la  Torre,  with  an  aocoaat  of 
his  treatmeot,  ib. ;  indirnatioB  of  the  sov- 
ereigns at  readia|r  this  account,  ii.  371  ;  is 
invited  to  court,  li.  373 ;  hb  ^radoas  reoef»- 
tioa  there,  ib. ;  his  emodon,  d  373 ;  is  pro- 
mised a  full  restitution  of  his  privileges  and 
dignities,  ib. ;  disappdnted  in  reodviuf 
them,  B.  874 ;  oaases.  ii.  383 ;  his  interesU 
ordered  to  be  respected  In  Hispaniola  by 
Ovando,  ii  380 ;  remembers  his  vuw  to  fur- 
nish aa  army  wherewith  to  recover  the  Hdy 
Sepolchse,  ii.  309;  endeaveis  to  incite 
the  soverdgns  to  the  enterprise,  ii.  994-a ; 
foruM  the  plan  for  a  fourth  voyage,  which 
is  to  eclipse  all  former  ones,  ii.  398 ;  writes 
to  Pope  Alexander  VII.  ii.  30O;  maan- 
script  oornr  0^1  H«  901 ;  takes  measares 
to  secure  ius  fame  by  irfadag  it  under  the 

Kardianship  of  his  native  coantry,  ii. 
3;  saib  from  Cadix,  H.  306;  arrives  at 
Erdllo,  ib. ;  at  the  Grand  Canary,  ib  ;  at 
St.  Domingo,  ii.  308;  requests  permission 
to  shdter  in  the  harbor,  as  he  apprehends  a 
storm,  ii.  309 ;  hu  request  refused  ;  a  vio- 
lent hurricane  soon  after  sweeps  the  sea,  in 
which  he  aad  hu  property  are  preserved, 
and  several  of  hb  bitterest  enemies  over- 
wbdined,ii.  311 ;  enonnnters  another  storm, 
H.  313  :  discovers  Goaaaga,  li.  314 ;  a  Ga- 
dque  comes  un  board  hb  ship  with  a  malti- 
tude  of  articles,  the  produce  of  the  oouatry, 
ib.  ;  selects  some  to  send  them  to  Spain, 
ii.  315 ;  b  within  two  days*  sail  of  Yaea- 
Un,  i.  316;  natives  different  from  any  he 
had  yet  seen,  ii.  318;  voyafes  alon^  the 
coast  of  Honduras,  ib. ;  enconntefB  violent 
storms  of  thunder  and  lightning,  ib. ;  voy- 
age along  the  Mosquito  siKHe,  ii.  331  ;  pass- 
es a  dusti*r  of  islaads,  to  which  be  gives  the 
name  uf  Lemionares,  ib  ;  oomes  to  an  isl- 
and, to  which  be  gives  the  name  of  La 
Unerta,  or  the  Garden,  ii.  333 ;  transadioas 
at  Cariari.  ii.  333-7 ;  voyage  alon^  Costa 
Rica.  ii.  399;  speculations  concerning  the 
tsthmns  of  Veragua,  ii.  330;  disoovery  of 
Puerto  Bdlo,  ii.  334  ;  dueovery  of  £1  Re- 
trete,  ii.  336 ;  disorders  of  hb  men  at  thb 
port,  and  the  consequences,  ib. ;  relinqaishes 
the  further  proeecntion  of  bb  Toyage  east- 
ward, H.  337;  returns  to  Puerto  MsBo,  ii. 
330 ;  enooiDten  a  furious  Uinpwsl,  ib. ;  i. 
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■ear  beiaf  drowned  by  a  waterspout,  U. 
340;  ratonu  to  Veragam,  ii.  342;  rcfaidi 
fold  as  one  of  the  myttie  treasores.  ib. ;  it 
neariy  beiaf  wrecked  ia  port,  ib.  ;  fives 
liis  name  to  the  mountains  of  Verafua, 
ii.  345 ;  sends  his  brother  to  explore  the 
country,  ii.  347 ;  which  appean  to  be  im- 
prrf nated  with  fold,  ib. ;  believes  that  be 
has  reached  one  of  the  most  favored  ports 
of  the  Asiatic  continent,  ii.  348 ;  commences 
a  settlement  on  the  river  Belen,  ii.  340 ;  de- 
termines on  retnminf  to  Spain  for  reinforoe- 
ments,  ib. ;  is  stopped  bv  discovering  a  con- 
spiracy of  the  nativtv,  ll.  359-3 ;  sends  his 
brother  to  surprise  Qoibiaa.  ib.  ;  who  is 
seized,  ii.  354 ;  and  afterwards  escapes,  ii. 
355;  disasters  at  the  settlement  stop  his 
sailinf ,  ii.  357 ;  some  of  his  prisoners  escape, 
and  others  destroy  themselves,  ii.  364  ;  his 
anxiety  prodnoes  delirium,  ii.  366 ;  is  com- 
forted by  a  vision,  ii.  367  ;  the  settlement  is 
abandoned,' and  the  Spaniards  embark  for 
Spain,  ii.  366  ;  departnro  from  the  coast  of 
Verafna,  ii.  371 ;  saib  for  Hispaaiola,  ib. ; 
arrives  at  Poerto  Bello,  ii.  372 ;  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  Onlf  of  Oaiien,  ii.  373 ;  at 
the  Qoeen's  Gardens,  ii.  373;  enconnteis 
another  riolent  tempest,  ib. ;  arrives  at  Cape 
Crnz,  ii.  374  ;  at  Jamaica,  ii.  375 ;  mns  hb 
ships  on  shon  ib. ;  arranfes  with  the  na- 
tives for  supplies  of  provision,  it.  377;  his 
oonvemtion  with  Diefo  Mendex  to  induea 
him  to  fo  in  a  canoe  to  St.  Doroinfo,  ib. ; 
Mendex  offers  to  fo,  ib. ;  Ckrfumbos  wrftee 
to  Ovando  for  a  ship  to  take  him  and 
his  crew  to  Hispaniola,  ii.  3P2 ;  writes  to  the 
Bovereifus,  ib. ;  Mendex  erolwrks,  ii  384  ; 
the  Porras  eufage  in  a  mutiny,  ii.  387 ;  the 
mutiny  becomes  general,  ii.  300 ;  is  con- 
fined by  the  fout,  ib. ;  rushes  Out  to 
quell  the  mutiny,  bat  i»  borne  back  to  the 
cabin  by  the  few  who  remain  faithful,  ii. 
303 ;  the  mutineers  embark  on  board  ten 
Indian  canoes,  ib. ;  provisions  become  ex- 
ceediufly  scarce,  ii.  306 ;  employs  a  strata- 
fern  to  obtain  supplies  from  the  natives,  ii. 
308;  another  conspiracy  is  formed,  ii.  403. 
arrival  of  Diego  de  Escobar  from  Hispaniola 
on  a  mission  (Vom  the  governor,  promising 
that  a  ship  shall  soon  be  sent  to  his  relief,  ib. ; 
overtures  of  the  admiral  to  the  mutineers,  ii. 
413 ;  not  accepted,  ii.  414  ;  they  send  a  peti- 
tion for  pardon,  ii.  410 ;  it  w  ip-snted,  ib. ; 
two  ships  arrive  from  HispaDiuls,  ii.  430; 
departure  of  Columbus,  ii.  453 ;  arrives  at 
Reata,  ii.  454  ;  anchors  in  the  harbor  of  St. 
Domingo,  ii.  455  ;  b  enthusiasticalljf  received 
by  the  peo|>le,  ib.  ;  is  grieved  at  the  desola- 
tion he  sees  everywhere  around  him.  ii.456  ; 
finds  that  hit  interests  had  been  disregarded, 
ii.  457 ;  seU  sail  fur  Spain,  ii  458 ;  encoun- 
ters several  tenipests,  ii.  450 ;  anchors  in  the 
harbor  of  St.  Locar,  ib.  ;  finds  all  his  af- 
fairs in  confasion,  ii,  461 ;  is  compelled  to 
live  by  borrowing,  ib.  ;  writes  to  king  Ferdi- 
nand, ii.  462 ;  hut,  reoeivinj;  unsatisfactory 
replies,  would  have  set  out  from  Seville,  bat 


is  prerented  by  hb  infirmities,  ib. ;  death  of 
queen  Isabella,  u.  466  ;  b  left  to  the  justice 
of  Ferdinand,  ii.  468 :  employs  Vespucci, 
ii.  460 ;  goes  with  his  brother  to  court,  then 
held  at  Segovia,  ii.  471 ;  b  received  in  a  very 
cold  manner,  ib. ;  Don  Diego  de  Dexa  b  ap* 
pointed  arbitrator  between  the  king  and  th« 
admiral,  ii.  473 ;  hb  claims  are  referred  tc 
the  Junta  de  Descargos,  ii.  474  ;  b  confined 
with  a  violent  attack  of  the  gout,  ib. ;  peti- 
tions the  king  that  hb  son  Diego  may  be  ap* 
pointed,  in  bts  place,  to  the  government  of 
which  he  had  been  so  long  deprived,  ii.  475 ; 
his  petition  remains  unattended  to,  ih. ; 
writes  to  the  new  king  and  queen  of  Castile, 
ii.  477 ;  who  promise  a  speedy  and  pruspa- 
rons  termination  to  hb  suit,  ii.  478 ;  hb  last 
illness,  ib.  ;  writes  a  testamentary  codicil  on 
the  blank  pace  of  a  litUe  brevb^ry.  ii.  479 : 
writes  a  final  codicil,  ib. ;  receives  the  sacra- 
ment, U.  481 ;  dies,  ib. ;  hb  burial,  ii.  48&| 
hb  remains  romoved  to  Hbpaniola,  ib. ;  dbin- 
.terred  and  conveyed  to  the  Havana,  ib ;  epi- 
taph, ib. ;  observations  on  hb  character,  ii. 
48i4 ;  hb  remains  removed  with  great  cere- 
mony to  Cuba,  iii.  SOI ;  reflections  thereon, 
iii.  304 ;  historical  account  of  hb  descendants, 
iii.  305 ;  an  important  lawsuit  relative  to  the 
heirship  (in  the  female  line)  to  the  family 
titles  and  property,  iii.  30H ;  decided  in  favor 
of  Don  Nunc  Gelves  de  Portncallo,  iii.  309 ; 
an  aooonnt  of  hb  lineage,  iii.  314 ;  an  ac- 
count of  hb  birthplace,  iii.  316 ;  an  account 
of  the  ships  he  used,  iii.  364 ;  an  examination 
of  hb  route  in  the  first  voyage,  iii.  366 ;  the 
effect  of  the  txaveb  of  J^rco  Polo  on  hb 
mind,  iii.  384 ;  hb  belief  in  the  imaginary 
island  of  St.  Brandan.  iii.  403  ;  an  acoonnt 
of  tlie  earliest  narratives  of  hb  tint  and  se- 
cond voyages,  iii.  481 ;  hb  ideas  relative  to 
the  situation  of  the  terrestrial  paradise,  iii. 
443.  3;  hbwiO.  iu.  444;  hb  signature,  iu. 
453. 

Columbus,  Don  Diefo. 
intrusted  with  the  co( 
durinf  the  expedition 
mountains  of  Cibao,  i. 
of  the  junta,  i.  301 ;  rt 
rite  for  hb  irregolaritiei 
form  a  (Action  against  li 
of  hb  brother,  li.  3D ;  i 
63 ;    a  conspiracy  for 
Roldan,ii.  160;  leftia 
mingo,  dnriuf  Uie  tour 
hb  conduct  on  the  arr 
850;  seized  by  order  of 
irons,  and  confined  on  uinmu  ui   ■  mrmwi, 
ii.  3.59 ;  settles  the  dbputo  relative  to  Jamai- 
ca, iii.  66 ;  appointed  Governor  of  St.  Do 
mingo,  iii.  366 ;   refuses  to  put  Sotomayor 
in    possession  of  Boriqnen,  ib. ;   appointa 
Juan  Ceron,  ib. 

,  Don  Diego,  (son  to  Christopher,)  ap> 

pointed  page  to  queen  Isabella,  ii.  08 ;  em- 
barks with  hb  fklJier  on  hb  second  expedi- 
tion, i.  303 ;  left  in  charge  of  hb  father's 
interests  in  Spain,  ii.  303 ;  hb  ingratitnde  it 
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M«nd0S,  and  fUiifleatioa  nf  his  promiw,  ii. 
491 ,  his  ohaimctAT,  iii.  S95 ;  sncoeeds  to  th* 
rights  of  his  father,  as  viceroy  and  covemor 
of  the  New  World,  ib. ;  oifes  ibe  tiing 
to  five  him  those  rights,  ii'u  296;  oom- 
menoes  a  proons  against  Uie  kin^  before  the 
cooocii  of  the  Indies,  ib. ;  the  deienoe  set  np, 
ib. ;  the  sail  lasts  several  years,  ib  ;  beoomes 
eaaBtoared  of  DoOa  Maria  Toledo,  iii.  tOlT  ;  a 
decision,  in  respect  to  part  of  bit  claim,  raises 
him  to  great  wealth,  ib. ;  marries  DoSa 
Maria,  niece  to  the  Dake  of  Alva,  ib. ; 
throngh  Uiis  connection  he  obtains  the  dig- 
nities and  piiwers  enjoyed  b;ir  Nicolas  die 
Ovando,  ib. ;  embaifcs  fur  Hispaniola,  iii 
398 :  keeps  np  great  state,  ib. ;  becomes  em- 
broiled wiih  some  of  his  father's  enemies, 
iii.  3W ;  the  court  of  royal  audience  estab- 
lished as  a  chrck  upon  him,  ib.  ;  opposes 
the  repartimientus.  iii.  300 ;  his  virtues  make 
^  him  unpopular,  ib. ;  subjugates  and  settles 
the  island  of  Cuba  without  the  lots  of  a  sin- 
gle man,  ib. ;  sails  for  Spain  to  vindicate  his 
oMidaot.  iii.  301 ;  is  well  received,  iii.  302 ; 
the  death  of  Ferdinand,  iii.  303 ;  obtains  a 
reoognitioa  of  his  innocence  of  all  chaises 
a^nst  him  from  Chades  V.,  ib. ;  and  has 
his  right  acknowledged  to  exercise  the  office 
of  viceroy  and  governor  in  all  places  discov- 
ered by  hts  father,  ib. ;  sallk  f  >r  St.  Domingo, 
where  he  arrives,  ib. ;  difficulties  be  has  to 
•nconnter.  ib. ;  African  slaves  having  been 
introduced  and  most  cruelly  used,  they  revolt, 
ib. ;  are  subdued,  iii.  304 ;  is  accused  of 
usurping  too  much  power,  ib. ;  receives  in 
oonsequf>noe  a  severe  letter  from  the  council 
of  the  Indies,  iii.  305 ;  and  is  desired  to  re- 
pair to  court  to  vindicate  himself,  ib. ;  sails, 
Lands,  and  appean  betbre  the  court  at  Vic- 
toria, ib. ;  cleats  himself,  iii.  306 ;  prosecutes 
his  claims,  ib. ;  follovrs  the  court  from  city 
to  city,  ib. ;  is  attacked  by  a  slow  lever,  ib. ; 
dies,  lb :  hi*  family,  ib. 

Columbus,  Fernando,  (son  to  Christopher.)  ao- 
oompauies  his  father  on  his  fourth  voyage, 
ii.  306 ;  his  father's  encomium  on  him,  ii. 
468;  embarks  for  Hisfianiola  with  Don 
Dte^.  iii  3i^  ',  an  account  of  him.  iii.  310 ; 
writes  a  history  of  his  fether.  iii.  311. 

.  Don  Lnif  (son  to  Don  Diego),  pro- 

■ecntas  the  claims  of  his  fattier  and  grand- 
father, iii.  307;  compromises  all  claims  for 
two  titles  and  a  pension,  ib  ;  dies.  iii.  308. 

Comaigre,  Cacique  of,  his  dwelling,  iii.  145: 
advice  of  to  the  S|>aniard«  on  their  quarrel 
about  the  gold,  iii.  147;  baptized  as  Dun 
Carlos,  iii.  148 ;  gives  Nnflez  4000  ounces 
of  gold  and  sixty  slaves,  iii.  146 ;  beverage 
made  fVom  maize,  &c.  lb.;  preserved  bodies, 
iii.  146. 

Commerce,  despotic  inflnenoe  of  the  Spanish 
crown  in  resiiect  to,  i.  2H3,  ii.  "itiii. 

Compass,  the,  brunght  into  more  general  use, 
1.38. 

Conception,  Santa  Maria  de  la,  discovery  of. 

■  Fort,   erected    by  Cdombus,   IL 

31 ;  present  state  of,  ii.  IM. 


ContradiotioM,  the  eotst  of,  fi.  349. 

Convicts  who  had  accompanied  Colnmbos, 
conduct  of.  in  Hispaniola,  iL  3H6. 

Copper  hatchets  seen  among  the  Indians  of 
Onanaca,  iL  314. 

Coral  found  in  Veraguay,  iL  339. 

Cormorants,  large  flights  of,  seen  on  the  eonth 
coast  of  Cuba.  i.  417. 

Coronal.  Pedro  Femandes,  sails  for  Uayti  with 
two  ships.  iL  97;  arrives  at  St.  i 
%iuth  supplies,  ii.   174 ;   is  sent  to  , 
Boklan  to  return  to  his  doty.  ib. 

Corral,  Bachelor,  overheats  threats  made  by 
Nicoesa  and  hastens  back  to  Darien,  iii.  139 ; 
takes  part  in  the  faction  at  Darien,  and  as- 
sumes command  with  Feres,  itt.  161. 

Correo,  Pedro,  a  navigator  of  note,  with  whom 
Columbus  becomes  acquainted,  i.  44. 

Cortex,  Hernando,  oondnei  of  Tonsooato,  Ui. 
4:17. 

Cnsu  Rica,  Calnmbns  sails  along  the,  ii.  39B. 

Cotabanama,  Cacique  of  Higney.  ii.  18;  mas- 
sacres eight  Spaniards,  ii  439;  Ovando 
marches  against  bim,  ib. ;  sues  for  pdaoe,  ii. 
440;  visits  the  Spanish  camp,  ib  ;  another 
war  ensues,  ii.  441 ;  cruelty  to  bis  tribe,  ii. 
446 ;  takea  shelter  with  hU  wife  and  efaildieo 
in  a  larye  cavern,  ii.  447 ;  his  renoonnler 
with  Juan  Lopes,  ii  44d;  b  overpoweieid 
and  chained,  iL  449 ;  sent  to  St.  Dununfo 
and  banged,  ib. 

Cotton,  where  first  seen  in  the  weatem  bemi- 
spbere,  L  itX) ;  seen  in  laive  quantities  m 
Cuba.  L  185;  tribute  of,  ii.  50. 

Cranes,  flocks  of  large,  seen  in  Cuba.  i.  415. 

Creati  n,  ideas  in  respect  to  the,  entartaiaad  by 
the  Havtieni,  L  371. 

CrocodilM  found  at  El  Retrele  similar  to  thoeo 
ofthe  Nile.  iL  336. 

Crosses  erected  by  Columbus  to  denote  his  dia- 
ooveries,  i.  495. 

Crusade  to  recover  the  holy  sepnlohie  proposed 
by  Colombns,  ii.  993. 

Cruz,  Cabo  de  la,  so  named  by  Colnmbns,  L 
404. 

.  Santa,  settled,  iii.  54. 

Cuba,  island  of.  Columbus  heart  of,  i.  I70-I ; 
sails  in  quest  of  it.  L  179 ;  discoverr  of. 
ib.  ;  description  of  its  appearance,  i.  17i-3 ; 
hurricanes  seldom  known  in.  i.  176;  belief 
of  the  inhabitants  in  a  future  state.  L  187  ; 
Columbus  revisits  the  coasts  of,  L  404  ;  na- 
tives of.  i.  406-7 ;  Columbus  coasts  along 
the  southern  side.  i.  410;  nativea.  ib. ; 
subjuf  ated  and  settled  by  Don  Diego  Colook- 
bus.  iii.  309;  the  remains  of  Columbus  re- 
moved to,  iii.  901. 

Cubagoa.  Isle  of,  diacovery  of,  iL  193 ;  nativea, 
ib. ;  pearl  fisheries  on  the  coast  of,  estab- 
lished, iU.  309. 

Cnbiga,  a  village  in  Veragua  whei«  the  eoun- 
trv  of  gold  was  supposed  to  terminate,  ii. 
3dl. 

Cbcumbeis  finst  seen  in  Hayti.  L  380. 

Cueybas,  Cacique  of  Cuba,  anecdote  of.  ULdS. 

Currency,  principles  on  which  the  sums  mea- 
tioned  in  this  work  have  bean  radnoed  to 
modem  correnoy,  iii.  380. 
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Daaow  of  the  Haytunt,  L  375. 
Diuieii,  fold  takeo  at,  iii.  196;  nana  of, 
channid  to  Santa  Maria,  Ui.  l'^  ;  faotioo 
at,  ID. ;  Zemaoo.  Cacique  of,  iii.  1S6 ; 
farther  factioat  at,  iii.  13&-159 ;  plot  of  Zo* 
maoo  to  destroy,  iii.  156 ;  lawTeis  not  ad- 
mitted in  the  colony,  iii  197 ;  Martyr't  ao- 
eoont  of,  iii.  199 ;  malady  at,  iiL  207 ;  fam- 
ine at.  ib. ;  700  perish,  ib.  ;  alann  at, 
oonoeminf  the  Indians,  iii.  SS7. 

Darien.  Gnlrof.  ii.  373. 

Davila,  Arias  Oun  Pedro,  sent  as  new  gorenor 
to  the  Colony  of  Darien,  iii.  194 ;  his  char- 
acter, ib. ;  advooated  bv  Fonseca,  iii.  195 ; 
arrives  at  Darien,  iii.  908 ;  sends  messengen 
to  Nnfies,  ib. ;  falls  sick,  iii.  207 ;  jealonsy 
oC  ill.  Sie ;  the  daughter  of,.oflered  in  mar- 
riage to  Nofles,  iii.  227;  Sosa  sent  from 
Spain  to  supersede,  iii.  234  ;  difficulties  be- 
tween NuSex  and  Davila  renewed,  iii.  236 ; 
AigneUo,  friend  of  NnBes,  arrested,  iii.  237 ; 
hypocrisy  of,  iii.  240 ;  ordeia  Nnfies  to  be 
exeented,  iii.  242. 

Dead  and  dying,  manner  of  treating  the,  by 
the  Baytiens,  i.  374. 

Delphin,  island  of,  ii.  122. 

Deluge,  nnivenal,  ideas  entertained  by  the 
Hnytiens  in  respect  to,  i.  373. 

Deza,  Diego  de,  ohaiaoter  of.  L  91 ;  ooinddes 
%rith  Columbus  at  the  council  of  Salamanoaf 
ib. ;  assisU  him  with  his  piiiw.i.99;  made 
ardiUshop  of  Sevflle,  ii.  460 ;  is  chosen  arbi- 
trator between  the  king  and  Columbus,  u. 
472. 

Dins,  Baitholomew,  aceonatof  his  diseoreries, 
ii  12. 

,  Miguel,  hk  fomantio  history,  iL  70;  die- 

oorers  the  gold  mines  of  Hayna,  ii.  72; 
commands  the  fortress  of  St.  Domingo  at  the 
time  Bobadilla  arriTes.  ii.  252 ;  his  conduct 
on  beiuf  desired  to  give  np  his  prisonen,  iL 
5tS3. 

de  Pisa,  mutiny  of,  i  351 ;  confined  on 

board  one  of  the  sfaini,  i.  353. 

Disaster,  river  of,  ii.  322. 

DiseoTenr,  prafiem  of,  nnder  prinea  Haniy  of 
Portufal,  i.  ^4. 

Dobayba,  aooountof  the  golden  temple  at, 
iit  150-1. 

Dogs,  dumb,  found  at  SaaU  Muta,  i.  407. 

Domingo,  Ban,  fonndation  of  the  dty  of,  ii. 
140. 

Dominica,  island  of,  discovered,  i.  305. 

Dovee,  stock,  presented  to  Columbus  by  the 
natives  of  Cuba,  L  40a 


E^,  anecdote  of  the,  i.  974. 

soldan  of,  his  message  to  Ferdinand, 


DrMeo,  a 
dlicoveffM 


ntnr,  fabled  to  have  been 
le  fishermen  < 


i  by  some  fbbermen  of  Frisriand, 

Ui.350 
Drum,  a  species  of,  nsed  by  the  Haytiens,  L 

377. 
Dying,  manner  of  tmating  the,  1.  374. 


Enr,ooastofthe.  ii.3l8. 
Bden,  garden  of,  speculation  of  Colnmbus  in 
respect  to,  iii.  443. 
tov-  in.  21 


Elmo,  St.,  electrical  lights  seen  by  Columbus, 
i.304.  /  -, 

Enchanters,  the  natives  of  Cariari  taken  to  be, 
ii.  325. 

Endso,  Martitt  Fernandez  de,  appointed  al- 
calde by  Ojeda.  iii  .64  ;  expeditiun  of,  iii.  115 ; 
toudies  at  Carthagena.  iii.  116;  magnani- 
■Bous  conduct  of  the  Indiaiu,  iiL  IIH  ;  cru- 
sade against  the  sepulchres  of  Zeno,  iii.  121 ; 
sacks  them  for  gold,  ib. ;  his  landing  opposed, 
iii.  122 ;  reads  formula  to  the  natives,  ib. ; 
attacks  ^era,  iii.  123  ;  returns  to  San  Se- 
bastian, iu.  124 ;  veasd  strikes  on  a  rook, 
vow  made  by,  iii.  I2t> ;  estoblishes  the  seat 
of  government  ai  Darien,  iii.  127 ;  difficulty 
with  NuBez,  iu.  138 ;  imprisoned,  iii.  139 ; 
returns  to  Spain,  repreeents  Mufies  as  gov- 
emiuf  the  colony  by  force  and  frand,  iii. 

EnglLh   voyagers,   Ojeda's   mentioli   of,  iiL 

Enriquex,  Beatrix,  her  connection  with  Co 
Iambus,  L  80;  Columbus's  legacy  to.  U. 
480.  -B    J      t 

Escobar,  Diego  de,  arrives  at  Jamaica  on  a 
mission  to  Columbus  from  the  governor  of 
Hispaniola,  ii.  402 ;  returns  to  his  ship  im- 
mediately, ib. 

,  Rodrigo  de,  chief  notary  to  Columbus's 
first  expedition,  i.  124. 

Esoobebo,  Rodrigo  de,  his  conduct  aAer  the 
departure  of  Columbus,  i.  328 ;  death  of,  ib. 

Bspinal,  Antonio  de,  the  first  prelate  sent  to 
the  New  Worid.  ii.  288. 

Espinosa,  Caspar  de,  iudioial  a&irs  of  the 
ookmy  of  Darien  confided  to,  iii.  197 ;  takes 
MUt  against  NuAez  in  bis  controversy  with 
Davila.  iu.  215 ;  gives  verdict  against  Nu 
Bex.  in.  242. 

Esquibel,  Juan  de.  employed  against  the  aa- 
Uves  of  Higuejr.  iL  440 ;  his  atrocioas  con- 
duct to  his  prisoners,  ii.  445-7 ;  causes  the 
naUves  Ui  be  hunted  like  wild  beasts,  ib. ; 
tent  to  Jamaica  to  take  command,  iii.  67 ; 
difficulty  with  Ojeda.  ib. 

Esiotiland,  a  lupposed  island  on  the  coast  of 
North  America,  said  tn  have  been  discovered 
bv  some  fishermen  of  Friselaud,  iii  359. 

Eudozns,  remarks  on  his  voyage,  iii.  361. 

Evaagelista.  island  of,  discovered  by  Colum- 
bus, i.  422. 

Exuma.  discovery  of,  i.  167 ;  named  Femaa- 
dina  by  Columbus,  ib. 

F. 

Famine  at  Darien,  in  which  700  perish,  iU. 
207. 

Parol,  Cape,  at  Jamaica,  i.  433. 

Ferdinand,  Icing  of  Aragon  and  Castile,  oha- 
iaoter of.  1. 74 ;  engagements  of,  on  the  arri- 
val of  Columbus  at  Cordova,  1.  79;  lays 
siege  to  the  city  of  Loxa,  i.  80 ;  gmnts  aa 
audience  to  Columbus,  i.  81-2 ;   deshus  the 


prior  of  Prado  to 


iblea 
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couider  hit  plaa«  i.  83 ;  attempt  to  umaad- 
Bats  hiai,  L  U3 ;  t«kM  Malac a,  ib.;  fomu  aa 
alKanoe  with  Henry  VII.  ot  Eocland,  i.  96 ; 
one  of  the  rival  king*  of  Granada  •anenden 
hii  preteniions,  i.  U7;  receive*  a  mea»afe 
from  the  toldaa  of  Efyiit,  ib  ;  his  measage 
to  Colombos  on  learning  the  unfavorable  de- 
cision of  the  council,  i.  lOU  ;  refers  his  plaa 
to  persons  of  confidence,  i.  106  ;  his  rdoo- 
lance  to  the  plan  after  the  qveen  has  coif 
lented,  L  114 ;  his  joy  on  learninf  the  soo- 
oess  of  Colnmbns,  i.  265 ;  his  reception  of 
him,  i.  265.  6,  7 ;  prepares  a  second  expedi- 
tion, i.  2dl ;  his  negotiations  with  John  II. 
in  respect  to  the  new  discoveries,  i.  287 ;  lis- 
tens to  the  chaifes  against  Cotambns,  ii  67 ; 
his  conduct,  ib.;  his  reception  of  Columbus  on 
his  second  return,  ii  US ;  lays  the  foundation 
of  the  power  of  ChariesV..  ii.  87;  promises  Co- 
lumbus to  furnish  him  with  ships  fur  a  third 
voyage,  ib.;  disappointed  that  his  newly  dis- 
covered possessions  have  not  become  a  soaroe 
•f  profit,  ii.  240  ;  assaulted  by  the  damofs 
of  ruffians  who  bad  returned  from  Hispanio- 
la,  ii.  941 ;  his  ingratitode  to  Columbus  bo- 
oomes  evident,  ii.  943 ;  listens  to  the  rebels 
who  had  been  permitted  to  return  to  Spain, 
iL  S43 ;  sends  out  a  commission  to  inquire 
into  the  conduct  of  Columbus,  ii.  344 ;  ro- 
pro^mtestbe  conduct  pursued  against  Cobm- 
Dus,  and  invites  him  to  court,  ii.  272 ;  pio- 
mises  to  restore  him  to  all  his  rights  and  pri- 
vileges, ii.  373 ;  his  jealousy  awakened  at 
the  discoveries  of  the  Euglbh  and  Portu- 
gese, ii.  382  ;  his  ingratitude  to  Columbus, 
li.  283 ;  listens  to  the  project  of  Columbus 
for  a  fourth  voyage,  ii.  309 ;  hb  ingratitude 
more  evinced  on  the  return  of  Qilumbna 
from  his  last  voyage,  ii.  465.  72,  76 ;  erects  a 
monameut  over  Columbus,  ii.  482 ;  cupidity 
of,  iii.  50 ;  fa  von  the  projecto  of  both  Nion- 
esa  and  Ojeda,  iii.  61 ;  receives  Cayiedo 
and  Cdmenares,  iii.  195 ;  dispatches  a  pow- 
erful armada  for  the  colonies,  iii.  900 ;  orders 
an  expedition  to  scour  the  islands  of  the  Ca- 
ribs,  iii.  385 ;  his  conduct  to  Don  Diego,  Co- 
hunbns's  son,  iii.. 397;  oonsenta  that  Don 
Diego  should  commence  a  process  against 
him  before  the  council  of  the  hidiee,  iii.  9W ; 
the  defence  set  up,  ib.;  separates  the  Isthmus 
of  Darten  into  two  great  provinces,  iii.  899 ; 
death,  iii.  303. 

Fernandes,  Garcia.  {Aysioian  of  Palos,  his  ac- 
oount  of  Columbus  at  the  gate  of  the  con- 
vent on  hM  first  arrival  in  Spain,  i.  102,  3, 4 ; 
testimony  of,  relative  to  Pinson,  iii.  348. 

Ferrer.  Jayme,  an  eminent  lapidary,  substance 
of  his  letter  to  Columbus,  ii.  397. 

Festival,  religious,  of  a  Haytien  Cacique,  de- 
scription of,  i.  3(i8  9. 

Fevers,  the  aborigines'  mode  of  treating,  Iii. 
24. 

Fiesoo,  Bartholomew,  embarks  with  Meades 
from  Jamaica  to  Hispaniola,  ii.  385 ;  attends 
the  last  momenu  of  <:^umbas,  ii.  481. 

Fish,  curious,  i.  435. 

Fishing,  curious  method  of,  i.  407. 


Florida  discovered,  UL  889. 

Fonseca,  Juan  Rodrigoes  d«,  aimoiatod  saper- 
inlendent  of  Indian  aifaiTs,  i.  881 ;  bis  efa»> 
meter,  ib.;  his  diflerence  with  Columbus,  i. 
897 ;  impedes  the  aflairs  ot  Columbus,  ii.  96  s 
writes  a  cold  letter  to  Columbus,  by  order  of 
the  sovereigns,  ii.  906 ;  shows  Colombiis*a 
letter  to  Alonzo  de  Ojeda,  ii.  331  ;  his  boM- 
Bess  fully  displayed,  IL  829;  supposed  to 
have  instigated  the  violent  measures  of  Bob*- 
diUa,  ii.  286 ;  throws  impediments  in  the  way 
of  Columbus's  fourth  voyace.  il.  308:  i»> 
oommends  the  project  of  Ojeda  to  Ferdinaad. 
Hi.  61 :  supposed  to  have  been  the  oaoie  of 
Ovando's  disrraoe,  iii.  398 ;  by  order  of  Fm- 
dinand,  establishes  a  conrt,  called  the  Royal 
Audience,  iii.  300;  becomes  interssied  ia 
oontinning  the  slave  trade,  iii.  416 ;  his  op- 
position to  Las  Casas,  ib.;  aa  account  of,  hu 
434 ;  character  of,  iii.  435 ;  his  conduct  to 
Cortex,  iii.  436 ;  accused  of  having  fooeMad 
a  oonspiracy  to  assassiaate  Cortes,  iii.  437. 

Fountain  of  pure  water  in  the  sea,  ii.  400. 

Fountaia,  rejuvenating  waters  of  a,  at  Bini- 
ni,  iiL  979.     . 

Franciscans,  the  order  fint  Intiodnced  into  tba 
New  Worid,u.8B8. 

Frisrs,  Jeronimite,  tent  to  the  ookmies  U»  ro- 
medy  abuses,  iii  837. 

Fuen,  del,  island  of,  seen  by  ColnmbM,  iL 

Fulvia,  leveals  the  plot  of  Zenae*  to  NnBn, 
iii  156. 

O. 

Galleys,  Veaetiaa,  captare  of,  by  Coiombo  tka 
younger,  Si.  387. 

Gama,  Vasqoet  do,  donbkstbe  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  and  opens  a  new  road  for  the  trade  of 
the  East.  L  §»,  ii.  979. 

Garalnto,  Andres,  sent  by  NuBes  to  Cuba,  to 
enlist  men  for  an  ezpemtioa,  iii.  909 ;  arriTes 
from,  iii.  817 ;  lent  to  Ada  to  reoonnoitra, 
iu.  335;  his  difficulty  with  NnSet,  ib. ;  sei- 
zure of,  iii.  336;  trial  of,  iii.  943;  set  at 
liberty,  ib. 

Garcia,  de  Barranies,  his  ooadnot  dniiBf  tto 
conspiracy  of  Roldan,  ii.  165. 

Gardens,  the,  coast  so  oalled  Ji.  117. 

King's  islands,  i.  189. 

aneeu's,  islaads  of,  i.  405. 

the  Hesperian,  obsenatioat  in 


to,  iu.  439. 
Gato.  Paulo.  aspeciasofmoiUcey.iL  191. 

Gentlemen,  the  pass  of,  a  road  so  oalled,  i.  357. 

Geraldini,  Alexandria  and  Antonio,  warwdy 
enter  into  the  views  of  C^umbns,  i.  80: 
they  introdnoe  him  to  the  aiehbtsJMp  of 
Toledo,  ib. 

Gnats,  doods  of.  seen  by  NnlSes  ia  his  ezpodi- 
tion  to  Dobayba,  iii.  213. 

Gold  (Western),  disooverwl  first  in  8t  Salvador, 
i.  160 ;  specimens  of  viisin  ore  foand  in  tka 
interioror Hispaniola,!. 344;  particles foond 
in  the  streams,  i.  369 ;  and  pieces,  i.  364. 
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Gold,  of  Um  temple,  prncarad  by  Solomon,  fit 

SO ;  spoils  found  at  Carthagrna,  in  iho  mona- 

tains  and  rirofs  of  Zean,  iii.  131 ;  taken  in 

nets,  ib. ;  taken  at  Darien,  iii.  138. 

,  tribute  of,  iL  50. 

—  mine  discovered  in  BarU,  ii.  70 ;  a  solid 

mass  of,  which  weighed  3000  eastellknos,  ii. 

309;  snperstitioas  notions  in  mipeot  to,  ii. 

343 ;  ntbered  fiom  the  rooto  of  the  treea  in 

Veracnay.  H.  34(1 
Golden  Castile,  iii.  196.     . 
Golden  river,  arrival  at,  in  second  voyage,  L. 

390,360. 
Gods  of  the  Baytiens,  i.  30B-O. 
Gomara,  Fernando  Ix>pez  de,  examfoation  of 

his  charge  relative  to  a  pilot's  having  died  in 

the  house  of  Cdnmbns.  iii.  349. 
CKmxales,  Jnan,  attacked  by  the  Indians  and ' 

escapes,  iii.  *273. 
Gorvalan  ezpioras  part  of  the  interior  of  Hispa- 

ttiola,  i.  344 ;  letnms  to  Spain,  i.  345. 
Gonrds  introduced  into  Uayti,  i.  380. 
Graoias  a  Dioa,  cape  of,  ii.  330. 

,  colony  of,  assigned  to  Nionesa, 

iiL  flS. 
Granada,  discovery  of,  ii.  133. 
Grape-vines,  very  luxuriant,  found  in  Cuba, 

i.  415. 
Graenland,  assertioBS  relative  to  its  discovery 

by  the  Scandinavians,  iii.  356. 
Granada,  surrender  of,  i.  107. 
Guadaloupe,  island   of,   discoveied,  i.  306; 
;.  tumilure,  &c.  of  the  natives,  i.  307-8 ; 


supposed  to  be  cannibals,  i.  309 ;  description 
of  the  island,  ib. ;  Columbus  revisits  it,  ii. 
77 ;  women  of,  ii.  78,  79. 

Guacanagari,  Cacique  of  Hispaniola,  sends  a 
message  to  Columbus,  i.  905 ;  reoeivee  the 
Spaniards  with  great  courtesy,  ib. ;  sheds 
teats  on  learning  the  shipwreck  of  Cdnm- 
bns,  i.  900;. his  assistance,  ib.;  and  kind- 
ness, L311;  invites  Columbus,  to  his  resi- 
dence, i.  313 ;  manneis  of,  ib. ;  hospitality,  i. 
S90 ;  procures  a  great  quantity  or  gold  for 
tbe  Admiral  previous  to  his  departure  for 
Spain,  i.  331 :  sends  his  cousin  to  greet  Co 
Inmbus  on  his  second  arrival,  i.  339 ;  his 
suspicious  conduct  during  the  disaster 
at  La  Navidad,  i.  398;  visits  Colum- 
bus's ships,  i.  339 ;  admires  a  captive  Carib 
woman,  i.  333-^-5 ;  his  flight  into  the  in- 
terior, i.  330 ;  his  mysterious  conduct  con- 
tinued, i.  396 ;  refuses  tt»partake  in  tire  plan 
formed  by  Caonabo,  or  exterminating  the 
Spaniards,  ii  97;  incurs  the  hostility  of  his 
fellow  Caciques,  ib. ;  visito  Columbus  dur- 
ing his  sickness,  and  informs  him  of  a 
league  formed  against  him,  ii.  30;  assists 
CoTumbus  in  hb  expedition  against  tbe  In- 
dians of  the  Vega,  ii.  45 ;  is  present  at  a 
battle,  8.  47 ;  Incurs  tbe  hatred  of  all  the 
Caciques,  ib. ;  is  nevertheless  compelled  to 
pay  tribute,  H.  54 ;  takes  refuge  in  the  moun- 
tains and  dies  in  misery,  ii.  55 ;  his  character, 
ib. 

Gnann,  regarded  with  disgust  by  tbe  Spaniards, 
i.  390 ;  Uiey  conquer  tteir  prejudice    ii.  144. 


Guan^a,  diiooverr  of,  i.  315. 

Gnaore,  Caciane,  hunted  like  n  wild  beast,  ftnd 
afWwards  hanged,  ii.  436. 

Guarionex,  Cacique  of  the  royal  Vega,  ii.  16; 
viaiu  Columbus,  and  is  nrevailed  on  to  givo 
his  daughter  to  Diego  Colon,  the  interpreter, 
ii.  31 ;  permits  Columbos  to  build  a  fortress, 
ib. ;  Chfraoter  of,  ii.  47;  submits  to  the 
domination  of  the  Spaniards,  ii.  48 ;  com- 
pelled to  pay  tribute,  ii.  49 ;  offers  to  culti- 
vate grain,  ii.  SU ;  refused,  ib. ;  learns  tha 
Pater-noster,  Ave-Maria,  &a.,  ii.  149;  re- 
lapses, and  the  cause  of  it,  ib. ;  becomes  ia- 
oensed  at  several  Indians  being  burnt  for 
de»troying  some  images,  ii.  150 ;  takes  arms, 
ii.  151 ;  conspires  to  assassinate  the  Span- 
iards, ib. ;  is  seiz^,  ii.  153 ;  is  pardoned,  ii. 
154  ;  enten  into  a  conspiracy  with  Roldan 
a^nst  the  Adelantado,  ii.  175;  puts  a  Ca- 
cique to  death,  ii.  176 ;  flies  to  the  mountains 
of  Ciguay,  ib. ;  is  compelled  to  retire  into  the 
most  desolate  i^aoes,  li.  179 ;  is  seized  and 
taken  in  chains  to  Fort  Conception,  it  183; 
lost  in  a  hurricane,  ii.  313. 

Gnatiquana.  a  Cacique  of  Hayti,  puts  tea 
Spaniards  to  death,  and  sets  fire  to  a  house, 
ii.93. 

Guerre  (Christoval),  expedition  of,  iii.  34; 
lands  at  the  Gulf  of  Paria.  m.  35 ;  fights  with 
the  Caribs,  ib. ;  visits  Margarita,  iii.  36 ;  re- 
turns to  Spain,  iii.  38 ;  imprisoned,  ib. 

Goerrero,  Cronzalo,  taken  prisoner  and  marries 
an  Indian  princess,  iii.  349 ;  adopts  the  cue- 
toms  of  the  Indians,  and  b  tattooed,  iii.  350. 

Guevara,  Don  Hernando  de,  falb  in  love  with 
Higuamou,  ii.  333 ;  b  seized  in  the  dwell- 
ing of  Anacaona,  ii.  333 ;  and  sent  to  San 
Domingo,  ib. 

Gulf  stream,  ii.  134. 

Gutierrez,  Pedro,  hb  conduct  after  the  depart- 
ure of  Columbus,  i.  396-7 ;  death  of,  1 388. 

H. 

Hemaci,  used  by  tbe  natives  of  Exoma,  i.  167. 

Hannov  remnrlu  on  the  Periplus  of,  iii.  363. 

Haro,  Bemaldo  de,  hb  evidence  relative  to  the 
discovery  of  tbe  coast  of  Paria  by  Colum- 
bus, iii.  340. 

Harpies,  seen  near  Dobayba.  iii.  813. 

Hatchets  of  iron,  said  to  be  found  at  Guadar 
loupe,  ii.  77. 

Hawk's  belb,  delight  of  the  Haytiens  on 
wearing,  i.  311,315. 

Hayna,  mines  of,  discovered,  ii.  70. 

Henry,  pnnce  of  Portugal,  prorress  of  discov- 
ery under,  i.  34 ;  account  or,  t.  35 ;  consi- 
ders  Africa  to  be  circumnavigable,  ib. ;  con- 
ceives the  idea  of  turning  the  trade  of  the 
East.  i.  37 ;  establishes  a  naval  college  at 
SagTM.  i.  38 ;  death,  i.  39. 

Henry  vll.  of  England,  writes  a  favorable 
letter  to  Columbus,  i.  96. 

Herbs,  European,  introduced  in  Hbpaniola,  i. 
381. 

Herrera,  Antonio  de,  a  short  account  of  Us 
life  and  writings,  iii.  433 ;  Vossius'stnlogiOM 
on,  iii.  433. 
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Bemn,  Bob  I^epo  d«,  hii  ini»km  to  the 
eoart  ofLMbon,  i.  %«. 

Hayti  (tee  Hnpaaiola),  diaooTery  of,  I.  ItS. 

Uajrtieiu.  deacriplioa  of  their  manner*,  cos- 
toms,  rdiffion,  tie.,  L  368 ;  their  oharacter, 
i.  377  ;  defeated  in  the  battle  of  the  Vefa,  S. 
45.  6.  7,  8,  9 ;  snbjnfated,  ii.  48-49 :  a  tri- 
bote  impoied  apon  them,  ii.  50 ;  their  despair, 
ii.  51 ;  they  enter  into  an  aMooiation  to  dee- 
troy  the  oropa,  ii.  253 ;  the  erils  fall  apon 
themtelvee,  ib. 

Hidalgos,  compelled  at  Rayti  to  share  the  oom- 
mun  labors  of  the  settlement,  i.  3H3 ;  char- 
acter of  the,  i.  384 ;  form  a  faction  against 
Dieco  Colarobns,  daring  the  absence  of  his 
brother,  ii.  90. 

Ui^oamou,  dangfater  of  Caonabo,  falls  in  lore 
with  Don  Hernando  de  Goevara,  ii.  S33. 

Hifnanama,  a  female  Cacique,  hanged  by  or- 
der of  Ovando,  ii.  440. 

Uigue^,  domain  of,  ii.  17 ;  character  of  its  in- 
habitants, ib. ;  Ovando's  war  with  the  na- 
tives, ii.  S38  ;  martial  character  of  the  peo- 
ple, ib. ;  moltitades  of  them  destroyed,  ii. 
430 ;  soe  for  peace,  ii.  440 ;  again  revolt,  U. 
441 ;  and  ilanghter  their  tyrants,  ib.  ;  situa- 
tion of  their  towns,  ib.;  are  defeated  and 
compelled  to  conceal  themselves  in  the  fast- 
nesses, ii.  443 ;  are  hunted  like  w'M  beasU, 
u.  445-8. 

Uipparobus,  error  of,  in  respect  of  Africa  asd 
India,  iii.  363 

llispaniola,  disoovenr  of,  i.  193:  cause  of  its 
being  to  called,  L  195 ;  description  of  the  in- 
habitanU,  i.  195,  6,  7 ;  of  the  conntrv,  I. 
901  ;  tranMotions  with  the  natives,  i.  211 : 
form  of  government,  i.  213 ;  alarm  created 
by  a  discharge  of  cannon,  i.  214 ;  general 
description  of,  i.  368,  0,  370.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5, 
6,  7, 8, 9 ;  domains  into  which  it  was  divided, 
ii.  16;  made  the  metropolis  of  the  New 
World,  ib. ;  thought  to  have  been  the  an- 
cient Ophir,  ii  73  ;  an  aoooont  of  the  num- 
bers of  the  natives  who  perished,  victims  to 
the  avarice  of  the  whUes,  ii.  428 ;  ceded  to 
the  French,  iii.  291. 

Honduras,  cape  of,  discorerad  by  Columbus, 
ii  317 ;  iuhabitanto,  u.  318. 

Honey  and  wax  found  at  Gnadalonpe,  i.  311, 

Hones,  fear  of  the  Baytiens  of.  i.  381,  300 ; 
terror  inspired  by  them  at  the  battle  of  the 
Vega,  ii.  47 ;  a  remarkable  one  which  moved 
in  curvets  to  the  music  of  a  viol,  ii.  432 ; 
killed  and  salted  for  sea  stores,  iii.  120 ;  a 
bone  drawn  into  the  river  by  an  alligator, 
iU.80. 

Houses  built  in  the  trees,  iii.  153. 

Huelva,  Alonzo  Sanches  de,  the  pilot,  fabled 
to  have  died  in  the  house  of  Columous,  iii. 
349. 

Huerta,  La,  delightful  island  of,  ii.322;  in- 
habitants of,  ib. 

Humboldt,  hie  account  of  the  present  condition 
of  the  southern  side  of  Cuba,  i.  411 ; 
aooonat  of  the  route  of  Cdnmbus,  Ui. 
380. 


Burtndo,  Btrtolome,  dfaaator  of,  at  the  Bbek 
River,  iii.  155 ;  tent  to  take  the  place  of  Nn 
fiex,  in  the  expedition  to  the  South  Seas,  ffi. 
240. 

Hurricanes,  seldom  known  in  Cuba.  i.  176 ;  a 
violent  one  in  Hayti,  ii.  67 ;  redeetJoss  of 
the  Uaytiens  previous  to  it,  ii.  66,  69 ;  seveie 
one  at  Dobayba,  iiL  212. 

I. 

Iceland,  Columbue  supposed  to  have  visited,  L 
SO ;  assertions  idativeto  its  discofwy  by  the 
Scandinavians,  iii.  356. 

Impressment  resorted  to  on  Colnnri>ns*s  third 
voyage,  ii.  96. 

Indians,  six  taken  from  the  New  World ;  arri- 
val of  in  Spain,  i.  253  ;  are  baptised,  i.  285  ; 
killed  by  a  foraging  P*rtyi  iii*  ^3 ;  cabins  set 
on  fire  by  the  8pantards,renMle8  captnred.ib.; 
100  captnred,  and  sent  to  Hispaniola  to  be 
told,  iu.  63 ;  70  made  captives,  iii.  73 ;  Span- 
iards attacked  by,  ib. ;  ambusoute  of,  iii.  81 ; 
dances  of,  in  honor  of  the  Virgin,  iii.  94  ; 
captives  sold  as  slaves  by  NicueM,  iii.  132 ; 
preserved  bodies  at  Comagre.  iii.  146 ;  order- 
ed to  be  torn  to  pieces  by  bloodhounds,  iii. 
168 ;  the  sun  supposed  to  be  wonhipped  by, 
iM.  187  ;  prayer  of  a  Cadque,  ib.;  an  Indian, 
of  Jamaica,  desires  Cdurnhns  to  take  him  to 
Spain,  i.  402. 

Iron,  a  pan  of,  seen  at  Guadaloupe,  L  308. 

IsabeUa,  discovery  of  the  island  of,  L  960. 

,  princess,  marriage  of,  with  the  heir 

apparent  of  Portugal,  i.  96. 

-,  queen  of  Arragon  and  Castile,  dia- 


racter  of,  i.  76 ;  engagements  of,  on  the  ar- 
rival of  Cdnmbos  in  Spain,  i.  79 ;  repain 
to  the  seat  of  war  in  Granada,  ib. ;  thenco  to 
Galliciaand  Salamanca,  i.  80, 1 ;  an  attempt 
to  assassinate  her,  i.  94 ;  Columbus  recom- 
mended to  her  by  the  marchioness  of  Mora, 
i.  95 ;  her  abilitv  in  military  affain,  i.  97 ; 
receives  a  letter  fh>m  the  prior  of  La  Rabida, 
i.  104 :  invitee  Cohimbns  to  conrt,  i.  105 ; 
Lub  de  St.  Angel  reasons  with  her.  i.  Ill ; 
signifies  her  assent,  i.  112 ;  declares  her  reso- 
lution to  pawn  her  iewek  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses, ib. ;  her  entnnsiasm  in  the  cause.  L 
113 ;  ber  motives,  L  1 17 ;  her  ioy  at  leaminf 
the  success  of  Columbus,  i.  268 ;  her  r 


tion  of  him,  i.  973 ;  her  seal  for  the  welfare 
of  the  Indians,  i.  285 ;  her  anxiety  in  respect 
to  the  conversion  of  the  Haytiens,  ti.  62 : 
humanely  prevents  the  Haytien  slaves  from 
being  sold  to  slavery,  ib. ;  orden  them  to  bo 
sent  back  to  Uajrti,  ib. ;  enteninto  the  view* 
of  Columbus  in  respect  to  a  third  vorage.  ii. 
90 ;  ber  humane  directions,  iL  95 ;  death  of 
her  son,  Prince  Junn,  ii.  97  ;  makies  Colam- 
bns's  two  sons  her  oages,  ii.  98 ;  begins  to 
doubt  the  conduct  of  Columbus,  ii  241 ;  of 
fended  at  his  pertinacity  in  making  slaves  of 
the  Indians  taken  in  war.  ii.  244 ;  oiden  all 
those  sent  to  Spain  to  be  restored  to  their 
country  and  friends,  ib. ;  consents  to  tfao 
sending  out  a  commission  to  investigate  Ui 
conduct,  ib. ;  filled  with  sympathy  and  ia 
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dIfBAtkM  oa  readiiur  Cohmbiu**  Itttm  to 
DoSa  cU  la  Tom,  S.  370 ;  invitM  him  to 
oonrt,  ii.  S73 ;  b  moved  to  t«an  at  beholdinff 
him,  ii.  373 ;  her  conoern  for  the  wdfare  of 
the  Indians,  ii.  S^ ;  listent  with  oompla- 
cenoy  to  the  prupositjon  of  Colambns  for  a 
fonrth  Toynge,  ii.  896  ;  reoeivee  the  newt  of 
the  MDSiiinnry  acts  of  Ovando  with  horror 
and  indignation,  ii.  456;  exaoti  a  piomin 
from  the  Kinc  that  he  shall  be  superseded  in 
the  govwnment,  ib. ;  causes  of  the  mdan- 
cholv  under  which  she  labored,  U.4«5;  her 
h,  u.  466 ;  and  character,  ib. 


J. 


cholv  I 
death, 


Ktnip.  Moorish,  of  Granada,  one  of  them  snr^ 
renders  his  pretentions  to  Ferdinand,  i.  97  ; 
the  other  surrenders  Granada,  i.  107. 

Kircher,  Athanasins.  his  opinion  relative  to  tho 
travels  of  Bfarco  Polo,  iii.  883. 


379. 


Cabot,  fi. 


Jamaica  discovered  by  Columbus,  i.  396 ;  the 
natives  receive  Columbus  in  a  hostile  manner, 
i.  400 ;  Cohimbus  takes  possession  of  it,  L 
401 ;  amicable  intercourM  with  the  natires, 
ib.  ;  their  character,  ib. ;  their  canoes,  Ib. : 
subjugated  by  Don  Diego,  iii  308 ;  EMinibel 
made  governor,  iii.  fi7. 

,  Gaciaueof.  visits  Ccrfumbns,  aadofleis 

to  go  and  oo  homage  to  the  king  and  queen 
of  Spain,  i.  431 ;  this  ofier  evaded  by  Colam- 
bo>,  i.  433. 

Japan  (Cipango),  Marco  Polo's  aooouut  of  H, 
iii.  397. 

Jasper,  specimens  found  among  the  mountains 
ofCibao,  ii.363. 

Jerec.  Rodrigo  de,  sent  up  the  island  of  Cuba 
by  Columbus,  i.  180 ;  account  of  his  jour- 
ney, L  im. 

Jews  not  allowed  to  esUblish  themselves  in  the 
colonies,  or  nndertake  voyages  of  discovery, 
ii.  28H. 

John  of  Anjoo,  an  account  of  bis  expeditkm 
against  Naples,  iU.  335. 

• II.  kin^  of  Portugal,  the  passion  for 

maritime  discovery  revives  under,  i.  61 ; 
sends  missions  in  quest  of  Prester-John,  i. 
03 ;  receives  a  proposition  of  a  voyage  of  dis- 
covery from  Colambos,  i.  63 ;  refers  it  to  a 
junto  and  hb  council,  who  report  it  to  be 
visionary,  i  65 ;  consents  to  u*e  an  unwar- 
rantable stratagem,  i.  69 ;  desires  to  renew 
the  negotiation  with  Columbus,  i.  68 ;  who 
refuses,  and  quits  Portugal,  i.  09;  invites 
Columbus  to  roftngal,  and  promises  pratao- 
tion,i.  9ft;  invites  Columbus  ou  his  return 
from  the  New  World,  i.  354  ;  his  iealousv 
excited,  i.  355 ;  his  armament,  i.  867 ;  his 
negotiations  with  Ferdinand  in  sespeottothe 
new  diwjoveries.  i.  367-369 ;  his  Idea  in  re- 
spect to  a  continent  in  the  southern  ocean, 
iL390-S. 

Josephus,  his  opinion  rdatlve  to  the  gold  used 
in  the  temple  of  Jerusalem,  ii.  346. 

Juan,  prince,  his  nuptials,  U.  90 ;  his  death,  H. 
97. 

Jnana,  queen  of  Castile,  arrival  of,  iL  478 ; 
promises  a  prosperous  termination  to  the  suit 
of  Columbus,  ib. 

Junta  de  Deseaigoa,  the  claims  of  Cohunbos 
~      ltothe,ii.474. 


Lactantius,  passage  quoted  frAm,  to  prove  tho 
impossibility  of  their  beinc  anUpodes,  i.  86-7. 

Lapis  lazuli,  specimens  fonnd  among  tho 
mountains  of  Cilwo,  i.  363. 

I«edfsma,  Pedro,  his  gallant  conduct,  IL  364 ; 
involves  himself  in  Porras's  mntinv,  and  r»- 
oeives  a  multitude  of  wounds,  iL  418 ;  is  an 
saasinated,  ib. 

Leoe,  Diego  de.  voyage  of,  iii.  47 ;  sets  snU 
from  Pdos,  ib. ;  doubles  Cape  St.  Augus- 
tine, Ib. ;  discovers  more  or  the  southera 
continent  than  any  royager  of  bis  day,  B. 
877. 

Lineage  of  Chiirtopber  Columbns,  an  aooout 
of.flL  314. 

liOmbards,  the  extent  of  their  trade,  L  38. 

Lopez,  Juan,  his  rencontre  with  C<»tabanami, 
hr448. 

Lots  for  Pilgrimages,  drawing  of,  L  841. 

Lnxan,  Juan  de,  his  excursion  among  tho 
mountains  of  Cibao,  I.  366. 


Maobam,  his  discovery  of  Madeira,  i.  34 ;  an 

account  of  his  adventaiea,  iii.  418. 
Madeira,  an  aocount  of  the  disoovwy  of  tfw 

island  of,  iii.  411. 
Magellao.  electrical  Ugfats  seen  during  his  Toy* 

age  on  the  masts  orships,  i.  304. 
Maguana,  domain  of,  an  account  of,  U.  16. 
Mahogany,  canoes  made  of,  L  401. 
Maize,  cultivated  in  Uayti,  i  377. 
Maladies  of  the  Spaniards  in  Harv   i.  340, 381. 
Malaga,  siege  and  capture  of,  i.9^  i. 
Maldonado,  Don  Alonzo,  appointetf  Alguasil- 

mayor  in  th?  place  of  Roldan,  in  Hiifianiola, 


U. 


,  Mclchor,   Tisits    Guacanngarl,  L 


330 ;  proceeds  along  the  coast,  L  337-6. 

Mahe-Bmn.  his  conjecture  relative  to  Cohnn- 
bus  considered,  Ui.  301. 

Man,  origin  of,  aeoofdlng  to  tho  Haytiens,  i. 
378. 

Mangrove  trees,  iii.  79 ;  Qjeda  seeks  rafugo  from 
the  Indians  in  one,  iii.  76. 

Manicaotex,  succeeds  Caonabo,  ii.  43 ;  com- 
mands in  a  battle,  ii.  46 ;  is  conqnersd  and 
sues  for  peace.  iL  46 ;  compelled  to  pay  hatf 
a  calabash  of  gold  every  three  months,  ii. 
50 ;  assembly  of  the  Caciqoca  at  hb  house 
to  prefer  complaints  against  Columbus,  H.  67. 

Mandeville.  Sir  John,  a  short  account  of  his 
travels,  iii.  .?96 ;  held  in  great  anthorif  by 
Cohimbus,  iii.  390. 

Mangon,  a  provinoe  of  Cuba,  L  406-0. 
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If  tp,  Paulo  T<Moui«lli's,  nsed  by 
oa  hk  firat  ▼oyaf*.  i.  57. 


Oolambos 


lap*,  a  gnat  improTenwiit  mad*  in,  i.  43. 
[arbM,  mjuMi  of,  fonad  aaoof  tho  moa 


Ml 

Ml 
taiatofCibM.  i.363. 

MarooliBi,  hb  aoooaat  of  E^lotiland  and  Dro* 
fto,  Ui.  300. 

Margarita,  island  of,  discovery  of,  ii.  193. 

— — ^ of  Anstoa,  ber  nvpUals  with  prinoo 

.  Jaan.  U.  90. 

Maigahte,  Pedro,  tecommanded  to  a  eoamaad 
by  Colorobns.  i.  346  ;■  made  commander  of 
the  foitrem  or  St.  Thomas,  i.  367 ;  sands  an 
aooonnt  of  the  oondaot  of  his  colony,  Jtc, 
i.  381 ;  is  invested  with  the  command  of  the 
forces,  1.  3S7 ;  dtsregards  his  instmotions,  i. 
389 ;  his  misoondaot  daring  the  absence  of 
Colambns,  ii.  16,  17,  18 :  is  ceasnred  by  Di- 
ego Colnmbns,  ii.  19 ;  forms  a  plan  of  re- 
taming  to  Spain,  ii.  91 ;  sets  sail,  ib.;  his 
aocosations  of  Colombas  at  Madrid,  ii.  56. 

Marqne,  Die^,  missed  at  Gnadaloope,  L  309 ; 
his  retnm,  i.  311  :  is  placed  nnder  arrest,  i. 
312. 

Maria,  Santa,  discovery  of,  L  313. 

Maries,  domain,  aooonnt  of,  iL  16. 

Martin  V.,  Pope,  concedes  to  the  crown  of 
Portofal  all  the  lands  it  might  discover  from 
Cape  Bajador  tu  the  Indies,  i.  278. 

Marta,  Santa,  discovery  of,  i.  407. 

Martin,  San,  island  of,  discovered,  i.  313. 

Martyr,  Peter,  his  account  of  Cuba,  i.  187 ; 
his  description  of  the  natives  of  Uispaniola, 
i.  196 ;  sent  to  the  soldan  of  E^ypt  to  make 
arrangements  for  the  cunservatiun  of  the  ho- 
ly.  sepniohra,  ii.  302;  short  account  of  his 
hfe  and  writings,  iii.  433 ;  passages  from  his 
letters  relative  to  Columbus,  iii.  424  ;  his  cha- 
racter of  Ameriffo  Vespnoci,  iii.  330. 

Maiigalante,  island  of,  discovery  of,  i.  306. 

Martin,  Alonzo,  the  first  Enropean  on  the  Pa- 
cific, in  a  vessel,  iii.  174. 

Mateo,  Joan,  a  Uaytien  converted  to  Christi- 
anity, ii.  149. 

Manro,  oonstrmcts  a  celebrated  map,  i.  43. 

Maya,  province  of  Yucatan,  natives  of,  can-, 
ubak,  iii.  248. 

Mayobanex,  Caciqne  of  the  Cignayens,  i.  335 ; 
Gnarionex  flies  to  him  for  refute,  iL  179 ; 
bis  answer  to  the  Adelantado,  when  desired 
to  give  np  Gnarionex,  ii.  180 ;  m  deserted  in 
his  need.  U.  182 ;  comnelled  to  fly,  ib.;  is 
seixed  wHh  his  wife  and  children,  ii.  183. 

Medina  Cdi,  duke  of,  entertains  Colambns,  i. 
72 ;  application  of  Colnmbus  to,  ib.;  writes 
*o  the  queen,  i.  73 ;  account  of,  iii.  18, 

,  Bidonia,  dnke  of,  application  of  Co- 
lambns to,  i.  72 ;  plan  rejected,  ib. 

Meloas  Introdnced  into  Hayti,  i.  380. 

Mendex.  Diego,  his  bold  conduct  at  Veragaa, 
ii.  350.  356 ;  his  reward.  H.  360 ;  his  me- 
ritorious conduct  at  Jamaica,  ii.  378;  his 
conversation  with  Colnmbus,  ii.  380;  nn- 
derukes  to  go  in  a  canoe  to  St.  Doming,  iL 
381 ;  departs  with  one  Spaniard  and  six  In- 
dians, ii.  382 ;  narrowly  escapes  being  mor- 
deted  by  tho  Indiana  of  t' 


tanuL  iL  384 ;  aooonnt  of  his  TOjafa,  B.  416 ; 

sails  for  Spain,  ii.  421 ;  his  •abaaqMeat  hiilo- 

ly,  ii.  423,  and  note. 
Meadoxa,   Pedro  Goaxalei  da,— aeo  Toledo, 

ArohbisfaOp  of. 
Meaeses.  Don  Pedro  de,  his  answer  to  the  birii- 

op  of  Gaota  in  raapoet  to  tho  propriety  oiF 

maritime  discoveries,  i.  06. 
Mermaids,  thiae  supposed,  saaa  by  Colnmbw, 

i.  231. 
Mexiatrillo,  Rodiigo,  oomaumda  the  aoldieiy  at 

the  massaora  of  Xaragna.  ii.  433. 
Misa,  Rio  da  la,  so  called  (rom  mass  paifenaad 

on  its  banks,  i.  428. 
Monis  de  Palestrello,  DoSa  Fallpa,  ber  mar- 
riage with  Colnmbus,  L  48. 
Monte  Christi,  description  of,  i.  338 ;  Oolua- 

bus  founds  the  city  of  Isabella,  L  339. 
Montserrat,  discovery  of,  i.  313. 
Moors,  war  against  the,  i.  79. 
,  none  permitted  to  establish  themsalvaa 

ia  the  oolonies  or  goon  voyages  of  disooveqr, 

U.2B8. 
Morales,  Caspar,  expeditioB  of,  to  the  Pacific, 

L218. 
,  Francisco,  his  evidence  rriativo  to  the 

disooveiy  of  the  ooast  of  Paria  by  Oohun- 

bus,  iiL  340. 
Motber-of-peail  fonad  on  tha  ooast  of  Pana, 

u.  117. 
Moxioa,  Adriaa  de,  oonspiracy  of,  iL  830 ;  w 

ditatet  the  death  of  the  Admiral  and  of  Rol- 

dan,  ib.;  b  seixed,  ii.  235;  and  flung  head- 
long' from  the  battlements  of  Port  Ooaoap- 

tion,  ib. 
Mora,  marchionew  of,  becomes  a  (Head   to 

CJOlambns,  i.  95 ;  and  recommends  hfa  sait  to 

the  queen,  ib.;  also,  105-112. 
MoUtas,  islands  of,  discovered,  ii.  378. 
Mules,  the  employment  of,  under  tha  saddle 

prohibited  in  Spain,  iL  470. 
Music  of  the  Haytiens,  L  376. 
Mnsioians  sent  to  Uayti  to  enlivae  tha  qarita 

of  the  colony,  iL  90. 


Nnases.  exebanging,  aa  Indian  bagae  of  Cra- 

temity,  ii.  440. 
Navarrete,  his  opinion  rdative  to  the  islaad 

first  discovered  by  Colnmbus,  iiL  386. 
Narasa,  island  of,  ii.  407 ;   fonntain  near,  JL 

400. 
Navidad,  La,  or  the  Nativity,  oonstraotiDa  of 

the  fortress  of,  i  323 :   disasters  at  the  Ibr- 

tiass,  i.  322,  3,  4,  5 ;  abandoned  by  Colnm- 
bus, L  337. 
Needle,  variation  of  the,  first  noticed,  i.  103 ; 

inclines  a  whole  point,  ii.  129 ;  Colnmbos'a 

speoulatioa  in  respect  to,  ii.  131. 
Negroes  of  Africa  introdnced  into  Uispamiola, 

ill.  303 ;  their  first  revolt,  ib. 
NagotiatioBs.  difdomatio,  between  the  ooortsof 

Spain  and  Portugal,  with  respect  to  the  »ew 

discoveries,  i.  287. 
Newfoundland,  assertions  rriative  to  the  dia- 

oovery  of,  by  the  Soandiaaviaas,  iiL  357. 
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NioholM,  St.,  hftrbor  of.  i.  104. 

Mionesa,  Diego  de,  rival  of  OJedft  at  the  comt 
of  FerdiBand,  iii.  61 ;  character  of»  iii.  63  ; 
GrackM  k  Dkw  snigned  to  him  by  Feidi- 
naod,  ib.;  oaptores  100  tlaret  and  lends 
them  to  HiipaaJola  to  be  wld,  iii.  63; 
feud  with  Ojeda«  iii.  65 ;  evadet  the  offer  of 
Ojeda  to  aettle  by  combat,  ib.;  haraned  by 
dnat,  iii.  67 }  arrested,  iii.  68 ;  lelieTed  by  a 
ftranger,  ib.;  anives  at  coast  of  Carthagena, 
iii.  75 ;  reconciled  with  Ojeda.  Ht78  ;  destroys 
Carthagena,  iii.  56  ;  sails  for  the  Golf  of  Ura- 
ba,iii.  SO ;  arrives  off* the  coast  of  Veragna,  iii. 
.  102 ;  vessel  grounded,  iii.  103 ;  hardshin  of 
crew,  iii.  104 ;  page  killed  b^  an  Indian, 
ib. ;  on  a  desolate  uland,  iii.  109 ;  canses 
Olano  to  be  seized,  iii.  110 ;  300  of  his  ar- 
mament who  left  with  him  on  the  expedition 
have  perished,  ib.;  suffering  of  hii  men  on 
the  coast  of  the  Isthmus,  iii.  Ill ;  reaches 
Pueit«.  Belio— Ukes  possession  of  Puerto  de 
Bastimientos,  113 ;  sent  for  to  govern  Darien, 
iii.  131  ;  his  threats,  ib.;  slaves  sold  by,  UL 
132 ;  appears  olf  Danen,  iii.  134  ;  threaten- 
ed with  violence  if  he  should  land,  ib.;  lands, 
ib.;  sets  sail  for  Uispaniola  and  never  heard 
of  after,  iii.  130;  appointed  governor  of 
Golden  Castile,  iii.  301. 

Nifio,  Pedro  Alonzc,  saib  for  Hayti,  iL  83 ; 
nndertakes  a  voya^p*  of  discovery,  and  re- 
toms  from  the  p«ut  -»ast  after  a  Inorative 
Toyage,  ib.;  arrives  a'.  Cadiz  from  Hispanio- 
la,  with  a  number  of  Indian  prisoners,  li.  88 ; 
expedition  of,  iii.  34 ;  lands  at  the  gnlf  of 
Paria.  iii.  35 ;  fijehts  with  the  Caribs,  ib. ; 
viato  Mai|farita,  ui.  36 ;  returns  to  Spain,  iii. 
38;  impnsoned,  lb. 

Nombre  de  Dioe,  iii.  113. 

Noya,  Jnaa  de,  his  escape  by  diving,  ii.  300. 

Nnfiez,  Vasoo.  remains  at  the  Isthmus,  iii.  113 ; 
character  of,  iii.  114 ;  advice  to  Enciso,  iii. 
126 ;  takes  part  in  the  faction  at  Darien,  iii. 
137 ;  Nicuesa  u  threatened  with  violence  if 
he  should  land,  iii.  134 ;  interposes  between 
the  people  and  Nicnesa,  ib. ;  visits  the  Ca- 
ciqne  Careta,  his  humanity  yields  to  the  ad- 
dress of  the  Indian,  iii.  143;  marrie*  tha 
dao^hter  of  CareU,  iii.  144;  invades  the 
temtories  of  Ponca,  ib.;  raoeives  gold  from 
the  cacique  Coroargra,  iii.146 ;  sends  Valdivta 
to  Uispaniola  for  provtiions,  iii.  149 ;  expe- 
dition of,  to  the  golden  temple  of  Dobayba, 
ib.;  retnras  to  Uraba,  iu.  15S;  to  Darien, 
iiL  154 ;  discovers  the  plot  of  Zemaco,  iii. 
156 ;  surprises  the  Indians,  iii.  157 ;  faction 
directed  against,  iii.  160;  his  oonidnot,  iii. 
161 ;  u  recalled,  ib.;  made  Captain  General 
of  the  colony,  iii.  163 ;  receivea  nnfavorabla 
news  from  Spain,  iii.  163 ;  aoconnt  of  his 
expedition  to  the  Pacific,  iii.  165 ;  his  cmel- 
ty  to  the  Indians,  iu.  167 ;  discovers  the  Pa- 
cific, iii.  160 ;  erects  a  cross,  iii.  173 ;  take* 
ession,  iii.  175 ;   adventares  on  the  bor- 

,  iii.  177-8 ;   ventnres  out  in  canoes,  UL 

178 ;  diflknlties  occur,  iii.  179 ;  finds  abun- 
dance of  pearls,  iii.  180 ;  sufferings  of,  iii. 
187 ;  gold  brought  to  him  instead  o*"  piovi' 


sioas.  iU.  188 ;  stratagem  of,  against  Tuba- 
namk,  iii.  189 ;  the  cadqoe  refuset  to  disoo- 
ver  the  mines.  4u.  190 ;  searches  the  rivers  for 
gold,  ib.;  IS  taken  sick,  iii.  191 ;  his  charao- 
ter,  iii.  193  ;  writes  letten  to  tJie  kine,  ib.; 
sends  a  messenger  to  Spain  to  d^nd  him, 
ib  ;  finds  an  advocate  in  Zamndio,  iii. 
144 ;  is  superseded  by  Davila,  iii.  104 ;  order- 
ed to  bo  deposed,  iii.  198 ;  the  newaof  hit 
discoveries  received  in  England,  iii.  199; 
considered  a  worthy  successor  of  Cdnmbus, 
ib.;  judicial  inquiry  oonoeming,  iii.  309 ;  se- 
oond  expedition  to  Dobayba,  ui.  311 ;  niade 
addantado  of  the  Sunth  Sea  and  governor 
of  Panama  and  Coyba,  iii.  315 ;  is  imprison- 
ed, iii.  318  ;  oflfered  the  daughter  of  Davila 
in  marriage,  iii.  837 ;  transports  ships  across 
the  Isthmus,  iii.  890 ;  cruise  of,  on  the  Paci- 
fic, iii.  833  ;  finds  whales  in  great  numbers, 
ib.;  lands  on  the  coast,  ib.;  hears  that  Bosa 
is  to  snpenede  Pedrarias,  iii.  334  ;  his  action, 
ib.;  difficulty  between,  and  Pedrarias  Davila 
renewed,  iii.  336 ;  prophecy  of  an  astrolctter 
concerning,  til.  339 ;  returns  to  Ada,  ib.; 
arrested  and  imprisoned  by  Davila.  iii.  840  ; 
hypocrky  of  Davila,  ib.;  reply  of  Nnfiez,  iii. 
841-8;  verdict  against — condemned  to  be 
executed,  iii.  843 ;  is  executed  with  three  of 
his  officers,  iii.  345 ;  property  confiscated 
and  his  head  placed  on  a  pole,  iii.  346 ;.  re- 
flections, ib. 

O. 

Ocampo.  associate  of  Ojeda,  iii.  55. 

Ocean,  line  of  demarkation  of  the,  between 
Spain  and  PoitugaJ,  i.  300. 

Oderigo,  documents  in  the  possession  of  the 
faimty  of,  relative  to  Columbus,  ii.  304. 

Ojeda,  Don  Alonzo  de,  account  of,  iii.  18 ; 
goes  in  search  of  Diego  Marque,  at  Ouada- 
toupe,  i.  311 ;  his  exMdition  to  explore  the 
interior  of  Hispaniola,  i.  343 ;  sallies  from 
Isabella,  i.  389;  character  of,  ib.;  his  con- 
duct in  respect  to  some  Haytien  thieves,  ib.; 
character  of,  ii.  34 :  u  besieged  by  Caonabo, 
ii.  35  ;  anecdote  of,  ib.;  undertakes  to  seize 
Caonabo,  and  deliver  him  alive  into  the  hands 
of  Columbus,  ii.33;  visits  him,  ib.;  offers 
him  the  beU  of  Isabella,  U.  33 ;  his  strata- 
gem to  take  him  off,  ii.  34 ;  conquen  in  an 
engagement  with  a  brother  of  Caonabo,  ii. 
37 ;  liis  conduct  at  the  battle  of  the  Vega, 
H  47-9 ;  arrives  at  the  western  part  of  UU- 
paai<rfa  on  a  voyage  of  discovery,  ii.  819 ; 
cause  of  his  voyage,  ii.  883 ;  his  mansnvres 
with  Roldan,  ii.W ;  leavn  the  island  with 
a  threat,  ii.  238 ;  returns  to  Spain  with  .a 
drove  0f  daves,  ii.  889 ;  oonoeives  projects 
of  a  voyage,  iii.  80 ;  obtains  permission  to 
make  the  voyage,  Ui.  31;  assisted  by  tlie 
merchants  of^  Seville,  ib.;  dtsooveis  Suri- 
nam, iiL  S3 ;  lands  at  Mamcapana,  iii.  35 ; 
sails  against  the  cannibals,  iii.  36;  battle 
with  the  Caribs,  ib.;  discovers  the  Gulf  of 
Venezuela,  iii.  38 ;  attacked  by  the  Indians, 
iii.  80 ;  at  Maracaibo,  iii.  30 ;  abandons  his 
voyage  and  sails  fbr  Hispaniola,  iii.  33 ;  is 
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obUied  to  leave  by  Colinb«s.  UL  33;  re- 
tonit  to  Bp«iB,  ib.;  Moond  Toyage  of,  iii. 
51 ;  made  fovaraor  of  Ooqaibacoa,  ib.;  in- 
■traotioDi  to,  rdativ*  to  the  £iiglwh,  iii.  9S : 
forafei  apoa  the  natives,  iii.  53  ;  a  plan  laid 
to  'ntfap  him,  iii.  56 ;  attempts  an  escape, 
iii.  bi  i  vanliot  ooaoeming  struaf-boz  fiven 
against,  ib.;  acquitted,  ib.;  makes . another 
▼oya^  to  Ooqnibaooa,  iii.  50;  chosen  by 
Ferdmand  to  establish  colonies  in  Veragna, 
iii.  <M) ;  oflemd  Msistaaoe  bv  Cosa,  ib.:  Ni- 
ovesa  becomes  his  rival — Ferdinand  favoia 
both.  iii.  03;  New  Andalnsia  assigned  to 
him,  ib.;  fend  with  Nicnesa,  ib.;  proposes  to 
settle  the  dispute  by  combat,  iii.  65 ;  Cosa 
interposes,  ib.;  exploits  of,  on  the  coast  of 
Carthagena,  iii.  69 ;  attacks  the  natives,  iii. 
72;  cabins  of,  set  on  fire  b^  his  order,  iii.  73 ; 
valor  of,  iii.  74  ;  escape  of;  iii.  76 ;  reconcil- 
ed with  Nicoesa,  ia.  78 ;  San  Sebastian  set- 
tled by,  iiL  80 ;  natives  of,  ib.;  sappQeed  by 
the  Indians  to  have  a  charmed  life,  iii.  8S ; 
severely  wounded,  ib.;  his  remedy,  iii.  83 ; 
superstition  of,  iii.  85 ;  pat  in  irons  by  Tala- 
vera,  iii.  SO;  march  or,  through  Cuba,  iii. 
01 ;  vow  of— performs  his  vow.  iii.  94  ;  pe- 
riloBs  voyajge  m  a  canoe,  iii.  05 ;  arrives  at 
Jamaica,  iii.  96 ;  entertains  fears  of  Enciso's 
safety,  iii.  96 ;  waylaid,  iii.  90 ;  defends  him- 
self a^Bst  a  number,  iii.  100 ;  toms  monk 
and  dies,  ib  ;  character  of,  iii.  101 ;  appoint- 
ed governor  of  New  Andalnsia,  iii.  301 ; 
fails  in  his  undertaking  to  colonize  that  coun- 
try, ib. ;  his  evidence  relative  to  the  dis- 
covery of  the  coast  of  Paria  by  Colnmbas, 


» of  the  squad- 
ars  entertained 
iu.  106 :  Nicu- 
u  110;  his  ad- 


,L331. 
»r  to  Dr.  Franlt* 
iu.3S5. 

en  to  supenede 
r  of,  ib  :  great 
i;  his  fleet,  ii. 
aoasstones,llo. 
t.  Domingo  and 
assumes  the  government,  ii.  306 ;  refuses  to 
let  Columbus  take  shelter,  ib.;  his  mysterious 
conduct  to  Columbus  in  his  distress  at  Jamai- 
ca, ii.  411- IS ;  an  account  of  his  administia- 
thm  and  oppression,  ii.  4SS ;  suflS»rings  of  the 
natives  under  the  civil  policy  of,  ib.;  vfaw  of 
the  military  operations  of;  ii.  4S8;  visits 
Anacaona,  ii.  431 ;  takes  it  into  his  bead 
that  site  intends  to  massacre  him  and  all  his 
attendants,  ii.  43S;  seizes  Anacaona  and 
bums  all  the  Caciaues,  ii.  433 ;  massacres  the 
poDuloce.  ii.  433-35 ;  and  causes  Anacaona 
to  DO  ignominioosly  hanged,  ii.  438 ;  his  fur- 
ther atrocious  conduct  to  the  unfortunate 
Indians,  ib.;  founds  Santa  Maria  in  comme- 
moration of  his  atrocities,  ib.;  wages  war 
against  the  natives  of  Higuey,  ii.438  ;  causes 


maav  of  them  to  be  slanghteied  and  their 
chieftains  to  be  burnt,  iL  430 ;  hangs  a  fe- 
male Cadqne  of  distinction,  ii  440 ;  canseo 
600  Indians  of  Saona  to  be  imprisoned  in 
one  dwelling  and  put  to  the  sword,  ib.;  re> 
eeives  Columbus  on  hie  arrival  at  St  Do- 
mingo with  an  hypocritical  politeness,  li. 
455 ;  is  sapeiseded  by  Don  Diego  Cdombos, 
bat  permitted  to  retain  possession  of  all 
property,  iii.  S7. 

Oviedo,  OoBzalo  Fernandez  de,  a  short  ae- 
count  of  his  life  aad  writings,  iii.  498. 

Oysters,  in  the  Gnlf  of  Paria,  roand  the  rooto 
of  the  Mangrove  trees,  U.  117-JO. 

Ozema,  river  of,  and  tha  ooantiy  thioudi  which 
it  flows,  ii.  130. 


F. 

Pacific  Oooaa,  disoorefy  of  by  NnfieSy  iiL 
160. 

Pascna,  Fknida,  discovered,  iii.  988. 

Pales,  the  port,  whence  Colnmbas  sailed  on  his 
firrt  ezpeditioa,  i.  "llO ;  present  state  of,  L 
964 ;  visit  to,  ui.  454. 

Palms,  Cape  of.  discovered,  i.  177. 

Pane,  Romaa,  labon  to  oonyert  the  Haytieas, 
ii.  140. 

Paradise,  ofaservatioas  on  the  sitnation  of  tha 
terrestrial,  iii.  438 ;  of  the  Haytiens,t.  374-5. 

Paria,  Oalfof,  Colnmbus's  voyage  through  the, 
u.  114;  description  of  the  coast  of,  u.  100: 
mannen  of  the  natfves,  ii.  Ill ;  ounent  or 
the  sea,  ii  138. 

Parrots,  first  seen  in  the  western  hemisplieM, 
i.  160;  large  fiifhts  of,  seen,  L  160;  foond 
on  the  coast  of  Paria,  ii.  lia 

Partition,  papal  bull  of,  i.  980;  line  of  re- 
moved, i.  300. 

Passamonte,  Miguel,  becomes  aa  OBemy  to 
Doo  Diego  Columbus,  iU.  990. 

Pearis,  the  Gulf  of,  ii.  190. 

of  Cubagua,  li.  1 18,  193. 

,  abundaace  of  oa  the  coast  of  the  Pa- 
cific, iii.  180 ;  paddles  of  a  canoe  inlaid  with, 
ui.  183;  pea[rl  islands,  iii.  919;  tribute  of; 
iu.  990 ;  of  great  value  foaad,  iii.  919 ;  a 
Cacique's  remark  about,  S>. 

Pedrarias,  see  '*  Damla.** 

Pelicans,  iu.  989. 

Pepper,  Agi,  i.  938. 

Perez,  Alonzo,  discovets  land  in  Columbas*s 
third  voyage,  ii.  106 ;  joins  the  faction  at 
Darien,  iii.  150 ;  thrown  into  prison,  iii. 
160;  liberated,  ib. ;  again  assumes  command 
of  the  faction,  iii.  161. 

Junn,  sent  by  Ponce  on  discoveries,  iii. 

983 ;  returns  to  Porto  Rico,  ib. ;  finds  Bimini, 
ib. ;  see  note,  iii.  384. 

—  ■  Fmy  Juan,  prior  of  the  convent  of  La 
Rabida,  entertains  Columbus  on  his  firrt  en- 
try into  Spain,  i.  109 ;  gives  him  letters  of 
introduction  to  tlie  oueen's  confenor,  and 
educates  his  son,  i.  104  ;  reception  of  Colum- 
bus, i.  109 ;  writes  to  queen  Isabella,  i.  104  ; 
invited  to  court,  i.  105 ;  pleads  the  oaasa  of 
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Oolnmbat,  ib. ;   reodve*  a  ridt  fVom  Co- 

l«Bibn  afttrhis  loooeM,  i.  119. 
Philip,  king  of  Caatile,  listent  to  the  nqa^tt  of 

Corambu,  uid  promises  a  piosponHM  twni- 

nation  to  his  snit.  ii.  477. 
ngeons,  wood,  vast  namben  seen  on  the  tooth 

sideofCnba.  i.  417. 
Pilgrimages,  lots  for,  drawing  of,  i.  841,  i.  951. 
Pilot,  observations  on  the  rnmor  of  a  pM'iot  hav- . 

ing  died  in  the  house  of  Coinmbas,  iii.  343. 
Pineapple  first  met  with,  i.  30a 
Pines,  Bland  of,  discovered  by  Colnmbot,  L 

Pinos.  Isla  de.  disooverr  of,  ii.  314. 

Pinta,  desertion  of,  i.  189. 

PinzoDs,  family  of,  they  enable  Colombns  to 
offer  to  bear  one-eighth  of  the  ohaige  of  the 
expedition,  and  to  add  a  third  ship  to  the 
armament,  i.  1 15 ;  their  activity  and  interest 
in  the  voyage,  i.  131 ;  fomish  Cdambns 
with  money  to  defray  the  eichth  share  of  the 
expense,  ii.  1S3;  aooonnt  of  tbdr  family,  i. 
964,  note. 

pinson,  Martin  Alonzo,  oflers  to  bear  the  ex- 
penses of  Colnmbns  in  a  renewed  application 
to  the  court,  i.  104 ;  his  opinion  relative  to 
the  nearness  of  land,  i.  1^ ;  begins  to  lose 
confidence  in  the  conm  they  are  pursuing, 
i.  147 ;  crediting  the  accounts  of  the  Indians 
in  respect  to  a  very  rich  island,  deserts  and 
coes  in  search  of  it,  i.  189 ;  Ck>lnmbos  meets 
nim,  i.  930 ;  his  apology,  ib. ;  aocaunt  of 
his  proceedings,  ib. ;  his  duplicity  becomes 
more  evident,  i.  939;  his  arrival  at  Palos, 
i.  962;  effect  of  his  treacherous  conduct, 
ib. ;  his  death,  963;  reflections  on,  ib.j 
observations  relative  to  tlie  supposed  idea  of 
Columbus  owing  to  him  the  success  of  his 
great  enterprise,  Iii  345-6 ;  his  character,  iii. 
34a 

,  Vicente  YaSes,  obtains  a  license  for 

voyages  of  discovery,  ii.  59 ;  sails  on  a  voy- 
a^  of  discovery,  ii  976;  disoovers  the  Bra- 
Eib,  ii.  977,  iii.  41 ;  discovert  the  river  of 
Amazons,  ib.,  iii.  43;  is  allowed,  as  a  re- 
ward, to  colonize  and  govern  the  lands  which 
he  had  discovered,  ii.  977  ;  armament  of,  iii. 
40 ;  sails,  ib. ;  combat  with  the  Indians,  iii. 
49 ;  loses  two  ships  in  a  hurricane,  iii.  44 ; 
returns  to  Spain,  ib. ;  ships  seised  by  his 
creditors,  iii.  45. 

Pizarro  Francisco,  sails  for  Carthagena.  iii.  69 ; 
account  of.  ib. ;  lieutenant  of  the  colony  of 
San  Sebastian,  iii.  88  ;  arrives  at  Carthagena, 
iii.  119;  tent  to  the  urovinoe  of  Cayba  for 
gold,  Hi.  141 ;  is  attacked  by  the  Indians,  ib. 

Planisphere  of  Martin  Rehem,  i.  198. 

Pliny,  his  notice  of  electrical  lights  on  the 
masts  of  shim,  i.  304. 

Poetry  of  tlie  Haytiens,  i.  376. 

Polo,  Nicholas  and  MaUeo.  an  Recount  of  their 
travels  into  the  east,  iii.  3B4 ;  thmr  first 
journey,  ib. ;  return,  iii.  386 ;  their  second 
journey,  iii.  387  ;  their  return,  iii.  390;  in- 
vite theb  relatives  to  a  splendid  banquet, 
iii.  391. 

•4^—,  Maroo,  inflaenoe  of  his  tiaveb  npos  the 
VOL.  ui.  91* 


mind  of  Colnmbns,  i.  58,  iii.  384 ;  short  ac- 
count of  his  travels,  iii.  384 ;  his  return,  iii. 
385;  commands  a  galley  at  the  battle  of 
Cuzsohi,  UL  391 ;  is  taken  priiooer  and  sent 
in  chains  to  Oenoa,  ib. ;  writes  an  aoobunt 
of  his  travels,  ib. ;  is  liberated  and  returns  to 
Venice,  iii.  399 ;  an  account  of  his  work,  iit 
393. 

Ponoa,  Cacione  of,  his  territories  and  viUaget 
ravaged  and  sacked  by  NoRez.  iii., 144. 

Ponce,  iuan  de  Leon,  sent  by  Ovando  to  Hi- 

Etj,  iiL  963;  accompanies  Columbus  on 
I  second  voyage,  ib. ;  expedition  to  Bo- 
riqnen,  ib. ;  gold  at,  iii.  965 ;  aspires  to  the 
government  of  Porto  Rico  or  Boriqoen,  ib. ; 
appointed  governor  of  Porto  Rico  by  Ferdi- 
nand, iii.  »7 ;  sends  Ceron  and  Diaz  priso- 
ners to  Spain,  ib. ;  appoints  Sotomayer  his 
lieutenant,  who  soon  resigns,  iii.  968 ;  his 
treatment  of  the  Indians,  ib  ;  stratagems  of 
against  the  Indians,  iii.  974  ;  sagacity  of  his 
dog,  iii.  975 ;  attacks  the  cacique  Agueybana, 
iii.  976 ;  receives  a  letter  from  the  king,  iii. 
977  ;  subdues  the  island,  iii.  978 ;  resigns,  ib. ; 
expedition  of  in  search  of  the  fountain  in  Bi- 
mini,  the  waters  of  which  were  said  to  be 
rejuvenating ;  sails  ftom  St.  Germain,  iii. ' 
981 ;  discovers  Turtle  Island,  iii.  989 ;  dis- 
covers La  Vieja,  or  Old  Woman's  group,  iii. 
983 ;  returns  to  Porto  Rico,  ib. ;  returns  to 
Spain,  iii.  984  ;  made  Adelantadoof  Florida, 
iii  98.*^;  ordered  by  the  king  to  take  com- 
mand of  the  expedition  against  the  Caribs, 
ib. ;  arrival  at  Gnadaloupe.  ui.  986 ;  death 
of,  iii.  987 ;  epitaph,  iii.  9^. 

Poncra,  Cacique,  a  hideous  deformity,  iii.  186 ; 
torn  to  pieces  by  bloodhounds,  ib. 

Porras,  Francisco  de,  engages  in  a  mutiny  at 
Jamaica,  li,  387  ;  they  embark  with  most  of 
Columbus's  crew  in  ten  Indian  canoes,  ii. 
399 ;  are  driven  back,  ii.  394  ;  and  with  their 
companions  rove  about  the  island,  ii.  395 ; 
refuses  an  offer  of  pardon.  U.  415 ;  attacks 
the  Admiral  and  Adelantado,  ii.  417  ;  takmi 
prisoner,  ib. ;  is  set  at  liberty  by  Ovando,  ii. 
45j ;  and  sent  to  Spain  to  be  examined  by 
the  Indian  board,  ii.  456. 

Porto-Rico,  or  Boriquen,  discovery  of,  1.315, 
iii.  999 ;  beantv  of,  iu.  969 ;  natives  of,  ui. 
965 ;  gold  at,  ib. ;  wonderful  river  in,  iii. 
979. 

Portugal  and  Spain,  diplomatic  negotiations 
between  the  courts  of,  with  respect  to  tbn 
new  discoveries,  i.  987. 

Potato  in  Uayti,  i.  377. 

Prado,  prior  of,— see  Talavera. 

Prester-John,  an  imaginary  Christian  king,  L 
69  ;  account  of.  iii.  389. 

Priesu  of  the  Haytiens,  i.  370. 

Ptolemy,  difficulty  at  the  council  of  Salamanca 
to  reconcile  the  theory  of  Columbus  with  that 
of,  i.  91. 

Puerto  de  Bastimeato,  harbor  of,  ii.  335. 

Bdio,  discovery  of  by  Colnmboa,  U. 

334. 

Santo,  Cdnmbos's  description  ci,  L 

190. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


490 


INDEX. 


QiiM«*s  Gmrdens,  Colambos's  urival  U,  ia  his 
third  Yojace,  ii.  313 ;  archip*lii|o  of,  diaoor- 
er«d.  i.  m. 

UoMtiom,  the  territorial,  bow  wttled,  i.  S99 

Qaibiaa,  Caciqae  of  Veraf  oa,  interview  with 
Bartholomew  Ctilmnbas,  ii.  344  ;  woond  in- 
terview, ii.  345 ;  determines  on  preventing 
the  Spaniards  from  obtaining  a  settlement  in 
hit  territories,  ii.  346 ;  conspires  to  bam  their 
houses  and  murder  them,  ii.  350,  1  ;  is  seized 
by  the  Adelantado  with  his  wives  and  child- 
ren, ii.  354  ;  escapes  in  a  very  extraordinary 
mariner,  ii.  355-35d  *  attacks  the  Spaniards 
and  n  defeated,  li  350. 

Qninsai,  Marco  Polo's  acoonnt  of,  iii.  396. 

Qaintanilla,  Aloozo  de,  receives  Colnmbos 
into  his  house,  i.  79.  * 

R. 

Rabida.  La,  convent  of,  Colnmbos  is  enter- 
tained at,  on  his  first  arrival  in  Spain,  L  102 ; 
present  state,  i.  264. 

Reeds,  river  of,  i.  360. 

,  immense,  seen  on  the  Motquito  ooaat, 

n.  321. 

Reinier,  king  of  Naples,  Columbus  engages  in 
his  service,  i.  39. 

Religion  of  the  natives  of  Hayti,  i.  368,  9. 

Repartimientos.  origin  of,  ii.  213 ;  opposition 
of  Don  Diego  Columbus  to  the,  iii.  3110. 

Requeime,  Pedro,  makes  his  house  the  head- 
quarters of  the  rebels  at  Uispaniola,  ii.  194  ; 
made  Alcalde  by  Roldan,  ii.  215 ;  joins  in  a 
conspiracy  with  Adrian  de  Moxica,  ii.  230 ; 
is  Uken,  ii.  235. 

Rewards  and  punishments,  ideas  of  the  Hay- 
tiens  in  respect  to,  i.  374. 

Rio  Verde,  or  the  green  river,  L  360. 

Road,  the  fint  constructed  by  Europeans  in 
the  New  Worid,  i.  356. 

Rodriguez,  Sebastian,  takes  a  letter  from  the 
prior  Perrz  to  the  queen,  i.  104 

Roldan,  Francisco,  history  and  character  of, 
ii.  160 ;  an  account  of  his  conspiracy,  ib.  ; 
takes  possession  of  Xara^ua,  ii  ]r^ ;  bis  con- 
duct in  respect  to  the  ships  sent  forward  by 
Columbus,  ib. ;  promisee  to  repair  to  ^H.  Do- 
mingo on  the  arrival  of  Columbus,  ii.  192 ; 
his  interview  with  Ballester,  ii.  195;  rejects 
au  Offer  ofpardon.  ib, ;  demands  bis  dis- 
char;ge,  ii.  2(m  ;  his  interview  with  Caravajal, 
tec,  ii.  204 ;  determines  on  going  to  the  admi- 
ral, ii.  20H ;  correitpondenoe  with  the  admiral, 
ii.  206 ;  sends  proiiositions  by  Carvajal,  ii. 
206 ;  which  are  accepted,  ib. ;  circuoHtanpes 
prevent  their  being  acted  upon,  ib. ;  makes 
a  second  arrangement  with  the  admiral,  ii. 
209  ;  is  permitted  to  resume  bis  office  of  Al- 
calde-mayor, ii.  210;  receives  a  grant  of 
lands,  ii.  214 ;  visiu  his  landx,  ib. ;  assumes 
new  authority,  ii.  215;  is  sent  to  meet  Aion- 
zo  de  Ojeda,  il.  219  ;  hb  mancBuvres  with 
him,  ii.  224— 2t!9;  his  nvalship  with  Gue- 
vasa.  y.  231  ;  seizes  him  in  the  dwelling  of 
Aaacaona,  li.  233  :  treated  with  confidence 
by  BobadiOa,  ii.  203 ;   hte  oondnot  iavesU- 


gated  by  Orando,  iL  tOS ;  safls  lot  Spate, 
and  is  lost  in  a  violent  hnrncane,  iL  319. 
Roman,  Friar,  his  acoonnt  of  tba  aativas  of 
Hispaniola,  L  380. 

8. 

Sabellicns,  his  aocount  of  the  oaptora  of  the 
Venetian  galleys,  iii.  328. 

Saint  Michael,  bay  ot,  disooveeed,  iiL  175. 

Salamanca,  the  learned  assemble  at,  to  oob«- 
der  the  proposition  of  Columbus,  i.  84 ;  mo- 
nonnce  the  plan  to  be  vain  and  imposaMe, 
i.  100. 

Salcedo,  Diego  de,  arrives  at  Jamaica  witk 
succon  from  Ovando,  ii.  454. 

Salvador,  St.,  discovery  of,  i.  156;  awe  and 
surprise  of  the  natives  on  tint  beholding  tbo 
ships  of  Columbus,  i.  157 ;  description  of 
them.  i.  158;  gold  first  discovered  in  this 
island,  i.  160. 

Samana,  Gulf  of,  diwovered,  i.  S36. 

San  Rafael,  discovery  of.  i.  436. 

San  Sebastian,  settled  by  Ojeda,  iii.  80 ;  cos- 
duct  of  the  natives  at,  ib. ;  ambnseade  of 
the  lodiaaSf  ib ;  tigers,  panthers,  and  laifo 
venomons  serpents  founa  at,  ib. ;  arrival  <rf* 
Talavera  at,  iii.  83 ;  faction  in  the  colooy, 
iii.  87  ;  Pizarro,  first  lieutenant  of,  ib. 

Sanchez,  Juan,  takes  ohaiga  of  Olaibian,  ii 
355 ;  who  ew^pes,  ib. ;  killed  in  battle  br 
the  Adelantado,  iii.  417. 

Sande,  Don  Rny  de,  his  mission  to  tbo  Span- 
ish court,  i.  2^ 

Santa  MarU.  island  of,  disoov«»ed,  i.  407. 

SanU,  La  Isla,  discovery  of,  ii.  110. 

Santa  Cruz,  Island  of.  discovery  of,  i.  313. 

Santa  Gloria  (St.  Ann's  Bay),  diiooveted  by 
Coliimbus,  i.  399. 

Santa  Maria,  seat  of  govemmant  established 
at,  iii.  137 ;  faction  at,  ib. 

Santiago.  Soe  Jamaica ;  letter  of  Henekes, 
i.357.  ^ 

,^river  of,  discovered,  L  93L 

SaomeU,  discovery  of.  i.  168. 

Saona,  island  of,  discovered,  i.  435 ;  diffinanco 
of  longitude  between,  and  Cadiz,  ib. 

Scandinavians,  an  assay  relative  to  the  voy- 
ages of,  iu.  356. 

Scshedel.  remarks  on  an  interpolation  ia  bk 
chronicle,  iii.  354. 

Sea  wolves,  killed,  iii.  282. 

Seneca,  his  notice  of  electrical  lights  on  tho 
masts  of  ships,  i.  304. 

Serafin  Poiut.  i.  412. 

Sharks,  a  multitude  of,  seen  on  the  coast  of 
Veragoa,  ii.  341 ;  curions  method  of  taking 
them.  i.407  ;  superstition  concerning,  ii.  341. 

Ships,  observations  relative  to  the  size  of  those 
employed  by  (yolurobus,  iii.  344. 

transported  in  pieces  across  the  moaft- 

tains  at  the  Isthmus,  iii.  330. 

Slaves,  five  hundred  are  sent  to  Spain,  ii.  40 ; 
three  hundred  sent  by  Bartholomew  Colnm- 
bns,  ii.  139;  arrival  in  Spain,  ii.  61 ;  ^oeen 
Isabella  interests  herself  in  their  favor.  iL  62 ; 
orders  them  to  be  sent  back  to  Hayti,  ib. ; 
■egfoes  first  iatrodnoed  to  tbo  Now  WorU 
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ii.  989 ;  mvoh  of,  iii.  303 ;  Htspaniola  the  lint 
island  to  exhibit  an  awfnl  letribntion,  ib. ; 
regnlationi  in  respect  to,  iii.  304. 

Slaves,  one  hundred  captured  and  sent  to  His- 
paniola,  iii.  63. 

Solomon,  tlie  sold  nsed  in  the  temple  of,  ii.  73. 

Soria,  Juan  ds,  his  insolenoe  to  Columbus,  L 
S97. 

Susa,  sent  to  supersede  Pedrarias  Davila,  Hi. 
334  ;  dies  in  the  harbor,  iii.  236. 

Sotomayor,  Christoval  de,  arrives  from  Spain 
at  Porto  Rioo.  iii  366 ;  builds  a  fortress,  ib. ; 
Columbus  refuses  to  pot  him  in  possession, 
appoints  Cemn  and  Diaz  lieutenants,  ib. ; 
a  conspiracy  formed  against  him  by  the  na- 
tives, iii.  370 ;  revealed  to  him  by  an  Indian 
princess,  iii.  371  ;  he  refuses  to  believe  it,  is 
attacked  in  the  forest  and  killed,  iii.  373. 

,  village  of,  destroyed,  iii.  273. 

Soul,  ideas  of  the  Haytiens  in  r^peot  to  th«, 
i.  374 :  the  after  state  of,  believed  by  the 
natives  of  Cuba,  i.  425. 

Spain  and  Portugal,  diplomatic  negotiatioos 
between  the  courts  of,  with  respect  to  the 
new  discoveries,  i.  287. 

Spolomo,  Gio,  publishes  documents  relative  to 
Columbus,  ii  304. 

Sugar  cane  introduced  into  Hayti.  i.  380. 

Sun,  suf^posed  to  be  worshipped  by  the  In- 
dians, iii.  187. 

Superstition  of  St.  Elmo  lights,  1.  304. 

Swallow,  a,  encircles  the  ships  of  Colurobas, 
i.  304. 


Talavera,  Fernando  de,  prior  of  Prado  and 
confessor  to  oueen  Isabella,  i.  07 ;  esteems 
Columbus's  plan  impossible,  i.  100;  he  is 
desired  bv  the  king  to  assemble  men  of  science 
to  consider  the  matter,  ib. ;  reports  to  the 
king  that  the  council  had  pronounced  the 
plan  vain  and  impossible,  ib.  ;  takes  a 
mcHage  (torn  the  king,  ib. ;  disgusted  at  the 
high  terms  insisted  on  by  Columbus,  I  100. 

,  pirates  the  ship  of  a  Genoese,  iii.  85 ; 

character  of  his  crew,  ib. ;  arrives  at  San 
Sebastian  in  time  to  save  the  colony,  ib. ; 
rstnms  to  Hispaniola,  iii.  88 ;  puts  Ojeda  in 
irons,  iii.  89 ;  is  hanged  by  the  order  of  Don 
Diego  Columbus,  iii.  99. 

Taxmar,  cacique  of  Yucatan,  iii.  349 ;  hb 
treatment  of  the  Spaniards,  iii.  250-2 ;  ves- 
sels appear  off  the  coast,  ib. 

Tenerine,  fears  of  the  crew  at  beholding 
Mount,  i.  130. 

Territory,  question  of,  how  settled,  i.  290. 

Thomasj  St.,  fortress  of,  erected,  ii.  363 ;  see 
note,  lb. ;  conduct  of  the  colonists  there,  i. 
381 ;  attacks  of,  ii.  23. 

Tigers  and  panthers  at  San  Sebastian,  iii.  80. 

Tobacco,  first  seen  in  the  island  of  Cuba,  i.  184. 

Tobac o,  discovery  of,  ii.  123. 

Toledo,  archbishop  of.  his  character,  i.  81  ; 
gives  Columbus  an  attentive  hearing,  ib. ; 
and  procures  him  an  audience  of  the  king. 


Toledo,  Dofia  Maria  de,  Don  Diego  Colum- 
bus becomes  enamoured  of,  iii.  297 ;  their 
marriage,  ib.  ;  and  embarkation  for  Uispanio- 
la,  iii.  296  ;  is  left  as  vicequeen  at  St.  IK>min- 
|0  on  the  sailing  of  Don  Diego  for  Spain, 
iii.  301 ;  becomes  a  widow,  iii.  306. 

Torre,  Dona  Juana  de  la,  receives  a  letter 
from  Columbus  with  an  account  of  his 
treatment,  ii.  270. 

Torres.  Antonio  de,  dispatched  from  Hispani- 
ola, with  twelve  ships,  to  Spain,  i.  345 ;  ar- 
rives at  Cadiz,  ii.  59;  dismissed  from  of- 
fice, ii.  97. 

.  Lais  de,  sent  up  the  island  of  Cuba 

by  Columbus,  L  180 ;  an  account  of  his 
journey,  i.  183. 

Tortoikes,  sea  covered  with,  on  the  touthera 
coast  of  Cuba,  i.  417 ;  curioiu  method  of 
taking,  i.  407 ;  a  living  one  taken  out  of  the 
maw  of  a  shark,  ii.  341. 

Tortogas,  beautiful  island  of,  disoovorr  of,  i. 
301,  iii.  282. 

Toscanelli,  Paulo,  his  correspondence  with  Co- 
lumbus, i.  57 

Trade  of  tho  colonies  monopolised  by  tha 
crown  of  Spain,  ii.  287 ;  the  Spanish  sys- 
tem the  soon  off  modem  times,  iL  288. 

Trasierra.  Juan  de.  ii.  258. 

Triana,  Rodrtfo  de,  first  seea  the  land  of  the 
western  world,  i.  152 :  account  of,  i.  374, 

Tribute  imposed  upon  the  Haytiens,  il.  50. 

Trinidad,  island  of,  discovered,  ii.  106;  de- 
scription of  its  appearance,  ib.  ;  curious  ae- 
count  of  the  natives,  ii.  110.  . 

Trisun,  Diego,  ii.  357,  8,  9 ;  is  Klled,  ii.  300. 

Tubanamk  Cacique,  his  appeal  to  Nufies,  iii. 
1^ ;  refuses  to  disclose  where  the  mines  lie, 
iii.  190. 

Tndela,  Benjamin,  travels  of,  i.  61. 

Turoaco,  Cacique,  encounter  with  Nnfiei,  iii. 
180. 

Turk's  island,  observationa  relative  to,  iiL  366. 

U. 

Uraba,    gulf  of,  settlement   at  ooBunaaoed. 

iu.70. 
Ursula,  Santa,  island  of,  disooveied,  L  815. 

V. 
Valdivia,  fortunes  of,  iii.  347  ;  sent  to  Uia- 

paniola  for  provisions,  iii.  149. 
Valenzuela,  vessel  of.  founders  at  sea,  iii.  130. 
Valfermoso,  coast  of  discovered,  iii.  53.  • 
Vassals,  natives  of  Hi>panioki  reduced  to  tha 

condition  of.  ii.  3i:t. 
Ve^  Garcillaio  de  la,  his  tale  rdative  to  ft 

Eliot  having  died  in  the  honse  of  Colnmbos, 
i.350. 
,  river,  i.  360 ;  called  by  the  aativaa 

Yagni,  i.  357. 
,  Real,  the  royal  plain,  1.  361,  378 ;  m- 

ooont  of,  see  note  iL  16. 
Velasco,  Pedro  de,  his  voyage  to  IralaadfL 

16. 

,  Francisco,  iL  258. 

Velasquez,  Diego,  commands  the  s(ridkry  aft 

the  massacre  of  Xatagua,  ii.  433. 
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Venexoela,  f«>f  of,  ifitcorered,  iii.  81. 

Veracnm,  coMt  of,  discorery  of,  U.  310 ;  war^ 
Kke  spirit  of  thm  inhabitanU,  ib. ;  toil  ap- 
pnn  to  be  iinp«r«iated  with  cold,  ji.  'Ms  : 
GoMm  Curile,  iK.  399. 

Vera^M,  dake  of.  conienta  to  hare  the  re- 
naiiu  of  Oolamboi  removed  to  Cnba,  iii. 
893. 

.  the  heirship  to  Cohiinbw  ^leckled  la 

his  favor,  iii.  3^9 

Verde,  Cape  de,  discovery  of.  i.  39. 

Verjrara  fora|^  for  sappbes,  iii.  54  ;  a  caravel 
dispatched  in  search  of,  iii.  S5. 

Vespacci,  Amerigo,  first  notice  of  his  expedi- 
tion, ii.  3^;  employed  by  Colomhas  at 
conrt.  ii.  4<t9 ;  aooompanies  djeda,  iii.  23 ;  bis 
description  of  the  aborigines,  iii.  23 ;  his  ac- 
oonnt  of  the  inhabitants  of  Cnracoa,  iii.  38 ; 
an  account  of,  iii.  330  ;  a  sommary  view  of 
his  claim  to  the  title  of  a  discoverer,  iii.  33] ; 
the  voyage  whence  his  name  was  given  to 
the  American  continent,  iii.  334;  Colam- 
b«s*«  letter  to  his  son  relative  to  the  nnerit 
aftd  misiltrtones  of,  iii  335  ;  Peter  Martyr's 
character  of,  Iii.  344 ;  his  letter  to  Ren«, 
dnke  of  Lorraine,  iii.  337 ;  observatioas  re- 
lative to  the  points  in  controversy,  ib. ;  au- 
thor's conelasion,  that  the  voyage  asserted 
to  have  been  made  by  Amengo  Vespncd 
never  took  plaoe,  iii.  344. 

Vessel,  stern-post  of  a,  foand  ia  one  of  the 
houses  at  Gnadalonpe.  i.  .106. 

Vieica  La,  or  Old  Woman's  group,  diseoveredf 
iu.  283 ;  dbyl  of.  ib. 

Villains,  natives  of  Hispaniola  reduced  to  the 
condition  of,  ii.  31 3. 

Villego,  Alonso  de.  appointed  to  canr  Colum- 
bus to  S|iain,  ii.  366;  character  of,  ib. ;  his 
colloquy  with  Columbus  previous  to  their 
sailing,  ii.  367. 

Vines  introduced  into  Hayti,  i.  380. 

Vinland,  a  supposed  discovery,  iii.  350. 

Vipers,  rocks  of.  iii.  247. 

Virgin,  dances  of  the  Indians  in  honor  of,  iii. 
94  ;  anecdote,  of  Cueyhas.  iii.  95. 

Virgins,  the  eleven  thousand,  islands  of,  disoo- 
vered,  i.  315. 

Vows  made  by  Ojeda,  iii.  91. 

made  by  Enciso,  iii.  198. 

-  -  made  in  a  storm  by  Colnmbaa  tad  his 
crew,  i.  Ml ;  attempt  at  fnlfilaieat,  i.  947. 


W. 

Waterspout,  a  remarkable,  taea  oa  llie  ooail 

ofVeraguft.  U.  340. 
Was.  cake  of,  preseatad  to  the  soTerdjgm  by 

Columbus,  i.  191. 
Wheat  introduced  into  Harti,  i.  300. 
Wolves,  sea,  several  killed  oa  the  ooait  of 

Hispaniola  i.434. 
Womaa,  account  of  a  very  stroag,  of  Gnada- 

louiie,  ii.  77  ;  taken  to  Columbus's  ship,  ii. 

7H ;  falls  in  love  with  Caonabo,  and  iefi»ea 

to  return  on  shore,  ii.  79. 
Women,  origin  of,  aoourding  to  the  Haytiena, 

1.373. 
Writing,  fear  of  the  Indians  of  Cariari  at  Maing 

the  Spaniards  writ*.  iL  394. 

X. 

Xagua,  gulf  of,  i.  411  ;  coast  of,  once  popa- 

lous,  now  a  deeart,  iii  173. 
Xaragna.  domain  of,  an  aecouat  of,  tt.  17; 

desoriptioB  of  its  inhabitaais,  ib. ;  RoMaa 

takes  pomewioa  of,  ii.  189 ;  massacra  at,  fl. 

429. 
Xerif  al  Edrixi,  his  deseripUoa  of  the  Atlaatie, 

i.  3ft. 
Ximeaes,  cardiaal.  iii.  303 ;  prohibits  limnsw 

to  import  slavea  from  AfKca  to  the  eoloateo, 

iU.  419-90. 

Y. 

Taaique,  river  of,  i.  363. 
Yuoa,  groves  of,  fruit  ia,  iii.  964. 

Z. 

Zamaoo.  Caoique  of  Daiiea,  iii.  196 ;  laya  ia 

ambush,  attacks   the   iSpaaiaids,  lit  141 ; 

stratagem  of,  iii.  153;  waylays  the  Spaa- 

iards,  iii.  155 ;  plot  of  to  destroy  Dariea,  iii. 

156 ;  is  surprised  by  Nufies.  iit.  157. 
Zamudio,  advocates  NuSes  at  court,  iii.  194. 
Zemes,  inferior  deitiea  of  the  Haytiens,  i.  989. 
Zeno,  Nioolo,  an  account  of  his  claim  to  tho 

first  discovery  of  the  AaierioaB  ooatiaeat, 

ui.  317. 
Zenu,  mountains  and  rivers  of,  oontaia  gold. 

Hi.  131 ;  gold  taken  in  nets  at,  ib. 
Zipaaga  (Japan),  Marco  Polo's  acooaat  of, 

Zoaes,  the,  obMnratioBt  rdative  to,  iii.  400. 
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THB  LAST  TEN  TEARS   OF  AMERICAN   HISTORY. 

lo  oi 


Last   Leaves  of  American  History. 

WITH 

AN  HISTORICAL  ACCOUNT  OF  CALIFORNIA. 
Bj  EfifMA  WILLARD. 

Louis  Napoleon   Bonaparte, 

FIRST   PRBSIDiENT   OF   FRANCE. 

BIOGRAPHICAL    AND    PERSONAL    SKETCHES, 

niCLUDuro  ▲  tisit  to  thb  prince  at  thk  peisok  of  bam. 

By  HENRY  WIKOFF,  Eaq. 

Whli  a  Portnh.    ISmo.    Paper,  50  ots. ;  doth,  63  ots. 


The  First  of  the  Knickerbockers; 

A  TALE  OF  1673. 

By  P.  HAMILTON  MYERS. 

SaooAd  aditioa.    1  rol.  ISmo.    Paper,  90  cts. ;  oloCh,  79  ale. 


*  A  itory  of  BWfked  power  and  interest.*'— ir«#Aii|fta»  i 

*  A  nKMt  thiiiliBf  ta]e.*'— jf/teay  Spectator. 

*  DecidediT  tlie  deverett  and  inoct  cnooe«fnl  of  the  not  ▼« 


Decidedly  tlie  deverest  and  inoct  caooe«fiil  of  the  not  very  Bamerooi  attenple  to  work  mn  for 
■    ' '  "  ■  »oppIied  by  the  earlier  htotory  of  New-York."— JV*.  T. 


looMatie  fiotioa  the  lieh  itoie  of  material 


**  An  uneeable  itory,  wdl  oondaoted  and  well  told.'*—  frMkingUm  bUMigmtcttr, 
**  A  wdl-ooad'  oted  aad  livdy  tale." — Dtmoeratic  Rnitw, 

The    Young  P atroon; 
A    TALE    OF    NEW-YORK   IN    i690. 
By  P.  HAMILTON  MYERS,  Antbor  of  *«  The  Fiiflt  af  the  Kaiokarbookan.*' 
*'  It  b  one  of  thoM  vary  food  talai  aad  vary  waD  told,  wUoh  wa  aia  glad  to  iieet  « 


Pictures   and   Painters; 
ESSAYS  UPON   ART; 

THB  OLD  MASTERS  AND  MODERN  PAINTBR8. 

Cloth,  50  oents. 


Industrial  Exchanges  and  Social  Remedies. 
WITH  A  CONSIDERATION  OF  TAXATION. 


BY  D.  PARISH  BARHYDT. 
13mo.  cloth,  75  cts. 


"The  great  topiee of  politkal  aooBomy  are  treated  in  a  oompielieniiTe  aad  liberal  riew,  aO  the 
modem  deductions  of  that  sdeaoe  are  presented  ia  a  brief  space,  and  are  extended  and  applwd  to 
the  oironnittaaceB  of  oar  owa  coaditioa  and  esigeBciss.  The  chapters  oa  edncatioa,  uae  baak- 
tag,  the  coetof  protection,  aad  self-fOTeroiaent,  contaia  passages  which  we  shoald  gladly  laava 
axtraded,  beoaase  of  their  troth,  and  beoaose  they  strikingly  illnstrate  and  powerfally  aafbroe  doe- 
tiia«  that  have  for  yean  been  advocated  ia  the  oolamas  of  this  joaraal,  aad  which,  thonrli  ia 
gnat  part  praotioaUy  establisbed,  to  the  pronotioa  of  poblio  y  nifty,  are  Hill  tho  objeel  aC 
amalt  aad  panranioa."— JEwniol  •/  Ctwrnmrn, 
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TEE 

Works  Qt  Washington  Irving, 

Reyiaed  and  Enlarfed  by  the  Author, 

In  tkirUm  rfywf  ^wiwimt  99lumu, 

RMBtifBUy  prialtd  hi  mw  tjpe,  aad  ra  npMtor  ptpw,  made  aspiwdy  foi  tin  p«rpeM. 

The  fint  rolama  of  the  mH«  »— 

KNICKERBOCKER'S    HI8TORY   OF   NEW-YORK, 

With  Reviaioiis  and  copious  Additions. 

THE     8KETC  H-B  O  O  K, 

Completo  in  one  Tolnme, 
Wta  published  on  the  flnt  of  October; 

THE    LIFE    AND   VOYAQE8   OF    COLUMBU8, 

3  Tok ,  »  mo.,  oloth,  with  Maps,  8lc^  f4. 
toooeedinf  Toluniei  wiU  be  iiraed  on  the  iat  day  af  eadi  month,  aatil  eoMplaladt 


Kmiektrboeker'9  NeW'Tork,  in    ome 

volume. 
The  Sketch  Book,  m  one  volume. 
Talee  of  a  Draveler,  in  one  volume, 
Braeebridge  Hall,  in  one  volmne. 
The    Confueei   of  Grenada,  in  one 

volume. 
The  Alhmnhra,  in  one  volume. 
The  Spanish  Legende,  in  one  volume. 


The  Crayon  Moeettan^,  in  one  oei.— 

Abbotsfori,  Newetead,  The  Prmi- 

riee,  Ac. 
lAfe  andVoffagte  of  Columbme,  and 

The   Companione  of  Coluaiue.  3 

vole.    Mope,  ^. 
Adventuree  of   Captain   BonneviUe, 

one  vol. 
Aetoria,  one  volume. 


A«^>«>>i«Ni«>^«^«^WN«iV%i<V'S^Wi« 


THE    ILLUSTRATED   SKETCH-BOOK. 

Now  Ready, 

THE   SKETCH-BOOK. 

BY     WABHINOTONIRYING. 

One  Tolome  iqaaie  oetoTo. 

ONinf^  i>  thebeit  atyle  by  Cfaiiai.  Herriok,  &o     TtaiTeatioo  k  printed  an  piper  if  thefiiaii 
qnaljty,  limilar  in  daa  and  style  to  the  new  edition  of  "  Halleok's  Poems."         ^^  ^^ 

THE  ILLUSTRATED  KNICKERBOCKER, 

with  a  Series  of  Original  desigas,  bi  1  Tol.  evo.,  b  also  in  preparatkm. 

MR.    IRVINQ'8    NEW   WORKS 

Now  nearly  ready  for  the  press  :  inolading 

The  Life  of  Mohammed;   The  Life  of  Washington;   new 
volumes  of  Miscellanies,  Biographies,  &c. 

%•  Thte  bdnc  the  first  nniform  and  oompletie  edition  of  Mr.  Irvinf  »s  works,  either  in  tfeia 
•"*7  •^*?Jrr*P*'  ***•  publisher  oo&fidentJy  belieTes  that  the  nodertakiac  will  meet  with  n 
jmipt  and  ooidial  response.  To  say  tbii.  is  perhaps  saperflaoas  and  impertinent ;  for  it  is  a  tmiw, 

£j£i  iSSraifei'Tr  <»*»''««3^?'-«y)?*n  »»wellfill6d  withontthe works ofWashlsitS 
IfTtaf,  while  the-Bofl»hlanfnaie  Itself  oomprises  no  purer  modeU  of  composition. 
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PUTNAM'S  CHOICE  LIBRARY. 


Mbm  EiUktu  in  19»#.  mImmv,  nmti§  hound  in 

sqparatelf. 


grun  doth—mmg  ^   wkiek  em  H  k^ 


BOOK  OF  CHRISTMAS fO  80 

OARLTLE'S  CROMWELL,  Svob...  8  00 
FRENCH    REVOLUTION, 

STob. 2  00 

PAST,  PRB8KNT,  AND 

Chartbin,  in  1  ToIanM 100 

CRESCENT  AND  THE  CROSS.  By 

Warbarton 100 

CHAUCER  AND  SPENSER.  ByMn. 

Kirkland  and  C.  D.  Dediler 195 

EOTHBN 090 

FAIRFAX'S     TABSO*S    JERUSA- 

lemDeHvered 195 

FORD'S  SPANIARDS  AND  THEIR 

Countnr 100 

HEADLONG   HALL  aad  Nightnaie 

Abbey 0  50 

HUNT.'S   ITALIAN  POETS 1  95 

—  Imafination  and  Faney,  in  1  vol.  0  63 

PUTNAM'S   DISTRICT   SCHOOL  LIBRARY. 

Ftrwt  8ni§9.    OmfHHng  19  vtU.  neaUffhalfhmmdt  PHm  fS. 


HOWkTT'S,  MART,  BALLADS  ...f0  63 

HOOD'S  PROSE  AND  VERSE 1  00 

KEATS'  POETICAL  WORKS 1  00 

LIFE,  LETTERS,   AND  RB- 

maini 1  25 

LABfB'S  DRAMATIC  SPECIMENS  1  95 

ELIA 1  00 

MONTAGU'S  SELECTIONS 0  50 

TITMARSH'S     JOURNEY     FROM 

Corabill  to  Cairo 0  50 

TAYLOR'S  VIEWS  AFOOT,  with 

Portrait 1  95 

TSCHUDI'S  TRAVELS  IN  PERU  1  00 
UNDINE;    AND  SINTRAM   AND 

hii  Companions.    1  vol 0  50 

VICAR  OPWAKEFIBLD 0  50 

WALTON'S    LIVES   OF   DONNE, 

"    '     ,  Taylor,  Ito. 100 


FORD'S  SPANIARDS  AND  THEIR 

Oonntry.    9  toIs. 
VICAR  OP  WAKEFIELD.    1  vol. 
TSCHUDI'S  TRAVELS  IN  PERU.  9  volt. 
CHAUCER  AND  SPENSER  MODERN- 

iml.    2  vols. 


WARBURTON'S  CRESCENT  AND  THB 

CROSS.    9  vols. 
MONTAGU'S      SELECTIONS      PROM 

Taylor.    1  vol 
TAYLOR'S  VIEWS  A-FOOT.    9vob. 


POPULAR  WORKS  fX)R  PRESENTATION. 


EUgaiKUf  hmnd  iM  9Xtra 


CHAUCER  AND  SPENSER $175 

FAIRFAX'S     TASSO'8    JERUSA- 

lemDeliveml 175 

FOUaUE'S    UNDINE,   AND  SIN- 

QOLDSMrrH'S  VICAR*  OF  WAKfr. 

field,  with  plates 1  00 

HERVEY'S  BOOK  OF  CHRISTMAS  1  00 
HOWITT'S,      MARY,     BALLADS 

aadPoems 100 

HOOD'S  PROSE  AND  VERSE 1  60 

HUNT'S  ITALLAN  POETS 1  75 


eMh.giUtdfU, 

HUNT'S       IMAGINATION 
Faaoy.. 


AND 

$101 

IRVING.-KNICKBRBOCKER'S 

New-York 1  75 

IRVING— THE  SKETCH  BOOK....  1  75 

KEATS'  PUEBIS t  95 

KEATS' LIFE,  &o 151 

LAMB'S   DRAMA'nc  SPECIMENS  1  SO 

LAMB*SESSAYSOFELIA 1  6t 

THE  SYBIL ;  or.  New  Oraoles  from  the 
Poets.  ByMn.Gibnan.  AaelegaPt 
and  attractive  book 1  W 


BEAUTIFULLY  lUUSTRATED  JUVENILES. 


FACTS   AND  FANCIES.     By  Miss 

Sedgwick.    16aio.  with  onts,  cloth  SOels. 

GLIMPSES  OF  THE  WONDERFUL. 

An  entertaining  account  of  Cariosities  of 
Natnre  and  Art.  First,  Second,  and 
Thiid  Series,  with  nomerons  fine  II- 
Instiations  engraved  in  London. 
Sqaare  16mo  cloth,  each 75cts. 

HOME  TREASURY.  THE ;  Compris- 
ing new  versions  of  CindeieUa, 
Beavty  aad  the  Boast,  Gronable  and 


Cheery,  The  B^'t  Vardfot,  The 
Sleeping  Beanty.  Revised  and  Dlat 
tinted.    SniaD4to 50flli. 

MORALS  OF  MANNERS ;  Or,  Hints 
for  onr  Yonng  People.  By  Wm 
Sedgwick.    16mo 95«Ib< 

YOUNG  NATURALIST'S  RAM 
bles  through  many  Lands,  with  an 
Acorunt  of  the  Pilnoipal  Animals 
and  Bir^  of  the  Oli  and  N«w  Con- 
tinents.   Cloth 50flii 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CHOICE  ILLUSTRATED  BOOKS. 


I. 

The  IIlDStnted  Sketeh-BooL 
The  Sketch-Book.    By  Washington  Irving. 

niwtratod  witb  a  miIm  of  higfaly-fiBbhed  E^cravingB  on  Wood.  fVom  PnrigM  by  Daelst  aud 

othen,  Eafraved  is  the  best  itjie  by  Childi,  Hcrrick,  &c. 

One  Tolvme,  iqaaie  ootavo,  doth  extra,  |3  50;  doth  fflt,  #4  00;  moroooo  extra,  $6  00. 

**  We  oomftM  that  we  know  of  none  in  thb  oonntrr  to  oompetent  to  the  task  of  illmtratinff  thia 

woik  ai  the  yonng  artist  selected  for  the  purpose,  Felfx  Darley,  some  of  whose  designs  we  haw 

had  the  pleasore  of  sednf .    They  are  fall  of  the  qoiet,  Crayonish  hnmor  peeobar  to  the  anthor, 

and  drawn  with  the  same  elegant  finish  and  freedom  from  blemish  which  dtatiagnish  all  his  works. 

Uatil  we  saw  these  designs  we  were  inoiednlons  as  to  the  ability  of  any  of  oar  natire  artists  ta 

properiy  iOnitrato  the  hoatocons  passages  in  Irriag's  writings.' '— jevmsn^  JHrrwr. 


n. 
Book  of  Dainty  Derieeg. 

m  ONE  ELlSAlfT  SMALL  FOUO  TOLUMB. 

Lays  of   the    Western    World. 

OnimUB  .■— *'  Love's  Reqniem,"  by  Charles  Fenno  Hoflfaian ;  **  The  Mother  of  Moses,"  by 
Mis.  Osgood ;  "  The  Land  of  Dreams."  by  W.  C.  Bryant ;  **  Lees  in  the  Cap  af  Ufa,"  by  Mrs. 
a  G.  Howa :  "  The  Night  Cometh,"  by  Mrs.  Embury :  "  The  Tournament  at  Aere,"  by  H.  W. 
Herbert;  "  Green  wood7' by  Mi«  Pindar ;  '*  Worship,"  by  Miss  Bayaid ;  *' The  Quid**  HiiBion,*' 
by  Mn.  Embury. 

8aal  foUo,  fllnmiaated  in  the  most  superb  manner  by  Mapkson,  with  Bordan  and  Vinettee— 
pifntad  in  Gold,  Silver,  and  Colon— bound  in  Morocco,  in  a  massive  etyle— forming  the  most 
d^giil  and  nokanM  book  of  the  kind  aver  produced  in  thb  oonntry. 

m. 
Pearls  of  American  Poetry. 

0aooad  editioa,  superbly  Ulnmiuated  in  the  manner  of  the  Aaoteat  Missab. 

By  T.  W.  GWILT  MAPLESON,  Eaq. 

Pllrtid  la  GoU  and  Colon  on  Bristol  Board.    Elegantly  and  strongly  bound  In  fiiU  Moiooea,  As 

tiquo  Style.    One  vdume,  quarto,  f  13  00. 

TV. 

Oriental  Life  Illustrated: 

Bdng  a  aew  EdiUou  of  '*  EOthen," 
<«,  TRACES  OF  TRAVEL  BROUGHT  HOBfB  (FROM  THE  BAST 

niortntad  with  fine  Stad  Engravings.  ISmo.  doth,  extra  glh,  fl  90 
V. 

Illustrated  Grecian  and  Roman  Mythology. 

By  M.  A.  DWIOBT. 
With  Prefaoe  by  Prof.  Tatlkr  Lawis,  of  the  University  of  New- York. 

gavaataaa  Dluirtrations,  1  vd.  8vo.  doth  extra,  half  Morocco,  top  edge  gilt,  $3  75 ;  dolli  ^ 
edges,  93  50;  plain,  «S. 
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VI. 

The    Salamander : 

A    LEGEND    FOR    CHRISTMAS. 

By  Mn.  E.  OAKB8  BMSTB, 

niMtmted  by  Uvbj.    SmaD  oeteTo,  oloth  glk  adgM,  akguitly  priatod. 

▼n. 
The   Child  of  the  Sea,  and  other  Poems 

By  Mn.  8«  ANNA  LEWIS. 
Ob0  Toliiina,  ISmo.  doth,  aad  olotb  gfh. 

Tm. 
Poems. 

By  ANNE  CHARLOTTE  LYNCH. 

BhMtnUd  byDorand,  HontiDgtoD,  Darley,  l>aci«B,  KoUMraMi,  Ifce.,  Ite. 

Om  toL  8f«.    Ekgaatiy  printad  m  raperfin*  paper,  aBiform  with  Um  Dhutratad  EdMaaa  of 

WiDb,  Bryaat,  LonffeDow,  9tc 

IX. 

Sketches  of  Life  and  Landscape. 

By  Ear.  RALPH  HOTT. 
Kaw  Edftfea,  aalaifad.    1  toL  8to.   JUaitratad  with  naivaiODi  Wood  Eagrsftaf^  ilnaaHy 


The  Sybil: 
OR,  NEW  ORACLES  FROM  THE  POETS. 

A    FAVOirUL    DIYBR8I0F    FOR    THB    DK  AWIFtt-EOOK . 

By  Mn.  C  GILMAH. 

Om  TolaaM,  Iteo.  eloth  gOt,  fl  50. 

S. 

Phantasia,  and  other  Poems. 

By  M n.  JAMES  HALL, 
nhwtertad  with  t^gaat  Start  Bagiavfaifc    IvoL  lSm>.aIolh,aadolothglk«Ktra. 

xn. 
Poems  and  Ballads . 

IHOLVDiirO     TBI     OALIFORiriA    BALLAD!. 
By  BAYARD  TAYLOR. 
With  Portiaft  by  T.   B.  Rbas.         1  toL  ISbm.  alotfa,  aad  ololh  A 
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Anglo-Saxon  Course  of  Study. 

A  COMPENDIOUS  ANGLO-SAXON  AND  ENGLISH  DICTIONARY. 
By  the  Rev.  Joseph  Boeworth»  D.D.,  F.R,S ,  dtc.,  Slc.  1  vol.  8yo. 
cloth,  $3. 

A  GRAMMAR  OF  THE  ANGLO-SAXON  LANGUAGE.  By  Louis 
F.  Klipetein,  M.A.,  LL.M.  and  Ph.  D.,  of  the  Univenity  of  Gieasen. 
1^0.  cloth,  91  25. 

THA  HALGAN  GODSPEL  ON  ENGLISC  — The  Anglo  Saxon  Version 
of  the  Holy  Gospels,  Edited  by  Beqjamin  Thorpe,  F.S.A.  Reprinted 
by  the  same,  12mo.  cloth,  $1  35, 

ANALECTA  ANGLO-SAXONICA,  with  an  Introductory  Ethnographical 
Essay,  Copious  Notes,  Critical  and  Explanatory,  and  a  Glossary,  in  which 
are  shown  the  Indo-Germanic  and  other  Affinities  of  the  Language.  By 
Louis  F.  Klipstein,  M.A.,  LL.M.,  and  Ph.  D.,  of  the  Universiiy  of 
Giessen.2  YOLi.  12  mo. 

NAT  ALE  SANCTI  GREGORH  PAP^.— ^Ifric's  Homily  on  the  Birth- 
day of  St.  Gregory,  and  Collateral  Extracts  from  King  Alfred's  Version  of 
Beit's  Ek»:le8lastical  History  and  the  Saxon  Chronicle,  with  a  foil  Ren- 
dering into  English,  Notes  Critical  and  Ebtplanatory,  and  an  Index  of 
Words.  By  Louis  F.  Klipstein,  M.A.,  LL.M,  and  Ph.  D.,  of  the  UniTcr* 
sity  of  Giessen.     (In  preparation.) 

EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  ANGLO-SAXON  GOSPELS.— A  PorUon  of 
the  Anglo-Saxon  Paraphrase  of  the  Book  of  Psalms,  and  other  Selections 
of  a  Sacred  Order,  in  the  same  Language,  with  a  Translation  into  English, 
and  Notes  Critical  and  Explanatory.  By  Louis  F.  Klipstein,  M.A., 
LL.M.  and  Ph  D ,  of  the  University  of  Giessen.     (In  preparation.) 

Architecture.     Hints  on  Public  Architecture, 

Issued  under  the  Direction  of  the  "  Smithsonian  Institution."  By  R.D.  Owen, 

Esq,   Quarto,  with  1 10  Illnstrations. 

This    work    oontains    nnmernns  and  ralaatfo  illitttrattoni,  bclading  tiro  penfMcUve  views  of 

the  bnildings  or  the  Smithtoniao  Inititntion      The  AppMidix  will  contain  the  rwwia  of  a  ntteutk 

ander  the  aiU|iice5  of  the  Institution,  to  test  the  piopertiosof  the  moat  important  boildiog  mateiisk 

thionghout  the  United  SUtes. 

Book  of  Dainty  Devices. 

Lays  of  the  Western  World ;  Comprising  Original  Articles  by  distinguished 
writers,  and  superbly  illuminated  by  T.  W.  Gwilt  Mapleson,  Esq. 
Elegant  small  folio,  bound  in  an.  onique  manner  in  morocco  extra.     9 19. 

*«*  This  superb  volume  k  the  most  perftot  specimen  of  Dlomination  aad  of  Bindinf  ever  pi** 
daood  in  this  eonntry.  It  contains  orif iaal  Contributions  by  Brfast,  Berbert,  Mrs.  Otfood,  Ma. 
Bmbnrj.  Mrs.  S.  G.  Howe,  Miss  Pindar,  Miss  Bayard,  &c 

Calvert. — Scenes  and  Thoughts  in  Europe* 

By  an  American.     1  vol.  12mo.  green  cloth,  50  cents 

**  Ha  descriptions  of  scenery,  hb  remarks  on  art,  his  accounts  of  the  diflbieat 
whom  i>e  sujourned,  are  all  good  " — Cincinnati  OatetU. 

CdLvlyle. — ^The  French  Revolution  : 

A  HiMory.    By  Thomas  Carlyle.    2  vols.  l2mo.  green  cloth,  $3. 
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Carlyle. — Letters  and  Speeches  of  Oliver  Cromwell. 

By  Thomas  Carlyle.    2  vols.  12ino.  green  cloth,  ^2. 

Carl}le. — Past  and  Present :    Chartism. 

By  Thomas  Carlyle.     1  vol.  12mo.  green  cloth,  %1. 

Chaucer, 

Selections  from  the  Poetical  Works  of  Geoffrey  Chaucer.     By  Charles  IX 
Deshler,     1  vol.  12mo.  green  cloth,  63  cents. 

Chaucer  and  Spenser. 

Selections  from  the  Poetical  Works  of  Geoffrey  Chancer.    By  Charles  D. 

Deshler.     Spenser,  and  the  Faery  Queen.    By  Mrs.  C.  M.  Kirkland. 

1  vol.  12mo.  cloth,  9 1  25. 
The  same,  extra  gilt,  (1  50. 

Clarke,  Mrs.  Cowden. — Concordance  to  Shakspeare. 

A  complete  Verbal  Index  to  all  the  passages  in  the  Dramatic  Works  of  the 
Poet.     1  large  vol.  8vo.  cloth,  $6. 
"  A  niott  rarpritinf  monnment  of  the  compiler's  Inbor  and  enlhoMasm  ....  iaoompftrably  tkm 
iDMt  valaable  elTort  of  the  kiad  that  has  ever  been  givea  to  the  world."— Lonitni  Examner. 

Clarke,  Mrs. — Shakspeare  Proverbs ; 

Or,  The  Wise  Saws  of  Our  Wisest  Poet,  Collected  into  a  Modem  Instanee. 
Square  16mo.  with  Woodcuts,  one  neat  yoL  cloth,  75  cents. 


Coe's  Drawing  Cards. 


STUDIES  IN  DRAWING,  in  a  Progressive  Series  of  L<»sons  on  Cards ; 
beginning  with  the  most  Elementary  Studies,  and  adapted  for  use  at 
Home  and  Schools  By  Benjamin  H.  Coe,  Teacher  of  Drawing.  In 
Ten  Series — marked  1  to  10— each  containing  about  eighteen  Studies. 
25  cents  each. 

The  desifn  is : 

I.  To  amke  the  exerobei  in  drawing  highly  iatereitiiig  to  the  popfl. 

II.  To  make  drawiogi  w  simple,  and  so  gmdnaUy  progressive,  as  to  enable  any  taaober,  whether 

aoqaainted  with  drawing  or  not,  to  instmct  his  popils  to  advantage. 

III.  To  take  the  place  of  one-half  of  tlte  writing  lessons,  with  confidence  that  the  learner  will 

acquire  a  knowledge  of  writing  in  less  time  than  is  nsoally  reqaired. 

IV.  To  give  the  pnpils  a  b  Id.  rapid,  and  artist-like  style  of  drawing. 

They  are  executed  with  taste  and  skill,  and  iorm,  in  onr  judgment,  one  of  the  best  seriei  of 
lessons  tn  drawin;;  which  we  have  nmst  with.  The  author  ^Oitly  remarks  that  "  the  whole  is  so 
simplified  as  to  enable  any  teacher,  without  previous  study,  to  instruct  bis  pupils  with  advaatago." 

Coleridge. — Biographia  Literaria ; 

Or,  Biographical  Sketches  of  my  Literary  Life  and  Opinions.    By  Samuel 

Taylor    Coleridge.      From    the  2d  London   Edition,  Edited   by  H.  N. 

Coleridge.     2  vols.  12mo.  green  clothe  $2. 

"  His  mind  contaiiu  an  astonisliing  map  of  all  surts  of  knowk«dge,  while  in  hb  powef  aai 

■Miiinw  'xf  patting  it  to  we,  ho  displays  more  of  what  wo  mean  by  the  tens  geniaa  than  any  mortal 

I  «rer  saw,  or  over  ezpectad  lo  «ee  "— JM»  Foster. 
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Cole. — Life,  Letters,  &c. 

The  Life,  Letters,  and  Literary  Remaim  of  Thomaa  Cole.    By  Rer.  Loua 

L.  Noble.    2  vols.  8to.     (In  preparation.) 

Croton  Aqueduct. 

History,  Dncnption  and  Ulostration  of  the  Croton  Aqnednct.  By  T.  B. 
Tower.     Twenty-five  E!ngravings.     1  toI.  royal  4to.  ^  50. 

Dana. — A  System  of  Mineralogy. 

Comprising  the  roost  Recent  Discoveries.    With  nnmeroos  woodcuts,  and  four 
copperplates,  2d  edition,  8to.  cloth,  $3  50. 

*'  This  work  does  freat  honor  to  America,  and  should  mak*  lu  Uadi  fm  Um  acglook  ia  Eaglaad 
of  at  importeat  ud  iatereBting  sdenoe— />«iio»  Atktnmwa, 

Downing. — Country  Houses ; 

Or,  New  Designs  for  Rnral  Cottages,  Farm  Houses,  and  Villas,  with 
Interiors  and  Furniture.     Numerous  Illustrations.     (In  Press  ) 

Downing, — Fruits  and  Fruit  Trees  of  America  ; 

Or  the  Culture,  Propagation,  and  Management,  in  the  Garden  and  Orchard, 
of  Fruit  Trees  Generally ;  with  Descriptions  of  the  finest  varieties  of  Fruits, 
native  and  foreign,  cultivated  in  this  country.  l2mo.,  9th  edition,  revised, 
cloth,  91  50. 

The  same,  8vo.,  cloth,  $2  50. 

The  same,  illustrated  hy  eighty  superb  plates,  drawn  and  colored  in 

the  finest  style,  by  Paris  Artists,  royal  8vo.,  half  morooco,  top  edge  gilt, 
$15. — New  edition  in  preparation. 

Downing. — Landscape  Gardening. 

The  Theory  and  Practice  of  Landscape  Gardening,  adapted  to  North 
America;  with  a  view  to  the  Improvement  of  Country  Residences: 
comprising  Historical  Notices  and  General  Principles  of  the  Art, 
Directions  for  laying  out  Grounds  and  arranging  Plantations,  the  descrip- 
tion and  cultivation  of  Hardy  Trees,  decorative  accompaniments  to  the 
House  and  Grounds,  the  formation  of  pieces  of  Artificial  Water,  Flower 
Gardens,  &«.  Illustrated  with  numerous  Plates.  Fourth  edition,  con- 
siderably enlarged  and  improved.  In  1  vol.,  Svo.,  cloth,  ^  50. 

Dwighr. — Grecian  and  Roman  Mythology. 

With  17  original  illustrations.     Adapted  to  the  use  of  Universities  and  High 
Schools,  and  for  popular  reading.     By  M.  A.  Dwigfat.     With  an  intro- 
duction by  Tayler  Lewis,  Profespor  of  Greek  in  the  University  of  New- 
York.     12mo.  half  bound,  91  50. 
Also  a  fine  edition  in  octavo,  with  illustrations,  cloth,  $3. ;  cloth  gilt,  $3  50  ; 
half  morocco,  top  edge  gilt,  (3  75. 


attractive  and  readable  table  book  for  general 

tbe  Univereity  of  Niiw-York  and  other  oulleges  an  1  tchooto. 

*'  A*  a  bouk  of  reference  for  tbe  genenU  reader  we  know  not  its  equal.  The  information  it 
ooatains  u  almoet  as  neceasarj  to  the  active  reader  of  modem  literature,  ai  foi  the  piofetJ 
•diolar." — Hom$  Jowrmal. 

Uis  a  new,  important,  and  most  valnabla  text  book,  and  deetined,  no  donbt  l«  bava  a  plaot  la 
araiy  ooUcga  aad  high  sohool  in  the  land. 
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£venings  with  the  Old  Story  Tellers. 

One  volume  12mo.  green  cloth,  50  cents. 

"  A  qniet  hamor,  a  qaainta««  and  taneac«  of  style  will  itroBfly  raoomoitBd  thm.**^Eiigiitk 
Ckunkman. 

Fable  for  Critics : 

A  NEW  SATIRICAL  POEM ;  Or,  A  Glance  at  a  Few  of  Our  Literary 
Progenies.  By  a  Wonderful  Quiz.  1  vol.  12mo.  boards,  50  cents; 
cloth,  63  cents. 

*«*  Tbe  "  Fable  *'  is  fall  of  genial  hamor.  aad  aboands  in  most  felioitoai  ntirt  at  onrmea  mad 
women  of  letten,  tome  of  whom  are  tketohed  with  inimitable  skill  and  tmtbfnlness. 

Fairfax's  Tasso. 

GODFREY  OF  BULLOIGNE ;  or,  the  Recorery  of  Jeniaalem :  done  into 
English  Heroical  Verse,  from  the  Italian  of  Taaso,  by  Edward  Fairfiuc. 
Introductory  Essay,  by  Leigh  Hant,  and  the  Lives  of  Tasso  and  Fairfiuc, 
by  Charles  Knight.     1  vol.  12mo.  green  cloth,  $1  25. 

The  same,  extra  gilt,  (1  75. 

Ford. — Spaniards  and  their  Country. 

Gatherings  from  Spain,  by  Richard  Ford,  Esq.     1  vol.  12mo.  green  doth^ 
«1. 
**  The  best  Enflisb  book,  beyond  comparison,  that  •m  has  appnarad  lor  the  Ulnitration,  Mt 
meniy  of  the  f^enerai  topography  and  looal  cnriositiei,  bat  of  tha  national  eharaoier  and  mannaw 
of  Spain."— Qiiar(«r/y  Review. 

First  of  the  Knickerbockers : 

A  Romance  of  the  Early  History  of  New- York.  Dedicated,  by  permission, 
to  Washington  Irving,  Elsq.  1  vol.  l2mo.  paper,  50  cents;  green 
cloth,  63  cents. 


Fouque. — Undine  and  Sin  tram. 


Undine,  a  Tale;   and  Smtram  and  his  Companions,  a  Tale.     From  tht 
German  of  La  Motte  Fouqu^.     I  vol.  l3mo.  green  cloth,  50  cents. 

Oilman,  Mrs.— The  Sybil ; 

Or,  New  Oracles  from  the  Poets ;   a  Fancifiil  Diversion  for  the  Drawing 

Room.     1  vol.  12mo.  cloth,  extra  gilt,  (1  50. 

"  A  sweet  book  of  short  and  most  pleasant  qnoUtionc  fVom  tbe  poets.  illnstratiTO  ofchameleff 

tastes,  loveR,  &o.,  fotmed  into  a  drawinf -room  fame,  with  questions  and  answers.    It  is  beantilUly 

desifned.  beantifnily  exeonted,  and  beantifolly  robed   for  the  gii^-dispeasinf  Christmas  and  Naw 

Fear  pnV&o." ^Ewuigeliet. 

Goldsmith  —The  Vicar  of  Wakefield. 

By  Oliver  Goldsmith.     1  vol.  iShno.  neatly  printed,  doth,  50  cents. 
The    same,   illostrated  with    designs  by  Mnlready,  elegantly  boond,  gilt 
edges,  (I. 

Gray. — Genera  Florae  Boreali-Orientalis  Illustrata. 

The  Genera  of  the  Plants  of  the  United  States:  illustrated  by  Figures  and 
Analyses  from  Nature.    By  Isaac  Spragne.   Saperintended,  with  deterip* 
tions,  dtc.,  by  Prof  A.  Gray.    Vol.  I,  i&tes.  l^lOO,  Bwo.,  eloth,  f  6 . 
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Gray,  Prof.  A.— The  Botanical  Text-Book ; 

For  Colleges,  Schools,  and  Private  Stadents. 

Part   I. — An  Introdaction  to  Strnctoral  and  Physiological  Botany. 
Part  II. — The  Principles  of  Systematic  Botany  ;  with  an  Account  of  the 
Chief  Natural  Families  of  the  Vegetable  Kingdom,  &^ ,  Sic.    Second 
Edition.     niuBtrated    with   more  &nn    1000  engravings.     12mo.  cloth, 
91  75. 
**  Ramarkftble  for  its  correctness  and  penpicoitj.'* — SiUiwun*s  Jottmal. 

Green,  Dn  H. — Bronchitis. 

A  Treatise  on  Diseases  of  the  Air  Passages  ;  comprising  an  Inquiry  into  the 
History,  Pathology,  Causes  and  Treatment  of  Bronchitis,  Chronic  Laxyn- 
gitis,  Clergyman's  Sore  Throat,  and  other  Affections  of  the  Throat,  with 
colored  Plates.     In  1  vol.  8vo.  cloth,  $2  50. 

**  It  b  so  ram  ia  this  advanced  state  of  the  ioteaoe  to  oome  npon  a  new  tbeorr  dearly  daaoa 
■trable  by  aotoal  experiment,  that  we  bail  this  book  wilb  pleasore."— JVV»-reri  JVtrrwr 

Head. — Bubbles  from  the  Brunnen. 

By  Sir  Francis  Head.     l*2mo.  green  doth. 

*'  At  onoa  as  instmoUve  and  amnsinf  book.  It  oontaini  a  great  deal  of  teformation.— Z<MiiM» 
Ttwua. 

Hervey. — The  Book  of  Christmas  : 

Descriptive  of  the  Customs,  Ceremonies,  Traditions,  Superstitions,  Fan, 
Feeling,  and  Festivities  of  the  Christmas  Season.  By  Thos.  K.  Hervey, 
l2mo.  green  cloth,  63  cents. 

The  same,  gilt  extra,  ^  1 . 

**  Every  kaf  of  thk  book  afibrds  a  feast  worthy  of  the  MaM»a.— l>r.  Hawks*  Chunk  Rtetrd, 

Hood. — Prose  and  Verse. 

By  Thomas  Hood.     l2mo.  green  cloth,  $!• 
The  same,  gilt  extra,  $1  25. 

**  A  very  jadicioas  selection,  desined  to  embrace  Hood's  more  earnest  wrHlafs.  tbow  whidi 
WIM  written  from  the  heart,  which  refliBot  most  faithfully  his  life  and  opinions.  * ' —  BreoiiMqr  Jammmt. 

Howitt. — Ballads  and  other  Poems. 

By  Mary  Howitt.     1  vol.  l2mo.  green  cloth,  63  cents. 

The  same,  with  fine  portrait,  gilt  extra,  $1 

"Her  poems  are  always  graceful  and  beantifyil.— Jfr«.  5  C.  Hall. 

"  We  cannot  commend  too  highly  the  present  jinbliojition,  and  only  hope  that  the  reading  pablio 
wQl  relkh  *  Mary  Howitt's  Ballads  and  other  Poems/  now  for  the  first  time  pat  forth  ia  a  ooUeeted 
§um.**— Albion. 

Hoyt. — Sketches  of  Life  and  Landscape. 

By  Rev.  Ralph  Hoyt.  New  edition,  enlarged.  I  vol.  8vo.  illustreted  with 
numerous  wood  engravings.    75  cents,  cloth,  gilt  extra,  $1  35. 

Hunt. — Imagination  and  Fancy. 

By  Leigh  Hunt.     1  vol.  I2mo.  green  cloth,  62  cents. 
— The  same,  gilt  extra,  (1. 

Hunt. — Stories  from  the  Italian  Poets.     01  25. 
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Keats. — Poetical  Works. 

The  Poetical  Works  of  John  Keats.     1  vol  12roo.  cloth,  |^1. 
The  same,  gilt  extra,  |^1  25. 

**  They  are  floabed  all  orer  with  the  rich  lights  of  fanor  ;  and  so  colored  and  bestrewn  with  tho 
flowers  of  poetry,  that,  even  while  per|>lexed  and  bewilMred  in  their  labyrinths,  it  is  impossible  to 
resist  tha#it<>zication  of  their  sweetness,  or  to  shut  onr  hearts  to  the  enchant<nent  they  so  larishly 
preMAt. — Francis  Otoffrejf. 

Keats. — Life,  Letters,  &c. 

The  Life,  Lettera,  and  Literary  Remaine  of  John  Keats.     Edited  by  Richard 

Moncton  M lines.     Portrait  and  fac-simile.     1  vol.  lihno.  cloth,  1  25. 
The  same,  gilt  extra,  $1  50. 

Kingiake. — Eothen ; 

Or,  Traces  of  Travel  brought  Home  from  the  E^ast.  12mo.  green  doth, 
50  cents. 

"  Edthen  b  a  b  ok  with  which  erery  body,  fond  of  elegant  pnae  and  noy  daseription,  should  bo 
weO  acquainted."— {7.  5.  OatetU. 

Klipstein. — Study  of  Modern  Languages. 

Part  First;  French,  Italian,  Spanish,  Portagaese,  German,  and  Engliih. 
By  L.  F.  Klipstein,  M.A.,  LL.M.  and  Ph.  D.  One  volume.  Imperial 
8vo.    Cloth,  $1 ;  paper.  75  cents. 

"  This,  Tolnme,  fnmishing  speoimeBS  of  the  seTeral  lanfoages  named  in  the  title,  possesses  at  tbo 
saoM  time  all  the  adrantagesof  literal  translations.  The  elementary  phrases,  conversations,  cards, 
letters,  proverbs,  and  idioms,  will  be  foand  usefol,  and  the  notes  appended  are  oahmlated  to  remove 
difficnlties  to  the  way  of  the  learner.  We  trust  the  work  will  receive  an  adequate  patronan,  as  in 
that  case  the  author  promises  to  extend  its  soope,  so  as  to  render  it  a  oomplete  text  book  of  Um  most 
important  languages  of  Europe.— lfi(»t'«  MercMaiWa  Jf<vaniM. 

Lamb. — Essays  of  Elia. 

By  Charles  Lamb.     1  vol.  12mo.  cloth,  |^1. 
The  same,  gilt  extra,  $1  25. 


"  Bhaksneam  himself  mi^t  have  read  them,  and  Hamlet  havo  qaoCed  tfrnn ;  for  truly  was  o« 
•KOoUent  Riend  of  the  genmne  line  of  Yorick.*' — Leyfh  HtatVa  London  Cewri  Joamal, 

Lamb. — Specimens  of  the  English  Dramatic  Poets. 

By  Charles  Lamb.     1  vol.  12mo.  green  cloth.  |^l  13. 

The  same,  gilt  extra,  $1  50. 

"  Nowhere  are  the  res  >uroes  of  the  English  tongue,  in  power,  in  iwootaem,  tonor,  paAos,  is 
daKhption  and  diaioinie,  so  well  dis|4«yed." — Broadway  JnamtU, 

Lynch. — Poems,  &c. 

By  Anna  C.  Lynch.     1  vol.    Elegantly  illustrated  from  designs  by  Dnrand^ 
Hantingdon,  Darley,  Rossiter,  Brown,  Dagan,  &c. 

Lewis. — The  Child  of  the  Sea  and  other  Poems. 

By  Mra.  S.  Anna  Lewis,  Author  of  "  Records  of  the  Heart,"  dtc.     ISmo. 
cloth,  75  cents ;  cloth  gilt,  $1  13. 

Id 


Digitized  by 


Google 


G,  P.  Putnam^  155  Broadway, 


Montagu's  Selections. 


Selections  from  the  Works  of  Taylor,  Latimer,  Hall,  Milton,  Barrow,  Lowth« 
Brown,  Fuller,  and  Bacon.  By  Basil  Montagu.  1  vol.  13mo.  greea 
cloth,  50  cents  ;  cloth,  gilt,  $1. 

**  Thu  rdDine  contains  choice  «ztmcto  from  aome  of  the  noblait  of  the  old  En^kh  writefs,"— Ote- 
cinnati  AUaa. 

Oriental  Life  Illustrated. 

Being  a  New  Edition  of  Edthen,  or  Traces  of  Travel  in  the  Cast.  With 
fine  Illustrations  on  Steel.     12n)o.  elegantly  bound,  extra  cloth  gilt,  $1  50. 

'*  ft  will  be  found  to  be  a  rare  ecm  in  its  way.  and  one  of  tbe  most  saitablo  works  for  •  hoGday 
fift-book  ever  published  in  New- York." — Exfrett. 

Patrick,  Lowth,  Arnold,  and  Whitby. 

Commentary  on  the  Bible,  by  Bishops  Patrick,  Lowth,  Arnold,  Whitby,  and 
Lowman.    4  vols,  imperial  8vo.  cloth,  915. 

Parkman. — The  Oregon  Trail. 

By  Francis  Parkman,  Jnn.     (In  press.) 

Peacock. — Headlong  Hall  and  Nightmare  Abbey. 

1  vol.  l2mo.  green  cloth,  50  cents. 

Poe. — Eureka,  a  Prose  Poem  ; 

Or,  the  Physical  and  Metaphysical  Universe.  By  Edgar  A.  Poe,  Esq. 
Handsomely  Printed.     l2mo.  cloth,  75  cents. 

"  We  shall  be  freatly  surprised  if  this  work  do  not  create  a  most  profound  sensation  amon^  the 
literary  and  scieniific  classes  all  over  the  Union,  displaying  as  it  does  a  reasoninc  power  aad 
frasp  of  thoujrht  which  cannot  possibly  fail  to  ezdte  the  *  special  wondor '  of  even  too  most  onro- 
bss  reader."— £xpre«#. 

Poole. — Index  to  Subjects. 

An  Alphabetical  Index  to  Subjects  treated  in  the  Reviews,  and  other  Periodi- 
cals, to  which  no  Indexes  have  been  published.    8vo.  (1  in  paper,  or 
$1  25  half  boond. 
%*  This  volume  oomorises  an  Index  to  all  articles  in  560  volumes  of  the  most  impoitaat 
periodical  works. 

Spenser. — The  Faery  Queen. 

By  Mrs.  C.  M.  Kirkland.     1  voL  13mo.  cloth,  63  cents. 

Smith. — The  Salamander. 

A  Christmas  Tale  of  an  Original  and  Attractive  Character.  By  Mrs.  E. 
Oakes  Smith.  lUostrated  from  Designs  by  Darley.  iSmo.  cloth,  gilt 
edges. 

St.  John. — The  Three  Days  of  February,  1848  : 

With  Portrait  of  Lamartine.     18mo.  cloth,  G3  cents. 
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